
HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

may God continue to Bless 
You & Your Family!



From the Pastor's Desk
Pastor Rod

Happy New Year!

I hope you and your family had a wonderful Christmas and that in some small way, we at CFBC 
added to your joy during the holidays. Now with the New Year upon us, I would like to give you a 
New Year’s challenge. I would like to challenge you to commit anew to regular church attendance 
in 2023. Like yourself, I've heard plenty of reasons why someone chooses not to attend. Such as:

• I don't have to attend church to be a good Christian
• We give our family priority when we miss church in order to do sports on Sunday
• My church doesn't really meet my needs
• I'm not getting fed at my church
• Sunday is my only day off
• My church is full of hypocrites

Those are just some of the reasons (ahem...excuses) for people not attending church regularly. I want you to know it’s
important for you to attend church regularly and faithfully. Here are some reasons why you should attend. 

First, the local church is God's idea. From the founding of the first church in Jerusalem to the growth of new churches
throughout the Roman Empire, the Bible is clear, God wants His people in church. He desires us to faithfully gather. No
church is perfect, including our own, because every church is full of people who have their own ideas and preferences. And
hypocrisy is present in every church throughout the ages but none of these are excuses for giving up on the local church.

Second, the Bible speaks clearly about the priority of local congregations. From Acts to Revelation, you will see that the
church was not just important to the life of the Christian, it was one of their highest priorities. After Jesus’ ascension, the
church truly became the “body of Christ.” We’re better together.

Third, we are commanded and designed to enjoy worshipping the one true God as a gathered community. What if, instead
of us discussing the length or depth of a sermon or questioning the style of music being played, what if we asked of the
Lord one thing from our worship service? What if the one thing we asked was for God to let us see Him through our
worship and times in which we gathered as His church.

Another reason you should make church attendance a priority this year is that a unified church can stand strong together in
the midst of a culture that is increasingly anti-church and anti-God.  We can’t be a unified church with sporadic attendance.
We can’t stand together if we aren’t persistently gathering together. In the first century, the outside world saw how unified
the early church was. The early church was known for their unity and joy and because of this, others were drawn to Christ. 

A fifth reason church attendance should be a priority is that the world looks at our priorities and evaluates what we deem as
important. What does it say to our community if church attendance by members is sporadic and not a priority. How can our
community be excited about our church if our very members are not excited. Twice a month attendees make the church an
afterthought. Once-a-month attendees hardly ever think of church.

Still another reason church attendance should be a priority is for the sake of accountability. When we gather for worship
and small groups, we help hold one another accountable. Our absences should be conspicuous. As a family, we should
hold one another accountable out of love.

A huge reason for church attendance is that families that attend church faithfully and regularly are happier and healthier
families. Studies prove that families that place a priority on church attendance have children that are better adjusted and
grow into mature followers of Christ. They also have healthier marriages. God clearly has a plan for families when they
attend church faithfully.



Discipleship is also a reason for placing a priority on church attendance. Discipleship is simply defined as becoming more
like Christ. We become more like Christ when we gather consistently and worship Him together. We become more like
Christ when we are a part of a small group and do community together. While discipleship can take place outside a church
setting, the Bible demonstrates that the local congregation is God’s “Plan A” for growing as a disciple.

Finally, church attendance should be a priority because God gives us a great joy when we serve others through the
church. There are grumpy and miserable church members in every church and it’s often because things are not done their
way. But we can experience incredible joy as we serve others and put others before ourselves. 

These are just some reasons you should make church attendance a priority in your life. If you just attend once or twice a
month, you are simply going to miss out on something that is good for you. Faithfully attend church this year. Make it a
priority.

Elsewhere in this article is a simple tool from the Navigators Ministry. This tool will help you start a quiet time by beginning
with just seven minutes a day. From giving God just seven minutes, I'm sure over time as you cultivate this discipline, you'll
be surprised how much time you will be spending with the Lord. If you love someone, you make time...so make time for the
One who loves you most to speak into your life.

Faithfully yours…

Wednesday Night 
Schedule

(All meetings take place in the
Sanctuary unless otherwise noted)

1st Wednesday:            Adult Bible Study

2nd Wednesday:         Men's  Bible Study
                                                 (large meeting room by office)

                                    Women's Bible Study
 

3rd Wednesday:            Adult Bible Study
 

4th Wednesday:                     Prayer Time
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Next meeting is 
January 15th at 7:30am.

Prior attendance is 
not required! 

Breakfast is served.

MEN woMEN

VIP'SVIP'S

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Spotlight of the Month

Each month we will "spotlight" one of
our homebound members. Feel free
to send words of encouragement or

even visit this member (with their
permission, of course).

January "VIP"
Millie Boan

100 Murray Drive
Cheraw, SC 29520

Valentine Luncheon
February 14th @ Noon

 
  sign up at the welcome center

Next meeting is 
January 11th at 6pm.



Worship & Discipleship 
Pastor Robert

Foundations and New Beginnings

Two of my favorite books in the Bible are Ezra and Nehemiah. I enjoy them so much because they are all about how
God empowered and equipped his people to go back home and be restored. Stories like this remind us that God is in
the redemption, reconciliation, and restoration business. A good friend of mine pastors a church called Restoration
Church in Greensboro, NC - and I think it is such a fitting name for the work that God is doing there!

If you happen to study through Ezra especially, you will notice that in order to reconstruct the wall around their home
city, they had to start from the ground and work up. So they compiled their resources (what they already had, what
was donated by King Cyrus, and what they could purchase) and started on the foundation.

Although I have only ever built a house or wall out of legos, I know enough about construction to know that the type,
height, and quality of a building is in many ways determined by the foundation. Building anything (or rebuilding as it
was for the Israelites in Ezra) requires a good foundation. This also for anything you build relationally or socially, too,
such as a business, a friend group, a family, a marriage, and even our church. How you start and what you start with
is crucial to what you build.

This was Jesus's point in Matthew 7 when he contrasted a house built on sand to a house built on rock. As he taught
his followers then, he teaches us now: "And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” (Matthew 7:24–27, ESV)

When the storms in life come (and they WILL come), the type of foundation that we have built our life, family,
marriage, and church on will clearly matter. Only the solid rock of Jesus Christ will provide a foundation that will stand
the test of time. The great thing about following Christ is that he give us blueprints in His Word for these different
"buildings," but in order to actually build well, we cannot just hear the Word of God, we must obey it.

Now think about this: through the reconstruction events in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we get to see an old
prophecy from fulfilled. Isaiah declared many years before: "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the
LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the LORD's
favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead
of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations" (Isaiah 61:1-4, ESV).

These words can be true for our lives today, too. If you recognize that you have not been building your foundation
well, remember: God is a God of RE-construction and RE-storation. Call out to him and ask for his help to go
back and rebuild. Whatever is messed up, unbalanced, or broken down by the storms of life, you can (1) surrender
yourself and your situation to God, (2) ask for his help in fixing it, and (3) set yourself on a path of obedience. God
loves taking our messes and re-making something beautiful out of them!



SECURITY
 

Sunday, January 1
Gary Carroll, Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Jodie Goodwin, 

Evening: No Evening Activities
Wednesday, January 4
No Evening Activities 

 

Sunday, January 8
David Caulder, Randy Caulder, David Paschall & Dick Young

Evening: Matt Southard & Chris Sellers
Wednesday,  January 11

Tommy Creech & Bob Whiteman
 

 Sunday, January 15
 Tom Boan, Chap Allison, Ron Watson, Kenny Robertson

 Evening:  Bill McIntosh & Ed Madden
Wednesday, January 18

Jim Kennedy & Tim Rogers
 

Sunday, January 22
Bobby Roberts, Darrell Burch, Jay Hinson, Lanny Rayfield

 Evening: Darrell Burch & Todd Garris 
Wednesday, January 25

Bob Whiteman & Brad Redfearn
 

Sunday, January 29
Gary Carroll, Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Jodie Goodwin, 

 Evening: Matt Southard & Chris Sellers
 

GIVING 755,772.02

745,535.64

BUDGET 
TO DATE:

GIVING:
You can give online at
 cherawfbc.com/give, through the Realm app

Text to give! Text CFBC to 73256, followed by
your gift amount (ex. $50)

through 
December 29Upcoming Meetings

Missions Team:
Jan. 15 @ 11:30am

 
Trustees:

Jan. 25 @ 7pm




