


In his famous sonnet, William Shakespeare praised the steadfast nature of love:

“Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to remove.
O no! it is an ever-fixed mark
That looks on tempests and is never shaken; 
It is the star to every wandering bark (ship).”

In simpler words, true love is like the North Star, a firm reference point for navigating the storms of life. In          
 1 Corinthians 13, Paul contrasts human love with God’s love. This famous chapter begins by proclaiming the
value of love as the most important Christian virtue (vs. 1-3). No matter how spectacular a spiritual gift is          
 (1 Corinthians 12), it’s worthless without love.

Key qualities of love are then presented (vs. 4-8). You will notice that some describe what love looks like in
action. For example, “love is patient,” “rejoices with the truth,” and “always hopes.” Then we learn what love
does not do. For example, love “does not envy,” “is not self-seeking,” and “keeps no record of wrongs.” Finally,
1 Corinthians 13 explains how love is intertwined with our growing to spiritual maturity (vs. 9-12). While spiritual
gifts are temporary, love is eternal.

The bottom line? 

“Love never fails” (vs. 8). This makes sense since God never fails, and God is love (1 John 4:8). We know
human love fails all the time. Despite our best efforts, we fall short of loving in a pure and consistent way. But
not God’s love. It has never failed! Not even once! We can rejoice, then, that we are eternally, unfailingly loved
by God. No failure on our part can remove us from His love. And because of this, we can and should love one
another: “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

This month, why not consider the way you show love and the way you experience God’s love? You may
wonder, how can you cultivate such love in your own heart? By imitating Christ, the perfect example of love. 
 Consider this month how you can express God’s love to someone in your life.

Joe Polson and family will be in town in February. He will be a guest in my small group on February 19 at 6:00
pm. Why not come and visit him and Jessie for a “fireside chat” and finger-foods. We meet in the large meeting
room (old parlor) down from the church office. 

Please note the various mission projects we have lined up. I do not see the dates changing at this point.
Elsewhere in the newsletter you’ll see a brief description and tentative costs of the trip.

It’s a joy and honor serving you as pastor.

From the Pastor's Desk
Pastor Rod



Over the last couple of years, you’ve heard our church and our staff talk about the growth track.  We as a church
believe that discipleship is the process of becoming more like Christ.  We explain this discipleship process as
four steps that we believe every Christian should take in order to live the life that God wants us to live.  These
four steps are simply to Gather, Grow, Give, and Go.  

Though we believe all four steps are vital to our daily walk with Jesus, I want to focus just a moment on the
missional aspect of our discipleship process.  GO WITH THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST.  

Going with the message of Jesus Christ and sharing His love to others is so important in or daily walk.  We are
reminded in Matthew chapter 5 that we are called to be the light of the world.  Not only does Jesus call us to be
the light of the world, but in Matthew chapter 28, Jesus also commands us to go and make disciples of others. 
 As a church staff we desire to be an Act 1:8 church.

This year, we have many opportunities for you to take the next step in your discipleship process in Going with
the message of Christ through Local, National, and Global Missions.  We believe God is looking to His church to
carry to completion His instructions to make disciples of all nations.

Maybe you are not sure what your next missional step looks like.  I ask that you let me help you figure that out. 
 Whether that is helping you serve locally, nationally or globally, I would love to sit down and have a conversation
with you and help you take that next step in your walk with Jesus. 

My prayer in 2023 is that God would stir the hearts of His people at Cheraw First Baptist to make disciples not
only in Cheraw but across the world.  I love you and I look forward to seeing how God can use YOU on mission
in 2023.

- Pastor Trey

Missions Update
Pastor Trey



I just want to give you a quick update about some of the things we do in Cheraw Kids in regards to
safety. The biggest way we can partner with our parents and caregivers to keep our kids safe is to
utilize a check-in system. On Sunday mornings, we have two check-in stations. One of them is located
at the Welcome Center, and the other is outside the Worship Center doors leading into the kids area.
This allows us to quickly see who we should have in our care. In the event of an emergency or any kind
of issue, we are ready to account for each child and get them safely back to their parents/caregivers.
Something new we will be starting this month is to have Kids’ Church signs showing the door for the
kids to exit. We hope this will allow for any new families or families of younger children to know where
to go and which ministry team will be serving their kids. We use this same check-in system for our
Cheraw Kids service as well as Cheraw Kids Mid-Week.  Thank you for partnering with us as we make
adjustments to ensure the safety of our children.

Cheraw Kids
Aleisha Ainsworth
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Next meeting is 
February 19th at 7:30am.

Prior attendance is 
not required! 

Breakfast is served.

MEN woMEN

VIP'SVIP'S

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Spotlight of the Month

Each month we will "spotlight" one of
our homebound members. Feel free
to send words of encouragement or

even visit this member (with their
permission, of course).

February "VIP"
Mondell Brasington

114 Brasington Terrace
Cheraw, SC 29520

Next meeting is 
February 8th at 6pm.



Worship & Discipleship 

As new individuals and families visit our church, we need an easy way to get to know them, introduce them   
to our staff, and share with them our values, mission, and strategy to Gather, Grow, Give, and Go.

WHY THE GROWTH TRACK?

If you have been around our church for the last couple years, you have hopefully heard about the Growth Track
at least a few times. If you are new to our church, then I hope that we mention it enough times that it sticks out
in your mind (leading you to attend!). 

We have spent some time in the past explaining what the Growth Track is and you can read all about it at
cherawfbc.com/next-steps/growth-track.

But another question you might have, especially if you have been part of the Cheraw First Baptist Church family
for many years is: WHY are we doing the Growth Track?

Here are four simple reasons why we are committed to having Growth Track classes:
1.

   2. When people are interested in taking their next step on their faith journey to be baptized, join a Small               
       Group, start giving and serving on a ministry team, become a member, or live their life on mission, we need 
       a place to begin the process of teaching and training them.
   3. If we are going to actually make disciples (instead of just talking about how we should do it), we need to 
       plan and execute a consistent strategy to do so. 
   4. In order to be welcoming and hospitable (instead of becoming inward focused or clique-ish) to all people 
       that God sends our way, we need a constant reminder that keeps us on our spiritual "toes."
As you can tell... we need the Growth Track! And already it has made a difference. Through these classes, we
have gotten to know several peoples' stories, discovered some peoples' gifts and positioned them on a ministry
team, taught about baptism and Lord's Supper to folks newer to our denomination, found out the desire of
several people to go on mission trips, helped some people join the church, and began friendships with people
that we may not have even met before.

I hope you see the value in having this first-step or orientation-type class called the Growth Track. Not only that,
I hope that if you know someone that is newer to our church, you will encourage them to go to the next Growth
Track. Better yet, I would love for you to go WITH them for at least the first session on Sunday, February 5 at
9am in church library. Just think, you can have a major part in doing what Jesus called us to do: "go and make
disciples”!

Pastor Robert



SECURITY
 
 

Sunday, February 5
Gary Carroll, Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Jodie Goodwin, 

Evening: Darrell Burch & Todd Garris 
Wednesday, February 8

Brad Redfearn & Tim Rogers
 

Sunday, February 12
David Caulder, Randy Caulder, David Paschall & Dick Young

Evening: Matt Southard & Chris Sellers
Wednesday,  February 15

Tommy Creech & Bob Whiteman
 

 Sunday, February 19
 Tom Boan, Chap Allison, Ron Watson, Kenny Robertson

 Evening:  Eric Jones & Ed Madden
Wednesday, February 22
Jim Kennedy & Tim Rogers

 

Sunday, February 26
Bobby Roberts, Darrell Burch, Jay Hinson, Lanny Rayfield

 Evening: Brad Redfearn & Todd Garris 
 
 

GIVING 58,265.84

43,621.70

BUDGET 
TO DATE:

GIVING:
You can give online at
 cherawfbc.com/give, through the Realm app

Text to give! Text CFBC to 73256, followed by
your gift amount (ex. $50)

through 
  January 22Sunday Night Adult 

Small Group Opportunities

5:30 pm 
Hampshire Small Group

 

6pm
Pastor Rod's Small Group




