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December 19th    5:30pm

Bring the family for this fun 
church fellowship!

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
 

100% of your gift to the IMB goes directly
to fund ministry overseas. This year our

church goal is $11,000.
New Sermon Series



From the Pastor's Desk
PASTOR ROD
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Christmas is one of the most joyous times of year. Children overflow with excitement, 
loved ones send greetings and gifts, and celebrations fill the calendar. Bur for some, all 
the commotion only makes them feel more isolated. It’s as if everyone else is living in a 
cheerful scene from a Christmas card while they stand outside in the cold alone.

If you are dealing with burdens, loneliness, or heartache, I want you to know that 
Christmas is a time for you to rejoice. Though the trappings of our customary celebrations 
may actually deepen your sadness, the truth of Christmas can bring you comfort just as it did for the first-
century Jews who witnessed the fulfillment of God’s Messianic prophecies. For centuries this expectation
had kept them hopeful: “For a childwill be born to us, a son will be given to us . . . and His name will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

Then on that first Christmas night, the Light of the World was born in a dark stable. Mostpeople were too
busy with their own affairs to even notice. But Scripture mentions two –Simeon and Anna – who eagerly
expected Him (Luke 2:25-38). When the infant Messiah was brought to the temple, both of them
approached with anticipation to see the “consolation of Israel” with their own eyes (Luke 2:25).

The hope and comfort Christ brought to those who were awaiting His arrival can be yours today. Although
your darkness may be painful, it’s the perfect setting for the Light. Like the Israelites, many people today are
too busy and overstressed to focus on the Savior. But when you’re sitting alone in the dark, He becomes
more obvious. And that’s exactly what He will do if you’ll look away from whatever is causing you pain and
focus on Him instead.

If you’re a believer in Jesus, you’re never truly alone, because the Light of the World is living in you. He hasn’t
singled you out for adversity; at some point, every human life is touched by hardship or sorrow. Your
response is what matters. Instead of drawing inward, reach out for the Savior’s hand and let His light shine
in your heart. I hope you have a blessed and Merry Christmas.

I hope you’ll look in this edition of newsletter for upcoming Christmas events and will mark them on your
calendar. Several events are for our church family. I’m especially excited of our Family Night on December
19 with Christian illusionist Harris III. I met Harris several years ago and love how he weaves his testimony
into his illusions. This is a must for your Christmas season. During worship on Sunday mornings, I’ll be
sharing a Christmas series I’m calling Home for Christmas. Then on December 12, we'd like to invite you to
our Christmas drop in at our home. This is a tradition we enjoy doing for our church family. So plan to drop
in for some coffee, cider, and hors d'oeuvres. Lastly, I hope you’ll come home to your church this Christmas
and celebrate the reason of the season.

Merry Christmas.
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Aleisha Ainsworth
Kids Ministry Update

Pastor Trey Thank you so much to everyone
that purchased a chair for the

Student Ministry Chair Drive. We
have received enough funds to

purchase all 70 chairs! Your
thoughtfulness and generosity will
allow us to continue to minister to
the students in our community as
God continues to be faithful to us. 
 “Surely your goodness and love will

follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the

LORD forever.” Psalm 23:6



WOMEN
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Men 

Our next meeting is January
16th at 7:30am.

Prior attendance is 
not required!

   VIP'sVIP'sVIP's
Upcoming senior adult Events

 

DECEMEBER 9TH 
Carolina Opry Christmas Show 

Show Time @ 1pm
 

We will leave the church around
10am and have dinner after the

show. If you signed up to go, please
make sure you have paid for your

ticket. The cost is $32.

You don't want to miss this! Join Pastor Rod April
11-13 for Springtime Jubilee in Myrtle Beach.

The cost is $199 per person. This includes the
conference and 2 nights lodging (2 per room).

Speakers include: Johnny Hunt, Dr. Robert
Jeffress, Chonda Pierce with music by:

Collingsworth Family, Jason Crabb, Legacy 5 
and Lefevre Quartet

Sign up at the Welcome Center by February 1st

Let Kelli know if you haven't
been receiving Pastor Rod's

Tuesday morning men's
devotional.
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Worship & Discipleship Update
Pastor Robert

In the famous play by Shakespeare, Juliet asked, “What’s in a name?” While she was right that a rose would smell the same no
matter what it was called, her and Romeo’s names did actually end up tragically making a difference. The words that we use
matter as well. 

The English language is funny (and frustrating at times) because two people can use the same word yet mean something
different. One example of this is the word “hymn.” Because of the different meanings that can be given to this word, let’s take
some time to define it to make sure we are referring to the same idea when we use it in our church.

The old word “hymn” has European roots that mean a song or “ode” of praise to or about a hero or god. It is not necessarily a
religious or sacred word, but often used that way. Before it found it’s way into English, it the Greek also used (although
pronounced “hymnos”) it to mean a musical “tithe” of praise for someone.

This background helps us understand what Jesus did with his disciples in Matthew 26 after their Lord’s Supper and what Paul
and Silas did in prison in Acts 16 before they were busted out. Similar to the Hebrew psalms they had been singing for
generations, Jesus, Paul, Silas, and the First Church sung songs of praise, celebration, adulation, or worship to God.

Eventually, though, the Church stopped singing these expressive hymns to God and mainly sung pre-written “psalms” from
Scripture. Psalms were (and are) beautiful, meaningful, and important (we have a whole book of them in the Bible!), but after
many years of repeating them, around the 1700s pioneering, musical theologians such as the Methodist Charles Wesley and
the non-conformist (or non-denominational) Isaac Watts began writing new hymns for the church again. While they were not
everyone’s favorite worship leaders at the time, we today are so thankful for their boldness in writing new songs like “Joy to the
World,” “Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” “Old Rugged Cross,” and “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” God’s people in Christian
churches followed suit by writing and singing all kinds of new hymns across the world.

But somewhere along the way, these once-modern hymns (ironically) became the only worship language that American,
evangelical churches knew and the ancient psalms were all but forgotten. These songs were written on sheet music and
complied in hard-back songbooks that varied depending on the publishing company and date, denomination, and the color of
their cover (red, green, blue, tan, white, to name a few). I’m not sure how publishers decided which songs were worthy of
being printed, but it is a good thing they were picky because Watts and Wesley together wrote nearly 10,000 songs for
worship. Imagine carrying that hymnal around!

Then as if history was repeating itself, around the mid-1900s many churches started adding to their “classic hymns” newer,
different “praise songs,” “praise choruses,” and “worship songs.” This movement away from the printed hymns to newer music
was due to many factors such as a renewed interest in Scriptural psalms (especially from the Jesus Movement), the popularity
of other musical genres (like Southern Gospel, Black Gospel, Christian Rock, etc.), the rise of vogue Christian music (thanks to
touring musicians like Bill Gaither, Keith Green, and Elvis Presley), the energetic music sung at revivals and crusades that
fueled church growth (like with Billy Graham and George Beverley Shea), and eventually the re-introduction of staff musicians
and worship leaders that were writing and finding new music (similar to what Isaac Watts or even the Levitical priests did). 

Today, the tapestry of Church music is more diverse than ever in church history. We have a variety of style, feel,
instrumentation, volume, focus, wordage, and doctrinal leanings - sometimes all in the same service! While this is wonderful
for congregations with a diversity of sub-cultures and preferences (like ours), it sometimes results in opinion-wars while
worship leaders try to respectfully choose God-honoring songs from dozens of styles and cultures that span literally
thousands of years.

So may we not get shipwrecked on the sea of preference, but instead choose to sing with thankful hearts and lifted hands
from the three categories of worship music that Paul wrote out for the Church in Colossians 3 and Ephesians 5:"PSALMS and
HYMNS and SPIRITUAL SONGS" (we will explain these more in the future). May we even strive to be obedient to the Scriptural
command to “sing to the LORD a new song” (Psalm 98:1a). Why? The Psalmist tells us: “for he has done marvelous things!”
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Church News/Updates 2022 Budget Proposal
 

We will have a time of discussion for
the 2022 budget proposal on

Wednesday, December 8th at 6pm.
Please make plans to attend this
meeting and ask any questions

regarding the new budget proposal.
The budget proposal is available to

church members beginning
November 28th. We will vote, without

discussion, on December 12th. 

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY

Spotlight of the Month
Each month we will "spotlight" one of our
homebound members. Feel free to send

words of encouragement or even visit this
member (with their permission, of course).

December "VIP"
Charles & Laura Haley
330 Sunset Cottage Ln
Darlington, SC 29532

(843) 927-0855 
Birthday: Aug. 19th & Sept. 15th

Pastor Rod & Tina's
Christmas Drop-In

 

December 12th, 5-8pm
508 Kershaw Street

5pm

Family Fellowship Meal
with Joe Polson

       
           December 1 @ 6pm

                 
                    Bring a side or       

dessert to share

tel:8439270855


Budget Needs to Date         $  669,364.47
 Budget Received to Date   $  646,740.93

 
 
 SECURITY

Wednesday, December 1
Brad Redfearn

 

Sunday, December 5
 Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Bob Whiteman, Kenny Robertson

Evening: Bill McIntosh, Ed Madden
Wednesday, December 8

Dave Webb, Tommy Creech
 

Sunday, December 12
Gary Carroll, Dick Young, David Caulder, Chris Sellers

Evening: Randy Caulder, Todd Garris
Wednesday,  December 15

Jim Kennedy, Tim Rogers
 

Sunday,  December 19
 Tom Boan, Chap Allison,  Ron Watson, David Paschall

Evening: Darrell Burch & Matt Southard
Wednesday,  December 22

No Activities
 

Sunday,  December 26
Bobby Roberts, Eric Jones, Jay Hinson, Lanny Rayfield

Evening: No Activities
 

Wednesday, December 29
No Activities
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As of November 21, 2021
NURSERY MINISTRY

Leader: Elizabeth Carter
1st Sunday: 

Elizabeth Carter, Susan Robertson,
Lisa Gainey, Jodi O’Neil

                    

2nd Sunday: 
Ruth Carter, Paige Kelly, 

Teresa Chewning, Harley Chewning
 

3rd Sunday:  
Karen Adeimy, Kim Wilkes,

Barbara Babb, Summer Griffin
 

4th Sunday: 
Paige Sartor, Regina Andrecioli,
Desiray Rushing, Anna Rushing,
Jessica Caraway, Scott Caraway,

 Eli Caraway
 

KIDS CHURCH
Leader: Karan Byrd

1st Sunday: 
           Karan Byrd, April Newton              

2nd Sunday: 
Jennifer Fenters, Ashley Fenters

3rd Sunday:  
Susan Howiler, Steve Howiler

4th Sunday: 
Matt Southard, Belinda Southard

 



25 Days of Christmas

1. Attend the Fellowship Meal. Special Guest is Joe Polson.

2. Pray for our missionaries supported by the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

3. Prayer walk / drive your neighborhood

4. Bake cookies for the Love Your Neighbor event on Sunday.

5. Attend the Love Your Neighbor event at church at 4.

6. Bring canned goods to the church office for the McArn food bank.

7. Ladies attend the Ladies Fellowship at 6 in the multipurpose room.

8. Attend the Church Conference followed by our Prayer Time and Bible study at 6:00 pm.

9. Pray for our Senior Adults traveling to the Carolina Opry for the Christmas Show.

10. Attend the Christmas parade in downtown Cheraw!

11. Mail a Christmas card to a homebound member.

12. Attend Pastor Rod & Tina’s Christmas drop-in from 5-8.

13. Bring individually wrapped baked goods for distribution to our police and fireman.

14. Give a Christmas treat to your mail carrier.

15. Attend the Carols and Scripture service in the sanctuary at 6. 

16. Support local businesses: go out and eat and pay for someone else’s.

17. Give a school employee a gift card to use over the holidays.

18. Hand out postcards to your neighbors inviting them to Family Night.

19. Attend the Christmas Family Night at 5:30 with Christian illusionist Harris III.

20. Pray for our leaders: local, state, and nation.

21. Place a goody basket on your neighbor’s porch without them seeing (but leave a note).

22. Invite a neighbor to the Christmas Eve Service.

23. Pray for those who are missing loved ones at this time of year.

24. Attend the Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion service at 5:00 pm.

25. Read the Christmas story from Luke 2:1-20 and enjoy the greatest gift of all – Jesus!




