


From the Pastor's Desk
Pastor Rod

Witold Pilecki was a Polish Calvryman who earned the Polish Cross of Valor – twice 
– in World War I. After the war, he married, became a father of two children, and 
enjoyed a comfortable life on his family estate. However, in September 1939 the 
German’s quick conquest of Poland ignited World War II. Pilecki joined a resistance
group, and when several members of that group were captured by the Gestapo 
and shipped to a concentration camp, he put forth a daring plan. He let himself be 
captured, and after two days of being beaten and tortured, he was sent to 
Auschwitz, where he became inmate 4859. He suffered repeated typhus, pneumonia, lice infestations,
extreme hunger, backbreaking labor, and other cruelties. Yet he boosted the morale of his fellow sufferers,
stockpiled critical food and clothing for the inmates who needed it most, smuggled news to the outside world,
and eventually escaped – taking others with him. His boldness and bravery helped to alter the course of the
war and led others out of bondage.

Jesus left his heavenly estate to enter a world of darkness when he was born in Bethlehem. Voluntarily
entering our world as a babe, meant he would suffer alongside His fellow human beings. The Bible tells us
that He “bore our sicknesses and He carried our pains” (Isaiah 53:4). He was also “tempted in every way as
we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Though he was innocent, He voluntarily entered this world through a
virgin’s womb and lived, suffered, died, and rose again to lead others to freedom. His plan all along was to
“proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set the oppressed free” (Luke 4:18).

This Christmas season, I hope you know this freedom that only a relationship with Christ brings to human
hearts. If you do not know this freedom, you can experience it by praying something like this; “Dear Jesus,
thank you for willingly entering this broken world, enduring all the suffering of humanity to free me from my
sin, guilt, death, and condemnation. Please come into my life, take control, and help me to follow you from
this moment on. Amen.” 

If you prayed that prayer, please tell me, a member of your staff, or a deacon. Your personal decision to
accept Jesus as Savior and Lord is something to celebrate this Christmas.

I look forward to so many events taking place during the Christmas season. I’m especially looking forward to
the sermon series I’ve called, “Wonder.” We’ll explore in this series the wonder of an eternal plan, promises
kept, a miraculous birth, and the wonder of a merry Christmas. This will be a great time of year to bring
someone to church with you. The decorations look wonderful, the worship will be fantastic…it’s the most
wonderful time of the year!

Let me encourage you to prayerfully consider helping us not only meet our LMCO offering goal but also help
with the budget deficit. I would like for us to break even with the budget, and Lord willing, hopefully we can.

Merry Christmas!
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Next meeting is 
January 15th at 7:30am.

Prior attendance is 
not required! 

Breakfast is served.

MEN woMEN

VIP'SVIP'S
DECEMBER 6TH

We will leave the church
around 1pm and have an early

dinner before going to the
Billy Graham Library

(Sign up at the Welcome Center)

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Spotlight of the Month

Each month we will "spotlight" one of
our homebound members. Feel free
to send words of encouragement or

even visit this member (with their
permission, of course).

December "VIP"
Frances Leppard

420 Church Street
(843) 537-7406 

Birthday: December 20th

tel:8435377406


Do we come to worship to give or get?

It is no surprise to us that we live in a consumeristic culture. And sometimes that culture gets the best of us - even in our
church services. It is very easy to gather together on Sunday mornings to “get” something instead of “giving” something.
And that mindset is not too surprising because our facilities and worship services have a lot of things to give us, don’t
they? We have refreshments, childcare, good music, sermons, and more in climate-controlled, safe, beautiful
environments. But while there is nothing wrong with a good cup of coffee, a nursery, and all the rest, if we are not careful
we can come to church services primarily as spiritual consumers instead of coming to God with our offering of worship
and “sacrifice of praise” (Hebrews 13:15).

So during the Christmas or Advent season, the story of the Magi bringing their gifts to the Christ Child in Matthew 2 can
be a helpful reminder to us. 

After Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, some Magi (or “wisemen”) travelled from far away to see him by
following a unique light in the sky. These men were a special class of priests (probably started by Daniel many
generations before) in the Persian Empire (see Daniel 5). They were highly educated philosophers, scholars, and
professors who knew not only religion but also astronomy and astrology (which is why they were watching the night sky).
Because of their history, they were probably waiting on this event that heralded the birth of the Messiah for a very long
time. That is why they were ready and willing to make this long, perilous journey carrying precious gifts.

These men also served as “king makers” because of their knowledge and influence. This makes sense, too, since the
Book of Matthew (the only Gospel that mentions them) presents Jesus as the rightful king in the line of Judah. When the
Magi found the child named Jesus, they were so joyful that they fell on their faces and worshiped him: the King of Kings!
Then they opened presents and gave to Jesus three types of gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Those were not
random gifts they had laying around from last Christmas - they were highly significant then (and still are, as we will see).

Gold is a precious, shiny metal used in jewelry, currency, and even idols throughout history. Frankincense is an
expensive fragrance made from trees in India and Arabia. Myrrh is a costly antiseptic oil and embalming fluid made from
rare thorn bushes in Arabia and Ethiopia. These costly gifts represented each of the men’s cultures, they demonstrated
their sacrificial worship, and they were significant tokens of their adulation. As John Piper once put it, they were not
trying to “purchase” anything with their gifts - they were trying to “praise” someone.

These gifts also clearly symbolized three aspects of Christ’s identity. The gold pointed to Jesus's royalty and kingship,
the frankincense to his divinity and high-priesthood, and the myrrh to his humanity because he would one day die for our
sins. Or you could say it like this: their gifts “preached” the gospel (whether they really knew it or not).

The gifts also remind us today that our worship (whether corporate or private) should never be done with hands reached
out in a “gimme” attitude, but rather with a “giving” attitude. Of course, God is clear in his word that he does not need
anything from us (although our brothers and sisters in our church family DO need our time, talent, and treasures - but
that is another topic). Luke tells us in Acts 17 that the Creator of all things “does not live in temples made by man, nor is
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and
everything.”

However right worship of God has always required a sacrificial gift. Today we are not bringing spotless lambs, doves, or
even previous metals and perfumes. Instead we are giving God our bodies as “living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1-2). When
we do that, we are expressing to God that he is the one, true King and the only one worthy of our worship. 

Worship & Discipleship 
Pastor Robert



Holiday Office HoursHoliday Office Hours
Closed for Christmas: December 26-28Closed for Christmas: December 26-28

Closed for New Year: January 2Closed for New Year: January 2



SECURITY
 

Sunday, December 4
Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Jodie Goodwin, David Paschall

Evening: Darrell Burch & Todd Garris 
Wednesday, December 7

Jim Kennedy &  Tim Rogers
 

Sunday, December 11
Gary Carroll, David Caulder, Randy Caulder & Dick Young

Evening: Matt Southard & Chris Sellers
Wednesday,  December 14

Tommy Creech & Bob Whiteman
 

 Sunday, December 18
 Tom Boan, Chap Allison, Ron Watson, Kenny Robertson

 Evening:  Bill McIntosh & Ed Madden
Wednesday, December 21

No Evening Activities
 

Sunday, December 25
Bobby Roberts, Darrell Burch, Jay Hinson, Lanny Rayfield

 Evening: No Evening Activities
Wednesday, December 28

No Evening Activities

GIVING 697,635.84

663,397.31

BUDGET 
TO DATE:

GIVING:
You can give online at cherawfbc.com/give,
through the Realm app

Text to give! Text CFBC to 73256, followed by
your gift amount (ex. $50)

through 
November 272023 Budget Proposal

We will have a time of discussion
for the 2023 budget proposal on
Wednesday, December 14th at

6pm. Please make plans to attend
this meeting and ask any questions

regarding the new budget
proposal.The budget proposal will
be available to church members by
December 4th. We will vote, without

discussion, on December 18th.




