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From the Pastor's Desk
PASTOR ROD
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Remember Easter 2020? Most of our churches felt the need to close their doors and have their 
members worship at home. Those with the capability streamed their services online but while 
helpful, it wasn’t the same as being there in person.

Easter 2021 was better. Almost all of our churches, except those in areas where they had 
experienced a sudden COVID outbreak, were back open. But the crowds that had gathered to 
worship that Sunday were a far cry from those that had gathered in previous years. 
Some believe the church will never regain that lost ground – that the days of seeing churches 
packed to capacity are over.

I wonder however if they believe that’s how it will be in football stadiums this fall or any sporting event for that matter this
summer? 

If we fail to return to church in days to come, it will not be due to the fear of COVID, but to our perceived lack of need for
assembling as believers, apathy, or preferences.

Don’t misunderstand what I am saying. If you haven’t yet returned, it doesn’t signal that you don’t want to come or have
decided you don’t need the church. Many, especially those with physical conditions that make them especially vulnerable
to the dangers of COVID have wisely chosen to stay away. I understand that completely but if you’re going everywhere
else but church, you’re running the risk of picking up COVID or something else in those places while using the excuse that
you can pick it up at church.

I say all of that to simply say this . . . I want to invite you back. We miss you and would love for you to come back and be
an active part of this church family. Life without the experience of a church family is a life that is missing out. If you aren’t
ready, I get it but if you feel comfortable and find yourself going everywhere else, you can come back to church. Let’s be
the exception and get back to church as we were before the pandemic. 

With that in mind, I’ve designated Easter Sunday, April 17, as a high attendance Sunday. Let’s aim for 300 in attendance
that day. It’s going to be a celebratory time worshipping together our Lord’s resurrection. On April 10, Palm Sunday is
Friend Day. On this day, let’s bring our friends to church. We will have a food truck fellowship taking place on the grounds
right after the service. This way you and those you invited can have a meal right here after morning worship. This day
kicks off our “Love Your Neighbor Week.” During this week we ask that you do something “neighborly” by giving your
neighbor an Easter invite card that we will provide you, baking them some goodies or doing something meaningful to be a
blessing to them. I’d like for our Small Group Teachers to especially work hard at calling those on your class rolls this
week to encourage them to attend Easter activities at our church. Then on April 3, we will have yard signs available for
you to put in your yard regarding Easter. Lastly, on April 24 is baptism and join the church Sunday. If you have been
attending for some time now and never joined, this is the day! I’d like for to prayerfully consider joining this day! Please get
in touch with me beforehand but this would make for a fun and exciting day seeing many of you join this church family. 

Also in April, the Voices of Zambia will be here in concert on Sunday, April 10 at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary. This group of
students from Ambassador University is traveling throughout the southeast on a tour promoting their college and sharing
what God has done in their lives and school. I had the privilege of teaching there a few years back and look forward to
doing so again.

You may have noticed the rezoning signs on our campus. With the approval of our Trustees and the blessing of our
Deacon body, we have requested to be rezoned. The purpose of this request to the Planning Commission was to allow us
to have greater flexibility with what we may want to utilize our property for in the future. As more information becomes
available, we will be sure to inform you. 

It's going to be a great month!
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Aleisha Ainsworth

Kids Ministry Update

Please see
Aleisha if you are

interested in
helping with VBS
this year! There is

a volunteer
meeting on April

3rd after the
worship service.

Hey, church family!  What an exciting time for our church!   I don't know about you, but I am in complete
awe at what all God has done during revival.  I can't speak for anyone else, but my heart and life needed
it!  We also had many kids each night taking part in Happy Heart City and Base Camp, too.  Thank you,
Jesus!

I wanted to give you a little bit of information about some things that are happening soon!  First, we are
partnering with the town as well as some other churches to put on the Cheraw Easter Egg Hunt on April
16th from 12:00pm to 2:00pm.  There will be egg hunts, kid’s activities, and food… just a fun day for
families.  And, what an awesome opportunity for our church to love on the community by being the hands
and feet of Jesus!  If you are interested in being a part of that day, please let me know!  We will need
volunteers to hide eggs before the hunts, be present during the hunts, help run some of the activities, etc.  
One thing I am really excited about is the opportunity to serve with the special needs hunt.  It is going to
be a great day loving Jesus and loving others.  If you would like to be a part of this community event in
any way, please let me know.  There’s something for everyone!  Second, we are hosting our very first
Kid’s Retreat the first weekend in May for 4th and 5th graders.  We are super excited to have this time to
pour into kids.  Please join us in praying for this trip that God will continue to raise up little disciples for His
glory!  And, last, VBS will be here before you know it on June 5th-9th.  We’ll have a brief meeting on April
3rd after service for anyone who wants to be a part.  I pray you will join us!

Love you all! - Aleisha 



WOMEN
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Men 

Our next meeting is 
April 24th at 7:30am.

Prior attendance is 
not required!

   VIP'sVIP'sVIP's

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Spotlight of the Month

Each month we will "spotlight" one of our
homebound members. Feel free to send

words of encouragement or even visit this
member (with their permission, of course).

April "VIP"
Carol Harrell
PO Box 713

Cheraw, SC 29520

April 18th @ 6pm  -  Paint Party
Paint, brushes, and canvases will be provided. If you

prefer to paint on something other than canvas,
please feel free to bring it.

 
June 11th - Sea Grove Trip

We will travel to Sea Grove Pottery in Sea Grove, NC.
We will leave the church around 8am and

 have lunch at Sea Grove Family Restaurant.
 Deadline to sign up is June 7th
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Worship & Discipleship Update
Pastor Robert

SACRIFICE OF PRAISE

Have you ever been in a worship service and heard the worship leader or pastor say to give God a “sacrifice of praise?”
While you might think that just sounds vaguely “churchy” or “religious,” it is actually in the Bible! We find this statement in
Hebrews 13:15-16 that reads: “Through [Jesus Christ] then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is
the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God” (ESV).

But what does this mean? Well, considering this passage and its context, here is what we need to know about giving our
sacrifice of praise to God.

1. A sacrifice of praise is CHRIST-CENTERED
The book of Hebrews includes many references to sacrifices. The writer was communicating to Jewish Christians that
just like animal offerings were “burned outside the camp” of God’s people, Jesus also “suffered outside the gate” of
Jerusalem to “sanctify the people through his own blood.” Today, we thankfully do not have to slaughter animals to pay
for our sins. Instead, because of Jesus's sacrifice, we who are forgiven get to give a different kind of offering to God - a
sacrifice of praise on the altar of our hearts.

2. A sacrifice of praise is VERBAL
Corporate or congregational services are probably the most obvious times that we present the "fruit of our lips" or speech
to God in worship (although it is far from the only time that we do so). In worship services we pray out loud, shout
affirmations to the preaching and teaching, verbally encourage one another, recite Scripture, repeat catechisms or belief
statements, and sing “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs” (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16) to “acknowledge his name”
by praising God for who he is and what he has done.

Sadly many Christians get so side-tracked with arguments and opinions about style that they (metaphorically or literally)
put their hands in their pockets and refuse to sing, shout, or even listen. In Bob Kauflin’s article on worship in the early
church, he states that corporate worship is just that: corporate. We sing with others, not by ourselves. As he continues to
explain, our praise to God will often require us to sacrifice our preferences for the sake of lifting up Jesus with our voices
with our church congregation.

3. A sacrifice of praise is NORMATIVE
We are to “continually offer up” our praise. Our verbal worship must be common and regular and not reserved for special
occasions, whenever we "feel like it," or even just at weekend church services. Our praises to God are to “ever be on
[our] lips” as the hymn-writer Kalley Heiligenthal describes. May we declare with David in Psalm 145:1-3: “I will extol you,
my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and
ever. Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.”

4. A Sacrifice of praise is BIBLICALLY-OBEDIENT
It is irreverent and unbiblical to only worship God whenever we "feel like it" and however we feel “comfortable.” Scripture
gives us patterns to follow on how our voices, attitudes, and actions can glorify God. However, this is more than singing
and physically expressing ourselves through worship music (although it includes it); biblically-obedient worship is about a
lifestyle of worship that is pleasing to God. While that will obviously mean that we sing praises to God, it will also mean
that we help people in need, fast from food, pray for our enemies, give to our local church, refuse to gossip, and many
other disciplines that we find instructed to us in God’s Word. Like Abraham was ready to obediently sacrifice his son to
God in Genesis 22, we must not (as our passage reads) “neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” God is clear in His Word that he wants us to primarily be obedient in our hearts. (1
Samuel 15:22, ESV).

As Shane Black said at our revival, "God will never bring fire down on an altar that does not have a sacrifice on it." Let us
do as Paul challenges us in Romans 12:1 (ESV): “…present [our] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is [our] spiritual worship." Sacrificing anything is always difficult. But living a sacrificial life is the only way to
find real life (Mark 10). 



Congratulations!
Trent & Lynsee Winburn

Baby: Jovelynn Anne 
Born: March 21, 2022

Grandparents: David & Janet Caulder
 

Andrew & Lindsey Elvington
Baby: Anderson Carrick
Born: March 11, 2022

 
Henry & Robyn Brown
Baby: Isobelle Michelle

Born: December 29, 2021
 
 

welcome

little
 one!

 

NEW MEMBERS

JODIE, ALYSSA, & LANDON GOODWIN JOIN BY LETTER
ALAINA GOODWIN JOINS BY BAPTISM

 
 

PAUL & KATIE STEWART JOIN BY BAPTISM 
 
 

JOEY & TERRI POLSON JOIN BY LETTER
 
 

KEITH, GLENDA AND KADEN THOMAS JOIN BY LETTER
BAYLEN THOMAS IS AWAITING BAPTISM

 
 

THOMAS LEE JOINS BY LETTER
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As of March 27, 2022
YTD Required 188,943.04
YTD Received 163,430.80

 
 

NURSERY MINISTRY
Leader: Elizabeth Carter

 

1st Sunday: 
Elizabeth Carter, Susan Robertson,

Lisa Gainey, Jodi O’Neil
                    

2nd Sunday: 
Ruth Carter, Elizabeth Carter, 

Teresa Chewning, Harley Chewning
 

3rd Sunday:  
Karen Adeimy, Kim Wilkes,

Barbara Babb, Summer Griffin
 

4th Sunday: 
Paige Sartor, Anna Rushing, Desiray

Rushing, Regina Andrecioli
 

KIDS CHURCH
Leader: Karan Byrd

                         
                             1st Sunday:                               

      Karan Byrd, April Newton        
                          2nd Sunday:                             

Jennifer & Ashley Fenters
3rd Sunday:   

    Susan & Steve Howiler    
4th Sunday: 

Matt & Belinda Southard

SECURITY
 

Sunday, April 3
 Frankie Joyner, Brad Redfearn, Bob Whiteman, Kenny Robertson

Evening: Bill McIntosh & Ed Madden
Wednesday, April 6

Tommy Creech, Dave Webb
 

Sunday, April 10
Gary Carroll, Jodie Goodwin, David Caulder, Chris Sellers

Evening: Randy Caulder & Todd Garris
Wednesday,  April 13

Rhett Phillips, Steven Marsh
 

Sunday,  April 17
 Tom Boan, Chap Allison, Ron Watson, David Paschall

Evening:  No Services
Wednesday,  April 20

Brad Redfearn & Bob Whiteman
 

Sunday, April 24
Bobby Roberts, Eric Jones, Jay Hinson, Lanny Rayfield

Evening: Ron Woodham & Dave Webb
Wednesday, April 27

Jim Kennedy, Tim Rogers
 
 




