
 October 25, 2020 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Join us for in-person worship this Sunday at 9:40 a.m. 
or live stream worship at 9:40 a.m. or

watch us on Cable Channel 7 at 11:15 a.m. 



From the Minister of Education & Children
What Does Spiritual Formation at Church Look Like During a Pandemic?

I am sure each of us can recall various moments in our lives in which things did not go according to plan. 
There are times things happen that are out of our control which impact those best laid plans and we have to 
shift in the moment.

Normally on Sunday mornings, and on many Wednesday evenings, groups of various ages meet in our 
church building for Bible study and Spiritual Formation classes. The last seven months have been anything 
but normal!

But Spiritual Formation at Oakmont has continued in the midst of the pandemic even though for an extended 
period of time it didn’t happen in our building. For the last seven months Spiritual Formation at Oakmont has 
primarily happened virtually. Having to shift to virtual gatherings (and quickly without much warning) certainly 
created challenges.  Reflecting back on the past seven months it has also created opportunities. 

Our spring Spiritual Formation Classes were concluding their studies around the time the pandemic was 
hitting the US. Several of those groups concluded their studies virtually using Zoom. During the summer 
months it became evident that the Fall Spiritual Formation Classes likely would not be able to meet in person 
at Oakmont’s building like normal. After successfully using Zoom for groups to meet and study together 
virtually I knew that our fall groups could do so too. 

In addition to many of us having to learn a new technology in Zoom, a bigger challenge with virtual Spiritual 
Formation classes is a sense of loss of connection when groups are not able to meet in person. To help with 
that connection many groups have made more phone calls to each other than they normally would. Virtual 
learning has also created some unforeseen opportunities. Many groups have met at different times – and 
even days – than they normally did. In a world of busy schedules meeting virtually has allowed many people 
to participate who may not have been able to before because of the more flexible schedule. Even if you are 
out of town or at home with young children after bedtime, you can connect with your group when they are 
meeting virtually. 

When I think about the future, post pandemic, I think it would be wise for many of our groups to think in 
terms of “both/and” when considering how to connect, having options for both face-to-face and virtually. In 
October several of our Sunday School classes have started to meet face-to-face once a month in the Multi-
Purpose Room. After meeting one group reflected that they could have also used Zoom during the meeting 
so that people who could not meet in person could still connect with the group. During the pandemic parents 
of preschoolers and elementary students have received a link to the Sunday School lesson each week via 
their email. The writers of our curriculum have included guides to help parents have conversations about the 
lessons at home. We will continue to share these resources electronically even after the pandemic. 

In many ways our Spiritual Formation groups at Oakmont are not only surviving but they are thriving. Having 
a spirit of innovation and creativity allows people and groups the opportunity to thrive. Even though we have 
learned over the last seven months that we don’t have to meet in the building in order to successfully do 
Spiritual Formation, it will certainly be a blessing when we can meet together in groups without restrictions 
again in the future!  

Blessings,
Joshua



The Oakmont Church Family extends our sincere Christian sympathy to the family of Mel Dickens in his 
death on Friday, October 16, 2020.  Mel is the father of Leslie (Dickens) Rogers, and, along with his wife 
Alice, was a long time member of Oakmont before their move to the Raleigh area.  (Leslie is the wife of 
Greg Rogers, Pastor of Oakmont Baptist Church.)

Also we grieve the death of J.T. Price on Monday, October 19, 2020.  J.T. was the brother of Bobby 
Price, and long time friend of Millie Mizzelle.  

On Wednesday, October 21, we received word that Nancy Sheck had also died.  She is survived by her 
husband, Bob, and two children.

Please keep all of these families in your prayers as they grieve the deaths of these loved ones.  

Fall 2020 On-Line Spiritual Formation Classes
	  1 Corinthians Bible Study (Co-ed Group) 
	  Making All Things New by Henri Nouwen (Ladies’ Group) 
	  The Battle Plan for Prayer (Men’s Group) 
	  Drawing Near to God Through Prayer (Co-ed Group) 
 	 Dream Big and Dream Big podcasts (Co-ed Group) 
	  Navigating Hard Conversations as Parents (Co-ed Group) 
	  Healthcare Professionals as Ministry/Servant-Leaders (Co-ed Group) 
	  Choose Your Own Spiritual Adventure (Co-ed Groups).  



Christmas is only a few short months away and the Honor Cards will be here the first of November.  Please 
help us help those who have stumbled along life’s path and are homeless. The Honor Card is a great way to 
support Community Crossroads Center and share the message of need by honoring a friend or family member 
through its donation.  With a minimum donation of $5 per card, individuals can send the card to family and 
friends letting them know they have donated to the shelter in their honor.  One hundred percent of proceeds 
goes directly to help support Community Crossroads Center.

For businesses that would like to order their company Christmas cards, we would love to help you.  We have 
partnered with Systel who will graciously print your Company name on the inside of the card for free!  All you 
have to do is provide us with the information you would like to have printed inside the card.  

We will receive the cards in early November.  Once they are available, Our Administrative Assistant, Kimberly 
Pontarelli, will be happy to help you with your purchase.  To preorder cards, please contact the Community 
Crossroads Center today.

207 Manhattan Avenue, Greenville, NC  27834
www.communitycrossroadscenter.org

252-752-0829



If you happen to hit your email delete button a little 
too fast, we have a solution!  Starting this week, 
we will be posting the most current E-Connections 
Newsletter on our church’s website (www.
oakmontchurch.com).  It will appear on our “Home” 
page.  Just scroll down a bit until you see the 
information.  There will be a specific place to click 
and voila - you’ll have a PDF of the newsletter to 
appear!  

E-Connections 
Newsletter 

Now On Our 
Website!



As part of our 14 year partnership with Eppes Middle School, we are filling 10 back packs with food every 
weekend to send home with students in need.  Food items being collected in the Drop Zone:  regular size 
Chef Boy-ar-dee or pasta cans, tuna or chicken cans or salad packets, Vienna sausages, Beanie Weenies, 
canned soups, individual cereals, grits, and oatmeal packs; Pop-Tarts, granola bars, juice boxes, snacks 
such as cookies, nabs, pudding cups, fruit cups or applesauce cups, etc.  Thank you!

Food
Donations
Needed!



Our Record of Financial Faithfulness
Sunday, October 18, 2020

2020 Ministry Budget ......................................... $1,498,062.00
Budget Required Weekly ........................................ $28,809.00
Receipts this week............ $20,092.00 ($6,120 Online; $13,972 Mail)
Month To Date ........................................................ $76,365.00
Giving 2020 Year to Date................................... $1,012,959.71
Giving 2019 Year to Date................................... $1,109,722.94 
Communion Offering ................................................... $160.00
Communion Offering Month to Date ......................... $1,265.00
 
Building Fund............................................................... $150.00
Building Fund Month to Date ....................................... $875.00
Building Fund Year to Date: ...................................... $8,014.00

Endowment Fund ........................................................ $150.00
Year to Date ................................................................. $470.00
 

Oakmont’s Children
In the month of October the Sunday School lessons 
for 1st - 6th graders have been about integrity.  The 
students have been learning that integrity is choosing to 
be truthful in whatever you say and do. In Luke chapter 
16 Jesus told his disciples a story about a rich man who 
had a manager, and the manager was using the man’s 
money for himself. After discovering this he called him 
in and fired him. Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever 
can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with 
much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also 
be dishonest with much.” If we make sure we are honest 
in the small things, then we can be sure that we will be 
honest in the big things. It’s about living our life with 
integrity, being honest in every situation. 

Check Out these sites
  https://sermons4kids.com/do_right_thing_crossword.htm?fromSermonId=220
  https://sermons4kids.com/do_right_thing_decoder.htm?fromSermonId=220
  https://sermons4kids.com/do_right_thing_wordsearch.htm?fromSermonId=220



Webinar: Labor Trafficking in the U.S.
Oct. 28, 2 p.m.

While there has been an incredible focus on sex trafficking in the anti-human trafficking movement, labor 
trafficking is often pushed to the side. Labor trafficking is as prevalent in the United States as sex trafficking is. 
Labor trafficking is harder to identify, harder to prosecute and harder to convict. Our virtual session will offer 
the basics of what labor trafficking is in the United States, some indicators of labor trafficking and the systems 
set up to perpetuate it.

 Register: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uNckg3RPQkCTVzSC5PoCVQ

Webinar: Human Trafficking 101
November 11, 2pm

What is human trafficking? Why is it so prevalent in NC?
Join us to learn the answers as well as how to identify red flags and warning signs in a potential victim; and 
how to report human trafficking.

 Register: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DU-4yMz7Q_miAkTQPpcbTA

Webinar: Tips for Keeping Kids Safe Online
Nov. 17, 2 p.m.

With the changing world of social media and gaming, it is important for parents to have up-to-date 
information and understand effective practices to internet safety. This session will address what apps are out 
there, privacy setting and good behavioral practices that encourages kids to use the internet responsibly.

 Register: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DU-4yMz7Q_miAkTQPpcbTA  



Gathering of God’s People
  Welcome Mr. Ben Gurganus

  “I’ll Fly Away Medley” 
  “Way Maker” 

Proclaiming God’s Word
  “Someone Up There Loves Me” Karen Meetze, soloist

  Morning Prayer Rev.  Michael McKnight

  Old Testament Sermon Bumper Video 

  “The Story of Ehud”

  Sermon Series:  Stories That Missed the Front Page Headlines Rev. Amy Andrews 
   “The Left-Handed Batter”
   Judges 3:12-30

Time of Response & Giving
  Invitation to Respond & Give Rev. Amy Andrews

  “Holy Water”

Sending Forth in Service & Ministry
  Life at Oakmont 

  Benediction Rev. Joshua Breazeale

Facebook Premiere:  This premiere begins with Robert Robinson’s 
beautiful hymn, “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.”  Robert, who 
grew up without a father, became a Methodist minister at a young age, 
later converting first to become a Baptist and then a Unitarian!  Take 
a moment to look up this hymn and be ready to sing along as Karen 
Meetze and Alisa Gilliam team up to play this as a piano/organ duet.  
They follow this hymn with the energetic and triumphant “To God Be 
the Glory.”  Be sure to watch at 9:35 am this Sunday.
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Our 9:40 Worship Service is recorded each week 
and shown on Cable 7 at 11:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of our service and Service Archives
are available in the Media section of our website.
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Sunday, October 25
 9:40 a.m. In-Person & Live Stream Worship
11:15 a.m. Worship on Cable Channel 7
 5:00 p.m. Middle School, 6-8th Grade, Branches (until 6:00 p.m.)
 6:30 p.m. High School, 9-12 Grade, Branches (until 7:30 p.m.)
 6:30 p.m. Ladies CR Step Study

Monday, October 26
 2:15 p.m. Backyard Buddies Tutoring
 3:30 p.m. Backyard Buddies Tutoring
 6:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, October 27
 10:00 a.m.. Senior Adult Zoom Call with Rev. Michael McKnight
 2:15 p.m. Backyard Buddies Tutoring
 3:30 p.m. Backyard Buddies Tutoring
 5:00 p.m. Tuesday Night Ministry

Wednesday, October 28
 3:30 p.m.  Middle School & Sr. High Tutoring 
 6:30 p.m.  1 Corinthians Bible Study Virtual Study
 7:00 p.m. Healthcare Professionals as Ministry/Servant Leaders Virtual 

Study
 8:00 p.m. Drawing Near to God Through Prayer Virtual Study
  Navigating Hard Conversations as Parents Virtual Study

All the People
Ministers

94090Youth and Parents:
Subscribe to Youth

text updates!

Text
OAKMONTYOUTH

to

94090


