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STATION OBJECTIVES
Children will hear the story of Paul’s experience with Christ on the
Damascus Road so that they might discover and recognize that: 

God turned Paul’s life around and set him off in a new direction.

As a follower of Jesus, Paul began to preach and teach about Jesus.

God’s love helps us to change when needed and become better.

Sometimes when we follow Jesus, we are called to do difficult
things.

God will always be there during those times to help us.

STATION SETUP
Create a signpost for the road to Damascus.

On separate pieces of wood, paint the following: Damascus;
Jerusalem; The names of some of the towns in between, like
Tiberias; The names of some of the geographical points in
between, like the Sea of Galilee, and Mount. Hermon.

Nail your painted signs to the wood stake. Paint arrows on the
signs indicating the direction to each of the places. Be sure your

Resources

pages 3–7

Supplies
map showing
Jerusalem, 

Damascus and 
some of the towns 
in between

wood stake
small pieces of wood
paint
hammer
nails

STATION FOCUS
God’s call turned Paul from a persecutor of Christians to a follower
of Jesus. God calls each of us to be followers of Jesus and promises
to be with us.

SCRIPTURES
Acts 9:1-22

STORYTELLING
STATION
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directions match the directions shown on the map. Place the
wood signpost outside of the Station entrance.

Photocopy the Main Idea, Objectives, Bible Background,
Shepherd Tips, and Check Your Facts for each leader and
shepherd. (See pages 3–7.)

WANT TO DO MORE?
Use jars, rugs, mats and other items to decorate all the rooms
like houses from the time of Paul. Have each room be a house
that is a stop on the road to Damascus.

SAFETY CHECK
❏ The church should be a place of security.

❏ Each shepherd should know the whereabouts of every child in his
or her group and where to reach a parent in case of an emergency.

❏ Make sure the children have plenty of space to move.

BIBLE STORY (5–10 minutes)

For Younger Children

Help the children locate the front of the Book of Acts in their Bibles.
Read the full title, “The Acts of the Apostles,” to the group.

For Older Children

Have the children to find the title page of the Book of Acts and look
for the full title of the book.

Note: Most Bibles list the title as “The Acts of the Apostles,”
but some do not. Be sure to have at least one Bible
for the children to use that does include the full
name of the book.

For All Ages
Say: The word Acts has more than one meaning.

When used here, the word  means “actions.”

Ask: Whose actions are being talked about here? 
(the apostles)

What is an apostle? (Apostle means messenger or one
who is sent by another. Here apostle refers to those who
were sent to tell others about Jesus’ love and teachings.)

What stories will we find in the Book of Acts? (stories about the
apostles and the things they did)
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Supplies
drawings of homes 

from Bible times
clay jars
rugs
woven mats
other items that 

might be found in a 
first century Judean 
home

Resources
Bible

Supplies
chalkboard/chalk or 

newsprint/markers

Note
Resources and
websites are constantly
changing. Check
www.powerxpress.com
for updates that may
help you in planning.

Paul

For you will be a 
witness for (Jesus) to
tell everyone what you 
have seen and heard. 

(Acts 22:15, GNT)
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Say: Our Bible story comes from chapter 9 of the Book of Acts.

This is the story of an apostle named Saul. At the beginning of our
story Saul was an enemy of Jesus but, on his way to arrest some of
Jesus’ followers, Saul changed.

Read Acts 9:1-21. Use a children’s story Bible with younger children.

ACTIVITY OPTIONS
(45–50 minutes)

Choose from the suggested activities as your time and the 
children’s interest allow.

For All Ages

Paul Makes a Change
Prepare

Photocopy the story, “Paul Makes a Change” by LeeDell Stickler
(page 79).

With the Children
Say: This story is about a man who is called to do something

dangerous. His name is Ananias. He is asked to help someone
who is his sworn enemy. He doesn’t know what’s going to
happen. He has a special part in the story. We’re going to act
out what he says.

Teach the jazzy walk to the children, then enjoy the story.

For All Ages

The Legend of the Indian
Paintbrush: Finding Your
Vision
Prepare

Bind four sticks together with twine to a create picture frame like
those shown in the illustrations of Little Gopher’s frames from The

Legend of the Indian Paintbrush. The frames need to be about two
inches bigger than the pieces of paper so that the paper can be
stretched inside of them and secured with string like Little Gopher’s.
You will need a picture frame for each child.
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Resources
page 79

Talk Tips
Ask the children to
talk about times
when they had the
courage to do
something scary.
Assure them that
God is with them,
even in the scariest
of times.

Resources
The Legend of the

Indian Paintbrush,
by Tommie dePaolo 

Supplies
white paper
paints/brushes, 

crayons, or colored
pencils
paper punch
string
sticks
twine
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Precut the paper, and punch holes around the edges. You can
always cut your paper down to fit inside the frames if needed.
Cutting the edges of the paper with uneven cuts will add to the
animal skin look of the paper.

With the Children

Read The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush.

Ask: How did Little Gopher decide what he would do for his people?
What did Little Gopher see in his vision? 
Who had visions in the story about Paul?
How is Little Gopher’s vision similar to Ananias’ vision?
How is Little Gopher’s vision similar to Paul’s vision?
Do you think God has a plan for everybody? Why, or why not?

Say: God’s vision for Ananias was for Ananias to heal Paul’s blindness.
God’s vision for Paul was for Paul to go to new places and tell
people about Jesus. Little Gopher’s vision was to use his painting
to help his people remember their stories and see the beauty of
God’s creation.

Ask: How could God use your talents to help someone else? 
What would God’s vision for you look like? 
Try to imagine it in your mind.

Give each child a piece of paper, a frame, and some string.

Help the children string their papers onto the frames, as in dePaolo’s
book. The process of preparing the canvas gives the children more time to
think but, for younger children, you may want to do this ahead of time.

Have the children use paints, crayons, or colored pencils to create pictures
of their visions. When finished, put the pictures aside the closing.

For All Ages

Saul’s Many Feelings
Divide the children into four groups. Have the groups stand in different
places around the room. Position yourself where all of the groups can
easily see you. Lead the children through “Saul’s Many Feelings.”

As you read the poem, point to one of the four groups before each stanza.
The members of this group will then strike a pose reflecting Paul’s feeling
and hold the pose until the last stanza of the poem. Before the next
stanza, point to the next group. Repeat until the last stanza.

Before the last stanza, hold your arms out to all the groups, and all
of them will “rejoice” at the end of the poem.

Repeat the poem, rotating the groups that act out each of the stanzas
until every group has had a chance to act out each of the feelings.
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Talk Tips
Some children may
have very clear
visions of what God
wants them to do,
while others will not.
These visions can be
large scale or very
simple, such as 
helping with a specific
task. Be affirming,
and do not make the
children feel judged
either way.
Remember the 
stories of Jeremiah
and Samuel. God
can give clarity of
purpose and visions
to people of all ages.

Paul
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Saul’s Many Feelings 

by Suzann Wade

(Point to the first group.)

Saul was a Pharisee;
Saul felt so angry.

(Point to the second group.)

Saul saw a blinding light;
Saul fell down in fright.

(Point to the third group.)

Saul slept for three dark days.
Saul learned to fast and pray.

(Point to fourth group.)

Saul could finally see;
Saul followed happily.

(Hold arms open toward all the groups.)

Yes, Saul heard Jesus’ voice.
Now, Saul’s learned to rejoice.

For All Ages

Dateline Damascus
Review Paul’s story from Acts 9 with the children.

Option 1

Have the children create an improvisational skit as if they are on a
news magazine show reporting from Damascus.

Possible news characters: 

Interviewer
In the field reporter
News anchors

Possible characters from the Bible Story:

Saul, before meeting Jesus
Saul, blinded and fasting
Saul, healed and baptized
Saul’s traveling companions
Judas of Damascus, the owner of the house where Saul stayed
Someone Saul arrested before coming to Damascus
Ananias
Someone who met Saul after Damascus and learned about Jesus

Divide into groups and take turns presenting different skits, or do
this activity as a class. 

Talk Tips
When did you feel
like rejoicing and
thanking God for
something? What did
you do?

Resources
Bibles

Supplies
Option 1:
costumes (Bible 

times and/or 
contemporary)

video camera
playback equipment
television

Option 2:
puppets (see 

instructions)
puppet stage 
Optional:

video camera
playback equipment
television
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Or let the children pick out characters and design a television story.
Children could conduct interviews with different people from the
Bible story, or have on the scene reporting of the events, or develop
a behind the scenes look at the apostle Paul.

Give the children plenty of time to prepare and practice their skits.
When ready, tape the skits with a video camera to watch afterward.

Option 2 

Have the children create an improvisational script for Dateline
Damascus, and perform it with puppets. Use puppets you already
have or make puppets according to the directions below.

Paul Stick Puppets:

Cut circles, about four inches in diameter, out of the cardstock.
These will be the puppet heads. Decorate the puppet heads to look
like the characters you selected for your improvisational script.

Draw faces on the heads that reflect the personality and the culture
of the character. The reporters and anchors on the news show are
from modern times, and the others are from Bible times. Glue yarn
onto the heads for hair. When glue on the hair is dry enough, use
masking tape to tape the heads onto the top of the paint stick bodies.

Cut out clothes shapes from the construction paper, using the appropriate
modern or Bible times patterns for each character. Use masking tape to
tape the clothes onto the paint sticks. This is the puppet body.

For Puppet Stage

To create a stage front, use a craft knife to cut out a rectangle opening
from one side of the box. Set the half box on its side, with the cutout
facing the audience. Open up the other side of the box, to allow the
puppeteers to reach in from the back during the performance. To keep
the stage from falling over during the performance, you may want to
tape the edges to the table along the back. 

Cut out red felt in the shape of open stage curtains and glue them to
the box on either side of the cutout opening. Give the children plenty
of time to practice their performance.

Divide the class into groups, and let the groups take turns being the
puppeteers and the audience.

Or, have a puppeteer group create a performance ahead of time to do
for the class.

Want To Do More?

Video the performance to watch as a class or show it to one of the
preschool groups.

If making puppets, have the children pick which characters to use,
and then make the puppets. 
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For Younger Children

Before and After Pictures
Prepare

Write “Saul Before Jesus” and “Saul After Jesus” in large letters on
the chalkboard or newsprint.

With the Children

Show the copies of the before and after advertisements to the children.
Talk about the ways in which the people look different. 

Say: Today, your job is to create a before and after advertisement
for Saul. You will draw a picture of Saul before meeting Jesus
and a picture of Saul after meeting Jesus. 

Give each child a piece of paper. Have them use rulers as a guide
and draw a line down the middle of the paper. They will write “Saul
Before Jesus” on top of one side of the paper and “Saul After Jesus”
on top of the other side of the paper. Provide assistance as needed.

Tell the children to draw before and after pictures of Saul on their papers.
When finished, let the children display and talk about their pictures.

For Older Children

Saul Vs. Paul Acrostics
Say: Saul, who was also called Paul, went mainly by Saul for part of

his adult life and then mainly by Paul for the rest of his adult
life. Most likely, Saul had both of these names, “Saul Paul,” for
his entire life. Many people today have both a first name and a
middle name. In Saul’s culture where Jewish people lived in a
Gentile land, the norm was to give children two names. One
would be a Jewish name and the other would be a Roman
name, which often sounded similar to the Jewish name. 

Why did Saul start going by Paul? No one knows for sure. One
thing is certain: Jesus did not change Saul’s name to Paul.
Perhaps Saul wanted people to know that he was changed.
Perhaps Saul chose to go by Paul, his Gentile name, when he was
sent to be a missionary to the non-Jewish world so that people
would be more comfortable with him. Regardless, the change of
the name has come to symbolize Paul’s change of heart.

Let children create acrostics for both names: Saul the Jew who was
a Pharisee and persecuted the Christians, and Paul the Jew who was
a follower of Jesus and an apostle to the Gentiles. 

Supplies
copies of before and 
after ads from 
newspapers or   
magazines

paper
rulers
crayons
chalkboard/chalk or 

newsprint/marker

Talk Tips
How can Jesus’ love
change us and make
us better?

Supplies
paper
pencils

Check Your
Facts
❏ Saul was most
likely named Saul
Paul: the Jewish
name Saul and the
Roman name Paul.

Paul
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An acrostic is a poem or phrase of words representing each letter of
a name. For example, an acrostic for Jesus might be: 

Jew
Elegant speaker
Son of God
Understanding friend
Savior

When finished, let the children share their acrostics and talk about
them.

Want To Do More?

Let the children create acrostics for their own names that reflect
their relationship with Jesus.

Hint: Bring a thesaurus and help the children think of descriptive
words if necessary. Create an acrostic for your own name.

CLOSING (5 minutes)

Prepare

Print the memory verse on computer labels: For you will be a witness for

(Jesus) to tell everyone what you have seen and heard. (Acts 22:15, GNT)

Option 1

If you chose “The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush” activity, have the 

children bring their vision pictures and gather in a circle. Let the children

talk about their vision drawings. 

Give each child a memory verse label. Tell them to put the labels on either

the front or the back of their vision pictures.

Option 2

Cut out a paper heart for each child before class.

Give each child a paper heart and a memory verse label. Have him or her

put the memory verse label on the heart, and write their name on the heart.

Say: God has a plan for you. God wants you to follow Jesus just as Paul

and Ananias did. God wants you to share your love, your story, and

your vision with other people. This verse was talking about Paul, but

you are also witnesses for Christ. Share what you have seen and

heard about Jesus with other people. 

Close with this prayer:

Loving God, help us follow Paul’s example as we play and go to school and

worship you this week. Amen.

Supplies
computer labels
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Paul Makes a Change
by LeeDell Stickler

Teach the children the Jazzy Walk.
(See instructions below.) This has a
slight rap feel to it. Practice several
times with the children until they
can do it easily.

1. I shoulda said uh uh.
(Jazzy walk twice to the right. Step
together step with right foot. Arms
bent at elbows. Push forward as
you step each time. Repeat.)

I shoulda said, “Oh no!”
(Jazzy walk twice to the left.)

2. I shoulda said, “I’m busy, Lord.”
(Jazz roll: Roll arms around each
other as you bend over. Reverse roll
as you straighten up.)

3. “Get someone else to go.”
(Fold arms across chest and shake
head from left to right.)

Say: In addition to the Jazzy Walk,
you can also help with some of
the actions in the story.

Ananias mumbled to himself all the
way down the busy street. It was
early in the morning. The market
vendors were just beginning to set
out their wares. But Ananias didn’t
notice. He didn’t hear the clink
clank of copper pots being hung
out for passersby to see. (Hold hand
to ear.) He didn’t smell the fresh-
baked bread coming from the
ovens. (Sniff deeply.) He didn’t take
time to buy a fresh fig from the
fruit merchant. (Rub stomach.) He
just walked faster and faster. (Pat
hands on knees faster and faster.)

(Do the Jazzy Walk.)

Now, if anyone were to ask Ananias
how he was feeling, he would
probably have said that he was
afraid. (Cover face with hands. Ask
the children, “Have you ever been
afraid? Really, really afraid?) Last
night in a vision the Lord Jesus
had appeared to him. “Ananias,”
Jesus had said, “I have something
important for you to do. There is a
man here in town, who needs you.
He has come from Jerusalem. His
name is Saul. Get up and go to the
house of Judas where he is staying.
He is waiting for you. As he waits,
he is fasting and praying because 
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he is now blind. He is waiting for
you to touch him.”

(Do the Jazzy Walk.)

“Lord,” Ananias had said, “a lot of
people have told me about this
man. He has done terrible things to
your followers in Jerusalem. (Put
hands to face.) I heard that the
priests have given him the power to
come here now and arrest anyone
who worships in your name.” 

Ananias was a follower of Jesus. He
wondered what would happen when
Saul discovered who he was. If Saul
were blind, it served him right. Why
not just leave him in the dark?

(Do the Jazzy Walk.)

“I have chosen Saul to tell foreigners,
kings, and the people of Israel about
me. I will show him how he must
suffer for worshiping in my name.”
Ananias knew Jesus would be with
him, and he went to find Saul.

(Do the Jazzy Walk.)

Ananias walked up the path to
Judas’ house and then went inside.
(Pat knees with hands, very slowly.)
There was Saul — sitting, praying,
and waiting for Ananias. Ananias
placed his hands on Saul’s face.

(Reach forward; pretend to touch a
person’s face.) Suddenly Saul could
see again! He jumped up and
shouted, “Praise the Lord! Today I
believe. I want to be a follower of
Jesus!”

Ananias baptized Saul and took
him to meet the other followers of
Jesus who lived in Damascus. Saul
told everyone how he had met
Jesus on the road to Damascus and
how he had become blind and how
he had regained his sight at
Ananias’ touch. He told everyone
that Jesus had changed his life
forever.

(Do the Jazzy Walk. Change the
poem to the following:)

I’m glad I didn’t say uh uh.
I’m glad I didn’t say no.
Thank you for the courage, Lord.
It took for me to go.

From that day on Saul spread the
word of Jesus to all ends of the
earth. He even changed his name to
Paul to show that he had really
changed. All because Ananias had
courage.

From Abingdon’s BibleZone® Younger Elementary, Volume 1, © 1997
Abingdon Press.
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