
Messages from Our Pastor 
 
Dear Oakmont Church Family, 
 
Earlier this afternoon the Rev. Steve Harding, our Minister of Media and Arts, died at Vidant Medical 
Center from surgical complications on Sunday evening to repair a broken leg.  Sadly, resuscitation 
efforts and other extraordinary medical interventions over the past 18 hours due to a pulmonary 
embolism were unsuccessful.  Steve’s mother and father, along with his sister April and her husband, 
made the difficult decision to cease any additional efforts to sustain Steve's life.  They and we are 
experiencing a tremendous sense of shock, bewilderment, and deep sadness at Steve’s death, who 
was a beloved member and minister of our family of faith.  The Hardings, though, have been buoyed 
and encouraged by the tremendous outpouring of love, prayers, support, and presence from the 
Oakmont family since Steve’s accident on Saturday evening.  I will be meeting with the Harding family 
on Tuesday morning at 9:00 am to discuss memorial service arrangements.  I ask for your prayers for 
them and our church staff as we minister to and assist them in planning a service of celebration of our 
faith and of Steve’s life in the near future.  We will keep you updated on any service and visitation 
arrangements as they develop.   
 
We are also planning the following services, and invite your participation: 
 
(1) We will hold a service to process our grief, pray, read scripture, and share some of our 
favorite “Steve” stories this Wednesday, September 11 at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.   We are delaying 
the start of our fall schedule until Wednesday, September 18 for all ages.  You are invited to bring 
your children to this service, based on your comfort level.  Preschool care for children ages five and 
under will be provided. 
  
(2) We will hold a joint worship service this Sunday, September 15 at 11:00 am.  All Sunday School 
classes will meet at 9:40 am.  Joshua Breazeale, our Minister of Education and Children, will 
communicate with Sunday School teachers and leaders in advance of Sunday regarding the location of 
your class.   We sense we need a Sunday of worship to share together and be reminded of God’s 
strength that we find through being in worship and in community as a family of faith. 
 
I also want to thank so many of you who have made phone calls, or sent emails or text messages to 
the church staff reminding us of your prayers and support.  Our Deacons especially have gone well 
beyond the call of duty in offering provisions of food, support, and encouragement to the church staff, 
knowing that we have lost a special friend and colleague in ministry.  As I met with Steve’s parents, his 
sister and her husband today to plan his memorial service, they were equally grateful and 
complimentary of the love, support, and prayers that they have felt from each of you.   
 
If you would like to send a sympathy card to Steve’s family, their addresses are: 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Harding (Steve’s parents) 
1023 NC Highway 42 South 
Asheboro, North Carolina 27205 
 

Berl and April Childers 
5429 Courtney Huntsville Road 
Yadkinville, North Carolina 27055 

 
Please continue to hold the Harding family in your prayers, as well as our entire Oakmont family as we 
grieve Steve’s death and give thanks to God for his well-lived life. 
 
With love and prayers,  
 
Prayerfully in Him, 
 
Greg Rogers 


