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Resources
pages 3–8
star pattern (page 18)

Supplies
construction paper in

several colors
tape
string

Station Objectives
By the end of the unit, children will have the opportunity to

✹ hear the story of the wise men who followed a star—a sign in the
sky—to find and worship the young Jesus;

✹ discover the wonder expressed by the wise men when they found
Jesus and experience moments of wonder as they learn about and
remember the story;

✹ examine ways that God continues to offer signs that lead us to Jesus;

✹ learn about the gifts the wise men offered to Jesus as a form of
worship and explore ways we can worship Jesus today, including
offering our gifts;

✹ connect the story of the wise men with the celebration of Epiphany.

Station Setup
Make several copies of the star pattern (page 18) on different colors of
construction paper. Cut out the stars and tape them around the room
or hang them from the ceiling with string.

ART

STATION FOCUS
Wise men from the East followed a star that led them to the
promised king, Jesus, so that they could worship him. We can
follow signs that lead us to Jesus and worship him still today.

SCRIPTURES
Matthew 2:1-12

ART 
STATION
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Be sure that each leader and shepherd has a copy of the Main Idea,
Objectives, Bible Story, Bible Background, Check Your Facts, About
the Children, Shepherd Tips, and Mission Project (pages 3–8). These
photocopies may have been handed out at the Staff Meeting.

Want to Do More?
Cut holes large enough for the children to crawl through on opposite
ends of an appliance box. Tape stars painted with glow-in-the-dark
paint to the inside of the box. Tape heavy, dark fabric over each hole.
Let the children crawl through the box to enter the room. Invite the
children to pause to look at the stars. (Provide a second entrance for
children who do not feel comfortable crawling through the box.)

Safety Check
❏ The church should be a place of security—a place where children

can count on things and people being reliable.

❏ Each shepherd should know the whereabouts of every child in his
or her group and where to reach a parent in case of an emergency.

❏ Check for allergies to any materials being used.

❏ Encourage the children to handle art supplies and tools sensibly.
Use safety scissors.

❏ Provide smocks for children to protect clothing.

Bible Story (5–10 minutes)

Read “Journey to the King” (page 26).

Ask: Why do you think God chose to announce the birth of Jesus to the
world this way? What helped the wise men find their way to Jesus?

Close your eyes and imagine what
the star of Christmas might have
looked like. What do you see?

Activity
Options
(45–50 minutes)

From the following activities choose
those that are appropriate for the age level of the children as your
time, space, and resources allow.

Resources
star pattern (page 18)

Supplies
newspaper
scissors
glow-in-the-dark

paint
paintbrushes
appliance box
heavy dark fabric

Resources
“Journey to the King”

(page 26)

Note
Resources and
websites are constantly
changing. Check
www.powerxpress.com
for updates that may
help you in planning.
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When the men went
into the house and saw the
child with Mary, his mother,

they knelt down and
worshiped him. 

(Matthew 2:11, CEV)
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For All Ages

Painting Christmas Stars
Prepare
Cover work surfaces with newspaper. Select pictures of stars to show to
the children from The Hundred Greatest Stars by James B. Kaler.
Suggestions include: Star 1 (page 4), Star 5 (page 12), Star 6 (page 14),
Star 8 (page 18), Star 28 (page 58), Star 29 (page 60), Star 32 (page
66), Star 73 (page 148), Star 85 (page 172), and Star 87 (page 176).

With the Children
Say: No one knows which star guided the magi from the East to

Bethlehem. Some say the star was undergoing an unusually bright
phase in its life cycle. Others say the Christmas star might not have
been a star at all but perhaps a comet. Others say it was actually
two planets, Saturn and Mercury, appearing so close together on
the horizon that they glowed as one bright light. Still others say it
was Jupiter appearing in an unusual place low on the morning
horizon. Whatever the star looked like, we know it was not the five-
point gold paper star that we see in Christmas plays and
decorations. In fact, stars have many shapes and can be many
different colors. Today, we will look at several pictures of stars, and
then imagine again what the Christmas star might have looked like.

Show the pictures you have selected from The Hundred Greatest Stars.
Let the children imagine what the Christmas star might have looked like.

Invite children to create paintings of the Christmas stars they imagined.

Ask: Why was the star important to the magi? What are some ways
that God continues to lead and guide people to worship Jesus today?

For All Ages

A Van Gogh Christmas
Prepare
Cover work surfaces with newspaper. Place a generous amount of each
color of paint in a small bowl. Add a small amount of glue to thicken the
paint. Stir the paint and glue into a thick mixture, add more glue or
paint as needed to create paint the consistency of thick finger paint.

With the Children
Look at the picture Starry Night with the children.

Say: Vincent Van Gogh was not a happy man. He suffered from
depression most of his life. His one outlet was his art. Over a
period of a few years, Van Gogh produced more than a thousand
paintings and sketches. Van Gogh loved to use thick paints to
give his pictures more texture and depth. During his life, people
did not appreciate his artwork. Today, however, Van Gogh’s
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Resources
The Hundred

Greatest Stars by
James B. Kaler

Supplies
newspaper
paper
tempera paints
paintbrushes
smocks

Resources
Starry Night by

Vincent Van Gogh
(prints are available
at most craft stores
and on the Internet)

“Magi Silhouettes”
(page 28)

optional: Follow the
Star MP3

Supplies
newspaper
tempera paint—dark

blue, yellow, white,
orange, and black

small bowls
glue
pencils
large sheets of heavy

white paper
medium and thick

brushes
combs
optional: MP3 player

ART
Follow the Star
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paintings sell for millions of dollars. Look at the picture Starry
Night. Imagine what the scene of the magi following the star
would have looked like if Van Gogh had painted it.

Have the children draw simple outlines of the wise men with pencil at
the bottom left corners of their sheets of heavy white paper. (Let the
children look at the “Magi Silhouettes” (page 28) for reference).

Tell the children that Van Gogh used swirling patterns for the stars
and moon. Invite the children to draw swirling shapes in the sky
above the wise men. Then have them paint around the swirling shapes
with the dark blue paint by using brushes or their fingers. Texture
can be added by dragging a comb lightly across the top of the paint.

Let the children use yellow and white paint to paint the pencil swirls
in a twirling motion. They can use black paint to fill in the outlines of
the wise men. Then they can add orange accents to the swirled stars.

Ask: How did it feel to paint this way? Why, do you think, was
painting comforting to Van Gogh? Why, do you think, did God
choose to use the stars to announce Jesus’ birth to the world?
How does the good news about Jesus get announced to the
world today? What can we do to help spread the good news
about Jesus?

For All Ages

Sparkling Star Chains
Prepare
Tear various colors of tissue paper into small pieces. Cut ribbon into
1- to 2-inch strips. Place sequins of various colors and shapes in a
bowl. Cut book-covering film into 5-inch squares. Cut 20-inch lengths
of needlepoint thread for each child.

With the Children
Give each child two pieces of book film. Invite the children to hold the
pieces backing sides together and cut them into whatever star shape
they wish. Some may want to do traditional star shapes, but remind
the children that stars come in many shapes.

Have the children remove the backing from one of the pieces of book
film and place the book film on the table sticky side up. Help the
children position one end of the needlepoint thread in the middle of
the sticky side of the book film. Be sure there is a tail of thread on one
side of the shape to use for hanging the star.

Invite the children to press small torn pieces of tissue paper, ribbons,
and sequins onto the film and then sprinkle glitter on the film.

Have the children peel the backing from the other piece of film, center
this piece of film on top of the one they have decorated, and press the
two pieces together.

Talk Tip
Help the children think
of ways to celebrate and
share the good news
about Jesus with others.

Supplies
tissue paper—

various colors
scissors
ribbons
sequins—various

shapes and colors
bowl
book covering film
ruler to measure

squares and thread
needlepoint thread
glitter
permanent marker
masking tape
step stool
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As time allows, let each child make several stars for the chain. Use a
permanent marker to write names or initials on the sparkling stars.

Ask: How do these sparkling stars remind you of the story of the
magi? What shapes did you use to make your chains?

Where do you go to worship? Are there ever decorations or
symbols in the places where you worship? How do these symbols
or decorations help create an atmosphere of worship? 

Say: When the wise men found Jesus, they worshiped him. Let’s hang
these sparkling stars in one corner of our room to create a space
where we can spend time in worship at the end of class.

Hang the sparkling star chains from the ceiling in your worship area.

For All Ages

Ways-to-Worship Stars
Prepare
Make a copy of the “Woven Star” pattern (page 27) on cardstock for each
child. Have an adult use a utility knife to cut the weaving slits in each
star. Use the paper cutter to cut colored paper into 1⁄2-inch-wide strips.

With the Children
Give each child a pre-cut star (page 27) to weave. Place the strips of
colored paper on the table.

Say: The magi journeyed hundreds of miles for many months to find
Jesus so that they could worship him and offer him gifts. Today,
people still travel many miles and overcome many obstacles to
gather together to worship Jesus and offer him gifts of praise.

Invite the children to write as many ways as they can to worship
Jesus, with each way being on a different strip of colored paper. Have
them write “Matthew 2:11” on one of the strips.

Help the children weave their strips through the slits in their weaving
stars. The ends of each strip can be trimmed off or taped down.

Ask: Where can we worship Jesus? How can these stars help us.

For All Ages

Illustrating the Magi
Review the scenes in the story of the magi. Then give each child a 5-by-7
piece of paper, an 8-by-10 piece of cardboard, and colored pencils.

Let them draw illustrations of scenes from the story of the magi on
their papers and then glue their drawings onto the middle of their
cardboard pieces.
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Talk Tip
Encourage children to
think of various ways
to worship God.

Resources
“Woven Star” pattern

(page 27)

Supplies
cardstock
utility knife (for 

adult use)
colored paper
paper cutter (for

adult use)
markers
scissors
tape

Resources
Bibles

Supplies
5-by-7 pieces of

paper
8-by-10 pieces of

cardboard
glue sticks
colored pencils
scissors
gold stationery paper
fine-tip markers or

metallic markers
paper clips
masking tape

Note
Save the woven stars to

use during the Closing.

ART
Follow the Star
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Then they can cut strips of gold stationery paper to glue around the
edges of the pictures to make a gold frame and use fine-tip markers to
write the Bible verse or key words from the Bible verse or to draw
symbols that remind them of the story on the gold frame of the picture.

Open a paper clip so one loop is opened at a ninety-degree angle.
Center the paper clip on the back of the picture so the looped edge of
the clip sticks up an inch or so above the top of the picture. Tape
down the bottom curve of the clip and the extended leg of the clip to
hold the clip in place as a hanger for the picture.

Invite the children to share their illustrations with the class.

For Younger Children

Glowing Starbursts
Prepare
Cover the work surfaces with newspaper. Provide smocks for the children.

With the Children
Have the children wear smocks for this activity and then write his or
her name on a piece of paper.

Give the children straws. Have the children practice blowing through the
straws to be sure that they blow and not inhale.Use a plastic spoon to
drop a small amount of glow-in-the-dark paint onto each child’s paper. 

Show children how to place their straws next to the paint on their
papers and blow gently to blow the paint around on the paper in
starburst shapes. If desired, add a second or third color of glow-in-
the-dark paint and repeat to create a multi-colored starburst.

Say: The star showed the wise men that Jesus had been born and that
God’s love and mercy had come for all the people of the world.
These stars can remind us that Jesus is still with us. If you hang
these stars somewhere that you can see them in the dark, they
will glow. Then when you see them glowing, you can know that
you are not alone. God loves you, and God is with you.

Ask: Why were the magi happy to see the star in the sky? What makes
you happy? What makes you think about God’s love for you?

For Older Children

Magi Silhouettes
Prepare
Make copies of the “Magi Silhouettes” (page 28) on heavy white paper.

Cover the work surfaces with newspaper and provide smocks. Pour
yellow paint into small bowls.

Supplies
newspaper
smocks
paper
pencil
glow-in-the-dark

paint
plastic spoons
straws

Resources
Magi Silhouettes

(page 28)

Supplies
newspaper
smocks
heavy white paper
scissors
dark blue or black

construction paper
small stones or

weights
cheap toothbrushes
yellow paint
small bowl
craft sticks
thin paintbrushes

AR
T

Follow the Star

24



With the Children
Have the children cut out the magi silhouettes and arrange them any
way they wish on a piece of dark blue or black paper. Place a small
stone or weight on each outline to hold it in place.

Note: Remember we do not know how many magi there were, so any
number of magi is okay.

Have children put on smocks. Then they can dip a toothbrush into
yellow paint. Have them hold the toothbrush bristles up next to the
edge of one of the silhouettes. Show them how to pull a craft stick
across the top of the brush to splatter the yellow paint onto the paper.

Repeat the splattering process around the edges of all the silhouettes
until the entire painting has been lightly but evenly splattered with
yellow paint. Remove the silhouettes to reveal the negative space
outlines of the magi.

Let the children add shading or details with paintbrushes as desired;
then set the paintings aside to dry.

Ask: What is your favorite part of the story of the magi? Why? What
lesson can we learn from the magi to apply to our lives today?
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Supplies
Christ Candle

ART
Follow the Star

CLOSING (5 minutes)Invite the children to bring their woven stars to the Closing. Gather the

children in the worship space created with the sparkling star chains.
Light a Christ candle to begin.
Say: This Christ candle reminds us of the gift of Jesus just like the

light of the star announced Jesus’ birth to the world.Ask: Now that you have had some time to think, what are some ways to

worship God?
Let children sing a favorite song from the Follow the Star MP3.
Invite the children to take their sparkling star chains and woven stars

home to create a worship space by hanging them in a special place at

home.

Say: Just like we set aside an area of this room for worship today, you

can set aside an area of your room or your house or your
backyard as a place to go and take time to worship God.

Close in a popcorn prayer of praise, inviting each child to offer a short

prayer praising God for Christmas, for the gift of Jesus, for stories from

the Bible, or for other things for which they give thanks and praise. 25
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Journey to the King
by Suzann Wade

In a land east of Bethlehem, wise men studying the stars saw something in the night
sky, a signal among the stars. They knew this star meant the King of the Jews had been
born. They packed gifts for the king and began their journey.

Following stars is not easy. Weather limits one’s ability to see the stars. Some stars only
appear at certain times of night or early in the morning. The rest of the day is spent
traveling the same way waiting for it to reappear. Some stars can only be seen in certain
months of the year, and the weeks and months in between are spent traveling the same
direction as when one last saw the star.

It is no surprise, then, that the wise men sought guidance in addition to following the
star when they arrived in Jerusalem. They were looking for the new King of the Jews. So,
they began their search in the most logical place, the palace of King Herod. Surely the
king of Judea would know where the new king was so they could worship him!

However, Herod was surprised by their news. Because he was worried, he talked with his
priests and advisors. As Gentiles, the wise men had limited knowledge of the Jewish
Scriptures and prophecies about the Messiah. However, Herod’s Jewish priests and
scholars knew that the prophets had said the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.

So, Herod met with the wise men to tell them this news. First, however, he decided to
quiz them about when the star had appeared. Knowing that the wise men had traveled
many months, Herod was trying to figure out how old the boy would be, based on when
the star appeared.

Finally, Herod told the wise men to go to Bethlehem to find the child. He asked them to
report back to him so he could go worship the child, too. The wise men did not know it
at the time, but Herod lied. He simply wanted to eliminate the young king whom he saw
as a threat to his power.

The wise men left and went to Bethlehem. Then something wonderful happened. The star
that had signaled the birth reappeared. Since the wise men had followed the star for so
long, they were thrilled and excited to see it again. The star led them to the place where
Jesus and his parents were living.

The wise men went into the house and saw Jesus with Mary. They knelt down and
worshiped him, like the shepherds had done many months before when he was born.
Then the wise men presented their gifts to Jesus. There was gold—a gift fit for a king,
frankincense—a gift fit for a great priest, and myrrh—a gift to bring comfort to one who
would suffer and die.

After they had worshiped Jesus and presented the gifts, the wise men were warned in a
dream not to return to see Herod. So, they went home to the East by a different road.

The story of the wise men reminds us that the birth of Jesus, the Messiah, was a birth
announced to the world, all the world. Jesus did not come just for the Jews. Jesus came
for all people everywhere. The wise men were the first Gentiles to celebrate God’s gift of
Jesus and to worship Jesus as the Messiah, the Savior and Lord for the world. More
than two thousand years later, people from countries and cultures all over the world
continue to celebrate and remember God’s gift of Jesus to us all.

26

AR
T

Follow the Star



Follow the Star Permission granted to photocopy for single local church use. © 2006 Abingdon Press. 27

Woven Star Pattern ART
Follow the Star



Permission granted to photocopy for single local church use. © 2006 Abingdon Press.   PowerXpress!® Bible Experience Stations®
28

AR
T

Follow the Star



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.25
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.25
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug true
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 12.024000
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [504.000 720.000]
>> setpagedevice


