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Station Objectives
Children will have the opportunity to

✹ hear the story of the wise men who followed a star—a sign in the
sky—to find and worship the young Jesus;

✹ discover the wonder expressed by the wise men when they found
Jesus and experience moments of wonder as they learn about and
remember the story;

✹ examine ways that God continues to offer signs that lead us to Jesus;

✹ learn about the gifts the wise men offered to Jesus as a form of
worship and explore ways we can worship Jesus today, including
offering our gifts;

✹ connect the story of the wise men with the celebration of Epiphany.

Station Setup
Use the star pattern (page 18) to cut stars from heavy paper. Paint the
stars in various colors of glow-in-the-dark paint. Hang them from the
ceiling.

Be sure that each leader and shepherd has a copy of the Main Idea,
Objectives, Bible Story, Bible Background, Check Your Facts, About
the Children, Shepherd Tips, and Mission Project (pages 3–8). These
photocopies may have been handed out at the Staff Meeting.

Resources
pages 3–8
star pattern (page 18)

Supplies
heavy paper
glow-in-the-dark paints
paintbrushes
hole punch
string
optional: painted stars

Important
Note
Always preview any
video you will use.
Make sure it is age
appropriate and that
the theology is
consistent with the
theology of your
church. You will need
a public performance
license to show 
copyrighted videos.

STATION FOCUS
Wise men from the East followed a star that led them to the
promised king, Jesus, so that they could worship him. We can
follow signs that lead us to Jesus and worship him still today.

SCRIPTURES
Matthew 2:1-12

VIDEO 
STATION

VIDEO
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Want to Do More?
Hang the painted stars at the top of the walls instead of from the
ceiling. String white Christmas lights along the ceiling. If you have a
tiled ceiling, use paper clips as hangers. Place half the clip inside the
lip holding the tiles. The other half of the clip makes a hanger. Cover
the lights with a layer of black garden fabric. When you turn on the
lights, they will shine through the fabric and look like stars in the sky.

Safety Check
❏ The church should be a place of security—a place where children

can count on things and people being reliable.

❏ Each shepherd should know the whereabouts of every child in his
or her group and where to reach a parent in case of an emergency.

❏ Teach the children how to use safely any equipment they may handle.

❏ Be sure all equipment is working safely and any exposed cords are
placed where children will not trip over them.

❏ Create a safe environment in which children feel able to share or
not share during discussions.

Bible Story (5–10 minutes)

With Younger Children
Read Matthew 2:1-12.

Ask: Jesus was about two years old when
the wise men came. What gifts would you
give to a two-year-old today?  The wise men
worshiped Jesus. What do you think of
when you here the word worship?

With Older Children
Read Matthew 2:1-12.

Ask: How old would you guess Jesus was
when the wise men arrived? Why were the wise men willing to make
the long journey? What did the wise men do when they found Jesus? If
you knew Jesus was somewhere, what would you do to go see him?
What would you do once you got there?

Activity Options
From the following activities chose those that are appropriate for the
age level of the children as your time, space, and resources allow.

(45–50 minutes)
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Supplies
white Christmas lights
large paper clips
tape
black garden cloth
ladder
extension cords

Resources
Bibles

Note
Resources and
websites are constantly
changing. Check
www.powerxpress.com
for updates that may
help you in planning.

When the men went
into the house and saw the
child with Mary, his mother,

they knelt down and
worshiped him. 

(Matthew 2:11, CEV)
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For All Ages

The Storykeepers
Prepare
Locate a copy of The Christmas Storykeepers. Although it is out of print,
you may find it in a church library, a video store, or online. The story of
the wise men begins 15 minutes into the segment (00:17:15).

With the Children
Show the video until Ben says, “One thing is certain: They didn’t
return to Herod’s Palace” (about 3 minutes 30 seconds).

Ask: What does Ben say the magi do? How many magi were in the
video? How many magi were in the Bible? Why do you think
people often say there were three magi? (Hint: Look at gifts.)
What did each of the gifts represent? gold? frankincense? myrrh?
What are some ways we can worship Jesus with gifts today?

Invite the children to draw pictures showing a way they can worship
Jesus as the magi did. Let them show their drawings to the class.

For All Ages 

A Special Christmas
Prepare
Cue the DVD to Scene 5, “A Christmas They Never Forgot,” which is
22 minutes 47 seconds into the episode. (Use the skip function on the
DVD player to skip ahead scenes.) The segment opens with snow
blowing outside the house, then moves inside. Caroline steps away
from the fire and says, “They must be freezing out there.” 

With the Children
Say: Little House on the Prairie was a TV show that told the story of

Laura Ingalls Wilder’s family as they grew up in the 1800s. In
this episode, when Laura’s family is snowed in at Christmas,
they remember Christmas stories from earlier years. This story is
about Mr. Edwards, who made an incredible journey. As you
watch, think about how Mr. Edwards is like the magi.

Show the segment you have cued. Watch until the end of the story
with Mr. Edwards. Stop when the  background music finishes “Deck
the Halls” and the scene fades from the house in Kansas to the
current house (at 30 minutes 51 seconds).

Ask: What did Mr. Edwards do for Laura and her sisters? What type of
journey did he make to get to their house? How did Mr. Edwards’
actions make Laura’s mom feel? How was Mr. Edwards like the
magi? Do you think the journey of the magi was difficult at
times? What are some challenges the magi may have faced? How
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Resources
The Christmas

Storykeepers or
The Storykeepers
Collection Volume 2
(Starlight Escape:
The Christmas
Episode is part of
the set.) DVD

Supplies
TV
DVD player
paper
colored pencils or

crayons

Talk Tip
Help the children realize
that the number of magi
is not important. What is
important is who the
magi were: non-Jews
who worshiped Jesus as
King and Messiah for all
people.

Resources
Little House on the

Prairie: Christmas
at Plum Creek and
A Christmas They
Never Forgot DVD

Supplies
TV
DVD player
paper
pencils
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do you think Mary felt when she realized the magi had traveled
for one to two years to bring gifts to her son and worship him?

Say: Both Mr. Edwards and the magi honored people by bringing them
gifts. What gift could you give this year to honor someone you
love? (Let children use paper and pencils to write their responses.)

Ask: How do you think Mr. Edwards felt after he delivered his gifts to
the Ingalls? How do you think the magi felt after they delivered
their gifts to Jesus? Can you think of a time when you felt really
good about a gift that you gave someone?

For All Ages

Finding Nemo
Prepare
Cue the DVD for the first clip, Scene 7, “Meeting Dory.” The scene
starts at about 16:09, when Marlin says, “Has anybody seen a boat?”

With the Children
Say: Today, we are going to watch scenes from Finding Nemo and

think about signs and people in our lives that lead us to Jesus.

Show the first clip for about 2 minutes 21 seconds. Stop at about
18:30, where Dory reintroduces herself and says, “Can I help you?”

Ask: What happened when Marlin tried to follow Dory? How do you
think the wise men knew which star to follow? What happens
when we follow people who do not know where they are going?

Move to Scene 21, “Inside the Whale.” The scene starts at about 1:08:06
with a view of Sydney Harbor. Watch until Dory says, “Wow! I wish I
could speak whale!” (about 1:13:31).

Ask: What happened when Marlin trusted Dory? Whose directions
was Dory following? Did Dory and Marlin know what would
happen when they let go? Did the magi know what would
happen when they found Jesus? Do we know what will happen
when we trust and follow God’s signs for us?

Next, choose Scene 28, “Fishing Net,” when Dory says, “Ah! Look out!”
Watch until the fish break free from the net and cheer.

Ask: Why was it hard for Marlin to follow Dory’s lead? Was it hard for
the magi to follow the star? Have you ever followed another’s lead
even when you were scared to do so? What happened?

For All Ages

March of the Penguins
Prepare
Preview the portion of the DVD that you will show to the children.
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Resources
Finding Nemo DVD

Supplies
TV
DVD player

Talk Tip
Be ready to talk with
the children about
times you have
followed the lead of
others as you sought
to follow Jesus.

Resources
March of the Penguins

DVD

Supplies
TV
DVD player
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With the Children
Say: In this video, we will see how Emperor penguins from all over

Antarctica are drawn to make a difficult journey of many miles
inland to the place where they were born. Look for ways the
journey of the penguins is like the journey of the magi.

Watch the DVD until the narrator says, “Finally, often on the same
day, even around the same time, they will arrive at the place where
each and every one of them was born.”

Ask: What leads the penguins to the same place every year? Why does
the narrator call this a love story? What difficulties do the
penguins face?

What led the magi to follow a star in search of Jesus? How is the
story of the magi a story about love? What were some of the
difficulties the magi faced on their journey?

What are some ways God calls us to seek Jesus? What are some
difficulties we face in our journey?

For All Ages

Searching for Signs
Invite children to act out the story using “Searching the Stars for
Signs” (pages 86–88). Let children dress in Bible costumes. For camels,
stuff paper grocery bags with newspaper to make humps. Wrap tape
loosely around the child’s torso and paper hump to hold it in place.

Decide how many magi, camels, and advisors you need then divide the
readings for each of these among the children. Have each child highlight
the portions of the script he or she will read.

Help the children make four scene-change posters: The Next Morning,
Many Days Later, Months Later, and One to Two Years Later.

For All Ages

Select Your Own Video
Many appropriate videos are available through local Christian
resource centers or libraries. Your pastor or Christian education
coordinator can tell you how to contact them. Videos may also be
found through public libraries or video rental stores.

Be sure the video reflects the true meaning of this unit and is
appropriate for the age level viewing it.

Preview the video. Then prepare at least three questions based on the
video that will help children recognize gift-giving and worship.
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Talk Tip
Be prepared to share
some challenges you’ve
faced in your journey to
follow God and Jesus.
Share ways God helped
you overcome these
obstacles.

Resources
“Searching the Stars

for Signs” (pages
86–88)

Supplies
Bible-times costumes
newspaper, paper

bags, and masking
tape for camels

crown
large scrolls
flashlight
blankets
satchels
vases and jars
chests
highlighters—many

colors
posterboard
markers
video camera
video playback

equipment

Resources
DVD or video of your

choice

Supplies
TV
VCR or DVD player
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A Magi: (pointing to the sky) Look! Do you see
that?

A Magi: Do you mean that big light from that
planet over there or the way that my camel
just spat all the way across the camp?

A Magi: (ignoring last magi) Look at it! It’s
amazing! Jupiter is shining in the house of
Aries! Do you know what this means?

A Magi: The prophecies of the Jewish people
must be coming true. This is a good sign for
the land of Judea.

A Magi: We must watch the sky for signs to
know for sure.

A Magi: We must also keep watch on the
camels. No telling where they might spit
next.

(Hold the poster that says “The Next Morning”  in
front of the camera.)

A Camel: Did you hear the magi talking last
night?

A Camel: (proudly) Yeah, I really impressed
them with that one!

A Camel: No, not that—the talk about the
light. They seemed excited about that star
in the sky.

A Camel: Well, of course they are excited.
They watch the skies all the time for signs
of great things happening in the world.

A Camel: I heard my master squeal with
delight this morning. He said the moon
made the sun go away and when the sun
came back there was a star in the
morning sky. A morning star means a
king is born. He ran to tell the others
what he saw.

A Camel: Here come all of the magi now! Wow,
they are carrying a lot. We had  better be
ready. Looks like we are going on a long
trip.

A Camel: Oh boy! I love trips!

(Hold poster that says “Many Days Later” in
front of the camera.)
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CLOSING (5 minutes)Gather in a circle for the closing blessing. Place a small amount of the

blessing oil on your fingertip. With the oil make a small cross on the

forehead of the child. As you place the oil on the child’s head,
Say: {Name of child), may you be blessed with the vision of the magi.

May you see the signs that are around you everyday, leading you

to follow Jesus and worship him.Now let the last child use the oil or balm to bless you.Close With Prayer: Dear God, help us to recognize the signs that lead

us to Jesus so that we can honor and worship him everyday. Amen.

Supplies
frankincense and

myrrh oil or balm
(available at
Christian supply
stores)

Searching the Stars for Signs
by Suzann Wade

Characters
Multiple Magi Herod
Multiple camels Multiple advisors
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A Magi: The signs are still there. We must go
west to Judea.

A Magi: What do we say to a newborn king?

A Magi: I don’t know what we say, but I know
what we bring. We have plenty of gold, but
we should stop in Petra and get
frankincense and myrrh to take as well.

A Magi: Then to Petra we will go.

A Magi: To Petra! And then on to see the King!

A Magi: Can we get snacks while we are there,
too? Riding this long gives me the munchies.

(Hold poster that says “Many Weeks Later” in
front of the camera.)

A Camel: How many days have we traveled
now?

A Camel: Who knows? I lost count after the
stop in Petra.

A Camel: How many gifts could one small
child need?

A Camel: For the King of Kings no gift is too
great, and no bundle is too much. We
should be honored to carry such a load.

A Camel: Can’t I be tired while I’m being
honored? My hump is aching, and from
what I heard the magi say last night, we
still have many moons to go before we find
our king.

A Camel: Until then, we will just keep following
the star.

A Camel: Follow the star! And then we will
find our King!

(Hold poster that says “One to Two Years
Later” in front of the camera.)

A Magi: Finally, we have reached Judea. Let’s
go to the court of the king. He will know
where the newborn King of the Jews is.

An Advisor: (to the magi) May I help you?

A Magi: We are searching for the King of the
Jews. May we speak to your king and see if
he can help us on our way.

A Magi: We are tired and have traveled many
miles. Is there a place we can rest our
camels while we speak to your king?

An Advisor: (to magi) I will care for your
animals. (to camels) Follow me.

An Advisor: (to Herod) Sir, these men (motions
to the magi) have come from many miles
away in search of the King of the Jews.

Herod: Fine, fine. Show them in.

Herod: (to the magi) I hear you have traveled
many miles to see the King of the Jews.
Well, you are in luck; here I am. (Herod
grandly motions to himself.) Feel free to
bow.

A Magi: (still standing) Do you know where we
can find the young child who has been
born the king of the Jews?

Herod: (looking surprised) Young child?

A Magi: Yes, we saw the signs in the sky. The
movement of the planets, the morning star
on the horizon, clearly the promised King
of the Jews has been born.

A Magi: Please, tell us where to find this king.
We want to worship him and offer him the
many gifts we have brought.

Herod: (confused) Gifts? Signs? Sky? Child?
Did you say, gifts?

A Magi: Yes, gifts for the child king. The star
has led us here. Are we not in the right
place to find the child?

Herod: No, no, no, you have come to the right
place. Let me ask my advisors, and I will
let you know where to go. Meanwhile, go
rest. You have had a long trip. How long
ago did your star appear?

A Magi: Well more than a year ago.

Herod: That long? You have been traveling all
this way for almost two years. In that case
you really do deserve to rest. Make yourself
at home. We will let you know soon where
you need to go.

(The magi leave.)
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Herod: Get my advisors in here, now! Find
every rabbi, every Pharisee, every Sadducee,
and bring them here! I need to know more
about this child!

(Advisors arrive looking worried.)

Herod: First of all, can anyone tell me why I
have to hear about the birth of a new king
from some wise guys from the East?

An Advisor: Sir, we are as surprised as you
are at their news.

Herod: Shouldn’t you people know when a
new king for the Jews has been born?

An Advisor: Perhaps these men are mistaken.

Herod: You heard them describe the signs in
the sky. These are men who do nothing
but watch the sky for signs. After you
heard what they said, do you really think
they’re mistaken?

An Advisor: No, they sounded pretty sure,
and if what they say is true, it would fulfill
the Scripture that a new star will appear
in the sky at the birth of the Messiah.

Herod: (shivers) So, if they are right, where
would you go to look for this so-called King
of the Jews?

An Advisor: According to the prophet Micah,
the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem, the
city of David.

Herod: Then to Bethlehem we will send them,
and once they have found the child and
told us where he is, we will end this mess.

(Hold poster that says “The Next Morning” in
front of the camera.)

Herod: (joyfully, to the magi as they enter)
Good morning, friends. I have good news. I
trust you all slept well.

A Magi: Ah, yes, we slept very well, except for
my achy knees,of course. These many
months of travel have not been easy.

A Magi: (interrupting) You have news? You
found the child?

A Magi: Please, tell us where to go so we may
worship him.

Herod: (smiles) I will tell you, but I ask a
small favor in return. Once you have
worshiped him, return here and tell me
how to find the boy so I can give him a
special gift and worship him, too.

A Magi: Where should we look for this child?

Herod: The prophets say that the child was to
be born in Bethlehem, just a few miles
south of here.

A Magi: Thank you, King Herod.

Herod: Thank me when you come back to see
me. Now, you have waited long enough. Go
and see the child.

(The magi leave Herod. The camera follows the
magi.)

A Magi: (to the camera) That was the last time
we ever saw Herod.

A Magi: From his palace, we set out to find
the King.

A Magi: As we traveled, we once again, saw
the star of the King appear in the sky.
What a joy it was to see that star!

A Magi: When we got to Bethlehem, we found
the child just as Herod said we would. The
boy was in a house with his parents.

A Magi: When we saw him, we fell on our
knees. We worshiped him and gave him
our gifts of myrrh, frankincense, and gold.

A Magi: The child and his parents were
pleased we had come. Our months of
travel were worth it just to see Jesus, the
King.

A Magi: Later, we dreamed that we should not
return to Herod.

A Magi: So, we left Bethlehem and never
returned to Jerusalem.

A Magi: I always wondered what became of
our great king, the young child who came
to bring love to the world.
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