
Follow the Star Permission granted to photocopy for single local church use. © 2006 Abingdon Press.

Station Objectives
By the end of the unit, children will have the opportunity to

✹ hear the story of the wise men who followed a star—a sign in the
sky—to find and worship the young Jesus;

✹ discover the wonder expressed by the wise men when they found
Jesus and experience moments of wonder as they learn about and
remember the story;

✹ examine ways that God continues to offer signs that lead us to Jesus;

✹ learn about the gifts the wise men offered to Jesus as a form of
worship and explore ways we can worship Jesus today, including
offering our gifts;

✹ connect the story of the wise men with the celebration of Epiphany.

Station Setup
Wrap three large gift boxes with wrapping paper and top them with
bows. Place a large gift tag on each box that says, “For: Jesus—From:
The Magi.” Place the gift boxes at the entrance to the Station.

STATION FOCUS
Wise men from the East followed a star that led them to the
promised king, Jesus, so that they could worship him. We can
follow signs that lead us to Jesus and worship him still today.

SCRIPTURES
Matthew 2:1-12

STORYTELLING 
STATION
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Resources
pages 3–8

Supplies
large gift boxes
wrapping paper
bows
gift tags



Be sure that each leader and shepherd has a copy of the Main Idea,
Objectives, Bible Story, Bible Background, Check Your Facts, About
the Children, Shepherd Tips, and Mission Project (pages 3–8). These
photocopies may have been handed out at the Staff Meeting.

Want to Do More?
Hang a large piece of mural paper on the wall near the gift boxes.
Write the heading “What Gift Would YOU Bring to Jesus?” at the top.
Frame the mural paper with the wrapping paper strips. As the
children arrive, invite them to write responses.

Safety Check
❏ The church should be a place of security—a place where children

can count on things and people being reliable.

❏ Each shepherd should know the whereabouts of every child in his
or her group and where to reach a parent in case of an emergency.

❏ Make sure the children have plenty of space for the activities
selected. Remove any obstacles.

❏ Make sure children use equipment in a safe manner. If necessary,
invite extra help for the number of children in the station.

Bible Story (5–10 minutes)

Read Matthew 2:1-12 from The Message by Eugene Peterson. The
passage stops where it says, “So they worked out another route, … and
returned to their own country.”

Ask: How did the wise men know which way to go to look for the baby?
Who told the wise men that they needed to go to Bethlehem? Why
did Herod pretend to want to worship the child? What happened
when the wise men found Jesus? Why did the wise men not go back
to see Herod? Why is it important for us to learn about this story?

Activity
Options
From the following activities choose
those that are appropriate for the age
level of the children as your time,
space, and resources allow.

(45–50 minutes)
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Supplies
mural paper
markers
wrapping paper
scissors
tape

Resources
The Message (New

Testament) by
Eugene Peterson

Note
Resources and
websites are constantly
changing. Check
www.powerxpress.com
for updates that may
help you in planning.

74

Follow the Star
ST

OR
Y

When the men went
into the house and saw the
child with Mary, his mother,

they knelt down and
worshiped him. 

(Matthew 2:11, CEV)



For All Ages

Pass the Gift
Prepare
Wrap an empty gift box.

With the Children
Gather the children in a circle. Play the instrumental track of one of
the songs from the Follow the Star MP3. As the music plays, pass the
gift around the circle.

When you stop the music, have the child holding the gift say one
sentence that begins the story of the magi. For example: When Jesus
was born in Bethlehem, a star appeared in the sky.

Start the music again and begin passing the gift around the circle.
When you stop the music again, have the child holding the gift say a
sentence that tells the next part of the story. For example: Magi from
another country in the East saw the star.

Start the music again and continue passing the gift. Continue playing
until the entire story has been told. If the children get stumped or
confused, let them consult a Bible to see what happens next in the
story. For younger children, use the Bible to help them find the
passage that comes next in the story.

Ask: How did it feel to tell the story piece by piece? Was it hard to
remember where we were in the story and what came next? After
telling and listening to the story piece by piece, which part of the
story is your favorite? Why?

For All Ages

Good News Headlines
Prepare
Collect magazines and newspapers. 

With the Children
Invite the children to read Matthew 2:1-12, or read it with the younger
children.

Have the children cut and paste words and letters from magazines and
newspapers onto 11-by-17 paper to make front-page headlines about
magi from the East coming to see the young Jesus and offering gifts.

Invite the children to write stories about the event under their
headlines and to draw pictures to go with their stories.

Invite the children to show their front-page stories and headlines to
the class.
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Resources
Bibles
✹ Follow the Star

MP3

Supplies
MP3 player
wrapped package

Resources
Bibles

Supplies
magazines
newspapers
scissors
11-by-17 paper
glue sticks or glue
pencils
colored pencils
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Ask: Why did you choose the headline you did? How do you think
newspapers, magazines and the T.V. news would report on the
journey of the magi today?

Post the front-page posters in a hallway where others can see them.

For All Ages

Where Do They Fit? 
Prepare

Make copies of “Where Do They Fit? Organizing the Story of Christmas”
(page 80, top). Set up a Nativity set on the west side of the room.

With the Children
Give each child a copy of “Where Do They Fit? Organizing the Story of
Christmas” (page 80, top) and a pencil. Place Bibles on a table.

Say: Each year, we celebrate the stories of Jesus’ birth at Christmas.
We get out our Nativity sets and remember the stories of angels,
shepherds, and wise men. However, in our celebrations we
sometimes get the events out of order and wind up with everyone
gathered at the manger on one magical night. In reality, the story
of Jesus’ birth was so big that the story took nearly two years to
complete. Today, we are going to put the Bible stories about
Christmas in order and then see how that impacts the way we
tell the story of Jesus’ birth in our lives.

Invite the children to complete the “Where Do They Fit? Organizing the
Story of Christmas” sheet. Have the shepherds help younger children.

Ask: What did you discover about the order of the story? Look at our
Nativity. If we remember the biblical version of the story, would
we have our wise men at the manger with Jesus? Where would
the wise men be?

Use a compass to locate which direction is east in your room. Let the
children put the wise men from the Nativity across the room to the East.

Ask: If we wanted to use the Nativity to show just the moment that
Jesus was born, who else would we take out of the Nativity
scene? Where would we put the angel and the shepherds?

Let the children select an area of the room to be the fields outside of
Bethlehem and place the angel and the shepherds there.

Ask: Where were Mary and Joseph when they first heard the good
news that Jesus was coming?

Nazareth is to the north of Bethlehem. Help the children find
north and put Mary and Joseph on the north side of the room.
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Resources
Bibles
“Where Do They Fit?

Organizing the
Story of Christmas”
(page 80, top)

Supplies
Nativity set
male play doll (to be

Herod)
pencils
compass

Talk Tip
Sometimes the biblical
stories of our faith and
the traditional stories
are different. For
example, the Bible
says some magi (men
who studied the stars)
came to see Jesus.
Church tradition has
said that three kings
came to see Jesus.
While the Bible story is
probably more factually
accurate, both the
Bible and tradition
enrich the value and
richness of our faith.
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Where were Mary and Joseph and Jesus when the wise men
finally arrived in Bethlehem? What could be their house in this
room? (Help the children select an appropriate “house.”)

Say: Now, using your sheets and the pieces from the Nativity, let’s tell
the entire story of Jesus’ birth and see where the wise men fit
into our story.

Begin with Gabriel announcing the good news about Jesus to Mary in
Nazareth on the north side of the room. Then have the angel talk to
Joseph in Nazareth. Have Mary and Joseph journey to Bethlehem and
find shelter before Jesus is born!

As you tell the story, continue moving the Nativity pieces to the
appropriate places in the room. When Herod enters the story, you will
need an extra Nativity piece or a male doll to represent Herod.
Remember, Jerusalem is located just north of Bethlehem; so, use the
compass to find where to put Herod when the time comes.

For All Ages

Christmas-Story Bracelets
Prepare
Make a copy of the Christmas-Story Bracelet (page 80, bottom) for
each child.

Place each type of bead or charm into a small bowl so the children can
pull from the different bowls as they make their bracelets. Cut apart a
copy of the “Christmas-Story Bracelet” sheet, and tape the description
for each bead or charm on the table next to the corresponding bowl.
Cut lacing into 10-inch lengths.

With the Children
Have children tie a knot about 2 inches from one end of the lacing.

Let the children thread the charms or beads onto the lacing in the order
found on the “Christmas-Story Bracelet” sheet. Encourage the children
to think about the part of the story told by each charm or bead.

When the children have threaded all the beads or charms onto their
bracelets, have them tie a secure knot at the opposite end of the
bracelet to secure the beads in place.

Show the children how to tie the bracelets around their wrists.

Encourage the children to use their bracelets to tell you the story of
the wise men coming to see Jesus in their own words.

Option: The children can make these bracelets, or a second bracelet if
time allows, to give away as gifts. Let them place the bracelets in small
gift boxes. Decorate the gift boxes with markers and tie with ribbons.
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Resources
“Christmas-Story

Bracelet” (page 80,
bottom)

Supplies
FOR EACH CHILD

2 crystal beads
1 heart bead or

charm
1 blue bead
1 wooden bead
1 clear bead
1 star charm
1 crown charm
3 purple beads
2 tan beads
3 silver beads
1 gold bead
1 green bead
1 gray bead
1 cross charm
1 Christmas charm

or bead
lacing
small bowls
scissors
tape
optional: small gift

boxes, ribbon 

ANSWERS

“Where Do They Fit?
(page 80, top)

7 or 6 12
10 6 or 7
1 9
8 4
3 11
5 2
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For Younger Children

The Last Straw
Read the story The Last Straw by Fredrick H. Thury to the children.

Ask: What did the sand tell Hoshmakaka at the beginning of the story?
What had he been chosen to do? What was the old camel’s first
reaction? What did the young camels think of what Hoshmakaka
had been chosen to do? Who were some of the people who
brought gifts for the old camel to carry? What were some of the
gifts they brought? What was the last gift the young boy gave the
camel to carry? If you had a chance to give Hoshmakaka a gift to
take to the young Jesus, what would you give? Why? When the
wise men arrived where Jesus was, they knelt down and
worshiped him. What does it mean to worship Jesus? What are
some ways we can worship Jesus today?

Pick a song from the Follow the Star MP3 to sing with the children as
a way of worshiping Jesus.

For Older Children

Sensory Bible Story
Prepare
Place a small amount of frankincense on a small purple napkin and a
small amount of myrrh on a small black napkin for each child. Collect
a few gold dollar coins. If desired, you can collect enough coins to give
one to each child, but this is not necessary for the story.

With the Children
Pass out the frankincense (purple) napkins and the myrrh (black)
napkins to the children. Place the gold coins in the middle of the
table. Invite the children to smell their napkins and to look at and feel
the gold coins.

Say: Here are the three gifts—frankincense, myrrh, and gold—that the
magi brought for Jesus. These gifts may seem like strange gifts
to give to a toddler, but even though it is not obvious at first, the
gifts given to Jesus were perfect for the Messiah.

Smell the purple napkin. This smell is frankincense.
Frankincense was the only incense holy enough to burn on the
Temple altar. Temple priests burned frankincense and offered
sacrifices to God on behalf of the people. As Savior, Jesus did not
offer sacrifices the way the Temple priests did; instead, he offered
the ultimate sacrifice, himself, when he gave his life so that we
can live. Frankincense was a good gift for the Messiah who acted
on our behalf with God.
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Resources
Bibles
✹ “From a Distant

Home” lyrics

Supplies
overhead projector
frankincense

(available at
Christian supply
stores)

myrrh (available at
Christian supply
stores)

small napkins (purple
and black)

Sacagawea gold
dollar coins

Resources
The Last Straw by

Fredrick H. Thury
✹ Follow the Star

MP3

Supplies
MP3 player
lyric transparency and

sheet music for the
song you will use
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On the table there are some gold coins. Gold was the gift given to
kings in ancient times. As God’s Son, Jesus was the King of
Kings; therefore, gold was an appropriate gift for Jesus the King.

Smell the black napkin. This smell is myrrh. Oils containing
myrrh were used to anoint and prepare dead bodies for burial.
By offering myrrh, the magi seemed to be saying that they knew
that Jesus would face suffering and death. Myrrh was the perfect
gift for Jesus, who would suffer and die for our sins.

Look at the lyrics of “From a Distant Home” with children. Locate the
portion of the song that talks about the three gifts.

Ask: How do the lyrics about the gifts in the song echo what we
learned each gift means? What parts of the song are different
from what we have learned about the magi?
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Resources
star pattern (page 18)

Supplies
gold or silver

heavyweight
stationery paper

scissors
frankincense and

myrrh blessing oils
(available at
Christian supply
stores)
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CLOSING (5 minutes)

Prepare
Use the star pattern (page 18) to cut gold or silver stars out of heavyweight

stationery paper. Rub the stars with the frankincense and myrrh oils.

With the Children

Say: We have remembered the story of the wise men and the stories about

Jesus’ birth many different ways today. Each of you has a special gift to

give to the people in your family. You can take the stories you have

heard here today and the things you have done and share them with the

people in your home.

As you give each child one of the prepared stars, say: “(Name of Child), this

star is a blessing for you to share with your family.”

Repeat until all the children have their stars.

Say: Hang your star at home somewhere that you will see it often. If you have

a Nativity set, you may want to hang the star over the Nativity. Then

whenever you see the star, remember the things you have learned about

the story of the wise men and take time to tell one of the stories or

something you have learned to someone in your family.

Close With Prayer: Thank you, God, for the gift of Jesus. Thank you for

the example of the wise men. Thank you for the special people you have

placed in our lives who help us to learn more about you. Help us to be

like the star of Jesus. Help us to shine the good news about your love to

the world. Help us to share the stories we have learned with others and

to teach others about the promise of Jesus’ love and mercy for all. In

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

STORY



____ Angels announce Jesus’ birth to the
shepherds.

____ Wise men arrive in Jerusalem looking for
the King of the Jews.

____ Gabriel announces the good news about
Jesus to Mary.

____ Shepherds race to Bethlehem to kneel
and worship Jesus.

____ Mary and Joseph journey to Bethlehem
for the census.

____ Jesus is born!

____ Wise men bring gifts to the child Jesus
and his family.

____ Wise men in the East see a star in the sky.

____ Mary and Joseph find a house where they
can stay in Bethlehem until the young
Jesus is old enough to make the trip back
to Nazareth.

____ Mary and Joseph find shelter among the
animals in Bethlehem.

____ Herod sends the wise men to Bethlehem.

____ An angel tells Joseph that Mary will give
birth to the Son of God and instructs
Joseph to name the boy Jesus.
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Christmas-Story Bracelet 

Where Do They Fit? 
Organizing the Story of Christmas

Number the following statements 1–12 to put the events of Christmas in order.
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Look at the beads on the bracelet. Remember
the good news: the King of Kings has come!

2 Crystal Beads: Angels brought Good News! 

Heart Bead or Charm: God was sending Jesus
to show us God’s great love for us.

Blue Bead and Wooden Bead: A young woman
named Mary would soon have a child. Mary and
her husband, Joseph the carpenter, would
raise the boy, God’s Son, and name him Jesus.

Clear Bead: Soon the beautiful baby was born!

Star Charm: And on the night he was born, a
star appeared in the sky.

Crown Charm: The star announced to those
who watched the skies that a great king had
been born.

3 Purple Beads: In the East, magi saw the
star appear. The magi decided to go and find
the newborn king.

2 Tan Beads: For two years, they traveled
across the desert, following the star.

3 Silver Beads: When they found the young
Jesus, they worshiped him and gave him three
wonderful gifts:

• Gold Bead: Gold, a gift fit for a king;
• Green Bead: Frankincense, a gift

appropriate for a priest;
• Gray Bead: And myrrh, a gift usually

given at someone’s death showed that the
wise men knew the baby would suffer.

Cross Charm: Even though they were not Jews
and they had come from a distant land, the
wise men knew that this young boy was God’s
anointed one, the Messiah who had come to
save the world.

Christmas Charm or Bead: That is why we
continue to celebrate the birth of Jesus—God’s
Son sent to earth to show us just how much
God loves us. Every Christmas we share gifts
with one another, and we remember those wise
travelers, who traveled two years across the
desert to worship and offer gifts to Jesus.

Remember the joy of Christmas, and seek out
ways you can worship and honor Jesus!
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