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Station Objectives
Children will have the opportunity to

✹ hear the story of the wise men who followed a star—a sign in the
sky—to find and worship the young Jesus;

✹ discover the wonder expressed by the wise men when they found
Jesus and experience moments of wonder as they learn about and
remember the story;

✹ examine ways that God continues to offer signs that lead us to Jesus;

✹ learn about the gifts the wise men offered to Jesus as a form of
worship and explore ways we can worship Jesus today, including
offering our gifts;

✹ connect the story of the wise men with the celebration of Epiphany.

Station Setup
Decorate the room with star charts and maps of the ancient and
modern world. If star charts are not available, display a book such as
Find the Constellations by H. A. Rey.

Resources
pages 3–8
star charts (available

from a planetarium,
an observatory
or the Internet)

maps of the modern
and ancient world

optional: Find the
Constellations by
H. A. Rey

Supplies
tape

STATION FOCUS
Wise men from the East followed a star that led them to the
promised king, Jesus, so that they could worship him. We can
follow signs that lead us to Jesus and worship him still today.

SCRIPTURES
Matthew 2:1-12

SCIENCE 
STATION

SCIENCE
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Be sure that each leader and shepherd has a copy of the Main Idea,
Objectives, Bible Story, Bible Background, Check Your Facts, About
the Children, Shepherd Tips, and Mission Project (pages 3–8). These
photocopies may have been handed out at the Staff Meeting.

Want to Do More?
Take a star chart to a copy shop and make several copies on their
oversize or engineering-size copier. Copies will cost about $2.00–3.00.

Safety Check
❏ The church should be a place of security—a place where children

can count on things and people being reliable.

❏ Each shepherd should know the whereabouts of every child in his
or her group and where to reach a parent in case of an emergency.

❏ Make sure children use equipment in a safe manner.

❏ If necessary, invite extra adult help for the number of children in
this station.

Bible Story (5–10 minutes)

Prepare
Set up a telescope looking out one of the windows in the room.

Recruit an adult or teen to play Professor Gazer and give him or her a
copy of the story “Follow the Star” (page 70–71) to read ahead of time.

With the Children
Have an adult dress as Professor Gazer to tell the story of the magi
using “Follow the Star” (pages 70–71). Let the adult use a telescope, a
notebook, and a pencil as props.

Activity
Options
From the following activities choose
those that are appropriate for the age
level of the children as your time, space,
and resources allow.

(45–50 minutes)
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Resources
oversized copies of a

star chart

Resources
“Follow the Star”

(pages 70–71)

Supplies
lab coat
telescope
spiral notebook
pencil

Note
Resources and
websites are constantly
changing. Check
www.powerxpress.com
for updates that may
help you in planning.
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When the men went
into the house and saw the
child with Mary, his mother,

they knelt down and
worshiped him. 

(Matthew 2:11, CEV)
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For All Ages

Check the Facts
Prepare
Make copies of Check Your Facts (pages 5–7) and “Fact, Fiction, or
Who Knows?” (page 72) for the children.

With the Children
Check your church library If You’d Been There in Bible Times by
Stephanie Jeffs (pages 34–35) or another kid-friendly Bible
encyclopedia. Share information about the wise men and the gifts that
they brought.

Say: Life in Bible times was different from life today. We may think
that the gifts that the wise men brought to Jesus were strange,
but once we understand why the wise men brought each gift, it
makes more sense. When we read about stories in the Bible, it is
good to take time to learn more about the facts of the story and
the history of the people in the story. Today, we will become Bible
scholars and do some research to learn more about this story.

With Younger Children
Look over Check Your Facts (pages 5–7) as a group. As you go through
the facts, have the children circle facts they already knew in red and
ones they have just learned in green.

Work through the “Fact, Fiction, or Who Knows?” (page 72) questions
as a group. Let the group decide on an answer for each question.
Then, at the end, check to see how the group did.

Invite the children to work in small groups to look up in a children’s
Bible dictionary one of the topics or people in the story.

Give each child a piece of paper. Invite the children to draw a picture
of the most interesting new fact that they learned about the story.
Invite the children to share their pictures in class.

With Older Children
Give each child a copy of Check Your Facts (pages 5–7) and “Fact,
Fiction, or Who Knows?” (page 72). Invite the children to circle things
on Check Your Facts page that they already knew in red and things
they just learned in green.

Invite children to complete “Fact, Fiction, or Who Knows?” (page 72).

Let the children use Bible dictionaries to research more about topics
that peak their interest.

Give each child a piece of paper and pencils or markers to write a
short paragraph or draw a picture telling about the most interesting
new thing they learned about the story. Invite children to show their
pictures to the class.

Resources
Check Your Facts

(pages 5–7)
“Fact, Fiction, or Who

Knows?” (page 72)
If You’d Been There

in Bible Times by
Stephanie Jeffs

a Bible dictionary

Supplies
green and red

colored pencils
paper
markers
pencils
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ANSWERS TO FACT, FICTION, OR WHO KNOWS? (page 72)
1. FACT. Look up Matthew 2:1.
2. WHO KNOWS? Some people, including the church leader St.

Augustine and the writer of the famous hymn “We Three Kings,”
have said the wise men were kings, but this does not come from
the story in Matthew. It actually comes from Psalm 71:10.
Matthew just refers to the men as magi or wise men from the East.

3. FACT. Look up Matthew 2:2.
4. FICTION. The wise men wanted to find Jesus to worship him.
5. FICTION. Herod was worried when he heard the news because he

feared that the newborn king would overthrow Herod’s rule.
6. WHO KNOWS? The Bible does not say how many there were.
7. FICTION. Herod and his advisors were surprised to hear the news.

If they had seen the star, they certainly did not understand it the
same way the magi had.

8. FACT. Look up Matthew 5:5-6 and Micah 5:2.
9. FICTION. Herod told the wise men to go to Bethlehem, but then

the wise men saw the star again and followed the star to travel
from Jerusalem to Bethlehem.

10. FACT. See Matthew 5:11. This may be the reason some people say
there were three wise men. Since there were three gifts, people
assumed that there was one wise man who brought each gift. So,
three gifts meant three wise men.

For All Ages

Studying the Stars
Prepare
Turn tables over and tape black mural paper to the bottom sides. Place
the tables in the darkest corner of the room. Cover the tables with black
fabric that falls all the way to the ground on the sides of the tables.

Look at some of the sky charts in Find the Constellations by H.A. Rey
(pages 50–53 and 72). If desired, search the Internet, look in your
local newspaper, or contact a nearby observatory to get a star chart for
your area at your specific time of the year.

With the Children
Say: We do not know much about the magi, but we do know they

were astrologers who studied the stars. One great star told them
that a great king had been born; so, they followed the star from
the East to Bethlehem searching for the king. 

Look at the star charts with the children.

Say: These charts show where stars and constellations are in the
night sky. If it were night, we could go outside and find the
constellations. Since it is not night, we are going to do the next
best thing—create the constellations in here.

Invite children to sketch their favorite constellation on paper.
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Resources
Find the Constellations

by H. A. Rey
optional: a star chart

for your area

Supplies
tables
black mural paper
tape
black fabric
paper
pencils
glow-in-the-dark

markers or crayons
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Then, let the children crawl under the tables and use glow-in-the-dark
markers or crayons to draw constellations on the mural paper. Lift the
fabric while the children work so they can see to consult the star charts.

Put the fabric down and invite children lie in the dark to view the
constellations they drew.

Ask: Have you ever gone out at night to watch the stars? What did
you see? What can we learn about God from watching and
studying the stars? What did the wise men in the story learn?

Option: Send copies of star charts home with the children so they
can study the stars like the magi. Encourage children to go with their
parents away from city lights and see how many of the stars on the
charts they can find.

For All Ages

Following Man-Made Stars
Prepare
Obtain a Global Positioning System receiver. If you do not have a
smartphone with GPS, borrow a GPS instead of buying one. Not all
GPS receivers are alike, so become familiar with the GPS receiver you
have. Consider inviting the owner of the GPS to come to class to
demonstrate how the GPS works.

With the Children
Say: The magi were able to find where they were and where they were

going in relation to a star that they saw in the sky. Today, people
still travel this way using modern technology. A Global Positioning
System Receiver sends signals to satellites that are in orbit above
the earth. Based on where the receiver is in relationship to the
satellites, the receiver is able to figure the latitude and longitude
of where you are on the earth. People use GPS receivers to know
where they are when they are camping or hiking. Many cars have
GPS systems that are tied to computer road maps to help people
know where to go when they are driving.

Help the children use the GPS receiver to get your location. Look on
the map with latitude and longitude marked to find your area.
Compare it to the readings on the GPS receiver.

Option: If a computer is available, let the children explore the
mapping functions available on the U.S. Geological Survey national
map viewer at www.nationalmap.gov. Click on “Go to Viewer.”
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Resources
GPS receiver
United States map

with latitude and
longitude marked
(for sale at camping
stores or at your
local US Geological
Survey office or
available at
www.nationalmap.
gov)
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For All Ages

Mapping the Magi
Prepare
Schedule the cycle so the oldest group is in this station first.

Hang a world map on the North wall of the room or on an easel on the
North side of your room where the children will be able to see it.

Stretch a cloth painter’s tarp across the room so the North edge of the
floor map you are creating will be under the world map so that the two
maps run the same way. The East to West distance of this area of the
earth is about 5,000 miles. The North to South distance of this area of
the earth is about 3,000 miles. The length of your tarp needs to run
East to West. Use weights around the edge of the tarp to hold it in place.

With the Children
THE OLDEST GROUP

Have the oldest group create a rough outline floor map on a painter’s
tarp, showing all of Asia and the Middle East. The map will include part
of the African continent along the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. Let
children use the compass to find North and the other directions. Have
them indicate these directions with arrows in one corner of the map.

The Mediterranean Sea will be on the western edge of the tarp. The
Pacific Ocean will be on the eastern edge. The Black Sea will be on the
northern edge. The Indian Ocean down to the southern tip of India
will be on the southern edge.

Help children draw a rough version of the areas of the world in between
the Mediterranean coast of the Middle East and the Pacific coast of Asia.
The map does not need to be exact, but students need to include all
major bodies of water and the basic outline of the continental coasts.

Label the bodies of water with a blue marker. Outline them in blue and
fill larger bodies of water in with a few blue lines crossing the area.

Do not worry about marking country borders. Instead, have the
children write the ancient names of the areas related to the story in
large, brown letters in the following areas. 
• Judea—the Southern half of modern-day Israel
• Persia—modern-day Iran
• Babylonia—modern-day Iraq
• Arabia—modern-day Saudi Arabia
• China—still the same area on the map
• India—still the same area on the map
• Nepal—still the same area on the map

Have the children mark the following three cities on their map:
• Jerusalem—Mark it based on where it is on the world map.
• Bethlehem—It is just barely south/southwest of Jerusalem. Mark it

just to the left of and under Jerusalem.
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Resources
world map

Supplies
masking tape
cloth painter’s tarp
weights
compass
large permanent

markers
optional: easel
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• Petra—It is an ancient city in Jordan that was part of the major
trade route between Judea and the East. It is located almost due
south of Jerusalem and due east of Cairo. To mark Petra, have one
child start at Jerusalem and walk south. Have a second child start
at where Cairo would be and walk east at the same speed. Where
the two children meet is where Petra is.

The map is now ready to use.

OTHER GROUPS

Have the children use a compass to decide which way the map should
be laid out in the room. Continue to have the world map on the wall so
they can see where things on the map are in relation to the world map.

Invite the children to stand on the completed floor map.

Say: The Bible tells us the wise men came from the East. Since the
Bible is written from the perspective of Jewish people in Judea,
the East could be anywhere east of Judea. Stand on the map
east of Judea. Name some areas that are east of Judea. (Pause
for children to call out some of the names on the map.)

Many who study the history of this time believe that the wise
men, or magi, came from Babylonia or Persia because there is an
old tradition of magi in both areas, and people in both areas
would have heard some Jewish teachings about the coming of the
Messiah.

Go to Babylonia or Persia on the map. Now hop your way to
Judea without stepping on any water along the way. Be sure to go
to Petra first before going to Jerusalem. Remember to go north of
the Dead Sea to curve back around to Jerusalem after you leave
Petra.

Ask: What did you think of your journey?

Say: Now, let’s examine some other possible routes. For many years,
church stories and traditions taught that the wise men were
kings from the Far East or the Orient.

Ask: Do you know where the Far East or the Orient is?

Say: In this tradition, the wise men came from many countries to see
Jesus. One of those countries was China. Go to China on the
map. Another country was India. Go to India on the map. A third
country was Nepal. Go to Nepal on the map. Other traditions
taught that while some wise men came from these distant lands,
others joined them along the way from Babylonia or Persia where
you just were or from Arabia. Go to Arabia on the map. Pick an
area we have talked about, Babylonia, Persia, Arabia, India,
Nepal, or China and go there on the map.

Follow the Star Permission granted to photocopy for single local church use. © 2006 Abingdon Press.

Talk Tip
Talk with the children
about the difference
between the Bible story
and traditional stories
the church has created
to imagine what might
have happened beyond
what the Bible tells us.
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When people traveled long distances in Bible times, they traveled
in caravans, long lines of camels and people moving across the
land. Today we will create a caravan to journey to see the baby
Jesus. The person furthest west will start our caravan by
beginning to walk east. (Help children determine which child is
furthest west.)

As this child passes the next child, that child will get in line behind
the first child and follow him or her east to Bethlehem. When they
pass the next child, that child joins the end of the line to build on the
caravan. This continues until every child has joined the caravan.

Say: As you travel remember to stay in line and to avoid walking through
any water along the way. The leader of the caravan determines how
the caravan goes. Follow the direction of your leader. The caravan
will have to go through Petra, where the wise men may have stopped
to get frankincense and myrrh, and then move north around the
Dead Sea and into Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Once everyone has
walked through Bethlehem, have a seat on the map.

Help children navigate joining the caravan in an orderly fashion and
moving on to Bethlehem. If the caravan gets out of order or wanders
through oceans or seas, have them go back and start again. As time
permits, repeat the process to let other children be the leader.

Once the children have completed the journey, gather on the map.

Ask: What were some difficulties you faced on your journey? What
difficulties do you think the magi faced?

For Older Children

The Christmas Star
Prepare
Locate a copy of Jesus: The Complete Story. Although it is out of print,
you may find it in a church library, a video store, or online. Preview the
portion to be used in class. Go to the main menu of the DVD. Select
“The Early Years.” Select “Astrological Signs.” If you are using a
computer download, this begins almost 13 minutes into the segment
(12:50). Stop after the narrator says, “It makes Petra not only the most
likely route from the East, but also a great place for the wise men to do
their shopping.” 

Note: Stop here to avoid the next scene, which is a close-up of a naked
baby boy.

With the Children
Show “Astrological Signs” from Jesus: The Complete Story.

Ask: What do you think about what the DVD says about the
Christmas star? What would you think if you saw something
unusual in the sky? What might modern-day astronomers think
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Resources
Jesus: The Complete

Story DVD

Supplies
TV
DVD player
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Supplies
shallow pan
water
flashlight
flat rectangular mirror
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if they saw something like the magi did? What would cause you
to pack up and travel many, many miles to see someone you had
never met?

CLOSING (5 minutes)Fill a shallow pan with water and place it on the floor. Gather with the

children in a circle around the water. Turn off the lights.Say: When Jesus was born, God caused a light to appear in the sky and

shine down to earth. (Turn on the flashlight and point it at pan of water.)

No one is certain how God made the light appear. It may have been a

planet in a unusual place. It may have been a comet, a falling star, or

even a supernova of a distant star. What we do know is that the light

appeared to signal that Jesus, the King of Kings, had been born.
Obviously it could be seen around the world, and fortunately someone

noticed the light. The magi were looking at the sky and studying the

stars. This mirror will represent the magi. (Place a mirror at an angle

in the pan with one end of the mirror resting on the bottom of the pan

and the other end resting on one of the sides of the pan.)Thanks to the magi, we have a story about the star for us to hear

and learn about thousands of years later. So, let’s watch and see

what happens to the light now. (Shine the flashlight in the pan of

water again. Hold the flashlight at an angle so the light is pointed

toward the mirror in the bowl. The light reflects in a rainbow of colors

on the ceiling.) Because of the magi, we know about the Christmas

star, and we are able to share the joy they felt when they found
Jesus and worshiped him.

Each of us sees amazing things that God has done. When we stop

and go out of our way to act on these things like the magi did, we

can reflect the good news about Jesus to others, too.Close With Prayer: Thank you, God, for showing the magi the way to

Jesus. When we see amazing things in your creation, help us to

remember that Jesus came to show your love to all the world. Amen.

SCIENCE
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(Professor Gazer walks to the
telescope with a notebook and pencil
in his hand.)

(Mumbling to self) If the rotational
velocity of Jupiter is faster than the
rotational velocity of Saturn, where
will they appear on my charts?
(Scribbles in notebook. Looks up and
sees class.)

Oh sorry, I did not see you. I have
been here all night watching the
planets and stars. Now, I am charting
my results. Did you know the stars
and planets are moving in the
universe all around us all the time?
During the day, the sun is too bright
for us to see them, but at night—oh
at night—we see them shine.

I am sorry, where are my manners? I
am Professor Gazer, and studying
stars and planets is what I do. I think
understanding our universe helps us
better understand how we fit into
God’s creation. I guess you could say
I am a modern-day magi. Hey, that
makes me a really wise man (or
woman).

Oh, the magi—now, that’s a story.
For thousands of years, people have
watched the planets and stars to
learn from their changes. Why if the
magi had not been watching the
stars, they might never have known
that the Messiah had been born.

The magi from the East who watched
the skies believed that the planets
and stars reflected great events
happening on Earth. One night, a
light appeared in a new place. 

Whether it was a planet, a meteor, or
a star, no one knows. The Bible calls
it a star, but all we know for sure is
that this light was a sign.

Oh, if only I had their star charts to
read. I could learn so much about
our universe from them. Alas. (sighs)

Anyway, back to the story. When the
magi saw the star they knew a great
king had been born, and from its
position, they knew the king had
been born in the land of Judea. Due
to times of conquest when Jewish
people like Daniel had been brought
to the land of the magi, the magi
knew some Jewish teachings. They
had heard of the coming of a king
that would bring peace to the world.
When they saw the star, they knew
this great king must have been born.

So, they packed up and set out for
Judea. For one to two years they
traveled, watching the stars and
following the signs God had shown
them. When they got to Jerusalem,
they went to the palace in search of
the child.

There they met the greedy, jealous,
and paranoid Roman-appointed ruler
of the Jews, King Herod. Herod was
horrified when he heard the story of
the magi. He consulted his religious
leaders, and he discovered that the
prophets predicted that the Messiah
would be born in Bethlehem.

When Herod met with the magi, he
got details from them about when the
star for the new king had appeared in
the sky. 

Follow the Star
Suzann Wade
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(sighs) I wonder if he got to look at
their star charts?

Well, if he did, he would not have
appreciated what they were, because
all Herod really cared about was
power—getting it and keeping it. So,
he told the magi to go to Bethlehem
to search for the child. Then Herod
told them to return to him and tell
him exactly where the child was so
that Herod could go and worship him
as well. In truth, though, Herod
wanted to stop the child from ever
becoming king.

The magi left Jerusalem and traveled
to Bethlehem. As they went, the star
appeared again, and they were
thrilled. I can tell you, as someone
who watches the planets and stars,
when you have spent days or months
or years watching the skies for
something and you finally see it, it is
such a thrill!

It’s like that time I saw that comet
and took off down the street in my
pajamas yelling the good news to the
neighbors. Oh, well, I guess that’s a
story for another time.

Anyway, as I was saying, the magi
once again followed the star that had
led them this way. They went to
Bethlehem and found the young
Jesus living in a house with his
parents. The magi gave the boy the
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh
they brought. Gold was for a great
king. Frankincense was holy and was
a gift for a priest. Myrrh was for one
who would face suffering and death.
These three gifts would have been
strange for another child, but they
were perfect for the Messiah, the King
of Kings whose birth was announced
in the planets and the stars.

After they worshiped the child, the
magi were warned in a dream not to
return to Herod. So, they left
Bethlehem and were never heard
from again. And all of this happened
because some wise men took time to
watch, learn about, and study the
planets and stars. I wonder what we
might learn about God if we followed
the lead of the magi and did the
same? (goes back to considering his
star charts)
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Fact, Fiction,
or Who Knows?

Read these statements about the magi.
Read Matthew 2:1-12 if you have questions.

Decide if each statement is a statement of FACT from the Bible, a statement
of FICTION contradicted by the biblical story, or a WHO KNOWS? statement
that no one knows whether it is fact or fiction.

Write Fact, Fiction, or Who Knows? by each statement.

1. _______     Herod was king of Judea when Jesus was born.

2. _______     The wise men were kings from the East.

3. _______     The wise men or magi saw a star that signaled the birth of the
King of the Jews.

4. _______     The wise men or magi were searching for the king so the new
king could journey with them back to the East.

5. _______     Herod was happy and thrilled to hear the good news the wise
men brought.

6. _______     There were twelve wise men.

7. _______     Herod’s advisors had seen the star, too, and Herod already
knew all about the birth of the Messiah.

8. _______     The Jewish prophet Micah wrote that the Messiah would be
born in Bethlehem.

9. _______     Herod went with the wise men and led them to Bethlehem.

10. _______     The wise men brought three gifts—gold, frankincense, and
myrrh—for Jesus.
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