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STATION OBJECTIVES
Children will learn the Easter story as it is found in John’s Gospel.

Children will identify ways that people changed because of the
Resurrection.

Children will recognize that we can also experience change through
God’s grace.

STATION SETUP
Use fabric or cardboard to make a backdrop of a tomb.

Set out the Bible-times costumes.

Photocopy the Main Idea, Objectives, Bible Background for Leaders, and
Check Your Facts for each leader and shepherd (see pages 3–7).

WANT TO DO MORE?
Cut a Bible out of posterboard or foam board. Decorate it with markers.
Attach it to the door or wall near your entrance.

STATION FOCUS
The lives of Jesus’ friends were changed on the day of resurrection.
Our lives are changed as we become Easter people through
God’s grace.

SCRIPTURES
John 20
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Resources
pages 3–7

Supplies
Bible-times 
costumes

fabric or cardboard
posterboard or 
foam board

markers
masking tape
scissors
pictures of Easter 
story characters 
(from old
curriculum)

spring-colored crepe
paper streamers
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Cut pictures of Easter story characters from old curriculum and
attach them to the door around the Bible. Decorate around the
doorway with spring colored crepe paper streamers.

SAFETY CHECK
❏ The church should be a place of security—a place where children

can count on things and people being reliable.

❏ Shepherds should know the whereabouts of every child in the
shepherd’s group, and they should know where to reach parents
in case of an emergency.

BIBLE STORY (10 minutes)

For Younger Children
Hold your Bible open to John 20.

Ask: Where can we find the story of Easter? (In the Bible)
Is the story of Easter found in the Old Testament or New 
Testament? (New Testament)

Say: The story of Easter is found in the New Testament books of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We are learning the Easter

story from the Gospel of John.

Tell the story “Wonderful News!” (page 79).

Read John 20:31 to the children. Have the children repeat
the verse.

For Older Children
Ask the children to work in groups of two or three to review
the Easter story from John 20:1-18. When they finish, ask
them to close the Bibles.

See which groups can be the first to correctly answer these questions:

What happened first? (Mary Magdalene went to the tomb.)

What did she see? (The stone was rolled away.)

What did she do? (She ran to tell Peter and another disciple.)

What did they do? (They ran to the tomb and saw that Jesus was
not there.) 

What did Mary do when they left? (She cried.) 

Who did she see? (two angels, then Jesus) 

What did Jesus tell her to do? (tell his friends he was alive)

Permission granted to photocopy for local church use. © 2002 Abingdon Press.   PowerXpress!® Bible Experience Stations®

But these are written so
that you may come to

believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of

God, and that through
believing you may have

life in his name.
(John 20:31)

Resources
Bibles
page 79
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What did Mary do? (She told the disciples what she had seen and
heard.)

Ask the children to read John 20:31 in unison.

ACTIVITY OPTIONS
(45 minutes)

Choose from the suggested activities as your time and the 
children’s interest allow.

For Younger Children
Easter Emotions
Ask: How do you think Jesus’ friends felt when they knew Jesus 

was dead?
How do you think they felt when they realized they would be 
alone, without Jesus with them?

How do you think they felt when they learned he was alive?

Say: We are going to retell the Easter story together, using our faces
to show how Jesus’ friends felt that day.

Name some emotions (happy, sad, angry, afraid, excited, and so
forth). Ask the children to practice showing the emotions using their
faces and body language only.

Story #1: The Easter Story (Adapted from John 20)

Note: The first time you do this with the children, say the emotion
word and have the children use their faces and body language.
Then do the story again without saying the word. Have the
children express the emotion without hearing the word.

It was early Easter morning, Jesus’ friends were already awake. They
felt very SAD.

Mary Magdalene walked to the tomb. When she got there, the giant
stone had been rolled away from the opening. She was SHOCKED.

Mary ran to tell the disciples. Simon Peter and another disciple went
back to the tomb with her.

Peter went in the tomb. Jesus was not there! Peter was very SURPRISED.

The disciples went back home, but Mary stayed. She started crying
because she was so SAD.

Suddenly, Mary saw two angels. She was very SURPRISED.

Then she saw a man and spoke to him. Suddenly she realized who
the man was. It was Jesus! He was alive! Mary was very HAPPY!
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Note
Resources and
websites are constantly
changing. Check
www.powerxpress.com
for updates that may
help you in planning.
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Jesus told her to tell the disciples he was alive. Mary ran to tell the
good news. She was so EXCITED!

Jesus was alive. Hallelujah!

Story #2: Doubting Thomas

Jesus’ friends were all together in a room. They locked the doors
because they thought they might be arrested just as Jesus was.
Jesus’ friends were AFRAID.

Suddenly Jesus appeared in the room. Then they knew for sure that
Mary Magdalene was right. Jesus was alive! They were very HAPPY!

One disciple, Thomas, was not there when Jesus came. He did not
believe when the other disciples told him that Jesus was alive. He
said he would only believe when he could see Jesus and touch Jesus
himself. He DOUBTED.

A week later, Thomas and the other disciples were all together.
Suddenly Jesus appeared. The disciples were so HAPPY.

Jesus told Thomas to touch his wounds, the ones he got when he
died. Thomas was AFRAID, but Thomas did as Jesus asked.

When Thomas finally realized that Jesus was alive he was very HAPPY.

Jesus was alive. Hallelujah!

For Younger Children
Do You Believe?
Have the children move to an open area of the room. Teach the
children “Don’t doubt; believe” (see page 82) using the American Sign
Language gestures for the words.

Tell the children the story “Do You Believe?” (page 82). Encourage the
children to say what you say and do what you do as you tell the story.

For Older Children
A Jerusalem Well
Prepare
Make a copy of the script (pages 80–81) for each child.

Ask for volunteers for the reading/acting roles. If necessary, let the
children take turns playing the roles, so more children can
participate. Have children read the lines silently before actually
reading the story aloud. Encourage children to read with emotion.
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For Older Children
A Story of Thomas
Ask: Who was the disciple people call the Doubter? (Thomas)

How did he get his name?
How hard is it to believe something you can’t see, hear, feel, or 
touch?

Do you think you would have done what Thomas did? Why, or 
why not?

Work together to list on the newsprint or chalkboard things about
God that we believe but cannot see. Think together of symbols that
might represent these beliefs. For example, God is love (heart). God
created the world (globe).

Give each child a marker. Ask each child to silently think about a
belief statement he or she wishes to illustrate.

Have the children create a simple symbol or picture on the palm of
their hand that represents their belief.

Ask the children to choose partners, or divide into groups of two or
three.

Ask the children to show their pictures and tell their meanings.

Say: It can be hard to believe in something you can’t see. We have to
have faith in order to be Easter people. God gives us the ability
to do that.

For All Ages
Face Sculpture
In this activity children will make face sculptures describing feelings
Jesus’ friends might have had that first Easter day.

Ask the children to answer the following questions, not with words,
but with facial expressions:

How do you think Mary Magdalene and the disciples felt when
Jesus died?

How do you think they felt when they saw the empty tomb?

How do you think they felt when they learned Jesus was alive?

How do you think Thomas felt when he learned the other 
disciples saw Jesus?

How do you think Thomas felt when he saw and touched Jesus?

Divide the group into pairs. One child will make a facial expression;
the partner will help mold the foil and staple it to the paper.

Supplies
washable markers
newsprint or 
chalkboard

markers or chalk
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aluminum foil
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Give each child a piece of aluminum foil.

Have children choose an expression discussed above, and make that
expression on their face.

The partners will gently mold the sheet of aluminum foil over the
child’s faces to sculpt the expression.

Instruct the children to carefully staple the edges of the foil
sculpture to the construction paper to make it easier to carry.

Have the partners change places. Repeat the exercise. 

Ask the children to describe their sculpture and tell how their
expression fits into the Easter story.

For All Ages
Peter’s Walk
Ask the children to sit on the floor in a large circle. Darken the room.
Blindfold the children, or instruct them to keep their eyes closed. Read
the lines as if you are Peter. Pass the items around the circle as directed
in the script.

You don’t know me. You have read about my life, but only part of it.
My life with Jesus was exciting, fascinating, and sometimes even
scary. I changed a lot because of Jesus. When I traveled with Jesus,
many exciting things happened. He healed people, and he was a
great teacher. He even performed miracles, like the time he fed
thousands of people with a little boy’s five loaves and two fishes.

(Pass around a basket of bread, and have each child eat a piece of the
bread.)

The best times were after supper, when we would all sit around the
fire. Jesus would talk to us. One day he asked, “Who do you say
that I am?” We all just sat there. Finally I answered, “You are the
Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.”Jesus then changed
even my name. He said that, from then on, I would be known as
Peter, the Rock. He said that he would build his church upon me. I
didn’t understand what he meant.

(Give each child a small rock to hold in his or her hand.)

At the feast of Passover we all gathered together to celebrate a
special meal. None of us knew it would be the last supper we had
together. It was a strange and sad time. Jesus even washed our feet.
We all felt unworthy and embarrassed.

(Pass the bowl of water, then the towel. Have the children touch the
water and then dry their hands on the towel.)
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basket
bread
rock
bowl of water
towel
hammer
board
optional:
blindfolds
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The worst day of all was when Jesus was crucified. After he was
arrested, I denied three times that I knew him, just like he said I
would. I never had a chance to tell him how sorry I was.

(Hammer the board as if driving in three nails. Loudly slam a door.)

It was all over. Jesus was dead.

(Turn the lights on. Have the children remove their blindfolds.)

But this wasn’t the end of the story! Three days later Mary Magdalene
saw Jesus. He was alive—not dead! She told all of us. We were
surprised and excited. Finally Jesus came to us. We saw him and
talked to him. My life, our lives, and even your lives were never the
same again!

(Hold up the Bible.)

Adapted from Destination Easter, © 1998 Abingdon Press.

For All Ages
Become the Story
Say: In this activity you will tell the Easter story without words.

Each of you will become a part of the story.

Ask the children to help you list the people and things that are part
of the Easter story. (Include Mary Magdalene, Peter, other disciple,
angels, Jesus, rock, tomb, garden.)

Add enough items so each child has a part (for example, birds and
flowers).

Ask the children to select their parts. Or write the parts on slips of
paper and have the children pick a piece of paper.

Review the story from John 20.

Give the children a few minutes to practice their part, using
expressions and body language only.

Set the stage. Then tell the story again while the children act out
their roles.

Repeat the activity with no words. The children will tell the story
through their actions alone.
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CLOSING (5 minutes)

Ask the children to write or draw in their journals, telling how

their experience can help them grow as God’s Easter people.

Close with a prayer, thanking God for the gift of Easter. 

Supplies
journals
pens/pencils
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(Adapted from John 20:1-18)

Ask the children to imitate your
actions as you tell the story.

Let’s pretend we are Mary Magdalene.
It is the first Easter morning. It is
time to wake up. Let’s walk to the
garden where Jesus is buried. (Slap
hands on legs to make walking
sound.) We are so sad. (Drop head,
make sad expression.)

It is still dark, but we can see birds
flying in the air. (Flap arms like birds.)

When we get to the garden, we see
the stone moved away from the
tomb. We run back to the city to tell
Peter. (Slap hands on legs quickly.)

When we get back to the garden,
one of the disciples looks inside.
(Bend head and pretend to peek in
tomb.)

Peter walks slowly inside, sees the
cloths that used to wrap Jesus, but
also see that Jesus was gone. Then
he walks back to town. (Slap hands
on legs, slowly.)

Mary stays. Suddenly she sees two
angels. She is very surprised! (Make
surprised expression.)

The angels tell her not to cry. Then
she turns around and sees a man
standing nearby. (Turn head and
look.)

Mary does not recognize the man.
She thinks he is the gardener. She
asks him where Jesus is. Then the
man speaks her name, and Mary
realizes it is Jesus. He is alive! Mary
is so happy! (Make happy expression
on face.)

Jesus tells Mary to go back to town
and tell the disciples he is alive.
Mary runs as fast as she can to tell
her friends the wonderful news.
Jesus is alive! (Slap hands on legs
quickly.)

WONDERFUL NEWS!
Easter: People
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Characters: Myra (a servant), Peter
(the disciple), Sara (the town gossip),
Abner (a townsman), Anne (a young
woman), Jonathan (Abner’s son),
Esther (Anne’s mother), Man with
the Water Jar, young servant,
Rachel (Abner’s wife), Mary
Magdalene with 2 Galilean women

MYRA: The morning seems very
odd. There’s a chill, a stillness.

SARA: (with drama) Perhaps the
morning air still holds the suspense
of last evening’s excitement. There
was a lot of trouble last night!

ANNE: What do you mean? What
was it all about?

SARA: The man called Jesus was
captured by the Temple police.

ESTHER: Did I hear you say
something about Jesus? The great
teacher who rode into Jerusalem
last week? Why, I laid palm leaves
down in his path! You, Myra, you
threw your cloak for the Master’s
way? Oh, I remember all his
wonderful teachings. And on that
day he rode into the city, we sang in
loud voices and shouted “Hosanna!”

MYRA: Shh! Be quiet, Esther. I’m
not sure it would be wise to say
that. Sara, go on. Tell me what you
know. What happened last evening?

SARA: Well, you see, earlier, one of
his disciples—Judas was his name—

told the police that he would tell
them where Jesus could be found.
The police paid him thirty pieces of
silver for the information!

RACHEL: (comes to the well) Are you
talking about last night! My husband,
Abner, was with the mob that
gathered outside the olive grove. They
went with the police to arrest Jesus.

ESTHER: Rachel, please, why! Why
did the Temple police wish to arrest
a good man like Jesus?

SARA: Well, if you’ll listen to me, I’ll
tell you. I heard the high priests say
Jesus is not following the rules of
the Jews. They say his preachings
are a threat to us all. They fear the
Romans will punish all of us for any
disturbances made by Jesus and his
new teachings.

RACHEL: My husband returned
home very late. Jesus was arrested
at Gethsemane and dragged to stand
trial before the high priest Caiaphas
and the rest of the council.

SARA: (very excitedly) From what I
understand, they covered his eyes
and hit him and jeered at him.

RACHEL: My husband said he and
some others waited in the courtyard
while the high priest questioned
Jesus. He also told me that a young
servant girl recognized one of the
men who was with Jesus. When she
questioned him about it, he said—

A JERUSALEM WELL
by Cynthia Whitman 
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PETER: (From a corner of the scene,
Peter speaks in a nervous manner.) I
tell you, I do not know what you are
talking about!

RACHEL: Then another servant girl
recognized him and he said—

PETER: (A little more agitated) I tell
you I do not know the man!

ANNE: Rachel, finish your story.
What news about the trial? Is Sara
correct? Has Jesus been hurt?

RACHEL: That’s apparently true.
My husband rushed in all excited
and upset, grabbed a torch, and left
the house again. They sent Jesus to
Governor Pilate, then to King Herod.

ANNE: (sobbing) So is Jesus to die?

MYRA: Be quiet. Make no fuss. You
cannot make it your concern. You
don’t want to get in trouble, do you?

ABNER: (Calling out on his way by
with Jonathan) I’ve just come from
where the Roman soldiers are making
the wooden crosses, and I heard that
one of them is intended for Jesus.

JONATHAN: (in passing) Women! Get
your water buckets and follow us. The
mob is taking three criminals to be
crucified. Three! One of them is Jesus.

(All Exit)

Three days later. ANNE enters stage
and MAN with water jar enters stage
right. They meet at the well. 

ANNE: Good day.

MAN: Yes. How do you do?

ANNE: Excuse me, but haven’t I
seen you somewhere before?

MAN: I don’t know, perhaps here at
the well?

ANNE: Oh, yes. I remember now. It
was with the friends of Jesus a few
days ago.

MAN: That’s right. I didn’t know then
that it would be Jesus’ last meal.

ANNE: I know. Isn’t it sad! I couldn’t
bring myself to go when Jesus was
killed.

MAN: I was there. Jesus prayed for
all of us. 

MARY MAGDALENE: (breathlessly,
entering with two others) Have you
seen Peter or any of Jesus’ friends? I
must find them!

MAN and ANNE: We don’t know
where they are.

MARY MAGDALENE: We have to
find them. The stone is rolled from
the tomb. The tomb is empty. I am
to tell the disciples that Jesus is
alive and will come to us!

ANNE: (to MAN) Jesus? The Teacher?
His body is gone? He is alive? What
does it mean?

MAN: Well, it may mean that Jesus
is the Christ! That God sent his son
to fill our hearts, to replenish our
faith, to pour out his love for us. 

ANNE: He lives!

MAN: Hallelujah!
Adapted from New Invitation: Assembly Time & Worship, Spring
1995. © 1995 Cokesbury
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One of the disciples named Thomas
Said, “I just can’t believe that it’s

true. (shake head in doubt)
Jesus alive? Never happen!
Whatever you say or you do!
To convince me, then show me the

nail prints (point to each palm in
turn)

And place my hand on his side
(touch side)

Till then call me Thomas the
doubtful.

Personally, I think someone has lied.”

(Sign: Don’t doubt; believe.)

Then something happened one
evening,

As all the disciples came round.
And this time Thomas was with them
But he just stood there and made

not a sound. (hold index finger
over lips in quiet motion)

“Peace be with you,” Jesus said to
them.

Then he beckoned that Thomas
come near. (beckon with index
finger)

“Touch my hands and my side,”
Jesus told him, (touch palms and
side)

“You have no reason to fear.”

(Sign: Don’t doubt; believe.)

Thomas stood there like a statue.
(stand rigidly)

He didn’t wiggle or jiggle or nod.
But these are the words that came

out of his mouth,
“You are my Lord and my God.”

(hold hands over heart)
Then Jesus smiled at him sadly,
“I know you believe ’cause you’ve

seen.
How blessed are those among you
Who believe but have never yet seen.”

(Sign: Don’t doubt; believe.)

© 1999 Abingdon Press

DO YOU BELIEVE?
by LeeDell Stickler
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