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STATION OBJECTIVES
Children will learn the Easter story as it is found in John’s Gospel.

Children will identify ways that people changed because of the
Resurrection.

Children will recognize that we can also experience change through
God’s grace.

STATION SETUP
Protect the tables with paper or plastic.

Provide the materials needed for the projects selected.

Display the Easter pictures.

Photocopy the Main Idea, Objectives, Bible Background for Leaders, and
Check Your Facts for each leader and shepherd (see pages 3–7).

Resources
pages 3–7
books of 
classical art

Supplies
Easter pictures 
from old 
curriculum

table coverings

STATION FOCUS
The lives of Jesus’ friends were changed on the day of resurrection.
Our lives are changed as we become Easter people through
God’s grace.

SCRIPTURES
John 20
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WANT TO DO MORE?
Cover the door with blue mural paper.

Photocopy the butterfly pattern on spring-colored paper (page 26).

Cut out butterflies and attach them to the door with tape or glue.

SAFETY CHECK
❏ The church should be a place of security—a place where children

can count on things and people being reliable.

❏ Shepherds should know the whereabouts of every child in the
shepherd’s group, and they should know where to reach a parent
in case of an emergency.

❏ Encourage the children to handle art supplies and tools responsibly.

BIBLE STORY (5–10 minutes)

For All Ages
As the children enter the station, have the children make a butterfly
from the directions on page 25, or plan to give each child a butterfly
sticker to place on a finger. Set the butterflies aside to use with “An
Easter Story” (page 24).

For Younger Children
Hold your Bible open to John 20. Tell the story to the children in
your own words.

Ask: How do you think Mary felt when she first saw the empty tomb?
How do you think she felt when she saw Jesus?

Read John 20:31 to the children. Have the children
repeat the verse after you. 

For Older Children
Have the children to open their Bibles to John 20. Ask a
volunteer to read the Scripture.

Ask: How do you think Mary felt when she first saw the 
empty tomb?

How do you think Peter felt?
How do you think Mary felt when she saw Jesus?

Ask a volunteer to read John 20:31. Have the children repeat the verse.
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But these are written so
that you may come to

believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of

God, and that through
believing you may have

life in his name.
(John 20:31)

Resources
page 26

Supplies
spring-colored 
paper

glue
tape
scissors
blue mural paper 
or wrapping 
paper

Resources
Bibles
pages 24–25

Supplies
scissors
crayons or
markers
optional:
butterfly stickers
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For All Ages
Have the children get the butterflies they made earlier, or give each
child butterfly stickers to place on their fingers. Read “An Easter
Story” (page 24). Have the children wave their butterflies up and
down at the appropriate places in the story.

ACTIVITY OPTIONS 
(45–50 minutes)

Choose from the suggested activities as your time and the 
children’s interests allow.

For All Ages
Expressions of Change
Say: Edvard Munch was a painter. Both his mother and sister died

when he was a child. Their deaths made Munch sad. When he
was an adult he showed his sad feelings through the facial
expressions of his paintings. One painting he is famous for is
called “The Scream.”

Show the children “The Scream.” (You may purchase a print of the
painting from art.com.)

You may view “The Scream” on the Web at:

http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/munch/munch.scream.jpg

Note: Not all of Munch’s paintings are considered appropriate for
children. You may wish to show only “The Scream” for this
activity.

Say: In this activity you will make an art creation that will show
the changing emotions of Jesus’ friends that first Easter
morning.

Ask: How did Jesus’ friends feel when he was crucified?
How did they feel when they learned he was alive?

Say: You will use modeling dough to create a face of sadness. Then
you will paint over it, with bright happy colors, to create a face
that is happy—Jesus is alive!

Set out the modeling materials and cardboard or sturdy paper
plates.

Note
Resources and
websites are constantly
changing. Check
www.powerxpress.com
for updates that may
help you in planning.

Supplies
modeling dough 
or clay

cardboard or 
sturdy paper or 
foam plates

paint
paintbrushes
mirror
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Give these instructions:
Work with a lump of clay until it is easy to manipulate.

Flatten the clay onto a piece of cardboard or paper plate.

Shape the clay into an oval face.

Create the features of a sad person. Features may be made by
pulling, squeezing, and poking the clay.

Note: Have a mirror available so that the children can try out
sad expressions. Help the children notice what happens to
their eyebrows, their noses, and their mouths when they
look sad.

When children are satisfied with their model, they can paint happy
faces over their sad sculpted faces.

Encourage children to be creative with this project.

Note: Warn the children to be careful as they paint the modeling
material, because it will not be dry.

For All Ages
Making Things New
Note: Choose objects appropriate to the age level of the children in

the station. Choose discarded objects that have many pieces
and can be easily taken apart.

Say: Jesus’ followers were changed when they heard Jesus was
alive. Their old selves became new. Today you will create a new
thing from an old thing to remind you that Jesus’ resurrection
can change lives.

Say: One artist who used old things to make new sculptures was
Louise Nevelson. She was born in Russia in 1900. She moved
to America with her family. Her father owned a lumberyard.
Nevelson would use the leftover scraps of wood and metal to
make art sculptures. Then she had the idea to put the scraps
into boxes. She painted all the boxes the same color—usually
black, white, or gold. One sculpture she made from the boxes
is called “Sky Cathedral.” It has thirty-eight different boxes
stacked together.

You can view “Sky Cathedral” on the Web at:

http://www.albrightknox.org/ArtStart/Nevelson_s.htm

Supplies
cardboard boxes 
in various sizes

discarded objects 
(toys, clocks, 
small furniture, 
utensils)

wood scraps
white glue or craft 
glue

silver duct tape
hand tools
permanent markers
tempera paint
brushes
newspaper
smocks
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Give these instructions:
Take a box and a piece of newspaper. Place the box on the
newspaper.

Choose a discarded object. Take it apart.

Choose wood pieces.

Glue the pieces inside the box in a totally new way.

Put on a smock and paint the entire box and all the pieces.

Let the paint dry.

Option: Children can work together to make one large object from
all their boxes. If the children make one large sculpture
encourage them to name their sculpture something to do
with Easter like “New Life” or “Resurrection.”

For All Ages
Teddy Bear Project 
Easter Greetings Card
Prepare
Photocopy and cut out several egg-shaped patterns (page 26).

Say: In our mission project, we are gathering stuffed animals to give
to children who are sad or frightened. Today we will make
cards that will be given with the toys. The card will be a chance
for you to tell children Jesus loves them.

Give these instructions:
Fold a piece of construction paper in half.

Cut the card into an egg shape or another simple Easter symbol.
(Option: Use the egg shaped pattern.)

Use the material provided to decorate the cards.

Older children can write “Jesus Loves You!” on the front or inside
of the card. 

Write your first name only on the inside of the card.
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Talk Tips
How is your new
object different from
your old one?

What was different
for Jesus’ friends?

Resources
page 26

Supplies
construction paper
pencils
scissors
markers
crayons
optional:
paint
paintbrushes
stickers
glue
glitter
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For Younger Children
Pinch Pot Tomb
Prepare
Provide modeling dough. Or make cornstarch clay ahead of time.

Cornstarch Clay
Combine 2 parts table salt, 1 part cornstarch, and 1 part water in
a saucepan. Stir over low heat until stiff. Store in an airtight 
container.

With the Children
Say: When Jesus died, he was placed in a tomb. On the first Easter

morning, Jesus’ friends went to the tomb—and it was empty! The
stone was rolled away. Before that happened they were scared and
sad. When they saw the tomb and then saw Jesus, they were very
happy. They told others. People were changed because of Jesus
and the empty tomb. Today you will make an empty tomb out of
clay to help you tell others the story of Jesus and the empty tomb.

Give each child a ball of clay.

Demonstrate how to shape an empty tomb by pressing into the
center of the clay with your thumbs. Pinch the ball into a cup shape
by pushing the clay between your thumb and finger. Break off a door
from the side of the tomb. Roll and flatten the door to create a stone
for the doorway. Wet the stone and stick it to the side of the tomb. 

Encourage children to experiment with the clay before they make
their own tomb creations.

Option: The children can paint their creations after the empty
tombs dry.

For Older Children
Transformation Collage
Say: On that first Easter Sunday, lives changed and the world

changed. In this activity you will create a Transformation
Collage. You will make a variety of things that represent how
lives and the world changed as a result of Jesus’ resurrection.

Guide the children as they:
Create a tomb opening in the center of the posterboard or roll of
paper. They may use paint, markers, or torn and pasted black
construction paper.

Create rays of light emanating from the open tomb using glue and
glitter, paint, and markers (or pasted yellow construction paper).
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Supplies
modeling dough 
or clay that air 
dries

small bowl of 
water

optional:
paint and brushes 

Talk Tips
What changes do you
see on Easter?

Supplies
posterboard or 
rolled paper

pencils
rulers
black marking pens
black tempera 
paint

paintbrushes
glitter
glue
black paper
scissors
colored paper
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Set out an assortment of materials. Encourage the children to be
creative and thoughtful as they each make something that represents a
change because of Jesus resurrection. The objects could be people,
symbols of Easter, or a shape or design that is meaningful to the artist.

When they finish, they can attach their creations to the empty tomb
they created earlier.

Display the collage where others can see it.
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CLOSING (5 minutes)

Have the children sit quietly on the floor in a circle. Ask them

to write or draw in their journals as they reflect on the things

they made and learned today.

Say: On Easter morning Christians all over the world greet

each other with these traditional words: The first person

says, “Christ is risen!” Then someone replies, “Christ is

risen indeed!” As our closing today greet the person next

to you with these traditional words. 

Wait as children pass the greeting and response around the

circle.

Close With Prayer: Thank you, God, for Jesus and for his

friends. Help us to be the people you wish us to be so

that we too can be Easter people. Amen.

Talk Tips
What changed for
Jesus’ followers?

How are Christians
different from anyone
else?

Supplies
journals
pens/pencils
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Note: Have children make a butterfly from the
directions listed in this section, or give each
child a butterfly sticker to place on a finger.
Children will wave their butterflies up and
down at the appropriate places in the story.

Teach the refrain.

We use the butterfly as a symbol for Jesus’
death and resurrection. The butterfly begins
life as a tiny egg. The egg hatches into a
caterpillar. The caterpillar eats and eats and
eats until the time is ready. Then it spins a
cocoon and sleeps. While the caterpillar
sleeps, marvelous things happen to its body.
It changes into a completely different
creature. Jesus’ friends changed when they
learned he was not dead, but alive. When we
believe in Jesus, then we become like the
butterfly—new and different creatures. We
become Easter People!

Refrain:

Butterflies of every color,
Fluttering on their way,
Remind us all that Jesus lives
On this Easter day!

When Jesus died, his body was placed in a
tomb. Early the next Sunday morning Jesus’
friends came to the garden tomb and had a
big surprise. The stone in front of the tomb
had been rolled away. The tomb was empty.
Jesus was not there. Jesus was alive!

Refrain:

Butterflies of every color,
Fluttering on their way,
Remind us all that Jesus lives
On this Easter day!

In his place sat two angels. They asked Mary
why she was crying. She told them she was
sad because Jesus was not in the tomb. She
thought someone had taken his body. She did
not know he was alive!

Refrain:

Butterflies of every color,
Fluttering on their way,
Remind us all that Jesus lives
On this Easter day!

Then Mary saw Jesus. He spoke to her! He
told her to tell his friends the wonderful
news. Jesus was not dead! Jesus was alive!
Mary was amazed and hurried to tell the
others.

Refrain:

Butterflies of every color,
Fluttering on their way,
Remind us all that Jesus lives
On this Easter day!

Now we must be like Jesus’ friends who lived
so long ago. We must tell the good news to
the people we see. Jesus is alive!

Refrain:

Butterflies of every color,
Fluttering on their way,
Remind us all that Jesus lives
On this Easter day!

Adapted from Don’t Just Sit There: Bible Stories That Move You for Ages
6-8. © 1997 by Abingdon Press.

An Easter Story
by LeeDell Stickler
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Art: Robert S. Jones
© 1997 Abingdon Press
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Art: Megan Jeffery
© 1999 Abingdon Press

Art: Megan Jeffery
© 1999 Abingdon Press
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