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News from Oakmont Baptist Church

Our first Sunday in August promises to be a significant day 
in the lives of two members of our Oakmont family and 

for all of us as a congregation.  Sierra Knapp will be baptized 
at the beginning of our morning worship.  We celebrate Si-
erra’s profession of faith she shared with us last Sunday and 
anticipate her baptism and celebrating her first communion as 
a baptized member later in the morning service.  This week’s 
message from Philippians is titled, “The Christian Attitude.”

Sunday evening at 5:00 p.m. we will gather for the ordina-
tion of Ben Gurganus to the gospel ministry.  Many of Ben’s 
family and friends will be in attendance, and some who have 
been encouraging friends and mentors in Ben’s life will be par-
ticipating in the service.  Ordination is an act of the whole 
congregation to affirm Ben’s call to ministry and assure him of 
our support, prayers, and love all along the way of his ministry 
journey.  It is an important service to attend. Following the 
ordination there will be time for refreshments and fellowship.

There is life in a congregation that celebrates the baptism 
of a new Christian and the ordination of a new minister all in 
the same day.  We are blessed to see God at work in our lives. 
A Sunday like the one upcoming this week is a great day for 
Oakmont.  Thanks be to God!  

– Jack Glasgow

A Word from Our Interim Pastor

IN-PERSON WORSHIP this Sunday at 9:40 a.m.
LIVE-STREAM WORSHIP at 9:40 a.m. 

WATCH US ON CABLE CHANNEL 7 at 11:15 a.m.

Join us!

Sunday, August 7
LAST DAY OF VBS 

SHOE COLLECTION
  

  9:40 a.m.
In-Person & Live-Stream  Worship

11:15 a.m.
Worship on Cable Channel 7

5:00 p.m.
Ordination of Ben Gurganus

Monday, August 8
6:30 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, August 9
10:00 a.m

Knitting Group (307)

6:00 p.m.
Medical Clinic

This Week’s 
Events



Life Lessons from Philippians   
(Max Lucado Study)
—NEW CLASS—
Co-ed Small Group 
Teacher:  Sharron Edwards
Location:  Fellowship Hall

Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
—NEW CLASS—
Co-ed Small Group
Teacher:  Pastor Jack Glasgow
Location:  Room 606

Nurturing Faith Bible Study   
(Tony Cartledge)
—NEW CLASS—
Co-ed Small Group for adults in 40s–50s who may  
have children in middle and/or high school
Teacher:  Mac Williamson
Location:  Room 307

The Christian Atheist: Believing in  
God but Living As If He Doesn’t Exist  
(Craig Groeschel)  
“This book is an invitation for anyone courageous  
enough to admit their hypocrisy, get honest with God,  
shed the self-sufficiency, and live a life that truly brings 
glory to Christ.”
Young Adults
Co-ed small croup for young adults, 30s–40s, who may 
have children
Teacher:  Lauren McGee
Location:  Room 502

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Potter’s Clay 
Co-ed ongoing class for middle/older adults
Co-teachers:  Tim Britton, Ed Congleton, Bill Gaston
Location:  Room 300

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Messengers, Disciples, and New Disciples
Co-ed ongoing class for older adults
Co-teachers: Fred Daniel, Carol Foor, Bill Little, Dot 
Seay, Wayne Taylor
Location:  MPR (multi-purpose room)

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Pathfinders
Co-ed ongoing class for senior adults
Co-teachers:  Tom Durham, Gerry Jolly
Location:  Room 311

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Koinonia
An ongoing class for women who are single, divorced,  
widowed, or women who do not attend a class with  
their husbands.
During the summer, this small group chooses a con-
temporary book on a relevant subject, often written 
by a female author, to study together.
Teacher:  Bridgette Williamson
Location:  Room 610 (and off-campus on occasion)

Book Studies
Readers Group
Co-ed ongoing class for people who like to read and study 
books.

(Practicing Midrash – Reading the Bible’s Arguments 
as an Invitation to Conversation by F. Timothy 
Moore)
Teacher:  Vickie Coleman
Location: Room 609

Small Group Connections

at Oakmont
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OBC FAMILY FUN 
& FELLOWSHIP
August 28th

5-7pm
Multi-purpose Room

Open Mic Night at OBC in the MPR!!

If you have a talent to share at this great time of fellowship, 
please contact Karen Meetze by email at

karencmeetze@gmail.com or by cell phone at 
252-412-1871 as soon as possible!! 

The deadline is Friday, August 19th to get your “act” 
in the program! 

Looking for performers in any 
category to sing, tell a joke, do a skit, 

play an instrument. 

We’ll have entertainment and an ice cream 
fellowship! Just in time to kick off our Pitt 
County School Students’ return to school.
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During the month of August, we will be learning sto-
ries from the Bible that talk about the amazing work of 
God.  God made everything, but people are God’s most 

wonderful creation because we are the only creation made in God’s very own image.  God made 
people to think, create, and help one another out.  Every time we look in the mirror or look at 
another person, we are seeing God’s masterpiece.  God is an awesome artist, and God made you 
and me—and everyone on this earth!

This week’s story comes to us from the book of Genesis.  Genesis is the first book in the Bible, and it 
tells the story of how God created the earth.  In Genesis 1, the Bible tells us that God made the sky, the 
oceans, the mountains, the animals, and people!  When God made people, God made them in God’s image.  
This means that God had a special plan just for each and every single one of us.  A part of God is inside of 
us, connecting us to God!  That’s how much God loves us!  So, whenever you look at yourself, or someone 
else, remember that person is a wonderful creation of God.  

This week, I want you to remember that God made everything, and that God made you!  Even when we 
might not get along with somebody, we must remember that person was made by God, so we have to try 
our best to love them, because God loves them too.  We must also remember to be kind to ourselves and 
love ourselves, because God loves us and wants us to know just how special we are!  

Children’s Connection

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
August Bible Study Lessons 

(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday) 

AUGUST THEME:  Awesome Artist  
This month, we will learn about God as the “Awesome Artist.”  The most amazing work of art 
is the one we see in the mirror each day—people!  God made everything, but people are God’s 
most wonderful creation because we are the only creation made in God’s very own image.  God 
made us to think and figure things out, to create and invent, and to help others—just like God.  
We want our students to know that every time they look in the mirror, or look at another per-
son, they are seeing God’s masterpiece.  We want them to know that they are wonderfully made 
because of  WHO made them—THE awesome artist —God!

August Memory Verse & Bottom Line
“I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” 

–Psalm 139:14.   NIV

Who made you wonderful? God made me wonderful. 

August
Theme Song:  

Click HERE.

“Creation”  Children’s Video: Click HERE. Resources and ideas are from Orange Curriculum.

–Ben Gurganus,   
Associate Pastor for Youth & Christian Education
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AUGUST THEME
Epic: A Love Story for the Ages 

Love starts and ends with God.  Love has always 
been the point of how God has interacted with 
the world.  Since the beginning of time, God’s 
love has always been on display.  From Genesis 
to Revelation, God inspired writers of Scripture, 
whose works come together to tell God’s Big 
story.  But God’s love isn’t just about what hap-
pened in history.  God loves us today!  And we 
have the chance to share God’s love with others, 
right here and now.  We know that God loves 
us first.  God loved us enough to send Jesus for 
us.  In response, we can show how much we love 
God by loving others… and showing people how 
much they matter to us.  

August Memory Verse
“Here is what love is.  It is not that we loved 

God.  It is that He loved us and sent His  
Son to give His life to pay for our sins.” 

– 1 John 4:10, NIRV 

Key Questions  
& Bottom Line This Month

August 7
Who do you love?  

Love God by loving others.

August 14
How do you know when someone loves you? 

God made us to take care of each other.

August 21
Who has loved you even when you’ve messed 

up? God loves us no matter what.

August 28
When have you made a plan?  

God has a plan to show love to the world. 

August Theme Song:  Click HERE.

First – Sixth Grade
1st–6th Grade August Bible Study Lessons 
(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday)

MULTI-MEDIA

Our 9:40 a.m. worship service is recorded each  
week and shown on Cable 7 at 11:15 a.m.

Live streaming of our service and service archives  
are available in the Media section of our website.

STAYING IN THE KNOW with all that’s going on with our youth is easy!  
Just sign up for our email and texting lists, 

AND GET INVOLVED NOW!

Want to get on youth email list? 

Send an email to: ben@oakmontchurch.com

Want to receive YOUTH  updates by Text?  

Text: OAKMONTYOUTH to 94090(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)

Want to receive CROSSOVER (6th grade ministry) updates by text?
Text: CROSSOVER to 94090(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!) 5
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Ben’s Trip to Israel
From May 17 to May 28, I had the wonderful opportunity to travel to Israel with Campbell 
Divinity School.  There are no adequate words to describe how the trip was.  I mean, how 
do you put into words what it was like to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, see the lands and 
cities of the Old Testament, and step back in time to a country that is filled with amazing 
history?  All I can say is that the trip was life-changing and, for me, it added a new layer of 
visuals and meaning to scripture.  In an attempt to share with you all some of my favorite 
moments from the trip, I will do a brief write-up each week about the things we saw and 
did on the days of our trip.  I hope that I can at least give you a slight glimpse into all the 
wonders that the Holy Land holds.

Day 7:
On day seven of the trip, we visited the Mount of Olives,  

the Garden of Gethsemane, and the Church of the Nativity.  

The MOUNT OF OLIVES is an elevated ridge located across the Kidron Valley on the Eastern Side of 
the city of Jerusalem.  It got its name from the many olive groves that used to be located across the hillside.  
In Luke 19, we read about Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, just days before His crucifixion.  However, 
before Jesus entered into the city, he stopped atop the Mount of Olives and wept for the city of Jerusalem 
(Luke 19:41-44).  

As our group stopped in the same area, we could also see across the valley, into the city of Jerusalem.  I 
imagined what it must have been like for Jesus, knowing that he was looking upon the place where he would 
be put to death, but also knowing that there was still work to be done, and that the message of God’s love 
still needed to be shared with so many.  Despite the anxiety and nerves that he must have been dealing with, 
Jesus pressed on towards the city.  

Pictured: The view from the Mount of Olives, overlooking Jerusalem.  The Dome of the Rock (the golden dome) is probably 
where the Temple would have been.  You can imagine Jesus seeing the Temple, and the rest of the city, and being heart-
broken at the state of Jerusalem and all that was to come.  But you can also imagine the passion inside Him, driving him 
onwards towards the city.  
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Pictured: This road is known 
as “Palm Sunday Road.”  It 
is the alleged route that 
Jesus took as He made His 
way down from the Mount 
of Olives and into Jerusa-
lem on Palm Sunday.  After 
Jesus made His way into 
the Temple area, He began 
clearing it out and cleans-
ing it.  As we walked down 
the road, we could imagine 
the crowds of people lining 
the sides of the streets, lay-
ing down their coats and 
palm branches.  Imagine 
the commotion and excite-
ment from the crowd as 
Jesus neared the city, only 
for them to turn on Him a 
week later.  

Pictured Above Left: This tree is nicknamed the “Crown of Thorns” tree.  As you can see, it is covered in massive thorns.  
This could be one of the possible ways that the Roman soldiers made Jesus’ crown of thorns.  There were plenty of these 
types of trees located around the city.  

After we left the Mount of Olives, we made our way over to the Garden of Gethsemane.  The Hebrew 
word for Gethsemane, gat shemanim, simply means “oil press.”  So, the Biblical Garden of Gethsemane was 
most likely an Olive tree grove that had an oil press on site.  We read about Jesus in the Garden of Geth-
semane in all four Gospel accounts (Matt. 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-52, Luke 22:39-53, and John 18:1-12).  The 
Garden of Gethsemane is where Jesus took some of His disciples to pray just hours before He was arrested 
and crucified.  It’s location is not far from Jerusalem, and it is likely that Jesus would have been able to see the 
mob from a ways off- as they were coming in the middle of the night and were most likely carrying torches.  
If we imagine this, then Jesus’ prayers become even more powerful and gut wrenching.  The anxiety of the 
moment becomes amplified as Jesus is committed to God’s plan, but also prays for another way.  But despite 
His fears, Jesus stayed in the Garden and met His attackers.  He did not run; He did not fight.  Jesus was 
committed to His plan on earth because His love for the world was so great.

Pictured: Some views from the Garden of Gethsemane.  The flowers are a recent addition, as they would not have been 
there during the time of Jesus.  The olive trees however are ancient.  The roots of some of those olive trees are dated back 
to the time of Jesus.  Meaning, if this is the correct site for Gethsemane, Jesus could have been praying in the midst of 
some of the same trees that we walked past.   7



Pictured: The Church of all Nations, built after WWII 
as a symbol of peace between the nations of the 
world.  Many countries donated money for the con-
struction of the church.  Inside of the church is the 
rock that is believed to be where Jesus prayed before 
His arrest.  Is that really the spot where He prayed?  
It’s hard to say.  But it is a strong reminder of the an-
guish, suffering, and stress that Christ went through 
on the night of His arrest.

Pictured: A plaque in the Gar-
den quoting Matthew 26:39. 
A powerful reminder of Jesus’ 
devotedness to God.  Even in 
the moment of His deepest 
despair, Jesus remained faith-
ful to God.  May we learn from 
His example, and do our best to 
put our faith in God.    
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As we left Jerusalem, we made our way over to Bethlehem to see the Church of the Nativity.  The 
Church of the Nativity was originally constructed around the year 330 CE by the Roman Emperor, Con-
stantine.  However, the church was partially destroyed in 529 during a rebellion in the area.  The church was 
rebuilt shortly after by Byzantine Emperor Justinian, and much of that original structure still stands to this 
day.  The church is built over the cave where it is believed that Jesus was born. Now, the Gospel accounts 
tell us that Jesus was born in a stable. However, it is likely that the cave could have been used as a stable, and 
that the house/inn may have been built near the cave.  Caves were used for many things in Jesus’ day, and 
it would not have been bizarre for someone to keep their animals in a cave.  Either way, there are ancient 
Christian traditions that support the idea that Jesus was born in a cave.  However, like with the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, the cave was built up with different monuments and incents, dedicated to the birthplace 
of Jesus.  It was hard to imagine the cave being a stable, and Mary and Joseph there together with baby Jesus 
because of all of the “decorations.”  However, the significance of the location was not lost on me.  The cave 
was not very large, and one could imagine the tight quarters that Mary and Joseph had to settle into as Mary 
was giving birth.  One could imagine the smell of the animals, and the various noises that would have been 
reverberating off the cave walls.  It must have been chaos.  But in that chaos, Peace was born.  On a night 
when Mary and Joseph felt like nothing was going right, the Savior of the World was born.  How true do the 
carols sings, “Silent night, holy night…Jesus, Lord at thy birth.”  

Pictured: The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem.  Although 
it did not look like a whole lot on the outside, the inside of the 
church was beautiful. The main entrance way into the church is 
called the “Door of Humility.”  The entrance way is only 4 feet 
tall, but this was done to keep mounted horseman from riding 
into the church and looting it.  In the picture of the doorway, 
notice the step going into the church.  Look how weathered 
it is.  The church itself is between 1,700 and 1,400 years old!  
Imagine how many people have walked through that doorway 
over the years!
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Pictured: This spot, marked by the silver star, is believed to be the 
spot where Jesus was born.  

Deacon Ministry Election Study List: 
Information for Deacon Ministry Elections will be sent out in mid-August

By August 17, please contact Lauri Johnson 
in the Church Office (252-756-1245 or lauri@oakmontchurch.com) to:

•  Have your name reinstated to the list (if you removed it previously)
•  Have your name removed from the list (until you reinstate it)
•  Check the status of your name on the list (in case you've forgotten)

Pastor Search Team Update
The Pastor Search Team has recently completed initial conversations with ten pastoral candidates, whose 
names and resumes were provided to us by the Center for Healthy Churches.  We are now moving into the 
next phase of the process, scheduling and completing two-hour Zoom interviews with the candidates and 
entire Pastor Search Team.  As you can imagine, scheduling these interviews with pastor candidates and ten 
team members during the summer is a challenge, so we ask for your patience and prayers as we continue in 
this next step of the process.  We especially ask for you to pray for wisdom, discernment, and clear direction 
for the team as we interview these candidates, and we also ask that you pray for discernment and direction 
for the candidates as well.  We are very encouraged by our initial conversations with candidates and look 
forward to the upcoming interviews!
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Oakmonters, we are in the process of updating our 
website. If you have any difficulty with the website 
links or you see something that is outdated or incor-
rect, please call the church office and make us aware.

We’re Updating 
Our Website!

Oakmont Church Cookbook  
Needs Your Favorite Recipes

We are still collecting the recipes through September.  
If you are unable to bring them to the church, you may 
send them to us here at the church (attention:  Lauri 
Johnson).  If you are unable to make a copy yourself, 
we will copy them here and return them to you.  Addi-
tionally, you may contact us, and Gerry Jolly (dgjolly@
suddenlink.net) will come by and pick them up and re-
turn them (if you need them returned).  We are looking 
for favorite recipes and recipes that you may have from 
some of the older generations that we could share with 
the younger generation.

Current COVID Guidelines  
for In-Person Worship 

(Effective Sunday, March 13)

Masks are now  
optional for  

in-person worship

Masks are now optional for in-person worship. In response to changes in state 
and local COVID regulations, we have adjusted our in-person guidelines.
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Clothes Closet is open each month on the first and third  
Tuesdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Thank You for your generosity.  

CLOTHES CLOSET IS CURRENTLY ACCEPTING SUMMER AND 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL CLOTHES.  We will begin collecting fall and winter 

clothes in the coming months.  We have a great need for volunteers to sort 
contributions.  Please contact Sandi Weeks swbeach70@gmail.com.

Mission
Corner

We have a family in need  
of a twin- and full-sized bed.   

We especially need school-age  
children’s summer clothes for boys  

and girls. Thank you!

The Village Bible 
Study and Child Care 
needs a couple of volunteers to play 
with children while the mothers have 
Bible study once or twice a month.  

Everyone meets outside and wears face 
masks.  Please contact Kahla Hall if you 

can help as your schedule allows.

Backyard Buddies Update 
We plan to start Backyard Buddies on  

September 12-13 from 3:15–4:30 p.m. and  
need volunteers to tutor a student on Mondays 
and/or Tuesdays this semester.  Interested tutors 

may contact Jimmie (jimmie@oakmontchurch.com) 
for more information.

Oakmont will collect school supplies now through August 14 for our  
Backyard Buddies children and our Eppes Middle School partnership.

NEEDED ITEMS:

Backyard Buddies’ School Supplies!

• No. 2 pre-sharpened pencils  
  (not mechanical pencils)

• Pencil erasers  
  (large pink erasers and end cap erasers)

• Pencil sharpeners
• Black or blue ink pens
• Loose-leaf notebook paper
• Marbled composition books (not spiral)
• Plastic or sturdy 2-pocket folders  

  (with or without brads)

• Index cards
• Glue sticks, bottles of glue
• Crayola markers (8-12 marker packs)
• Highlighters
• Dry erase Expo markers
• Fine-tip Sharpie markers  
• Hand sanitizer
• Tissue boxes
• Ziploc bags (sandwich and gallon sizes)

Please bring donations to the church office or to the display in the Narthex.
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Our Record of Our

FAITHFULNESS
July 31, 2022

Sunday
FINANCIAL

Receipts (This Week) ............................ $23,232.00  
(12,235 Online, 10,997 Mail)

Receipts (Month-to-Date) ................... $95,834.50

Receipts 2022 (Year-to-Date) ............ $562,803.24
Receipts 2021  (Year-to-Date) ........... $623,469.08

Communion Offering (This Week) ............. $160

Communion Offering (Month-to-Date) .... $1,486

Building Fund (This Week) ............................ $200
Building Fund (Month-to-Date) .................... $505
Building Fund (Year-to-Date) ..................... $2511

2022  PRELIMINARY MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,185,741
BUDGET REQUIRED WEEKLY: $22,803

During the month of August, Baptists on Mission will host a series of Regional Mission Rallies across the 
state. These rallies (10 of them) are a great way to get your church aware of and involved in Missions! They 
will be held on August 22, 23 or 25. Check the link below for the location that is closest to you. The rallies 
will highlight the variety of opportunities NC Baptists have to be involved in missions. There will be wor-
ship, short testimonies, mission videos, and a prayer time for missions. Everyone interested in missions is 
encouraged to attend. A main focus of these rallies will be state, national, international mission opportunities 
(including Disaster Relief) and the NC Missions Offering.

A meal is provided at the Mission Rallies at no charge, but reservations are necessary to ensure an ac-
curate meal count. The cut-off date for reserving a meal for each Rally is one week prior to the event. To 
register, click here, then click on the "Details/Register" button of the regional rally that you want to attend 
and register the number of people who will be coming with you. You can also register by phone by calling 
Melanie Crawford at 919-459-5596. The meal will begin at 5:45 pm, followed by the program from 6:50 pm-
8:30 pm. Please go ahead and sign up and bring a group from your church!

Regional Rallies to be Held in August
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The Worship of God
at Oakmont

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

THE ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM    

WELCOME                     Michael McKnight

HYMN                “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”

PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

MORNING PRAYER             Ben Gurganus

HYMN                             “Love That Binds Medley”

OFFERTORY SENTENCES            Jimmie Hughes

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE OF GOD’S PEOPLE

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP TIME            Ben Gurganus

HYMN                   “The Old Rugged Cross”

SCRIPTURE READING       Philippians 2:1-11                          Rev. Glasgow

SERMON                                  “The Christian Attitude”     Rev. Glasgow

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION    

HYMN                “More Love to Thee”

SENDING FORTH GOD’S PEOPLE

LIFE AT OAKMONT   Ben Gurganus

BENEDICTION    Rev. Glasgow
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Mrs. Sally Pride
Educational Ministries Secretary
sally@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Wayne Taylor
Facility Manager

wayne@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Amy Cook
Communications Specialist

amycook@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Caroline Bissette
Mr. Clark Willis
Technical Assistants

1100 Red Banks Road   |   Greenville, NC 27858   |   252.756.1245   |   oakmontchurch.com
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

All People of Oakmont Baptist Church Are Ministers
and serve alongside

Mr. Noah Fairbrother 
Mr. Jimmy Weaver
Mr. Drew Varnell

Sextons 

Worship & Music  
Leadership

Mrs. Karen Meetze 
Interim Director  

of Music and Worship
karencmeetze@gmail.com

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam
Pianist

 Mr. Jim Gilliam
Music Assistant

 Mr. Philip Jackson
Worship Leader

Rev. Jack Glasgow
Interim Pastor

jack@oakmontchurch.com
jack.glasgow@myzbc.org

Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
Director of Missions

jimmie@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Ben Gurganus
Associate Pastor for Youth  

& Christian Education
ben@oakmontchurch.com

Ms. Lauri Johnson
Pastoral/Music Ministry Secretary

lauri@oakmontchurch.com
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