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News from Oakmont Baptist ChurchNews from Oakmont Baptist Church

IN-PERSON WORSHIP this Sunday at 9:40 a.m.
LIVE-STREAM WORSHIP at 9:40 a.m. 
WATCH US ON CABLE CHANNEL 7 at 11:15 a.m.

JOIN US!



Our COVID Medical Reopening Team, with the support of our Diaconate, has adjusted our 
in-person worship guidelines once again effective this Sunday, August 8. Our new worship guide-
lines include:

• All persons — whether vaccinated or unvaccinated — will be required to wear face masks 
for all in-person church activities (worship, Sunday school, small groups, team meetings, etc.).

• We will continue to practice social distancing in all areas of the church.

• Masks are required when conducting business at the church office.  Please wait out in the 
hallway and allow our staff to come and serve you there.

• Since children are not yet able to be vaccinated, we ask all workers with our children in any 
setting to wear face masks.

• The COVID Medical Reopening Team reserves the right to review these guidelines moving 
forward depending on the circumstances of COVID and its variants in our state and local 
community.

• We are asking everyone to sign in at one of the Narthex tables before entering the sanctuary 
for worship.  Until we’re able to start using our Fellowship Pads, this gives us a way to com-
municate with first-time visitors.  If you happen to meet a guest, please encourage them to 
pick up a hard copy of our E-Newsletter out in the Narthex. 

New COVID Guidelines  
for In-Person Worship (Beginning on Sunday, August 8)

Masks and  
Social Distancing
Required For All

Our knitting group is meeting again on Tuesday  
mornings at 10:00 a.m. in room 307.  Contact Team 
Leader Barbara Dail at bdail@suddenlink.net if you 
would like additional information, or you can just drop 
by and knit or crochet as their schedule allows!

Knit/Crochet Group
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mailto:bdail%40suddenlink.net?subject=


SUNDAYS, SEPTEMBER 12, OCTOBER 24, AND NOVEMBER 21

SENIOR PASTOR TRANSITION UPDATE

Please pray for our Senior Pastor Transition Team members, along with Dr. Bill Wilson, director of 
The Center for Healthy Churches, who will facilitate our congregational conversations in Septem-
ber, October, and November.

We also invite you to place these dates on your calendar to be a part  
of the transition process as we plan and prepare for a new senior pastor:  

Note:  Dr. Wilson will be preaching on Sunday, October 24 in our 9:40 a.m. worship gathering.  

— A Video from Dr. Bill Wilson —
Dr. Bill Wilson, director of the Center for Healthy Churches, recorded a video for the  

Oakmont church family last week.  You can view it by clicking HERE.  In this video, Dr. Wilson  
shares about the three upcoming conversations/listening sessions and how they will shape  
our congregational and senior pastor profiles, a tool needed for our pastor search process.

 

Sunday, August 29
   9:40 a.m.  In-Person & Live-Stream Worship
 11:15 a.m.  Worship on Cable Channel 7
   5:00 p.m.  End-of-Summer Youth Kick-Off

This Week’s Events Monday, August 30  

  6:30 p.m.  Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, August 31
 10:00 a.m.  Knit/Crochet Group 

Anissa Davenport 
Transitions Team Leader and Deacon Vice-Chair

Caroline Fairbrother

Randy Fussell 
Deacon and Personnel Team Leader

Cal Hayslip, Deacon Chair

Pattie Mills, Deacon

Bobbie Lou Price

Dot Seay, Deacon

Faye Steele, Deacon and Stewardship Team Leader

• Sessions begin at 10:30 a.m.

• Congregational conversations will be led by 
Dr. Bill Wilson, CHC director, as we prepare 
for a senior pastor search process.

• We will meet in the multi-purpose room.

• On these Sundays, our morning worship 
will begin at 9:30 a.m.

• No Sunday school classes will meet.

• Childcare will be provided for children birth 
through grade 5.

A virtual session by Zoom will be provided on Tuesday, September 14 at 7:00 p.m.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2ihYNZ8_1Y


Sunday, August 29

5:00–5:30 p.m.
Students and parents can begin to arrive  
at Branches, hang out, play games, etc.

5:30–6:00 p.m.
Dinner for youth and parents

6:00–7:00 p.m.
Youth and parents meet in the large room  
together followed by breakout sessions for  

parents and youth to find out more about Fall events.

Even if you cannot come right at 5:00, you are still  
more than welcome to come when you’re free.  

Oakmont provided ice cream bars for the  
staff at C.M. Eppes Middle School as part of our 
partnership. They were very excited to have the 
special treat and our prayers for the school year! 

Eppes Ice 
Cream Treats 

for Staff

Youth & parentsYouth & parents

are invitedare invited

to our. . .to our. . .

Youth & parents

are invited

to our. . .
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DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST THE BIBLE STORY LESSONS FOR PRESCHOOLERS AND 
CHILDREN ARE ABOUT GOD’S POWER.  GOD IS MORE POWERFUL THAN ANYTHING OR 
ANY PERSON WE WILL EVER FACE IN THIS WORLD.  WE CAN ALWAYS LOOK TO GOD FOR 
HELP BECAUSE GOD’S POWER IS AWESOME! 

This week’s Bible story comes to us from Daniel 6:1-23.  We will be discussing another story about 
Daniel.  As you may remember, Daniel was an Israelite living in the city of Babylon.  The Babylonians did not 
worship God, and they did not fully understand the Israelite’s customs and traditions.

One day, a law was passed that made it illegal to pray to God! Could you imagine that?  It was illegal 
for anyone to talk to God, and to pray to Him.  Anyone who was caught praying to God would be severely 
punished.  Despite this new law, Daniel continued praying to God. He knew that having a relationship with 
God was the most important thing in his life, no matter what the consequences were.  Eventually, the local 
authorities caught Daniel praying, and they arrested him.  As punishment, Daniel was thrown into a pit…full 
of hungry lions! How scary is that?! They tried to feed Daniel to a bunch of hungry lions, all because he was 
praying to God!

However, despite this scary punishment, God protected Daniel!  God knew what a faithful person Daniel 
was, and God rewarded Daniel for his faith.  God did not allow the lions to touch Daniel at all, and Daniel 
walked out of the pit the next day—completely unharmed.  How amazing is that?! God used his power to 
protect Daniel, and God will use His power to protect you, too.  We can be confident that, when we put our 
faith in God, God will always protect us and keep us safe.  So, as the new school year begins, remember this 
story.  Although you may be scared, starting a new grade, or having a class with none of your friends, always 
remember that God loves you, and will protect you from any harm!  

Children’s Connection

Preschool & Kindergarten
August Bible Study Lessons 

(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday) 

AUGUST THEME:  Construction Zone: God is Powerful
This month’s theme is Construction Zone, and the incredible machines you see at a construction 

site are pretty powerful. But, we have Someone even more impressive, more powerful to talk about 
this month — God!  God is more powerful than anything or any person that you will face in this 
world. You can always look to God for help because God’s power is awesome!  So no matter what 
you are facing this month, you can be sure that God is bigger and more powerful than the things that 
are worrying you.  So buckle up, as we learn about God’s amazing power!

August Memory Verse
“Great is our Lord and Mighty in power.”  

–Psalm 147:5, NIV

Who is powerful? God is powerful. 

Resources and ideas are from Orange Curriculum.

–Ben Gurganus,   
Minister of Education, Children and Youth

August Theme Song:  Click HERE.

“Daniel and the Lion’s Den” Children's Video:  Click HERE.
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https://at-home.playlister.app/c5a34543-ab9d-4e21-a720-0896890d80f4/83d0b6b5-046d-44bd-95a0-e94bae92fd9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEM_X25DWPk


STAYING IN THE KNOW with all that’s going on with 
our youth is easy!  

Just sign up for our email and texting lists and get 
involved now!

Want to get on youth email list? 

Send an email to: 

ben@oakmontchurch.com

Want to receive YOUTH  

updates by Text?  

Text: OAKMONTYOUTH to 94090

(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)

Want to receive CROSSOVER 

(6th grade ministry) updates by text?

Text: CROSSOVER to 94090

(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)

AUGUST THEME
Dig Deep: Discover 
What Matters Most 

This month, we will be discovering the connec-
tion between wisdom and God’s character, as 
shown through God’s Big story.  When Jesus was 
a boy, He grew in wisdom.  God wants us to dis-
cover wisdom, too.  When we make wise choic-
es we are showing others the character of God.  
As you get older, you will have to make difficult 
choices in your life.  By making wise and thought-
ful decisions, we are allowing God’s character to 
shine through us.  God wants us to live the best 
life possible, but that all starts by listening to God, 
and making smart choices that point us back to 
God.  This month we will see that wisdom is a 
reflection of the character of God.

August Memory Verse
“If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask 

God for it.  He will give it to you.  God gives free-
ly to everyone and doesn’t find fault.” 

–James 1:5, NIRV 

Key Questions  
& Bottom Line This Month

August 1
What does it mean to be wise? Wisdom is 

worth searching for.

August 8
Why do you need wisdom? Trust God to give 

you wisdom. 

August 15
What could keep you from being wise?  

Think before you act.

August 22
Who is the wisest person you know?  

Hang out with wise people.

August 29
How are you wiser than you used to be?  

Never stop growing in wisdom.

August Theme Song
Click HERE.

First – Sixth Grade
1st–6th Grade August Bible Study Lessons 
(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday)
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https://at-home.playlister.app/c5a34543-ab9d-4e21-a720-0896890d80f4/072c46d1-9006-4ced-b3db-ff45e66ded3b


2nd Tuesday of the Month
Zoom with Michael at 10:00 a.m.

4th Tuesday of the Month
Going out to a local restaurant.   

Meet @ 11:30 am.
NOTE:  We will be asking for a private room  

or exploring outside seating.  

 

UPCOMING 4th Tuesday Locations
Tuesday, Septemer 28 – Great Harvest Bread 

Tuesday, October 26 – TBA (an outdoor picnic, perhaps?)

Oakmont Seniors Ministry
Oakmont is blessed with a growing number of people (seniors) who enjoy being together!  They accom-
plished this virtually throughout the pandemic by joining Oakmont-hosted Zoom calls, either with Michael 
or with a Sunday school class.  As the COVID numbers started to recede a couple of months ago, we started 
scheduling two monthly lunches—one at Oakmont and one at a local restaurant.  Unfortunately, COVID is 
on the uptick once again.  Consequently, here’s our new schedule (at least for now ). . .

• Help set up the tent; 

• Do prayer walks around the fair;

• Serve as a greeter at the hospitality tent for fair workers; 

• Prepare and serve a meal for the fair workers;

• Donate items to give out to the fair workers during the week; and

• Donate food.

Fair Ministry to 
Pitt County Fair Workers 

September 21-26, 2021

or click HERE.

There are so many ways you can help!  You can. . .

If you have any questions, contact Grif Avin at AVING@ecu.edu.  
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https://signup.com/group/1177019736083352052
mailto:AVING%40ecu.edu?subject=


 Our Tech Team is needing volunteers to assist 
on Sunday morning with audio, PowerPoint  

and cameras.  Plans are being formed to  
conduct some training sessions in September.  
If you would like to learn more or be involved 
in this important ministry, please contact the 

church office.  Someone will be in touch!

2021  MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,498,062
BUDGET REQUIRED WEEKLY: $28,809

Receipts (This Week) ................................ $20,738  
($5,485 Online, $15,253 Mail)

Receipts (Month-to-Date) ......................... $77,927.50

Receipts 2021 (Year-to-Date) .................. $689,351.58
Receipts 2020  (Year-to-Date) .................. $818,680.21

Communion Offering (This Week) .................... $40
Communion Offering (Month-to-Date) ............ $2020

Building Fund (This Week) ..................................... $100
Building Fund (Month-to-Date) .......................... $450
Building Fund (Year-to-Date) ..................... $3,199.50

NCMB/WMUNC (This Week) ........................... $50
NCMB/WMUNC (Month-to-Date) ...................... $50

Our Record of Our

FAITHFULNESS
August 22, 2021

Sunday
FINANCIAL

LOCATION 
Branches (1400 Red Banks Rd)

DATES 
2nd & 4th Tuesday nights

TIME 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

REQUIRED 
Volunteers must be fully vaccinated  

against COVID-19. 

WHO? 
Medical professionals & other volunteers  

wishing to make a difference

Sign up HERE!

to help with 
Oakmont’s 
Medical Clinic

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 

MULTI-MEDIA

Our 9:40 a.m. worship service is recorded each  
week and shown on Cable 7 at 11:15 a.m.

Live streaming of our service and service archives  
are available in the Media section of our website.

Would you be interested in helping  
Oakmont’s worship look and sound good? 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094eaaaa2fa6ff2-oakmont1


FACEBOOK PREMIERE:  With Afghanistan, Haiti, COVID, the turmoil in 
the U.S., and so many more things in this world that are causing sadness, 
grief and worry, it’s a good time to share the NCBSO recording of Lisa 
Ireland’s song, “Thou, O Lord,” as this Sunday’s premiere.  You’ll find the 
words an encouragement in these difficult days.  Let your Oakmont wor-
ship begin at 9:32 a.m. this Sunday morning.

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

VIDEO                          “Sixty-Three (A Psalm of Worship)”  

“Glorify the Lord Medley”

“How Firm a Foundation”

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

“Peace Like a River”
Tim Britton, Mac Williamson, Lynn Copeland & Luanne Gaston

MORNING PRAYER           Rev. Michael McKnight

VIDEO                          “A Pep Talk from Kid President”  

SERMON                               “A Call to Persevere”   Ben Gurganus
Hebrews 10:19–39

RESPONDING WITH GRATITUDE & COMMITMENT
INVITATION TO                     
RESPOND & GIVE             “Looking Always Unto Jesus”

SENDING FORTH IN SERVICE & MINISTRY
LIFE AT OAKMONT         

BENEDICTION   Rev. Michael McKnight
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Ms. Lauri Johnson
Pastoral/Music Ministry Secretary

lauri@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Sally Pride
Educational Ministries Secretary
sally@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Wayne Taylor
Facility Manager

wayne@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Amy Cook
Communications Specialist

amycookdesign@mac.com

Dr. Greg Rogers
Pastor

greg@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Michael McKnight
Minister of Music

michael@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
Director of Missions

jimmie@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Ben Gurganus
Minister of Education,  

Children and Youth
ben@oakmontchurch.com

1100 Red Banks Road   |   Greenville, NC 27858   |   252.756.1245   |   oakmontchurch.com

All People of Oakmont Baptist Church Are Ministers
and serve alongside

Mr. Jimmy Weaver
Mr. Drew Varnell

Sextons

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam
Pianist

Mrs. Karen Meetze
Organist

Mrs. Caroline Bissette
Mr. Kevin Davis
Technical Assistants

Mr. Jim Gilliam
Music Assistant

THANK YOU  
for practicing social  

distancing and for wearing 
the required mask when  

at our church.
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