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News from Oakmont Baptist Church

At Oakmont this Sunday we will continue our look at  “Fishing Stories” with a sermon on the story of 
Jesus feeding the multitude titled, “There Is a Lad Here with Bread and Fish.” In addition, we will recog-

nize our youth ministry intern, Ben Gurganus, as he has graduated from Campbell Divinity School, earning 
his Master of Divinity degree.  At the conclusion of worship and before Sunday school begins, we will have 
a brief business meeting to discuss two items:  1)  an expanded role for Ben Gurganus on our ministry staff; 
and a change in the length of the service term of deacons (from four years to three).  Join us for worship, 
and be a part of making these important decisions for our congregation.

A Word from Our Interim Pastor

IN-PERSON WORSHIP this Sunday at 9:40 a.m.
LIVE-STREAM WORSHIP at 9:40 a.m. 

WATCH US ON CABLE CHANNEL 7 at 11:15 a.m.Join us!

This May, our 
youth minister, 
Ben Gurganus,  
will complete 
his Master of  
Divinity study requirements and  
graduate from Campbell Divinity  
School. We are proud of Ben and 
want to let him know of our best  
wishes as he celebrates this milestone 
in his ministry preparation. If you would 
like to share a card with Ben, please  
get it to the church office before Sunday,  
May 15.  We will share those cards  
with him in worship. 

On Sunday, June 5, we want to recognize all in the Oak-
mont Church family who have graduated or will graduate 
in the Class of 2022, so we need your help. Let us know by 
Friday, May 13 if you or anyone in your family is graduat-
ing from high school, junior college, technical school, col-
lege or university, graduate school or professional school.  
Please submit the name of the graduate and their school 
and degree earned, as well as a maximum of two photos—
usually a baby photo and graduate photo—to the church 
office, and we will have a Bible for high school graduates 
and a gift book for other graduates on June 5. Even if the 
graduate cannot attend the service, we will still want to 
know about their graduation. Thanks for your help!

Help Us  
  Recognize    
      Our  
Graduates



• All persons – whether vaccinated or unvacci-
nated – have the option to wear or not wear 
face masks for all in-person church activities 
(worship, Sunday School, small groups, team 
meetings, etc.). Appropriate social distancing 
is recommended in the sanctuary and other 
rooms.

• Choir members have the option to wear or 
not wear face masks in the choir room and 
choir loft. However, transmission of COVID 
continues to be almost exclusively by air-
borne droplets and singing has been shown to 
increase the risks of transmission. Therefore,  
appropriate social distancing will be main-
tained in the choir room and choir loft.  

• Masks are now optional for church staff and 
for others when conducting business at the 
church office. Please wait in the hallway and 
allow our staff to come and serve you.

• Since Pitt County and North Carolina policies 
on child care have changed, we recommend 
that workers with our children wear face 
masks, but fully vaccinated adults are no lon-
ger required to mask.

• The COVID Medical Reopening Team will 
review these guidelines moving forward de-
pending on the circumstances of COVID and 
its variants in our state and local community.

• We will no longer ask you to sign in at one of 
the Narthex tables before entering the sanc-
tuary for worship.  Please pass the Fellowship 
pads down each row during the worship ser-
vice. If you meet a guest, please ask them to 
pick up a hard copy of our E-Newsletter out 
in the Narthex.

Current COVID Guidelines  
for In-Person Worship 

(Effective Sunday, March 13)

Masks are now  
optional for  

in-person worship

Masks are now optional for in-person worship. In response to changes in state 
and local COVID regulations, we have adjusted our in-person guidelines.

Our new worship guidelines include:
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Oakmont started three new Sunday school classes/small groups in March, which meet on Sunday mornings 
after the worship service.

•	 Have you been wanting to reconnect in a small group at Oakmont?  
•	 If you’ve never been part of a small group, would you like to check one out? 
•	 Do you want to experience greater community at Oakmont? 
•	 Do you want to connect with God in a more personal way and discover what He has to say to you and 

how He is relevant to your life right now? 

If the answer is “yes” to any one of these questions, we hope you’ll choose to get involved in one of the small 
groups described below!  If you want to connect with an ongoing class, you are welcome to join at any time!  

Life Lessons from Philippians  (Max Lucado Study)
—NEW CLASS—
Teacher:  Sharron Edwards
Co-ed Small Group 
March 13:  start date
Location:  Fellowship Hall

Formations Adult Bible Study  (Smith and Helwys)
—NEW CLASS—
Teacher:  Pastor Jack Glasgow
Co-ed Small Group
March 6:  start date
Location:  Room 606

Nurturing Faith Bible Study  (Tony Cartledge)
—NEW CLASS—
Teacher:  Mac Williamson
Coed Small Group for adults in 40s–50s who may have children in middle and/or high school
March 6:  start date
Location:  Room 307

Small Group 

Connections

at Oakmont

3



The Christian Atheist: Believing in God but Living As If He Doesn’t Exist  (Craig Groeschel)  
“This book is an invitation for anyone courageous enough to admit their hypocrisy, get honest with God, shed the  
self-sufficiency, and live a life that truly brings glory to Christ.”
Young Adults
Coed small croup for young adults, 30s–40s who may have children
Teacher:  Lauren McGee
Location:  Room 502

*Formations Adult Bible Study  (Smith and Helwys)
Potter’s Clay 
Coed ongoing class for middle/older adults
Co-teachers:  Tim Britton, Ed Congleton, Bill Gaston
Location:  Room 300

*Formations Adult Bible Study  (Smith and Helwys)
Messengers, Disciples, and New Disciples
Coed ongoing class for older adults
Co-teachers: Fred Daniel, Carol Foor, Bill Little, Dot Seay, Wayne Taylor
Location:  MPR (multi-purpose room)

*Formations Adult Bible Study  (Smith and Helwys)
Pathfinders
Coed ongoing class for senior adults
Co-teachers:  Tom Durham, Gerry Jolly
Location:  Room 311

*Formations Adult Bible Study  (Smith and Helwys)
Koinonia
During the summer, this small group chooses a contemporary book on a relevant subject, often written by a 
female author, to study together.
Teacher:  Bridgette Williamson
An ongoing class for women who are single, divorced, widowed, or women who do not attend a class with their husbands.
Location:  Room 610 (and off-campus on occasion)

Book Studies
Readers Group
Coed ongoing class for people who like to read and study books.
Teacher:  Vickie Coleman
Location: Room 609

Small Group Connections

The Upcoming Smith and Helwys  
Formations Adult Bible Study  

topic include for May is:

“Worship that Pleases God”
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DURING THE MONTH OF MAY, WE WILL BE LEARNING ABOUT 
STORIES AND ANSWERING QUESTIONS ABOUT GOD AND THE 
EARTH.  CHILDREN HAVE NATURALLY INQUISITIVE MINDS, 
AND THEY HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT SO MANY THINGS!  AS 
THEY DISCOVER THE WORLD AROUND THEM, WE WANT THEM 
TO KNOW WHO MADE IT.  THIS MONTH, WE WILL ANSWER 
QUESTIONS ABOUT WHO MADE EVERYTHING.  WE WANT OUR 
STUDENTS TO KNOW THAT GOD MADE THE EARTH AND EV-
ERYTHING ON IT.  WE WANT THEM TO THINK OF GOD AS THEY 
EXPLORE AND GET TO KNOW THIS WONDERFUL, COLORFUL 

WORLD WE LIVE IN.  BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE WANT THEM TO KNOW THAT THE SAME GOD 
WHO MADE EVERYTHING MADE THEM AND LOVES THEM SO MUCH! 

This week’s story comes to us from Genesis 1:20-21.  As we learned last week, on days three and four of 
creation, God made the land, sea, plants, moon, and the stars.  We talked about how beautiful God made the 
earth and to remember that when we look at nature, or see the beautiful moon and stars, we can know for 
sure that God made all of it.  This week, we will talk about the fifth day of creation.  On day five, God made 
the birds and the fish.  Have you ever wanted to be able to fly?  When you look up at the sky, and see how 
vast and open it is, do you ever wish that you were up there soaring through the clouds? Or what about 
the ocean?  Have you ever looked at the deep blue ocean and wished that you were swimming through it, 
exploring the depths of the sea?  Well although we cannot fly through the sky, or swim in the deepest parts 

Children’s Connection

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
May Bible Study Lessons 

(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday) 

MAY THEME:  Scavenger Hunt 
Preschoolers and kindergarteners naturally have a lot of questions.  There are so many things 
around them that they are curious about.  It is like they are beginning a lifelong scavenger hunt 
to discover the world around them.  Now is the perfect opportunity to tell them what is around 
them, and also who made it!  That is why we are going to spend this month answering one im-
portant question, Who made everything?  Who made the red ladybug? Who made the grey rocks?  
The white clouds? The blue birds?  We want our students to know that God made everything.  We 
want them to think of God as they explore and get to know this wonderful, colorful world we 
live in.  And even more, we want them to know that the same God who made everything made 
them and loves them so much!  

May Memory Verse & Bottom Line
“God saw everything He had made and it was very good.”  

–Genesis 1:31, NIRV 

Who made everything? God made everything. 

May
Theme Song:  

Click HERE.

Continued on next page. . .“Creation” Children’s Video: Click HERE.
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MAY THEME
Bounce Back:  

Get Back Up Again 
God is strong and faithful, always working in our 
lives.  We might get knocked down from time to 
time, but when we put our trust in God, we find 
the strength we need to get back up again.  Jesus 
showed us how to face life with resilience.  No 
matter what happened, Jesus relied on God to help 
Him accomplish the mission set before Him.  Be-
cause of Jesus, we can trust God no matter what.  
We can bounce back from whatever knocks us 
down and complete the mission God has for us.

May Memory Verse
“But those who trust in the Lord will receive 

new strength. They will fly as high as eagles.  They 
will run and not get tired.  They will walk and not 

grow weak.” –Isaiah 40:31, NIRV 

May Theme Song
Click HERE.

Key Questions  
& Bottom Line This Month

May 1
When have you felt alone?  

God is always with you.

May 8
When have you decided to keep going?  

Keep going even when it gets tough.

May 15
What helps you keep going?  

You can choose joy when life gets hard.

May 22
What inspires you to get back up?  

Trusting God can help you get back up. 

May 29
What can help you focus on Jesus?  

Keep going because of what Jesus did for you.

First – Sixth Grade
1st–6th Grade May Bible Study Lessons 

(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday)

Continued from previous page.

MULTI-MEDIA

Our 9:40 a.m. worship service is recorded each  
week and shown on Cable 7 at 11:15 a.m.

Live streaming of our service and service archives  
are available in the Media section of our website.

of the ocean, God made animals that could.  God made the birds to fly through the sky and the fish to swim 
through the sea.  The earth was not created just for us as humans, but also for the animals that are around us.  

So, the next time you see a beautiful bird flying through the clouds or a fish swimming in the ocean, 
remember how God made them.  Remember how God made the sky and the water for them.  God made 
the earth to be a wonderful home for the things that are living in it.  This week, continue to remember how 
God made the earth and everything on it and in it.  Remember God’s goodness and beauty and remember 
how much God loves you!

Resources and ideas are from Orange Curriculum.

–Ben Gurganus,   
Minister of Education, Children and Youth
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LOVE ON OUR YOUTH BY filling their bellies on Sunday nights  
as they fellowship with one another and prepare themselves  

for small groups Bible study.  Click HERE to sign up!

STAYING IN THE KNOW with all that’s going on  
with our youth is easy!  

Just sign up for our email and texting lists, 
AND GET INVOLVED NOW!

Want to get on youth email list? 

Send an email to: ben@oakmontchurch.com

Want to receive YOUTH  updates by Text?  

Text: OAKMONTYOUTH to 94090(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)

Want to receive CROSSOVER (6th grade ministry) updates by text?
Text: CROSSOVER to 94090(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)

Youth Parents  
& Caring Adults!  

The youth are planning on taking a day trip 
to Busch Gardens on June 14.  The price will 
probably be around $80.  This will include 
the park ticket and a voucher for one meal 
inside the park.  More information will be 
given out soon.  Adult chaperones will also 
be needed.  Sign up HERE so that Ben can 
go ahead and get the tickets ordered.

Oakmont youth Sunday night 
small groups will meet this 
Sunday.  See you at 6:00!

Join us at Branches for fun, fellowship & Bible study!

Arrive at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner at 6:00 p.m.

Small Groups at 6:30 p.m. 
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NEXT WEEK: Backyard Buddies will meet both Monday and Tuesday.

The Village  
Bible Study  

and Child Care  
needs a couple of volunteers  

to play with children while the 
mothers have Bible study once 
or twice a month.  Everyone 
meets outside and wears face 
masks.  Please contact Kahla 
Hall if you can help as your 

schedule allows.

BackPack Pals Ministry
As part of our Church-School Partnership, Oakmont 
is again packing and delivering 11 bags of food to se-
lected students at C.M. Eppes Middle School who are 
food insecure on weekends. Donations of food items 
are being collected in the Drop Zone: individual cereal 
boxes, soup cans, Capri suns, pudding cups, and Chef 
Boyardee through May.

Clothes Closet is open each month on the first and third 
Tuesdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Thank You for your generosity.   

CLOTHES CLOSET WILL NOW BEGIN ACCEPTING SUMMER 
CLOTHES ONLY.  We have a great need for volunteers to sort contributions.  
Please contact Sandi Weeks swbeach70@gmail.com.

Mission
Corner

We have a family in need  
of a table and chairs, bed, and a baby 
stroller.  We especially need school  
age children’s summer clothes for  

boys and girls. Thank you!

Encourager Church Partnership 
Book Collection in May for Jenny 

Jenkins’ Summer Reading Program
We are collecting simple elementary age children’s books 
in French to send to Haiti for Jenny’s summer reading 
program. You may order your own French childrens’ 
books and bring them to the Drop Zone, 
or donate money for the church to order 
them. Money is due by May 15 and books 
will be collected through May 31. Please keep 
Jenny and the Haitian people in your prayers.
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Please join us for this FREE event at the Town Common in Uptown Greenville at the Greenville Toy-
ota Amphitheater, 105 E. 1st Street, Greenville 27858.  No glass bottles or coolers are allowed.  Food 
trucks and beverages will be on site, or you may bring in your own food and folding chairs and blankets 
to sit on during the concert.  Meet in the center grassy area behind the asphalt path.  Look for Jimmie 
Hughes and other Oakmont friends to join.

Oakmont is partnering with Memorial Baptist Church for 
this year's Vacation Bible School.  VBS will be held at Memo-
rial's campus from July 31 through August 4 from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. for children in PreK through 6th grade.  Once reg-
istration links and volunteer sheets are ready, they will be 
made available to all who wish to participate.  This is a great 
opportunity for us to partner in fellowship with Memorial and to watch God at work in our community.  

We are still in the very early stages of planning.  But as more information becomes available, it will cer-
tainly be made known to you.  

VBS!

Oakmont Fellowship at Concert on the Common
Thursday, May 26

The Embers at 6:00 p.m.
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Oakmonters, we are in the process of updating our 
website. If you have any difficulty with the website 
links or you see something that is outdated or incor-
rect, please call the church office and make us aware.

We’re Updating 
Our Website!

Please join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 
in the MPR for fellowship and knitting or cro-
cheting.  You need to bring your own needles 
and can use yarn here at the church or bring 
your own.  Contact Barbara Dail for more in-
formation or just come as your schedule allows.

Knitting Group

Oakmont Baptist Church will have a church-wide business meeting  
to follow the worship service on May 15 around 10:45 AM.  
All members are encouraged to attend in person to approve  
several recommendations of the Deacons. Please contact the  

church office if you have any questions.
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Our Record of Our

FAITHFULNESS
May 8, 2022

Sunday
FINANCIAL

Sunday, May 15
    9:40 a.m.

In-Person & Live-Stream  Worship

10:45 a.m.
Church-wide Business Meeting

 11:15 a.m.
Worship on Cable Channel 7

5:30 p.m.
Youth Dinner & Study Group 

(Branches)

Monday, May 16 
3:25 p.m.

Backyard Buddies 

6:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, May 17 
10:00 a.m.

Knitting Group 
(MPR)

3:00 p.m.
Clothes Closet 

3:25 p.m.
Backyard Buddies 

Wednesday, May 18
11:00 a.m.

Wednesday’s Drop-in Bible Study 

Thursday, May 19
9:00 a.m.

Washington Pontoon River trip

This Week’s 
Events

2022  PRELIMINARY   
MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,185,741

BUDGET REQUIRED WEEKLY: $22,803

Receipts (This Week) ................................... $21,755.50  
($7,198.50 Online $14,557 Mail)

Receipts (March Month-to-Date) ................. $43,601.50   

Receipts 2022 (Year-to-Date) .................... $354,824.94
Receipts 2021  (Year-to-Date) .................... $413,593.59

Communion Offering (This Week) ....................... $400
Communion Offering (Month-to-Date) ............. $1,135

Building Fund (This Week) ................................... $100
Building Fund (Month-to-Date) ............................. $100
Building Fund (Year-to-Date) ............................. $1,705

Baptist Hospital (This Week) ................................ $420
Baptist Hospital (Year-to-Date) ............................ $815

Oakmont Seniors 
Ministry

Lunch Bunch 
Update

Our outing for May will be the Washington Pontoon 
River trip on Thursday, May 19.  The cost is $5.00.

We will leave 9:00 a.m. and will return at about 
12:30 p.m.  We still have a few seats available, so call 

church office 756-1245 to make your reservation!
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The Worship of God
at Oakmont

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME          Philip Jackson

HYMN           “Ye Servants of God”

INVOCATION          Dot Seay

“Feeding the Five Thousand”

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

RECOGNITION OF BEN GURGANUS’  
GRADUATION FROM CAMPBELL DIVINITY SCHOOL        

MORNING PRAYER          Rev. Jack Glasgow

ANTHEM         “Leaning On the Everlasting Arms”
Chancel Choir

VIDEO                  “Jesus Feeds 5000 People”

SERMON                     “There Is a Lad Here with Bread and Fish”  Rev. Jack Glasgow
John 6:1-14

RESPONDING WITH GRATITUDE & COMMITMENT

INVITATION TO RESPOND & GIVE            Rev. Glasgow

HYMN         “Break Thou the Bread of Life”

SENDING FORTH IN SERVICE & MINISTRY

LIFE AT OAKMONT   Ben Gurganus

BENEDICTION    Rev. Glasgow
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Mrs. Sally Pride
Educational Ministries Secretary
sally@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Wayne Taylor
Facility Manager

wayne@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Amy Cook
Communications Specialist

amycook@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Caroline Bissette
Mr. Clark Willis
Technical Assistants

1100 Red Banks Road   |   Greenville, NC 27858   |   252.756.1245   |   oakmontchurch.com
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

All People of Oakmont Baptist Church Are Ministers
and serve alongside

Mr. Noah Fairbrother 
Mr. Jimmy Weaver
Mr. Drew Varnell

Sextons 

Worship & Music  
Leadership

Mrs. Karen Meetze 
Interim Director  

of Music and Worship
karencmeetze@gmail.com

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam
Pianist

 Mr. Jim Gilliam
Music Assistant

 Mr. Philip Jackson
Worship Leader

THANK YOU  
for practicing social  

distancing when  
at our church.

Rev. Jack Glasgow
Interim Pastor

jack@oakmontchurch.com
jack.glasgow@myzbc.org

Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
Director of Missions

jimmie@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Ben Gurganus
Minister of Education,  

Children and Youth
ben@oakmontchurch.com

Ms. Lauri Johnson
Pastoral/Music Ministry Secretary

lauri@oakmontchurch.com
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