
It’s not an uncommon thing. I’ve witnessed it once 
over the years and have heard of it happening in 

other places. Someone stands before the church, in-
vites the congregation to pray the Lord’s Prayer, but 
starts reciting the 23rd Psalm instead!

It’s an easy thing to do! Surely the two most fre-
quently memorized extended passages of Scripture 
are Psalm 23 and the Lord’s Prayer.  

But whenever someone says one in worship while 
meaning to say the other, I think something deeper is 
going on; working through the history of Israel and 
the Church, the Holy Spirit has bound them together 
in our hearts. I’m preaching on the 23rd Psalm this 
Sunday, but the Lord’s Prayer will not be far from my 
mind. We need to hold them together because each 
highlights a vital aspect of our life with God, com-
plementing each other in their different emphases. 
The 23rd Psalm celebrates God’s personal presence 
with each of us as individuals and the Lord’s Prayer 
anchors us in the community of faith.

16 times the words “I,” “me,” or “my” are used 
in Psalm 23. “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 

want.” The 23rd Psalm celebrates 
our personal relationship with God. 

8 times the words “our”, “us,” 
or “we” are used in the Lord’s Prayer; the words “I,” 
“me,” or “my” are not mentioned. Life with God is 
never in isolation from others. We follow Jesus to-
gether, which is why we pray “give us this day our 
daily bread.” 

The Lord is my Shepherd and God is our Father. 
Both are true. We hold together the 23rd Psalm and 
the Lord’s Prayer and we pray them both side by 
side. We interchange the pronouns, praying to both 
“our” Father and “my Father,” referring to the Lord 
as “my” shepherd and “our” shepherd. 

And in the connection between the two, we draw 
closer to God and to each other and to this world 
God calls us to love.

Grace and peace,

Eric Porterfield

IN-PERSON WORSHIP this Sunday at 10:45 a.m.
LIVE-STREAM WORSHIP at 10:45 a.m. 
WATCH US ON CABLE CHANNEL 7 at 12:15 p.m.

Join us!
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News from Oakmont Baptist Church

A Word from Our Pastor

Join us for 
live-stream here!



Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament in 
Foreshadowing and Prophecy
Co-ed Small Group 
Teacher:  Sharron Edwards
Location:  Room 504

Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Co-ed Small Group
Teacher:  Cal Hayslip
Location:  Room 606

Nurturing Faith Bible Study   
(Tony Cartledge)
Co-ed Small Group for adults in 40s–50s who may  
have children in middle and/or high school
Teacher:  Mac Williamson
Location:  Room 307

Keep Hope Alive - 1st Peter  
(Next Sunday/Smyth and Helwys)  
Young Adults
Co-ed small group for young adults, 30s–40s, who may  
have children
Teacher:  Lauren McGee
Location:  Room 502

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Potter’s Clay 
Co-ed ongoing class for middle/older adults
Co-teachers:  Tim Britton, Ed Congleton, Bill Gaston
Location:  Room 300

New College Sunday School Class   
A class for college-age coeds
Teacher:  Michele Mazey 
Location: Room 506

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Disciples
Co-ed ongoing class for older adults
Co-teachers: Fred Daniel, Bill Little, Dot Seay,  
Wayne Taylor
Location:  Fellowship Hall

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Messengers
Co-ed ongoing class for senior adults
Teacher: Carol Foor
Location: Room 307

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Pathfinders
Co-ed ongoing class for senior adults
Co-teachers:  Tom Durham, Gerry Jolly
Location:  Room 609

*Formations Adult Bible Study   
(Smyth and Helwys)
Koinonia
An ongoing class for women who are single, divorced,  
widowed, or women who do not attend a class with  
their husbands.
During the summer, this small group chooses a con-
temporary book on a relevant subject, often written 
by a female author, to study together.
Teacher:  Bridgette Williamson
Location:  Room 610 (and off-campus on occasion)

Book Studies
Readers Group
Co-ed ongoing class for people who like to read  
and study books.
(Seeing With Jesus by Jack Glasgow)
Teacher:  Vickie Coleman
Location: Room 311

Small Group Connections
at Oakmont
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Receipts (This Week)............................$22,370.00   
($2,320 Online, $20,050 Mail) 

Receipts (Month-to-Date) ................... $40,588.62
Receipts 2023 (Year-to-Date) ............ $187,453.95
Receipts 2022  (Year-to-Date) ........... $209,344.44

Communion Offering (This Week) ............. $350
Communion Offering (Mo.-to-Date) ........ $1,345

Building Fund (This Week) ............................... $0
Building Fund (Month-to-Date) ................... $100
Building Fund  (Year-to-Date) .................. $753.50

Ingathering/Memorial (This Week) .............. $120
Ingathering/Memorial (Year-to-Date) ........ $645

Our Record of Our

FAITHFULNESS
March 12 , 2023

Sunday
FINANCIAL

Sunday, March 19
9:40 a.m.

Bible Study/Sunday School

10:45 a.m.
In-Person & Live-Stream Worship

12:15 p.m.
Worship on Cable Channel 7

Because of spring break, the youth  
group will not meet this evening.

Monday, March 20
3:20 p.m.

Backyard Buddies 

6:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, March 21
10:00 a.m

Knitting Group   
(Room 307) 

1:00 p.m.
Homebound Food  

Preparation & Delivery 

3:00 p.m.
Clothes Closet 

3:20 p.m.
Backyard Buddies 

Wednesday, March 22
11:00 a.m

Bible Study on Romans 
(Room 300)

6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Activities

for All Ages

This Week’s  
Events

Roger and Mary Jo Bullock and their family  
in the death of their son, Neil Bullock.   

A memorial service will take place Sunday, 
March 19 at 2:00 p.m. at Oakmont.

The family of Bill Gay who died this week.   
A memorial service will be held  

on Sunday, March 19 at 2:00 p.m. at  
First Methodist Church in Morehead City.

Kirk Copeland and his family  
in the death of his father, Sidney.  

Christian SympathyChristian Sympathy
The Oakmont Church family extends 
our sincere Christian sympathy to. . .
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Ushers are needed for Sunday morning wor-
ship, special services and events at Oakmont.  
Please contact Ed Congleton (7003gasman@
gmail.com or 252.341.9888) if you would like 
to be included in this ministry.  By having sev-
eral volunteers, you may only have to be avail-
able once a month.  Thank you!

Ushers Needed  
at Oakmont

Many volunteers have been instrumental in 
allowing Oakmont Medical Clinic to provide 
medical care to the underserved over the 
past 10 years. During the past several years, 
it has been increasingly difficult to maintain a 
sufficient number of medical staff to provide 
ongoing care.  Therefore, we have made the 
difficult decision to close the clinic on March 
28.  We have learned a great deal about what 
is needed to keep a clinic sustainable, and 
at this time, we are not able to meet those 
requirements.  The wonderful clinic space 
and the supplies will be kept at this time.  
Perhaps in the future, there will be a way 
to utilize the space and the knowledge we 
have acquired.  We would like to thank all 
who have volunteered and the support our 
church has provided for this mission.

Oakmont Medical 
Clinic Closure

Current COVID Guidelines  
for In-Person Worship  

(Effective Sunday, August 14)

Masks are now  
optional for  

in-person worship

Masks will continue to be optional for in-person 
worship. However, COVID continues to be a ma-
jor health risk in our community. The CDC con-
tinues to recommend COVID vaccination, mask-
ing indoors, and social distancing as measures to 
prevent COVID infection. In response to requests 
from members of the congregation who prefer to 
socially distance in the sanctuary, a small section of 
the downstairs seating and all balcony seating will 
be marked and roped off to provide for social dis-
tancing.  

As you make your financial  
contributions, PLEASE put your 

full name on the envelope.   
This is especially helpful when  

it is a child. Thank you!
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DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH, WE WILL BE 
TEACHING OUR CHILDREN ALL OF THE DIFFER-
ENT WAYS THAT THEY CAN LOVE LIKE JESUS! 
WE WANT OUR CHILDREN TO KNOW THAT 
THEY CAN LOVE LIKE JESUS BY SERVING OTH-
ERS, SHOWING KINDNESS, AND HELPING AND 
LOVING EVERYONE.  THROUGH THE STORIES OF 
THE BIBLE THAT WE WILL READ EACH WEEK, OUR 
CHILDREN WILL LEARN ALL ABOUT JESUS’ LOVE 
AND HOW THEY TOO CAN SHARE THAT LOVE 
WITH EVERYONE AROUND THEM!  

This week’s Bible story comes to us from John 6:1-13.  In this story, we read about one of the greatest 
miracles that Jesus ever did.  One day, as Jesus was traveling from town to town, a great crowd of people 
began to gather around Him.  When Jesus saw the crowd forming, He asked one of His disciples if they had 
anything to feed to the people.  All that the disciples could find was five small loaves of bread and two small 
fish, definitely not enough food to feed thousands of people!  However, Jesus took the bread and the fish and 
was able to feed the thousands of people that were gathering around Him.  There were even leftovers after 
everyone had eaten!  Can you believe that?! Jesus was able to feed all of those people with just a little bit of 
bread and fish.  Jesus helped the people and shared what little food He had with them, because He wanted 

Children’s Connection

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
March Bible Study Lessons 

(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday) 

MARCH THEME:  Confetti Toss   
Children love trying to do things like grown-ups.  They like to press buttons on computers and jump high 
to throw the basketball or stir the food to make something yummy to eat.  Being able to say they can do 
things like Mommy or Daddy is a big deal!  This month, we are teaching our children something else they 
can do that’s a really big deal.  They can love like Jesus!  We want our children to know that they can love 
like Jesus—and when they love like Jesus, it’s like tossing confetti everywhere! Serving others, showing 
kindness, helping, and loving everyone- these are things that even our youngest children can do.   And when 
they do, they love like Jesus!

March Memory Verse & Bottom Line
“A friend loves at all times.” 

–Proverbs 17:17, NIrV 
Who can love like Jesus? I can love like Jesus. 

Continued on next page. . .

“Jesus Helps”  Children’s Video: Click HERE.
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Continued from previous page.

the people to eat and know that they were cared for.  That’s what sharing is all about, isn’t it?  Caring for 
other people with some of your things.  

This week, think about some of the ways that you can care for others.  What are some of the things that 
you can share, to let others know just how much you care about them and love them?  Remember that shar-
ing comes from a place of love, and we can always try our best to care and love for people just like Jesus did!  

MARCH THEME
Work in Progress:  

Redo. Rewrite. Restore.

No matter how much we mess up, God will 
always forgive us.  Jesus even chose to forgive 
those who were crucifying Him.  Because God 
forgives us, we should work hard to forgive 
others. We can decide that someone who has 
wronged us doesn’t have to pay.  With God’s 
help, we can free ourselves from the weight of 
anger and bitterness, while giving the other per-
son an opportunity to rewrite the story.  This 
month, we will learn that forgiveness is a reflec-
tion of the character of God.

 

Key Questions  
& Bottom Line This Month

March 5
What does it feel like to be forgiven?  

Everyone needs forgiveness. 

March 12
When has someone forgiven you?  

When you forgive others, it can change them.

March 19
What keeps you from forgiving?  

Forgive others because God forgives you.

March 26
When is it hard to ask for forgiveness?  

God will always forgive you.

First – Sixth Grade
1st–6th Grade March Bible Study Lessons 
(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday)

March Memory Verse
“Put up with one another.  Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone.  

Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” 
–– Colossians 3:13, NIRV 

Resources and ideas are from Orange Curriculum.

–Ben Gurganus,   
Associate Pastor for Youth & Christian Education
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YOUTH CALENDARYOUTH CALENDAR
THIS SUNDAY EVENING, MARCH 19, the youth will NOT meet because 
students will be on spring break. 

ON FRIDAY–SUNDAY, MARCH 24–26, the youth will be participating in the 
Disciple Now!  After worship ends on Sunday morning, students will go home 
and hopefully rest (haha!).  The youth group will NOT meet this evening.  Click 
here to sign up.  If any parents have any questions about Disciple Now weekend, 
they can feel free to contact Ben Gurganus. 

ON SUNDAY, APRIL 2, the youth will meet at Zaxby's for dinner at around 
5:30 p.m. before Bible Study.  We will meet at Zaxby’s around 5:00 p.m., eat, and 
then head to Oakmont (not Branches,) for youth.  Students will need to bring 
their own money if they plan on eating at Zaxby’s.  Students who are not eating 
at Zaxby’s beforehand can get to Oakmont at 6:15/6:30 p.m. for youth group.

SUNDAY, APRIL 9 is Easter Sunday.   The youth group is taking a sabbath, so 
there will be NO youth group activities this evening.  Happy Easter!

MARCH 19

MARCH  
24–26

APRIL 2

APRIL 9

MULTI-MEDIA

Our 10:45 a.m. worship service is recorded each  
week and shown on Cable 7 at 12:15 p.m.

Live streaming of our service and service archives  
are available in the Media section of our website.

STAYING IN THE KNOW with all that’s going on with our youth is easy!  
Just sign up for our email and texting lists, 

AND GET INVOLVED NOW!

Want to get on youth email list? 

Send an email to: ben@oakmontchurch.com

Want to receive YOUTH  updates by Text?  

Text: OAKMONTYOUTH to 94090(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)

Want to receive CROSSOVER (6th grade ministry) updates by text?
Text: CROSSOVER to 94090(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)
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Join Us for Our Second Annual  
Oakmont Superball Golf Tournament!

Join us on Friday, May 12, at 1:00 p.m. at Ayden Golf and Coun-
try Club for Oakmont’s second annual golf tournament and 
fellowship event.  The cost to play is $30 per player.  This cost 
includes green fees, a cart, and range balls.  Teams will consist of 
4 players and the tournament will be “Superball” format. 

If you are unfamiliar with “Superball” rules, they are as fol-
lows: “The players or designated team captain decide after each 
shot which one the best shot is. Each player on the team plays 

their next shot from that spot; within one club length no closer to the hole. The group then plays this way 
until the ball is holed out. The group takes a score at the end of each hole based on the single best shots 
from each position on that hole.”

We want this tournament to be focused on fun and fellowship. Our main goal is to grow in community 
together and share God’s love with all who participate.

If you have a four-man team that you want to play with, that’s great! You are more than welcome to sign 
up as a team. However, you are NOT required to have team members to sign up. If you just want to come 
and play and maybe get to know your Oakmont family members a little better, then sign up as a single and 
you will be put with a team during the day of play.

So, no matter your skill-level, or connection to Oakmont, we would love to have you come and join us 
for this fun-packed day!

If you are planning on playing in the Oakmont Superball tournament, please register 
as soon as you can. All registrations need to be submitted by May 5. You may register online by click-
ing HERE or you can sign-up on the sheet located on the bulletin board outside of Ben’s office. (If 
you are registering with a team, all team members still need to register.)

FEED OUR YOUTH  
on Sunday evenings!  Click here.
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Let the church office know if  you’re going so carpools can be arranged if needed!

REV. JAYNE DAVIS
Associate Pastor Discipleship,  
First Baptist, Wilmington

Before joining the FBC Wilmington 
staff in 2001, Jayne was the executive 

director for the New Hanover County Partnership for 
Children (Smart Start), Good Shepherd House admin-
istrative director and Coalition for the Homeless (NYC) 
assistant director.
Jayne will be speaking in General Session 2 on Friday, 
March 24, from 2:45 to 4:00 p.m.

REV. PAUL BAXLEY
CBF Global Executive Coordinator

The Rev. Dr. Paul Baxley was unani-
mously elected as the fourth executive 
coordinator of the Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship in January 2019. He frequently preaches and 
teaches across the 30-year-old Fellowship as he leads 
this diverse community that includes nearly 1,400 con-
gregations, thousands of individuals, 19 state and re-
gional organizations, 800-plus chaplains and pastoral 
counselors, dozens of theological education and min-
istry partners, and 60-plus field personnel serving in 20 
countries. 
Paul will be speaking in General Session 1 on Thursday, 
March 23, from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 23
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  |  LEADERSHIP FORUM:
Which Jesus Do We Follow?
(There is a separate registration for this part of Annual Gathering  
and $30 registration includes a boxed lunch. )

 3:00 p.m. | REGISTRATION OPENS

 3:30–4:45 p.m. | GENERAL SESSION 1*  

 5:00–6:30 p.m. | AFFINITY GROUP FELLOWSHIP 
(Groups are encouraged to dine together around Winston-Salem 
at the conclusion of this session.)

SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, MARCH 24
 8:30 a.m. | REGISTRATION & EXHIBIT HALL OPEN

 8:30–9:30 a.m. | COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

 9:30–10:00 a.m. | MORNING GATHERING* 

 10:15–11:30 a.m. | WORKSHOP SESSION 1

 11:45 a.m.–1:00 p.m. | LUNCH

 1:15–2:30 p.m. | WORKSHOP SESSION 2

 2:45–4:00 p.m. | ANNUAL BUSINESS  
       MEETING*& GENERAL SESSION 2*

Ardmore Baptist Church 
Winston-Salem

Get more details and register by March 15 at cbfnc.org/AnnualGathering.
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Clothes Closet Ministry Update 
Our Clothes Closet is now accepting spring and summer clothes for all ages.  

Robin Congleton is the new leader for the Clothes Closet ministry. Please contact  
Robin at rebecca.congleton55@gmail.com if you have questions or want to volunteer. 

Mission
Corner

The Village Bible Study and Child Care 
needs a couple of volunteers to play with children while the mothers have Bible study  

once or twice a month.  We meet outside when the weather is warm.  Face masks are optional.  
Please contact Kahla Hall if you can help as your schedule allows.

NEXT WEEK: Backyard Buddies will meet Monday and Tuesday.

Oakmont is packing 15 food bags each week for students in need of food on the weekends as part 
of our partnership with C.M. Eppes Middle School’s BackPack Pals food bag ministry.  We need 
your help in bringing these food items during the school year.  Donated items are collected in the 
drop zone on the side hall of the multi-purpose room: 

Thank you in advance for helping us meet the food needs of these students!

• Chef Boyardee or other pasta cans  
(full-sized cans)

• Chicken or tuna cans or salad packs
• Vienna sausages
• Beanie Weenies
• Soup
• Applesauce cups
• Fruit cups
• Individual boxes of raisins

• Individual boxes of cereal
• Breakfast bars
• Granola bars
• Pop Tarts
• Cheese or peanut butter cracker packs
• Animal crackers
• Pudding cups
• Gelatin cups
• Juice or Kool Aid boxes

BackPack Pals Ministry

Tutoring will be held on Monday  
and Tuesday at 3:20 p.m.   

Please continue to pray for  
our work with these children.

BuddiesBuddies

BackyardBackyard

Backyard Buddies 
Tutoring
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The Worship of God
at Oakmont

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME                 Philip Jackson    

HYMN                “What a Wonderful Savior”

PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

MORNING PRAYER           Rev. Eric Porterfield

HYMN                       “Redeemed”

HONDURAS MISSION REPORT           Ron Mills

OFFERTORY SENTENCES          Jimmie Hughes

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE OF GOD’S PEOPLE

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP TIME         Rev. Ben Gurganus

ANTHEM             “Yet Not I, But Christ in Me” 
Chancel Choir  

SCRIPTURE READING                      Psalm 23
Revelation Players 

SERMON                 “God’s Overwhelming Goodness”              Rev. Porterfield

HYMN             “Jesus Paid it All”

SENDING FORTH GOD’S PEOPLE

LIFE AT OAKMONT     Rev. Gurganus

BENEDICTION   Rev. Porterfield
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Mrs. Sally Pride
Educational Ministries Secretary
sally@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Wayne Taylor
Facility Manager

wayne@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Amy Cook
Communications Specialist

amycook@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Caroline Bissette
Mr. Clark Willis
Technical Assistants

1100 Red Banks Road   |   Greenville, NC 27858   |   252.756.1245   |   oakmontchurch.com
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

All People of Oakmont Baptist Church Are Ministers
and serve alongside

Mr. Jack Morse 
Mr. Jimmy Weaver

Mr. Phillip Williamson
Mr. Drew Varnell

Sextons 

Worship & Music  
Leadership

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam
Pianist

 Mr. Jim Gilliam
Music Assistant

 Mr. Philip Jackson
Worship Leader

Rev. Eric Porterfield
Senior Pastor

eric@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
Director of Missions

jimmie@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Ben Gurganus
Associate Pastor for Youth  

& Christian Education
ben@oakmontchurch.com

Ms. Lauri Johnson
Pastoral/Music Ministry Secretary

lauri@oakmontchurch.com
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