February 21, 2021

News from Oakmont Baptist Church

JOIN US!

In-person worship this Sunday at 9:40 a.m.
Live stream worship at 9:40 a.m.
Watch us on Cable Channel 7 at 11:15 a.m.

OBC E-Connections

I

From Your

Pastor

hope you plan to participate in the upcoming Congregational Conversation on sexuality scheduled
for this Sunday, February 21 at 4 pm. You will be
able to hear the presentation and questions either by
attending in-person or by way of Zoom. A link for
the Zoom call has already been sent out this week to
your email address.
continue to live into and follow the June 2017 stateAs we have previously shared, the Diaconate has ment, or for Oakmont to become a fully inclusive and
asked our Deacon Chair, Dr. Cal Hayslip, and me to affirming congregation. Again, your response is not a
make this presentation to you. Our purpose is two- final vote and is designed only to provide the Diaconfold: to share information that will help you discern ate with a snapshot of where we are at this time in
and pray about whether Oakmont should be a wel- our church’s life together. You will be asked to return
coming, inclusive, and affirming congregation to the that questionnaire to the church office no later than
LGBTQ+ community; and allow you the opportuni- Sunday, March 7 after the conclusion of our mornty to ask clarifying questions after you hear the in- ing worship. Those results will be tabulated then and
formation. We have mailed out four documents last shared with our Diaconate and with you as well.
week for you to review prior to Sunday’s gathering
I hope you have been praying and will continue
— a Bible study I led on sexuality, unity, and grace to pray as we meet together on Sunday afternoon.
on April 9, 2017; the human sexuality document our As F.E. Marsh, the 19th century British pastor and
church approved on June 4, 2017; a continuum where writer, has written, “God’s will: nothing less, nothing
you can self-rate your perspective on LGBTQ+ in- more, nothing else.” That statement is a tall order to
clusion and affirmation in the church; and a timeline achieve and will not happen unless we are committhat covers our journey from the past five+ years.
ted to the hard work of praying, reflecting, and disLater next week, we will mail you a non-bind- cerning God’s heart for our church. Have you…will
ing questionnaire that invites the entire con- you... do the hard work of prayer and discernment?
gregation to provide a “temperature check” on
where we are regarding LGBTQ+ inclusion and
Your Pastor,
affirmation at Oakmont. You will be asked to seGreg Rogers
lect one of two choices: for our church family to

Congregational Conversation on Sexuality
Sunday, February 21 | 4:00 p.m.
Participate either by in-person in the Oakmont sanctuary
or a Zoom call from your home
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As a part
of Oakmont’s
Church-School
Partnership program,
the church provided
lunch for the staff of
C.M. Eppes Middle School
for Valentine’s Day.

MINISTER ON CALL
February 20–21...................................Greg Rogers
756-9992
February 27–28................................. Amy Andrews
916-9937
March 6–7 .................................. Michael McKnight
321-0285

MULTI-MEDIA
Our 9:40 a.m. worship service is recorded each
week and shown on Cable 7 at 11:15 a.m.
Live streaming of our service and service archives
are available in the Media section of our website.

Local Vaccination Information and Help
1. The Greenville Convention Center opened Monday, January 25 as a mega-site where vaccinations will
be given to our community. Here’s the link where individuals can sign up online:
https://www.vidanthealth.com/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/
2. Although Vidant Health claims the online appointment scheduler is the fastest and most convenient
way to view and schedule an appointment, some Oakmonters have called (252) 847-8000 to make
an appointment. This is especially helpful if internet access is not available.
Hours to call: 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m., Monday–Sunday.
3. If you need help navigating the sign-up process or some other aspect of getting your vaccination,
please call the church office (756-1245). We have individuals who have offered to be of assistance!
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Oakmont’s Children

THIS WEEK, THE “I AM” STATEMENT PASTOR GREG WILL BE TALKING ABOUT IS
“I AM THE GATE (DOOR) OF THE SHEEP. One purpose of a gate/door is to keep things in that
need to stay inside and to keep things out that need to stay outside. Our door keeps our dog from running
outside. Jesus tells a story in John 10 about sheep and a gate. Sheep know and are familiar with the shepherd
that cares for them. A shepherd helps to lead sheep into the safety of a pen by bringing them in through the
gate. When Jesus told this story a lot of people didn’t understand what He was talking about. One way to
think about the story is to imagine that we are like the sheep in the story and Jesus is the shepherd. Jesus
loves us and wants what is best for us and He always watches over us and cares for us. He will always provide everything we need. In a similar way parents and other adults who care about us help to make sure that
we are safe and are making smart choices. When my kids were younger and starting to learn to walk we
had baby gates up to keep them safe. As they got older and learned how to walk and go up and down stairs
safely we did not need baby gates anymore. We can thank God for watching out for us and helping us not
be led astray by other people. –Joshua Breazeale, Minister of Education and Children

FEBRUARY THEMES

Resources and ideas are from Sermons4kids.

“I Am the Gate” children's video: Click HERE.

Activities
“The Shepherd”
Dot-to-Dot
(Click HERE)

Maze
(Click HERE)

Coloring Page
(Click HERE)

Crossword Puzzle
(Click HERE)

Preschool/Kindergarten
February Theme:

The Big Sandbox
God made us for love - the greatest love.
He made that clear when He sent His Son,
Jesus, to show us how to give and receive His
love.We all were made for His love.
Who loves you? Jesus loves me!
February Memory Verse
“A friend loves at all times.”
–Proverbs 17:17
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February Theme Song: Click HERE.

First – Sixth Grade
Super Fan - Cheer each other on!
This month we will be talking about kindness
which is showing others they are valuable
by how you treat them.

February Memory Verse
“You are God’s chosen people. You are holy
and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy
and kindness as if they were your clothes.
Don’t be proud. Be gentle and patient.”
–Colossians 3:12

Key Questions this month
What does kindness look like?
When is it hard to be kind?
Have you ever received unexpected kindness?
How can you be kind to people
who are different from you?

February Theme Song: Click HERE.

Virtual Spiritual
Formation Classes
January–March 2021
EXPERIENCING GOD IN THE ORDINARY AND EVERY DAY
Women’s study led by Sharron Edwards

This study will be drawn from An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor as well as other books on spiritual disciplines. Our focus will be on practices that draw our attention to God in all the moments of our
days—in our home, our work, our leisure, and our time inside and outside the four walls of the church.
By opening our eyes to God in the ordinary and everyday moments of life, we hope to deepen our relationship with him and become people who are being transformed into the likeness of Jesus. This class meets
at 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings: January 27, February 10, February 24, March 10, and March 24.

DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY

Co-ed group led by Carole Swan
This group will meet via zoom on Wednesday nights from 6:30–7:10 beginning on Wednesday, January 13
and will meet through the month of April. This winter/spring the group will be studying 2 Corinthians.

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS AS MINISTRY/SERVANT-LEADERS
Co-ed group led by Greg Rogers

This cohort of healthcare professionals will meet five times by Zoom for one hour each on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00. A small group discussion from the book Monk Habits for Everyday People: Benedictine
Spirituality for Protestants by Dennis Okholm will guide the group's learnings. This group will meet on January 20,
February 3, February 24, March 10 and March 24.

NAVIGATING HARD CONVERSATIONS WITH KIDS
Co-ed group led by Amy Andrews and Joshua Breazeale

This winter/spring, we will be covering two topics: Social Media & Electronic Devices and
Stress/Mental Health/Anxiety. The pandemic has led to children being on electronic devices
more than ever before as well as unprecedented levels of stress and anxiety for parents and
kids. We hope you will join us for these conversations as we navigate these challenging times.
This group will meet at 8:00 p.m. each week on January 13, January 27, February 10, February 24,
March 10 and March 24.

WOMEN’S GROUP

Led by April Anderson, Heather Morse and Leslie Rogers
This study will use the book The Songs of Jesus by Tim and Kathy Keller. Understanding the Psalms will
bring a new level of intimacy with God—unlocking our purpose within God’s kingdom. There will be group
discussion on daily devotions from the Psalms. This group will meet at 6:15 p.m. each week on January 20,
February 3, February 18 (Thursday), March 3 and March 17.
To sign up for one of these classes, email Sally Pride at sally@oakmontchurch.com.
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Care Bags
for Nursing Home Residents

Lenten
Devotional

A Mission Project with South Roanoke Baptist Association WMU

Filled bags are due in the Oakmont Church office
by 12:00 noon on Monday, March 15.
INSTRUCTIONS

Fix a CHEERFUL CARD to brighten the day and
put it in a GALLON size Ziploc bag along with:
(1) one bath size bar of soap,
(2) one small bottle of hand or body lotion,
(3) one 10-15 ounce plastic bottle of shampoo.

In a QUART Ziploc bag put:
(1) one pack of peanut butter or cheese crackers,
(2) one snack-size package of cookies, and
(3) one small package of SOFT peppermint balls.
PUT THE FILLED QUART BAG INSIDE THE
GALLON BAG. Bring the bag to the Oakmont Church
office by 12:00 noon on Monday, March 15. Thank
you for helping brighten the day of local nursing home
residents!

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL to use during
the season, we have a wonderful offering
from A Sanctified Art. This devotional was
part of the Lent-at-Home boxes that were
offered to families for the Lent season
and is a great resource for your personal
contemplative time. We have copies available that you can pick up at Oakmont, or
you can view it digitally HERE.

THE OAKMONT CLOTHES CLOSET is not currently able
to accept clothing donations until further notice. Thank you.
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STAYING IN THE KNOW with all that’s going on with
our youth is easy!
Just sign up for our email and texting lists and get
involved now!

ent is the season in the
Christian year that begins with
Ash Wednesday and ends with Easter.
It includes 40 days (not counting Sundays). Lent is full of symbols including the ashes that are a part of
Ash Wednesday services. Ashes remind us that God formed us out of ashes, and one day we will return
to ashes. The 40 days of Lent are a reminder of the period of fasting Jesus experienced in the desert
before beginning His ministry. Some people choose to give up something or fast from something during
the season of lent. When thinking about what you have given up or are fasting from, it can be a reminder
of our dependence on God and to thank God for being the one that fills us up. Some people choose to
take on something new, like adding a spiritual discipline to practice during the season of Lent. The season
of Lent is a time of preparation and remembrance. What would it take for you to be closer to God at
the end of the season of Lent?
We want to provide different opportunities to encourage each other and stay connected during the
season of Lent. Click HERE to visit our YouTube channel that includes videos like “What is Lent?” and
“What is Ash Wednesday?” There is also a video called “Journey Through the Labyrinth Lent Meditation.”
Starting on February 24, each Wednesday during Lent at 7:00 p.m. we will be offering a 15- to 20-minute
zoom check in to help us stay connected. We will have an opportunity to share what we are learning
about ourselves and God during Lent. Our prayer is that during this season of Lent that we truly grow
closer to God as we prepare for Holy Week and Easter morning.
Click HERE to connect with us! The meeting ID is 839 0311 1049, and the passcode: 877038
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Our Record of

FINANCIAL

Parent Spring
Zoom Class
Wednesdays
8:00 p.m.
This group will convene
every other week, meeting
again this Wednesday, February 24.

Sunday
for Parents
of Kids
of All Ages

Led by Amy Andrews and
Joshua Breazeale
We will continue diving into the difficult
roads parents must navigate with kids of all
ages. Don't worry if you didn't catch our
class last semester. We are talking about
completely different topics ,and you can
join in anytime!
January 13 was our kickoff discussion
focused on stress, mental health, and coping
strategies for kids and teens.
Interested in joining us? Contact
Amy or Joshua, or email sally@oakmontchurch.com to be added to our class
email list.

Sunday, February 21
9:40 a.m.
In-Person & Live-Stream
		 Worship
11:15 a.m.
Worship on Cable Channel 7
4:00 p.m.

Conversation on Sexuality

Monday, February 22
2:15 p.m. Backyard Buddies Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Backyard Buddies Tutoring
6:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday, February 23
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2:15 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

Backyard Buddies Tutoring
Backyard Buddies Tutoring

February 14, 2021

FAITHFULNESS

2021 MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,498,062
BUDGET REQUIRED WEEKLY: $28,809
Receipts (This Week) ................................. $26,965
($6,535 Online, $20,430 Mail)

Receipts (Month-to-Date) ........................... $53,388.13
Receipts 2021(Year-to-Date) .................... $142,973.70
Receipts 2020 (Year-to-Date) .................... $163,793.68
Communion Offering (This Week) .................... $220
Communion Offering (Month-to-Date) .......... $950
Building Fund (ThisWeek) ....................................... $200
Building Fund (Month-to-Date) ............................ $525
Building Fund (Year-to-Date) ............................... $750
Baptist Retirement Homes (This Week) ......... $250
Baptist Retirement Homes (Year-to-Date) ......... $465

This Week’s Events
Wednesday, February 24
6:30 p.m.

Drop-In Bible Study

7:00 p.m.

Lent Zoom Check-In 		

7:00 p.m.
Healthcare Professionals as 			
		Ministry/Servant-Leaders
8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
		

Navigating Hard Conversations with Kids
Experiencing God in the
Ordinary and Every Day

FACEBOOK PREMIERE: On this first Sunday in Lent, we’re replaying a video
shown this past week on Ash Wednesday. Karen Meetze sings the spiritual, “I Want
Jesus to Walk with Me.” As we journey through Lent, if you need Jesus to be there
in your trials, your sorrows or in your troubles, rest assured—He will be with you
each and every step of your way. Join Karen and the Oakmont family as we prepare
for worship on Sunday at 9:36 a.m.

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
VIDEO				

“The Journey of Lent”

WELCOME AND GREETING

“Holy Water”
“Who You Are To Me”

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
VIDEO				

“We Are Not Alone”
Highest Praise; Grant Hayes, soloist

A LENTEN FOCUS		

“Again & Again, God Meets Us”		

VIDEO				

Jason & Blair Vick

“I AM the Gate”

SERMON SERIES: BIBLICAL “I AM” SAYINGS—JESUS IN HIS OWN WORDS

Dr. Greg Rogers

“Walking Through the Three Doors”
John 10:1-10; Revelation 3:20

RESPONDING WITH GRATITUDE & COMMITMENT
INVITATION TO 		
RESPOND & GIVE

		

“What A Beautiful Name”

SENDING FORTH IN SERVICE & MINISTRY
LIFE AT OAKMONT 		
BENEDICTION

Rev. Amy Andrews
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All People of Oakmont Baptist Church Are Ministers
and serve alongside

Dr. Greg Rogers
Pastor
greg@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Ben Gurganus
Youth Ministry Intern
ben@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Jimmy Weaver
Mr. Drew Varnell
Sextons

Rev. Michael McKnight
Minister of Music
michael@oakmontchurch.com

Ms. Lauri Johnson
Pastoral/Music Ministry Secretary
lauri@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam
Pianist

Rev. Amy Andrews
Minister of Youth & College
amy@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Sally Pride
Educational Ministries Secretary
sally@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Joshua Breazeale
Minister of Education & Children
joshua@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Wayne Taylor
Facility Manager
wayne@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
Director of Missions
jimmie@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Amy Cook
Communications Specialist
amycookdesign@mac.com

Mrs. Karen Meetze
Organist
Mrs. Caroline Bissette
Mr. Kevin Davis
Technical Assistants
Mr. Jim Gilliam
Music Assistant

1100 Red Banks Road | Greenville, NC 27858 | 252.756.1245 | oakmontchurch.com
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THANK YOU
for practicing social
distancing and for wearing
the required mask when
at our church.

