November 28, 2021

News
News from
from Oakmont
Oakmont Baptist
Baptist Church
Church

Minor

PROPHETS.

JOIN US!

IN-PERSON WORSHIP this Sunday at 9:40 a.m.
LIVE-STREAM WORSHIP at 9:40 a.m.
WATCH US ON CABLE CHANNEL 7 at 11:15 a.m.

A Sermon Series on the Minor Prophets

Join Our 9:40 a.m. Worship Gathering
Each Sunday In-Person
or by Live Streaming
Services will be broadcast
on Cable Channel 7
at 11:15 a.m. each Sunday
November 28: First Sunday in Advent
The Lighting of the Candle of Hope

Sermon: When God Sees a Different Future Than We Do
Text: Joel 1:2-4,13-15; 2:11-17, 27-29

December 5: Second Sunday in Advent
The Lighting of the Candle of Peace

Sermon: When God Makes All Things Right
Text: Obadiah 1

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

December 12:
Third Sunday in Advent

December 23:
Christmas Eve One Day Early

Oakmont Music Ministry and
Revelation Players will lead in worship

A Service of Lessons and Carols
6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

December 19:
Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 26:
The First Sunday of Christmas

The Lighting of the Candle of Joy

The Lighting of the Candle of Love
Sermon:
When God Tells the Nations to Knock It Off
Text: Micah 4:1-5; 5:1-4; Zechariah 9:9-10
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The Lighting of the Christ Candle

Sermon:
When God Plans the Final Party
Text: Zephaniah 3:8, 14-20

Advent
Poinsettias
Once again we will decorate our sanctuary
with poinsettias for the Advent season
and provide a way for you
to honor a loved one.

Advent Giving Stories
Beginning with Giving Tuesday on November 30, look for special Oakmont stories that will highlight ways we are impacting
our church and community with the good news of Jesus. Five
stories will appear on Tuesdays and five stories will be included
in our Friday edition of E-Connections throughout Advent. As
you read these stories and celebrate what God is doing in and
through the Oakmont Church family, consider making a special
financial gift to the work and ministry of your church. Thank
you for the varied ways you are helping to make a difference!

Each plant and recognition will cost $10.
Pleaseinclude
include your
your name,
name, phone
Please
phone,
number,
and
person(s)
being honored
number,
and
person
or person
or persons
or remembered.
Return with payment
being
honored or remembered..
Return
with Payment
to theoffice
Church
Office
by 9:30
to the church
by 9:30
a.m.
a.m. on
Monday,
November
29,
2021
on Monday, November 29.

You may pick up your plant(s) following
the Christmas Eve Service.

SENIOR PASTOR TRANSITION UPDATE
Please pray for our Senior Pastor Transition Team members, along with Dr. Bill Wilson, director of
The Center for Healthy Churches, who will facilitate our congregational conversations in September, October, and November.
Anissa Davenport
Cal Hayslip, Deacon Chair
Transitions Team Leader and Deacon Vice-Chair
Pattie Mills, Deacon
Caroline Fairbrother
Bobbie Lou Price
Randy Fussell
Dot Seay, Deacon
Deacon and Personnel Team Leader
Faye Steele, Deacon and Stewardship Team Leader

— Congregational Conversation #3 Recap —

We had a great attendance at our Congregational Conversation #3 and we look forward to reviewing all
of the information that was gathered, pertaining to the future of Oakmont and finding a new pastor.
If you were unable to attend the in person conversation, there is still an opportunity for us to obtain your
input. Several documents were reviewed at the conversation and filled out by each participant. These
documents are available for you to pick up at the church office starting November 22 and they need to be
returned to the church office by December 1 to the attention of the Senior Pastor Transition Team.
Copies can be found on the table right outside the Church Office.
We look forward to receiving your information, opinions and thoughts about the future of Oakmont, so
please stop by the church office. You are an important part in helping our team make Oakmont be the
best that it can be in the future and in helping us to define important traits for our new pastor.
–Senior Pastor Transition Team
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The transition team is working under the guidance of Dr. Bill Wilson,
with the Center for Healthy Churches, to lead the Oakmont Congregation through
a self study which will better enable us to make a decision on a future senior pastor.

Oakmont Senior Pastor Transition
June 6

September 12

Greg Rogers announces plans to
Retire January 21, 2022

First Congregational Conversation
“Our Past”

October 24

Second Congregational Conversation
“Our Present”

November 21

Call Sunday for our
Next Pastor

Third Congregational Conversation
“Our Future”

Celebration Events
for the Rogers
Election of Pastor
Search Committee

August 15

Active Search Begins
For New Pastor

Decision regarding
Transition Pastor

Church-wide Prayer Event

Transition Season
Begins
Creation of
Congregational Profile
and Next Pastor Profile

July 11

Transition Team Orientation
Congregational Information
Session

Orientation of Pastor
Search Committee

June

July
2021

August

September

October

November

Congregational Self Study Process
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December

January

February

TBD
2022
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Let’s Sing!!

Our Advent/Christmas Season is quickly approaching,
and we are calling on you to join in song
as we celebrate the birth of Jesus!
WHAT? Chancel Choir Rehearsals
WHEN? Wednesday, December 1 and Wednesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m.
WHERE? In the Sanctuary
SINGING DATES IN DECEMBER
Sunday, December 12
Worship led by the Chancel Choir and Revelation Players
Chancel Choir wearing robes and stoles
Meet at 9:00 am in the Choir Rehearsal Room (Meet time subject to change)

Thursday, December 23
Christmas Eve Service One Day Early at 6:00 pm
Chancel Choir wearing festive colors
Meet at 5:30 pm in the sanctuary (Meet time subject to change)

The Chancel Choir will wear masks while rehearsing and singing
but will be singing from the Chancel area of the sanctuary.
For further questions about the rehearsals or the services or if you plan to participate,
please email Karen Meetze, who coordinates our Worship/Music Leadership Team,
at karencmeetze@gmail.com.
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New COVID
Guidelines

for In-Person Worship
(Beginning on Sunday, November 14)

Masks and
Social Distancing
Required For All
Our COVID Medical Reopening Team, with the support of our Diaconate, has adjusted our
in-person worship guidelines once again effective this Sunday, November 14. Our new worship
guide- lines include:
• All persons — whether vaccinated or unvaccinated — will be required to wear face masks
for all in-person church activities (worship, Sunday school, small groups, team meetings, etc.).
• We will keep the two outer sections of pews in the sanctuary for persons and families who
prefer social distancing as they worship. We will remove the social distancing requirements
in the two center sections of pews for those persons choosing that option.
• Masks are required when conducting business at the church office. Please wait out in the
hallway and allow our staff to come and serve you there.
• Since children are not yet able to be vaccinated, we ask all workers with our children in any
setting to wear face masks.
• The COVID Medical Reopening Team will review these guidelines moving forward depending
on the circumstances of COVID and its variants in our state and local community.
• We are asking everyone to sign in at one of the Narthex tables before entering the sanctuary
for worship. Until we’re able to start using our Fellowship Pads, this gives us a way to communicate with first-time visitors. If you happen to meet a guest, please encourage them to pick
up a hard copy of our E-Newsletter out in the Narthex.

MULTI-MEDIA
Our 9:40 a.m. worship service is recorded each
week and shown on Cable 7 at 11:15 a.m.
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Live streaming of our service and service archives
are available in the Media section of our website.

Children’s Connection
DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER, WE WILL BE TALKING ABOUT
COMMUNITY. WE WILL BE TALKING ABOUT ALL OF THE THINGS THAT
ARE AROUND US THAT WE CAN BE THANKFUL FOR. GOD HAS GIVEN
US GREAT FAMILY MEMBERS, GREAT FRIENDS, AND WONDERFUL PEOPLE
WHO ARE AROUND US. THIS SENSE OF COMMUNITY REMINDS US HOW
GREAT GOD IS AND THAT THERE IS SO MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR
IN OUR LIVES. WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO KNOW THAT THEY CAN
THANK GOD FOR EVERYTHING. WE WANT THEM TO EXPERIENCE THE CONTENTMENT, JOY, AND
PEACE THAT COMES FROM A THANKFUL HEART.

For this week’s story, we are going to be talking about hospitality, and what it means to thank God for
all of the help that we have in our lives. Our story comes to us from 2 Kings 4:8-17. In this story, we learn
about one of God’s prophets, Elisha, and a family that helped him. Because Elisha was a prophet, he was responsible for going around to different places and doing God’s work for different people in the community.
There was a certain family that was so grateful for everything that God and Elisha had done for them, they
decided they were going to do something special for Elisha. They built an extra room in their house just for
Elisha. Because Elisha was always traveling, he did not always have a place to stay. So by building him a room,
this family was letting Elisha know that they would take care of him.
This family had seen all of the amazing things that God had done through Elisha, and they wanted to show
just how thankful they were. They understood how important it was to always give God thanks, especially
for the amazing people in their life. Doing something special for others lets them know how much they
Continued on next page. . .
“Elisha’s Room” Children's Video: Click HERE.

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
November Bible Study Lessons
(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday)

NOVEMBER THEME: Community Garden
This month’s theme is “Community Garden.” This month we are going to use a community garden to
teach our students that “I can thank God for everything.” Choosing to be thankful is the road to contentment, joy, and peace. And we want our students to have all of that goodness in their lives. Thanking
God is how we acknowledge the One giving us all the good in our lives. We know that we can thank
God for everything, because when we do so, we are showing God that we believe He can use ALL
things for His purpose, and nothing is too big for Him.

November Memory Verse

“I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart.”
–Psalm 111:1, ESV
Who can you thank for everything? I can thank God for everything.

November
Theme Song:
Click HERE.
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Continued from previous page.
are loved and appreciated. So, with Thanksgiving right
around the corner, who are some of the special people in your life? How can you show them how thankful you are for them? How can you also show God
how thankful you are for everything He has done in
your life? God loves us so much! And it’s important
that we thank Him and the special people we have in
our lives.
I hope y’all have a wonderful Thanksgiving! Remember to show your thanks and share God’s love
with everyone around you!
–Ben Gurganus,
Minister of Education, Children and Youth

Resources and ideas are from Orange Curriculum.
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Just sign up for our email
and texting lists and
get involved now!

First – Sixth Grade

1st–6th Grade November Bible Study Lessons
(Bible story video & resources emailed out each Friday)

NOVEMBER THEME
Upcycle: Roll With
What You’ve Got

We will be focusing this month on the connection between contentment and God’s character
as shown through God’s big story. Our stories
this month will remind us that everything we have
comes from God. God is faithful to provide what
we need. And even more than what we own, God
can also provide what we need to face whatever
happens in our life. God has proven time and again
that we can trust Him no matter what. We can
complain or become jealous of what others have…
or we can choose to respond with contentment,
knowing that God has a plan for our lives

November Memory Verse
“Then he said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your
guard against wanting to have more and more things.
Life is not made up of how much a person has.’ ”

–Luke 12:15, NIRV

Key Questions
& Bottom Line This Month
November 7
When is it hardest to be content?
God can help you be content.
November 14
What can you do when you find yourself
wanting more and more? Wanting more and
more can make you miserable.
November 21
What is good in your life right now?
Don’t miss out on what you have now.
November 28
How can you use what you have to help
others? You can always use what you
have to help someone else.

November Theme Song
Click HERE.
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Oakmont Youth
Sunday Night Small
Groups Are Back!

Arrive at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Small Groups at 6:30 p.m.
Join us at Branches for fun,
fellowship and Bible study!

Reminder for Sunday, November 28
We will not have any 11:00 classes (following worship)
for pre-K and Kindergarten, 1st-6th grade, or youth.
We will also NOT be having youth group on that Sunday night.

Community Crossroads Center Honor Cards on Sale Now!
What better way to brighten someone’s life than by
purchasing an Honor Card in a person’s honor and
help a homeless person through your gift? Contact the CCC office at 252-752-0829, visit them in
person, or email Kimberly Pontarelli at kpontarelli@greenvillecommunityshelter.org to order your
cards today. Cards are $5 each. Or, if you buy 20 or
more, they are $4 each. These funds will be used for
operation expenses and support programs for individuals who stay at the Center temporarily. Cards
may be delivered to you locally. The church office
has some Honor Cards available for purchase.
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Mission
Corner

BackPack
Pals Ministry

As part of our Church-School Partnership, Oakmont is again packing and delivering 11 bags of food to selected students
at C.M. Eppes Middle School who are food insecure on weekends. Donations of food items are being
collected in the Drop Zone: Chef Boyardee pasta cans,
chicken cans or salad packs,tuna cans or salad packs, Vienna sausages, beanie weenies, soup, applesauce cups, fruit
cups,raisins, individual cereal boxes, breakfast bars, Pop
Tarts, cheese or peanut butter filled crackers(nabs), pudding cups, gelatin cups, animal crackers, individual packs of
trail mixes, cookies, cheese-its, etc. and juice boxes.

THE CLOTHES CLOSET IS IN
DESPERATE NEED of men’s
and women’s socks and men’s
and boys clothes!
The Oakmont Clothes Closet

The Oakmont Clothes Closet is open and accepting donations from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. on the first
and third Tuesdays each week. We need clothes for
school-aged children and men, and we also volunteers to help as needed. Contact Sandi Weeks for
more information.
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The Village Bible Study
and Child Care needs a
couple of volunteers to play
with children while the mothers
have Bible study once or twice a
month. Everyone meets outside
and wears face masks. Please
contact Kahla Hall if you can help
as your schedule allows.

63 shoe boxes were collected
and delivered for Operation
Christmas Child this year.

Thank you!
Light in
the Darkness
Week of Prayer and Annual Offering for
Baptist Children's Homes of North Carolina. Your offering brings light into their
darkness! Clean clothes, hot meals, a
safe home, a caring family - these are the
last things a child needs to worry about.
Unfortunately, this is often the case. On
average, there are 16,000 children in our
state's foster care system - North Carolina children removed from their families because of abuse, neglect and addictions that crippled parents. But through
your prayers and offerings, Baptist Children's Homes welcomes these children
into caring cottage homes, foster care
homes and adoptive homes where compassionate adults not only take care of
their every need, they share with them
the unconditional love of Jesus. Go to
www.bchoffering.org/videos for more
information.

BACKYARD BUDDIES meets Monday BUT NOT Tuesday next week.

This Week’s
Events
Sunday, November 28

Backyard Buddies
Christmas Gift Tree in Narthex
Please take a tag, purchase a Wal-Mart gift card, new toy
or clothing item, and return the unwrapped gift(s) with
the tag to the Christmas tree in the narthex by Sunday,
December 12. Gift bags and boxes for the gifts are welcome. These gifts will bless the children and siblings who
participate in our tutoring ministry each week.

First Sunday
OF ADVENT

9:40 a.m.
In-Person & Live-Stream
Worship
11:15 a.m.
Worship on Cable Channel 7
5:30 p.m.
Youth Dinner & Small Groups

Monday, November 29
3:25 p.m.
Backyard Buddies
6:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery
My Oakm
ont
Friend

International Missions Post
Office in Oakmont Gallery
Exchange Christmas cards with friends at Oakmont by putting cards in the appropriate cubby filed by the first letter of
someone's last name. Put the money you would have spent
on stamps in the slot at the top of the box to support International Missions. Remember to check your box for cards you
receive now through December.

Tuesday, November 30
3:25 p.m.
Backyard Buddies

Wednesday, December 1
11:00 a.m.
Drop-In Bible Study
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The church office will be closed on Thursday and Friday,
November 25 and 26 in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.
Please be safe as you gather with family and friends to give thanks to God
for all the blessings of our lives.

Oakmont Seniors Ministry
Future Lunch Bunch Outings
Dec. 28: Winslow’s
Jan. 25: Red Robin
Feb. 22: Logan’s
Mar. 22: Kick Back Jack’s
April 26: Cracker Barrell
Meet at selected
restaurant at 11:30 a.m.

Our Record of Our

FINANCIAL
Sunday

November 21, 2021

FAITHFULNESS

2021 MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,224,402
BUDGET REQUIRED WEEKLY: $23,546

Receipts (This Week) ....................................... $17,345
($4,286 Online, $13,059 Mail)

Receipts (Month-to-Date) ......................... $56,231.50

Receipts 2021 (Year-to-Date) .................. $971,247.32
Receipts 2020 (Year-to-Date) ............ $1,133,225.37
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THANK YOU
for practicing
social distancing and
for wearing the
required mask when
at our church.

Communion Offering (This Week) ....................... $45
Communion Offering (Month-to-Date) .......... $1,100
Building Fund (This Week) ................................... $176
Building Fund (Month-to-Date) .............................. $376
Building Fund (Year-to-Date) ..................... $6,076.75
Baptist Children Homes (This Week) ............... $670
Building Fund (Year-to-Date) .............................. $1,315

The Worship of God

at Oakmont

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
VIDEO 		

“Advent Hope Fulfilled”					
“Christmas: Hark The Herald Angels Sing / King Of Heaven”

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
OF HOPE 		

				

Bobbie Lou Price & Family

“King Of Kings”

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
“I Know Who Holds Tomorrow”
Luanne Gaston & Lynn Copeland, Accompanied by Jake Arnold and Jim Gilliam

MORNING PRAYER 							
VIDEO 		

Dr. Greg Rogers

“The Prophet Joel in 4 Minutes”					

SERMON

“When God Sees a Different Future Than You Do”		

Dr. Greg Rogers

Joel 1:2-4,13-15; 2:11-17, 27-29

RESPONDING WITH GRATITUDE & COMMITMENT
INVITATION TO 		
RESPOND & GIVE 		

“You Are My Strength”					

SENDING FORTH IN SERVICE & MINISTRY
LIFE AT OAKMONT
BENEDICTION

				

Dr. Greg Rogers
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All People of Oakmont Baptist Church Are Ministers
and serve alongside

Dr. Greg Rogers
Pastor
greg@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Sally Pride
Educational Ministries Secretary
sally@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Jimmy Weaver
Mr. Drew Varnell
Sextons

Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
Director of Missions
jimmie@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Wayne Taylor
Facility Manager
wayne@oakmontchurch.com

Worship &
Music Leadership

Mr. Ben Gurganus
Minister of Education,
Children and Youth
ben@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Amy Cook
Communications Specialist
amycookdesign@mac.com

Mr. Jim Gilliam

Ms. Lauri Johnson
Pastoral/Music Ministry Secretary
lauri@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam
Mr. Philip Jackson
Mrs. Karen Meetze

Mrs. Caroline Bissette
Mr. Kevin Davis
Mr. Clark Willis
Technical Assistants

1100 Red Banks Road | Greenville, NC 27858 | 252.756.1245 | oakmontchurch.com
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