
In-person worship this Sunday at 9:40 a.m.
Live stream worship at 9:40 a.m. 
Watch us on Cable Channel 7 at 11:15 a.m.
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News from Oakmont Baptist Church

JOIN US!
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Last week I wrote a column in this space on loss, 
grief, and depression following the holidays.  
Then the events unfolded in our nation’s cap-

itol on Wednesday a week ago that sent me, along 
with so many Americans, into a state of profound 
loss, grief, and depression.   Plain and simple, an angry 
mob desecrated those hallowed and sacred grounds 
symbolic of our democracy.  Law enforcement of-
ficers were disregarded, assaulted and, in one case, 
killed in the line of duty.  Windows and doors of one 
of the three branches of our government were shat-
tered and splintered.  Guns were drawn in the House 
chamber by Capitol Police in defense of our elected 
representatives huddled in lock-down mode.   The 
Senate chamber was occupied, and offices were ran-
sacked as computers, documents and other posses-
sions were either stolen or destroyed from members 
of Congress and their staff.  Chilling chants calling for 
our Vice-President and Speaker of the House to be 
taken into custody and executed echoed inside and 
outside of the Capitol building.  Banners that read 
“Jesus Saves” and the Confederate Flag were parad-
ed as five people lost their lives in the carnage.   

I ask you: does this behavior the entire world 
witnessed look like Jesus to you?  On the day that 
Christians observe the Epiphany — a word mean-
ing appearance or manifestation of Jesus our Savior 
through the biblical stories of the coming of the Magi 
to worship Jesus at his birth, his baptism, and his first 
miracle at the wedding at Cana — there was little 
evidence on January 6, 2021 that the heart, attitude, 
words, and actions of Jesus had appeared as the halls 
of Congress were stormed.

Rightfully so, members of both political parties 
and religious leaders of all theological persuasions 
have roundly condemned the violent words and be-
havior that marked the events of that Wednesday.  
But beyond condemnation and the deep grief and 
sadness that we all feel, Jesus followers are expected 
to offer a much higher standard of living and being 
in our words and witness.  Here are a few simple 

things that we all can do in remaining true to the 
good news of Jesus to lead our country through 
these chaotic times:

• Think carefully and lovingly before you write a 
text, email, or a post on social media, or make a 
phone call.  Engage your mind before your mouth 
or fingers.  Ask yourself,  “Would Jesus really 
write or say what I’ve just written or said?”

• Honor and love people over the positions you 
hold.  Is it really worth destroying a family rela-
tionship or a long-time friendship over a political 
or religious disagreement?

• Have conversations rather than debates.  De-
bates result in winners and losers.  Conversa-
tions create deeper listening and understanding 
as we hear another person’s story.   Always know 
there’s a story behind any statement a person 
makes or a position he or she holds. 

• Pray for the leaders of our country, state, com-
munity, and church.  Take 1 Timothy 2:1-2 serious-
ly each day:  “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made 
for everyone — for kings and all those in author-
ity, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.”

Yes, peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness.  We can do better, my friends, in the coming 
days.  And it begins with “me.”  

Your Pastor,

Greg Rogers
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We have seen increases in COVID-19 cases in our state and local  
community following the holidays.  So that we can protect our church family, we 
ask you to handle business while visiting the church campus in this way:

• Either call the church office in advance or ring the doorbell beneath the carport entrance to let us know 
you have arrived;

• Allow one of our staff to come to you at the carport entrance to assist you with whatever needs you have;

• Please self-screen for any signs of illness, wear your face masks, and practice social distancing if you need 
to come into the building; 

• Please speak with the church staff in the hallway area outside the main office, or in the Rawl Parlor for 
more private conversations;

• We ask you not to visit in any of the church offices so that we can protect both you and our church staff. 

We are grateful for your understanding and patience as we work to keep our church family healthy, and 
allow our church staff to continue serving and partnering with you in ministry.  

Help Us Keep You Safe  
    and Our Church Staff Safe

STAYING IN THE KNOW with all that’s going on 
with our youth is easy!  

Just sign up for our email and texting lists and 
get involved now!

Want to get on youth email list? 

Send an email to: 

amy@oakmontchurch.com

Want to receive YOUTH  

updates by Text?  

Text: OAKMONTYOUTH to 94090

(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)

Want to receive CROSSOVER 

(6th grade ministry) updates by text?

Text: CROSSOVER to 94090

(for youth, youth leaders, and parents!)

Parent Spring Zoom Class    |    Wednesdays    |    8:00 p.m.
This group will convene every other week, meeting again on January 27.

Led by Amy Andrews and Joshua Breazeale

We will continue diving into the difficult roads parents must navigate with kids of all 
ages.  Don't worry if you didn't catch our class last semester.  We are talking about 
completely different topics ,and you can join in anytime!

January 13 was our kickoff discussion focused on stress, mental health, and coping 
strategies for kids and teens.

Interested in joining us?  Contact Amy or Joshua, or email sally@oakmontchurch.com  
to be added to our class email list.

for Parents 
of Kids  

of All Ages
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Oakmont’s Children

JANUARY THEMES

THIS MONTH OUR 1st–6th GRADERS ARE  

LEARNING ABOUT RESPONSIBILITY DURING 

THEIR WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY LESSONS. 

Responsibility is showing you can be trusted with 
what is expected of you.  What would you do if you 
found a $1 on the floor in your classroom at school?  
What would you do if you found $100 in the parking 
lot of the school?  What would you do if you found 
$2,000 in the parking lot at the store? Honesty is 
not a question of how much money is involved; it is 
a matter of doing the right thing.

One day Jesus told his disciples a story about a 
rich man who had a manager who was the keeper of 
his money. He found out the manager was using the 
man’s money for himself.  When he found that out he 
fired the manager.  After telling the story, Jesus said 
to his disciples, “Whoever can be trusted with very 
little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with 
much.” If we are honest in the small things, then we 
can be sure that we will be honest in the big things. 
If people know that they can trust us in small things, 
they know they can trust us in the big things, too.  

Preschool/Kindergarten
January Theme: 

Out of This World

Who is amazing? Jesus is amazing!

January Memory Verse
“Everyone who heard him was amazed.” 

–Luke 2:47

January Theme Song:  Click here.

First – Sixth Grade
January Theme:  

Rules for Life: Play well. 
Finish Strong.

Responsibility is showing you can be trusted 
with what is expected of you.

January Memory Verse
“Suppose you can be trusted with something 
very little. Then you can also be trusted with 

something very large.” –Luke 16:10

Key Questions this month
What are things you’re expected to do? What 

do you have that you can share? When have you 
had to work hard? How can you use what you’ve 

been given? Why do your words matter?

January Theme Song:  Click here.

“Do the Right Thing” Crossword Puzzle 
  (click here)

“When I am Tempted” Coloring Page  
(click here)

 “Do the Right Thing” Word Search  
(click here)

Activities
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DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY
Co-ed group led by Carole Swan

This group will meet via zoom on Wednesday nights from 6:30–7:10 beginning on Wednesday, January 13  
and will meet through the month of April.  This winter/spring the group will be studying 2 Corinthians. 

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS AS MINISTRY/SERVANT-LEADERS
Co-ed group led by Greg Rogers

This cohort of healthcare professionals will meet five times by Zoom for one hour each on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00.  A small group discussion from the book Monk Habits for Everyday People: Benedictine Spiri-
tuality for Protestants by Dennis Okholm will guide the group's learnings.  This group will meet on January 20, 
February 3, February 24, March 10 and March 24.

NAVIGATING HARD CONVERSATIONS WITH KIDS
Co-ed group led by Amy Andrews and Joshua Breazeale

This winter/spring, we will be covering two topics:  Social Media & Electronic Devices and 
Stress/Mental Health/Anxiety.  The pandemic has led to children being on electronic devices 
more than ever before as well as unprecedented levels of stress and anxiety for parents and 
kids.  We hope you will join us for these conversations as we navigate these challenging times.

This group will meet at 8:00 p.m. each week on January 13, January 27, February 10, February 24,  
March 10 and March 24.

WOMEN’S GROUP
Led by April Anderson, Heather Morse and Leslie Rogers

This study will use the book The Songs of Jesus by Tim and Kathy Keller.  Understanding the Psalms will 
bring a new level of intimacy with God—unlocking our purpose within God’s kingdom.  There will be group 
discussion on daily devotions from the Psalms.  This group will meet at 6:15 p.m. each week on January 20, 
February 3, February 18 (Thursday), March 3 and March 17.

Virtual Spiritual Formation Classes
January 2021

To sign up for one of these classes, email Sally Pride at sally@oakmontchurch.com. 5
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Our Record of 

FINANCIAL
FAITHFULNESS

Jan. 3 & 10, 2021
Sunday

2020  MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,498,062
BUDGET REQUIRED WEEKLY: $28,809

Receipts (This Week) ........................................ $4,495
 ($2,795 Online   |   $1,700 Mail)

Receipts (Month-to-Date) ................................. $4,495

Receipts 2021(Year-to-Date) ............................. $4,495
Receipts 2020  (Year-to-Date) ..................... $28,037.33

Communion Offering (This Week) .................... $100
Communion Offering (Month-to-Date) ............ $100

Building Fund (This Week) .................................... $200
Building Fund (Month-to-Date) ............................ $200
Building Fund (Year-to-Date) ............................... $200

2021  MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,498,062
BUDGET REQUIRED WEEKLY: $28,809

Receipts (This Week) ................................ $36,149.57 
($2,245 Online   |   $33,904.57 Mail)

Receipts (Month-to-Date) ......................... $40,644.57

Receipts 2021(Year-to-Date) .................... $40,644.57
Receipts  2020 (Year-to-Date) ....................  $46,825.47

Communion Offering (This Week) .................... $935
Communion Offering (Month-to-Date) .......... $1,035

Building Fund (This Week) .................................... $0
Building Fund (Month-to-Date) ............................ $200
Building Fund (Year-to-Date) ............................... $200

JANUARY 3, 2021 JANUARY 10, 2021

January 16–18 ................................... Joshua Breazeale
702-4301

January 23–24 ......................................... Greg Rogers
756-9992

January 30–31........................................ Amy Andrews
916-9937

MINISTER ON CALL

MULTI-MEDIA

Our 9:40 a.m. worship service is recorded each week 
and shown on Cable 7 at 11:15 a.m.

Live streaming of our service and service archives are 
available in the Media section of our website.

This Week’s Events
Sunday, January 17
9:40 a.m.  In-Person & Live-Stream Worship 

11:15 a.m.  Worship on Cable Channel 7

Monday, January 18
6:30 p.m.  Celebrate Recovery

Wednesday, January 20
6:15 p.m.  Women’s Group

6:30 p.m.  Celebrate Recovery

6:30 p.m.  Drop-In Bible Study

7:00 p.m.  Healthcare Professionals  
  as Ministry/Servant Leaders
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Woman’s Missionary Union of North Carolina
Five Mission Projects for the New Year You Can Do from Home

• Take the Christmas cards you got for Christmas.  Pick one per day and pray 
for the person that sent you that card.  It may be for salvation, or they may have 
health needs or other spiritual needs.  Or maybe they just need hope during the 
pandemic!

• The elderly have really suffered during the pandemic.  Loneliness and isola-
tion are very problematic for an older person (for anyone really).  Pick an elderly 
person in your church, mission group, or a neighbor.  Pray for them daily.  Send 
cards to them.  Call them.  When safe, go and visit them, or drop off goodies on 
the porch.

• Many churches took up offerings for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
and Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global Missions Offering this December.  
Pray for the missionaries all over the 
world who will be using these funds.

• Many ministries are provided in De-
cember to meet the needs of many.  We 
give shoe boxes to children in need or 
to the children of Appalachia.  We give 
Red Boxes to the incarcerated women 
in NC.  We give toys to Angel Tree chil-
dren, who have one parent that is incar-
cerated.  We buy other toys for needy 
children.  If you were able to do one of 
these ministries, pray for the child/per-
son who got your toy, backpack, or 
box.  We do these ministries to reach 
spiritual needs too – and prayer is the 
answer to that!

• These are difficult days with the pandem-
ic.  Many families were not able to gather 
together during the holidays.  There is 
a lot of grief and pain that is associated 
with that.  Pray for those that had a dif-
ficult Christmas season.  Send a card.  
Give them grace in this difficult time.

“WHATEVER YOU DO,  

WORK AT IT WITH ALL YOUR HEART,  

AS WORKING FOR THE LORD.”

–COLOSSIANS 3:23

JANUARY IS THE SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE 
MONTH AS CELEBRATED BY  CAROLINA  
PREGNANCY CENTER (CPC) IN GREENVILLE.  

CPC has helped thousands of women and their partners 
choose life for their unborn babies by offering educa-
tional material and spiritual support.  CPC also provides 
Christ-centered post-abortion recovery for precious 
souls who desire healing.  Oakmont supports CPC in 
our budget and usually participates in their "Change for 
Life" Baby Bottle Campaign each year to collect addition-
al money for this ministry.  Individuals may find out more 
about CPC ministry and make a donation to them in 
lieu of filling baby bottle banks this year.  Carolina Preg-
nancy Center, P.O. Box 1964, Greenville, NC 27835.  See  
www.carolinapregnancycenter.org for more information.
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FACEBOOK PREMIERE:  The hymn, “I Need Thee Every Hour,” was written by 
37-year-old young wife and mother,  Annie Hawks.  One day, while busy doing house 
chores, she felt the nearness of God and wondered how people could live without 
God, either in times of joy or sorrow.  That question inspired her to write this be-
loved hymn.  Not much has changed since 1872 as we still find ourselves very much 
in need of God’s presence—personally, as a church and as a country.  Let your wor-
ship begin on Sunday at 9:36 a.m. 

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME AND GREETING

“Same God, New Year” (video)

“I’ll Fly Away” Medley

“Goodness Of God”

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

MORNING PRAYER     Dr. Greg Rogers

“The Wonderful Cross”
Jeff Hall & Maria Long

 

SERMON SERIES: BIBLICAL “I AM” SAYINGS—JESUS IN HIS OWN WORDS Dr. Greg Rogers

“Making a Trade” 
Isaiah 43:10-15, 18-19; 46:8-11

RESPONDING WITH GRATITUDE & COMMITMENT

INVITATION TO       “What Mercy Did For Me” 
RESPOND & GIVE  

SENDING FORTH IN SERVICE & MINISTRY

LIFE AT OAKMONT   

BENEDICTION   Rev. Joshua Breazeale
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66

Mr. Ben Gurganus
Youth Ministry Intern

ben@oakmontchurch.com

Ms. Lauri Johnson
Pastoral/Music Ministry Secretary

lauri@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Sally Pride
Educational Ministries Secretary
sally@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Wayne Taylor
Facility Manager

wayne@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Amy Cook
Communications Specialist

amycookdesign@mac.com

Dr. Greg Rogers
Pastor

greg@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Michael McKnight
Minister of Music

michael@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Amy Andrews
Minister of  Youth & College
amy@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Joshua Breazeale
Minister of Education & Children
joshua@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
Director of Missions

jimmie@oakmontchurch.com

1100 Red Banks Road   |   Greenville, NC 27858   |   252.756.1245   |   oakmontchurch.com

All People of Oakmont Baptist Church Are Ministers
and serve alongside

Mr. Jimmy Weaver
Mr. Drew Varnell

Sextons

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam
Pianist

Mrs. Karen Meetze
Organist

Mrs. Caroline Bissette
Mr. Kevin Davis
Technical Assistants

Mr. Jim Gilliam
Music Assistant

THANK YOU  
for practicing social  

distancing and for wearing 
the required mask when  

at our church.
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