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Dear Oakmont Baptist Church,
The Oakmont Baptist Church family has been my family for almost 24 years. It has been one
of my greatest joys to share life with this congregation. You have given me a place to raise a
family, grow in my own faith and spiritual practices, and allowed me to use the spiritual gifts
for ministry that God has given me. We have shared both joy and laughter, and devastating
loss and sadness. Through it all we have ministered to one another and you have loved
Tommy and me. I have been blessed beyond measure by being part of this church family.
We all know that life is constantly changing, sometimes in surprising ways. After much
prayer and conversation with Tommy, I have decided it is time to move in a new direction
in my life. It is with excitement, and honestly a little fear, that I have decided to retire from
vocational ministry. My last day here as part of the Oakmont church ministerial staff will
be Sunday, February 18. I don’t have any immediate plans other than to relax, travel, and see
what the Lord has in store for us in the next phase of our lives. In the movie, “You’ve Got
Mail” a longtime co-worker tells the bookstore owner when she decides to close her shop,
“You are daring to imagine you can have a different life.” That is what I am doing. I am
daring to imagine that God can use me in a new way in this next chapter of my life. Right
now, I have no idea what that might be. There is nothing holding us to any particular place
or plan. It is hard for me to imagine not having a plan, but it is exciting to know Tommy and
I have the opportunity to be wide open to any and all possibilities. We are going to dare to
imagine that our lives can be something different and then watch and see how that evolves in
God’s time.
I cannot thank Oakmont and all of you enough for all that you have given us. Thank you for
sharing your lives with us and allowing us to share our lives with you as we have together
sought to serve our Lord. We love you and will carry all of you with us wherever we go from
here.
Blessings and love,

Beth Thompson
Associate Pastor

Rev. Beth Thompson’s

C E L E B R A T ION
Reception and

Recognition
Sunday, February 11, 2018
2:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Room

Recognition Program begins at 3:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Volunteers Needed

If you would like to help with setting up or working during the event
or providing food, please sign up on our web site.

from the

PASTOR
I know you join me in offering sincere prayers
and best wishes to Rev. Beth Thompson, our
associate pastor, upon her retirement in February.
Beth has capably served our congregation since
May 1, 1994, first as our Minister of Education and,
since June 2005, our associate pastor. Beth’s roles
during her 36 year ministry career have included
youth and children’s ministry, recruiting, training,
and mentoring Sunday School teachers and
workers and starting new classes, working with
the age-level missions organizations, and enlisting
committees and teams and guiding their work, just
to name a few. As associate pastor, Beth serves with
our senior adult ministry, as well as planning for
and teaching in spiritual formation classes and the
Spirituality Retreat. She administers the use of our
building, along with the counseling and visiting of
Oakmont participants in the home, hospital, and in
her office. She leads in worship, preaches, officiates
weddings and funerals, and supervises a number
of our church staff.
She is a role model of faith in Christ, and
exhibits an unwavering commitment to her calling
and family. Her Christian character is impeccable,
her work ethic is unquestioned, and her friendship
is priceless. Her presence among our staff and
all who call Oakmont their church home will be
greatly missed. While we are deeply saddened
at her leaving, we are glad that Beth and Tommy
now have an opportunity to enjoy a different pace
of life, travel to and enjoy yet-to-be-visited places,
and spend time with each other and their family in
agenda-less days.
We hope you will be present for Beth’s
reception and program honoring her ministry on

Sunday, February 11 from 2:30 until 5:30 p.m., and
to join us in offering a final good-bye on her last
Sunday, February 18, during both morning worship
services.
On a related note, the Personnel Team has
recommended, and the Diaconate has agreed, that
the associate pastor position will not be filled in
the immediate future. While we are grateful that
Oakmont members and friends gave approximately
$1.6 million for Oakmont’s ministry in our church,
community, and world in 2017, that amount is less
than last year’s ministry budget of $1,708,000.
During this interim period without an associate
pastor, our entire church staff, along with other
key lay leaders and ministry teams, will take on the
associate pastor’s responsibilities. I thank you in
advance for your willingness to roll up your sleeves
and say yes when the call to serve comes your way.
Our staff will be grateful, as you are patient with
us when these new responsibilities may prevent us
from serving with or responding to you as quickly
as we might wish.
We now prepare to usher in the Lenten
season on Wednesday, February 14 with our Ash
Wednesday service. I pray that our hearts will be
open, our minds attentive, and our hands and feet
readied to follow our Lord on his journey to the
cross with a sacrificial generosity and a grace-filled
love as we offer Him our best of time, talents, and
material gifts in the days to come.

Your Pastor,
Greg Rogers

Spiritual

FORMATION

New Class

February 28-April 25
Sign Up in Grand Central
or call the Church Office.

Path to the Cross
Path to the Cross written by Ray Vander Laan. Carol Brown
will lead this DVD series which will provide a context for
better understanding God’s great redemptive plan and the
life and ministry of Jesus. You will be able to start shaping
a picture of Jesus and his world in light of the Exodus. See
how the Essenes and John the Baptist are linked to the
desert experiences; follow Jesus into the desert where
he, like Israel, was tested and prepared for his mission to
the world; and consider the events of the Last Supper and
the night of watching in Gethsemane against the backdrop of the exodus experience. Filmed on location in Israel, weaving together the Bible’s fascinating historical,
cultural, religious, and geographical contexts, teacher and
historian Ray Vander Laan reveals unique insights into the
Scriptures’ significance for modern believers.
Study Guide - $7.50

Offering Ingathering • February 11

Teenagers interact with a culture that is
more sexually charged than at any time in
our country’s history. Movies, TV, music, the
Internet, magazines, and even video games
perpetuate this hyper-sexualized world
through which your student must navigate.
In this environment, it is more important
than ever for teens to know what the Bible
says about sex and sexuality. But it doesn’t
stop there . . .
A teenager doesn’t just need to know what
not to do. Teenagers need to be challenged
with what the Bible says about making a
difference in a culture that is opposed to their
faith.
The youth are participating in a 4-week
series entitled, “Live Different,” which
addresses purity and holiness. We will
engage with God’s word in large group and
small group discussion settings and talk about
practical ways we can live out God’s standard
of purity in our daily lives.

The church year has various seasons and observances
(Advent, Lent, Christmas, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week, Easter,
Pentecost, Ordinary Time, etc.).
Each season has a different color associated with it. Ordinary Time,
which is generally the period between Pentecost and Advent,
is the longest and uses the color green.

We are starting “The Green Project” to collect green
colored fabric to create table coverings, banners,
and stoles for use during worship.
The fabric can be any type, but we are especially
looking for pieces of ordinary fabric that may have
special significance to you. For example, a T-shirt
worn at a special event, a tie worn by a loved one, a
section of a dress from a significant occasion, or any
other material you may have.
We also need volunteers to help sew the fabric
into various items.
For more information, contact Beth Fry
(sixfrys2go@suddenlink.net).

Change
For Life

Sins

The change collected will go
to support the programs of the
Carolina Pregnancy Center.

1. Pick up an empty baby bottle in Grand Central.
2. Fill the bottle with silver change, cash, or a check
(make checks to CPC).

The

3. Return the bottle (full or empty) by February 28th.

Seven Deadly Sins
Sermon Series
January 7-February 25

2017 Review
Patients
Patients seen................................................... 406
Unduplicated patients................................... 144
Male:  67  Female:  77;  Ages 18-64: 134
Volunteers
Clinics...................................................................20
Providers.............................................................55
Pharmacy............................................................16
Nurses............................................................... 137
General Volunteers........................................ 109
Donations
Individual Donations to Clinic......... $4,192.00
OBC Easter Offering Funds............. $2,000.00
Grants................................................... $8,000.00
Operation Expenses................................ $11,419.00

LENT
EASTER
PENTECOST

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN’S

Perspective

S E R M O N S E R I E S • MARCH 11-JUNE 3

SRBA WMU Annual Meeting and Luncheon

Saturday, February 10 • 10 a.m.-12 noon • First Baptist Church, Robersonville
Registration is on-site and begins at 9 a.m.; Lunch provided
The speaker is Amy Johnson, a retired IMB missionary who served in Nicaragua, Honduras and Mexico City.

Region 2 Missions Rally

Monday, February 12, 6-8 p.m. • Winterville Baptist Church
This is event will highlight opportunities NC Baptists have to be involved in missions in our state, nation and
world. Dinner is free; however, for the host to have a proper meal count, you need to register at:
baptistonmission.org and click on the events tab.

2018 Missions Conference

April 6-7 • Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Charlotte
Registration Deadline: March 29, 2018
Conference includes worship, general sessions, breakout sessions, missions fair exhibits, missions testimonies, volunteer supper, and more!

WMU of NC Missions Extravaganza and Annual Meeting
OPPORTUNITIES

April 27-28 • Ardmore Baptist Church Winston-Salem, NC
Registration fee is $65.00 per person. Register online at: wmunc.org/me2018

Sunday, March 18 • 9:15 a.m. until

l 12:15 p.m. • Multi-Purpose Room
Looking for a place to serve God?
There are lots of “fish” in the sea.

Drop by before or after worship and
visit with representatives from
our partnering agencies, volunteers with our Oakmont
Community Center ministries, and leaders of our
Oakmont team ministries to
find a place to get caught up
in missions and ministry.
We guarantee you’ll
be hooked!

WEDNESDAY
What happens when Ash Wednesday and
Valentine’s Day are on the same date?
It’s the perfect time to prepare our hearts
for the journey to Easter during Lent.
Join us for our church-wide Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
in the sanctuary.
There will be music, prayers, and interactive stations
appropriate for all ages
(preschool, children, youth, and adults).
“For God so LOVED the world,
that he sent his only son...” John 3:16

Journey through

LENT
Lent is the span of time in the church calendar that starts with
Ash Wednesday and ends with Easter Sunday. Ash Wednesday
commemorates the beginning of Jesus’ 40-day fasting and
temptation in the desert, and Easter Sunday commemorates Jesus’
resurrection from the grave after his crucifixion.
Lent, then, is generally observed as a time for Christians to reflect,
repent, and pray as a way of preparing their hearts for Easter. The
choice to observe Lent is a personal one—the whole point is to
focus your heart and mind on Jesus during the journey to Easter.
Some Christians choose to give up a habit or behavior during
Lent as an exercise in prayerful self-denial. This might range from
something as simple as not drinking soda during Lent to a fullblown program of fasting.
Some Christians commit to a special devotional activity during
Lent—for example, daily Scripture reading, regular prayer for a
specific person or topic throughout Lent, or volunteer work in
their community.
Whether you observe Lent in a small or major way, you’ll be amazed
at what happens when you devote a part of each day to reflecting
on Jesus Christ and God’s Word.
from: BibleGateway.com

WorshipService
March 25

11:00 a.m.

•

Sanctuary

WorshipService
March 29

6:30 p.m.

•

Sanctuary

A service to celebrate Christ’s triumph
and prepare us for his sacrifice.

A service of remembrance
of Christ’s last supper.

Palm Sunday, also known as Passion Sunday, marks the beginning of Jesus’ last week on this earth before his crucifixion.  It
begins with His entry into Jerusalem when people waved palm
branches and placed their clothes on the path in front of Him.

Maundy Thursday is a term derived through the Old French
mande from the Latin mandatum novum, “a new commandment” associated with John 13:34 and perhaps also with the
footwashing reported earlier in the chapter.

However, those who only experience the excitement of Palm
Sunday and go straight to the celebration of Easter morning,  
miss much of the symbolism and sacrifice that came during
Christ’s last week.  Without the teaching, prayer, suffering, and
death during Holy Week, the sacrifice God made when He sent
His Son looses some of its emphasis.

It is on this night in Holy Week that we remember the final supper Jesus shared with His disciples in the context of Passover.  
This event, which reveals the holiness of all subsequent meals
eaten in His name, institutes the beginning of the church’s
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, or Holy Communion, or the
Eucharist.  This evening also marks the beginning of the most
solemn and joyful celebration of the entire Christian year.

During our worship service we will revisit the shepherds, the
wife of the innkeeper, and Mary who we met through the Revelation Players at Advent.  We’ll see how their lives continued to
be changed after meeting the baby Jesus and later reconnecting
with him during his last days.
Note:  Select adult Sunday School classes will meet at 9:40 a.m.
Preschoolers, Children, and Youth will not meet.

It is hoped that each person present will become more aware
of the sadness and despair evident before and during the crucifixion.  At the end of the service following the dismissal, each
person is asked to leave silently as he or she contemplates the
tragedy of the Cross.  Jesus, the Son of God, is dead;  there
is nothing more to do but wait--for the Day of Resurrection!

Walk the Labyrinth
Our Labyrinth will be available in the Multi-Purpose Room March 22-April 5.  

It will be accessible 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. during the week as well as on Wednesday Evenings and Sunday Mornings.

Stations

ofthe

March 30

12 noon

•

Cross

St. Peter’s Catholic Church

WorshipServices
April 1

9:40 & 11:00 a.m.

•

Sanctuary

Relive the journey Christ took to the cross
through readings, songs, and walking.
The Stations of the Cross is a Lenten devotion that offers witness to Jesus’ Passion and Death. Traditionally there are 14
stations, each depicting events from Christ’s last day on earth.  
Many churches will have icons or pictures to represent each
station and may be placed around a sanctuary, prayer room,
or outdoor path.  
This Good Friday event involves people walking a path around
St. Peters’ and through the surrounding neighborhood.  At each
stop scripture is read and a brief reading is presented detailing
the significance of that station.  Someone carries a full-sized
cross along the journey.  As the group of participants move
from station to station, music is sung.
At each station we use our senses and our imagination to reflect
prayerfully upon Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection, and
to simply experience the visual images to reflect on Christ’s
love for us.

the Risen Lord!

EASTER

Offering
for the ministries of the
Oakmont Community Center

Book Buddies • Medical Clinics • S.T.E.P.S. • Celebrate Recovery
Backyard Buddies–Tutoring • Tuesday Night Ministries

A labyrinth is a circular path that allows a person to
follow the path to the center and back out again.  
While walking the labyrinth people choose to pray
or meditate.  During the Lenten season there is the
option to also observe the Stations of the Cross as
you walk the labyrinth.  The Stations of the Cross

guide you through Jesus’ last hours on this earth
and serve as a time of reflection on His sacrifice
and His call to us to follow Him.  There is a guide
available that takes you along the journey of the
labyrinth with stops along the way to reflect on
Christ’s journey to the cross.

GENEROUS

GIVING

2017 Oakmont Ministry Gifts
2017 Ministry Budget...................................................................... $1,708,652
2017 Contribution Receipts........................................................... $1,599,964
2017 Expenses.................................................................................. $1,589,736

Special Offerings

Oakmont Endowment..................................................................................$117,745
2017 Endowment Receipts.................................................. $495
Communion Offering...................................................................................... $28,558
Community Crossroads Center..................................... $19,676
Pitt County Council on Aging.......................................... $2,791
OBC Benevolence............................................................. $8,143
International Missions.......................................................................................$6,451
NC Baptist Men/Woman’s Missionary Union-NC......................................$3,533
Disaster Relief Funds-NC..................................................................................$2,070
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship NC Missions..............................................$1,530
NC Baptist Children’s Homes..........................................................................$4,292		
NC Baptist Hospital...........................................................................................$3,103
NC Baptist Retirement Homes........................................................................$3,149
Christmas Eve-Maas’ Ministry (Belize)....................................................... $11,714
Easter Offering (Oakmont Community Center)........................................ $10,112
Oakmont Community Center Ministries designated.............................. $15,572
Designated Ministry (includes trip funds).................................................. $91,755

Thank you for your generosity to ministry in Jesus’ name
in our church, community, and world!

Sympathy
The Oakmont Church Family extends our
sincere Christian sympathy to the following
families in the death of their loved one.
Alex White

December 13, 2017

BJ Tucker’s grandmother

January 4, 2018

Alan Boyer

January 6, 2018

James Earl Jones’ mother

January 15, 2018

Jodie Wrought’s nephew

January 17, 2018

Paul Boucher’s father

January 19, 2018

Darlene Whitmore’s brother

January 19, 2018

Norma Williams’ sister

January 27, 2018

Lauren McGee’s grandfather

February 2, 2018

New Members
Charles Asbell
Linda Asbell

New Arrival
Adelyn Gray Evans

January 25, 2018
Will & Jennifer Evans
Grandparents: Gary & Wendy Evans

Prayer List

Children’s Musical
Presented by Grades 1-5 Choirs
May 6, 2018

Find our current prayer list
on our web site in the
What’s New section.
Dr. Greg Rogers

Ms. Lauri Johnson

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam

Minister of Music

Mrs. Sally Pride

Educational Ministries Secretary

Mrs. Karen Meetze
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Rev. Steve Harding

Mr. Wayne Taylor
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Ms. Ruth Allen
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Rev. Joshua Breazeale

Mr. Ethan Rogerson
Mr. Roger Peery
Mr. Jimmy Weaver
Mr. Ardell Barr
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Receptionist

Sextons

Pianist

Organist

Technical Assistant

Food Services Director
Music Assistant

Mr. Geremy Medlock

All the People
Ministers

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Youth
Sunday
An Ecclesia Sunday

HELLO

?

my name is

Who Am I?
What’s My Pur
pose

?

March 4, 2018

One Worship Service at 11 o’clock
Select Adult Sunday School Classes will meet at 9:40.
Preschool, Children, and Youth will not meet.

Join us for Coffee & Doughnuts at 10 a.m.
in the Multi-Purpose Room

