
oakmont church

life@oakmont
To better connect with Oakmonters we’re compiling a new data 
base to send emails about what’s happening in our community.  (We 
promise not to overwhelm you with emails or give your information 
away.)  We’ll plan to send you details about special opportunities as 
well as alerts about changes in our schedule.  In a few months we’ll 
start a weekly update to keep you well informed.

Simply go to the What’s New section of our website and click on the 
life@oakmont link.  There you’ll find a form where you can provide 
your contact information and select the groups with which you wish 
to connect.

fall 2018



Where Is Church Going from Here?
Where is Oakmont Going from Here?

Two Opportunities
You may choose to attend one or both events.
Where Is Church  
Going from Here?

Saturday, September 22
9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.

Eddie Hammett, CBFNC Church and Clergy Coach, will lead 
church members and staff of eastern North Carolina church-
es to explore exciting possibilities to sustain and deepen the 
impact of their church in the next decade.

There will be time to dialogue about the possibilities of 
emerging expressions of church that speak to today’s culture, 
who may or may not be attracted by typical church experi-
ences – dinner church, parish re-framing, repair café, Fresh 
Expressions, and social enterprises.  Participants will then 
explore how these expressions deepen their church’s leader-
ship and financial base and how to explore these issues fur-
ther and adapt to specific ministry contexts.

Register online at www.cbfnc.org
Cost is $5 per person 

and includes a continental breakfast and snacks.

Where Is Oakmont 
 Going from Here?

Sunday, September 23
2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

This event is specifically for Oakmonters.

Eddie will help us take the ideas presented 
on Saturday and help us apply it specifical-

ly to who Oakmont is called to be.

If you cannot attend Saturday’s session, 
don’t worry, we’ll catch you up so you can 

be a part of Sunday’s gathering.



 Leslie and I celebrated 40 years of marriage 
on August 12.  I wrote on her anniversary card 
40 reasons why I love and appreciate her for 
each of the 40 years of our marriage.  It was a 
meaningful exercise to recall and name those 
significant ways that she has made and contin-
ues to make a difference in my life.
 As we move toward the fall months, I want 
to name not 40 reasons, but two recent con-
gregational emphases named by Oakmonters 
during last spring’s Deacon Community Conver-
sations that can make a difference in your life.  
First, build a sense of community and deepen 
relationships with others in our church family.  
We recently have made some improvements to 
our social media, website, and television and/
or live streaming capabilities, seeking to touch 
people more significantly through technology.  
There is something meaningful, though, about 
being with each other in face-to-face relation-
ships, which exceeds the on-line experience.  
So take advantage as the fall months begin of 
being in corporate worship, connecting with a 
Sunday School or other week night small group, 
and serving in a church or community ministry.  
Nurturing new or existing friendships in a small 
group setting, and finding and offering support 
in life’s difficult seasons of time to each other, 
is what transforms Oakmont from just a church 
to being “our” church.
 Second, commit to personal spiritual growth 
as a Jesus’ follower with a missional mindset 

and heart.  Having a missional focus simply 
means being the presence of Christ wherever 
you go and whatever you do.  Commit to read-
ing and studying the Bible, along with times of 
prayer, in personal devotions and small group 
settings.  Faithfully attend our Sunday worship 
gatherings with an open mind and heart, ex-
pecting God to grow you into the likeness of 
Jesus.  Be a generous giver of your finances, 
time, and creative talents.  Look at your family, 
neighborhood, work, and community involve-
ments as your missional field of influence. Seek 
to be the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus in all 
you say and do.
 It doesn’t require a church approved pro-
gram or some special, congregational emphasis 
to build community with others and become 
a committed disciple of Jesus with a mission-
al heart.  It starts with each one of us making 
our individual choices to grow our faith in con-
cert with others.  It means keeping our eyes 
open and looking for those places where God 
has already begun His work.  And just as I have 
at least 40 reasons after 40 years to love and 
cherish my wife’s impact upon my life, so you 
also will experience the difference embracing 
these two emphases can make upon your life 
as well.

Your Pastor,

Greg Rogers



Grades 5 & 6
October 19-21  •  Camp Willow Run
sign up at www.oakmontyouth.com

Wednesday Nights Resume
September 5  •  6:30 p.m. @ Branches

details at: oakmontyouth.com
yoUtH Sunday Nights Resume

September 9  •  5:30 p.m. @ Branches

Youth  
Parent 

Meeting
September 9

Pot Luck Dinner @ 5:30 p.m.
Meeting @ 6:15 p.m.



First Grade
Bibles

Presentation
Sunday, September 9

during Worship

SEPTEMBER 9
preschoolers, children, and youth 

move to their new classes
Deacon

Elections
Oakmont members recently 
received ballots in the mail.  

Please return to the Church Office 
by the end of the Emerge Worship 

Experience on September 9.

Parent-Child Dedication

Anyone wishing to participate in the  
September 23 Parent–Child Dedication 

should contact Lauri Johnson in the Church Office  
by September 19.

COmBINED

September 2  
11 a.m.

Select Adult Sunday School Classes will meet at 9:40 a.m.
No classes for Preschoolers, Children, & Youth.



Volunteers 
Needed  for

Backyard Buddies 
Elementary Tutoring  

(Mondays & Tuesdays)

Backyard Buddies 
Middle School  

& High School Tutoring  
(Tuesdays)

and Special Events

Contact Jimmie Hughes
(jimmie@oakmontchurch.com)
Working with Minors application required.

AT THE

Oakmont
Community
Ministries
Oakmont

Community
Ministries

BluegrassBluegrass&

Brock Farm A  862 Laurie Ellis Road, Winterville, NC 
Tickets & Sponsorships Available at:  encStopHumantrafficking.org

goodfor a cause

Human Trafficking Now
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA

October 12, 2018 A 7̄ 9 PMOctober 12, 2018 A 7̄ 9 PM

Local BBQ A BEVERAGES
LIVE MUSIC A PRIZES A FUN
Local BBQ A Beverages 
LIVE MUSIC A PRIZES A FUN

For the last few years Oakmont has been a host site for CBFNC's Children's Mis-
sions Day event.  This year we are taking that event on the road.

We will be traveling to Conetoe, NC which is about a 30 minute drive from here 
and just outside of the Pitt County Line in Edgecombe county.  Richard Joyner is 
the pastor of a church in Conetoe and is also the founder of the Conetoe Family 
Life Center which will be our host for this event.  We will meet at Oakmont to 
depart for Conetoe at 8:45 a.m. and return at 3:45 p.m.

During the day, we’ll have the opportunity to find out more about nutrition, bee 
keeping, and organic gardening, along with a Bible story and worship.

Space is limited.  Registration deadline is October 3rd.  Cost is $15
Contact Joshua Breazeale (joshua@oakmontchurch.com) to register.

Grades 1-5  •   Saturday October 27th, 2018



There are many local kids who receive free or reduced cost lunches during 
the week, but on the weekend they may not have enough to eat.  Our 
Backpack Pals program helps relieve some of this hunger for the kids and 
their families.  On Fridays, about 15 students from Eppes Middle School are 
provided a backpack with food to help them make it through the weekend.

We need volunteers to provide items for backpacks.  Individuals may choose 
to make a one-time donation or provide weekly and monthly contributions.  
Sunday School classes and other groups could choose to provide one or two 
items to help fill backpacks each month.  (Let Jimmie Hughes know what you 
plan to do.)    Volunteers may also choose to donate money that will be used 
to purchase needed items.

Find a list of needs in Grand Central
Bring Donations to the Drop Zone

Church-School Partnership



Happening at

akmont
RAMP BUILDERS

Want to volunteer? 
Contact Doug Reynolds

dreynolds0229@gmail.comcommunity development center

Food
Distribution

2nd & 4th Saturday
8:00-11:30 a.m.

Mondays
6:30 p.m.

Second Fridays
6:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

Flowers 
for the 

Sanctuary
Details in 

Grand Central

Every-other 
Thursday
12 noon

Bible Study

COLLEGE

www.oakmontcollege.com

Mondays
6:00 p.m.



coffee
talk

coffee
talk

se
ni

or adult

First Tuesdays
10 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

STEADFAST
Mission 

Group

Second Tuesdays
10 a.m.

Rawl Parlor

Second Tuesdays
Fourth Tuesdays
6:00-7:30 p.m.

Branches

Tuesdays • 5 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Tuesdays @
Oakmont

Tuesdays • 10 a.m.
Multi-Purpose

Knit-Crochet 
Group

Elementary

Tutoring

Mondays & Tuesdays
3:30 p.m.

Teenage
Tutoring

Tuesdays
3:45 p.m.

Second Tuesdays
11:30 a.m.



Wednesdays 
@ Oakmont

Grade 6
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Youth Room

Grades 7-12
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Branches

6:15-7:30 p.m.
(some groups meet earlier)

Adult Small 
Group Studies

Grades 1-5
6:00-6:45 p.m.

3, 4, & 5-year-olds
6:00-6:45 p.m.

PRESCHOOL
CHOIRS

CHILDREN’S
CHOIRS

THIS 
FALL!

Fellowship 
Time

5:15-6:15 p.m.  •  Fellowship Hall
Bring your own dinner and have a time of fellowship with 
other diners.  We’ll provide tea and utensils.  We won’t be 
serving our traditional meal on Wednesdays this fall.



Singers
7:00-7:30 p.m.
Music Library

Singers & Band
7:30-8:30 p.m.

Sanctuary

M u s i c i a n s   R e h e a r s a lRehearsal

7:15-8:30 p.m.
Choir Suite

6:45-7:30
Sanctuary

OCTOBER 31

Mission Friends for Boys & Girls
Preschoolers
6:45-7:30 p.m.

GAs—Missions for Girls
Grades 1-5

6:45-7:30 p.m.

RAs—Missions for Boys
Grades 1-5

6:45-7:30 p.m.



Drop-In Bible Study
Coed Group
Led by: Carole Swan
Book: the Bible
 The group is studying the Psalms and the only book needed is a Bible.  This is a shorter 45 minute 
class that has no homework and is great for those who need to get to choir or just get home earlier.

ESL—English as a Second Language
Led by Shannon Hall and Jimmie Hughes
 A class to help learn conversational English.

Most Classes Begin 
Wednesday, September 5 in Grand Central

at the Church
call the Church Office 

(252-756-1245)
on our web site

“What’s New” section
3 Ways 

to Register...

Hearing God
Coed Group
Led by: Greg Rogers
Book: Hearing God by Dallas Willard
Note: this class begins Sept. 12
 Being close to God means communicating with Him--telling him what is on our hearts in prayer 
and hearing and understanding what He is saying to us. 
 It is this second half of our conversation with God that is so important but that can also be so 
difficult.

• How do we hear His voice? 
• How can we be sure that what we think we hear is not our own subconscious? 
• What role does the Bible play? 
• What if what God says to us is not clear? The key is to focus not so much on individual actions 

and decisions as on building our personal relationship with our Creator.

Spiritual Growth
Adult Small Group Studies



James
Women's Group
Led by: April Anderson, Heather Morse,  

and Leslie Rogers

The group will study the book of James along with current events and other readings.

Lessons in Belonging
Coed Group
Led by: Joshua Breazeale
Book: Lessons in Belonging by Erin Lane
 During our recent Deacon Community conversations one of the recurring themes centered around 
the idea of community and a desire to strengthen a sense of community at Oakmont. There seems to 
be a hope and a desire from individuals to have a place or a group to which they felt like they belong.
 Erin Lane’s book, Lessons in Belonging, starts from the idea that for many people a sense of belong-
ing can be something very hard to find. Community with some is rich but can also seem elusive to 
others. 
 In the forward of the book, Parker Palmer says that "Belonging is a lost art up and down the gen-
erational continuum and all of us, no matter what our age, need the lessons in belonging that this 
book’s title promises. What does it mean to belong in 2018? How are we all to be the church? How 
are we all to belong to one another? The church is not a meeting or a building, not something you 
go to – the church is something we are, a living body, a community where  imperfect people can 
fall in love with a perfect God and hopefully help each other become a little better. This book offers 
the lessons in belonging we all need to strengthen our communities and their contributions to the 
world.”
 This class will discuss what it means to belong and explore how we can deepen our sense of be-
longing for our selves and with others.

Living In Christ's Presence
Coed Group
Led by: Carol Brown and Gayle Daniel
Book: Living In Christ’s Presence by Dallas Willard
 In these pages Dallas Willard explores what it means to live well now in light of God's kingdom. 
He reflects on the power of the Trinity in our lives, the meaning of knowledge, the importance of 
spiritual disciplines and much more. Dallas Willard offers poignant thoughts about what it will be like 
to transition into the very presence of Christ in heaven. Each chapter is followed with an illuminating 
dialogue between Dallas Willard and John Ortberg. The book closes with the theme of offering a 
blessing to one another. These reflections are like a gift of grace.

Men's Bible Study
Men's Group
Led by: Jack Metts
Book: the Bible
 For men who want to read and discuss one book of the Bible at a time. Bring a Bible and join these 
men for an hour of study and discussion. 
 This class meets at the home of Jack Metts.  Call the Church Office (252-756-1245) for directions.



Reaching Out
Men's Study Group
Led by: Jim Naves
Book: Reaching Out by Henri Nouwen
 In this book, Henri Nouwen views our spiritual "ascent" as evolving in three movements. 
 The first, from loneliness to solitude, focuses on the spiritual life as it relates to the experience of 
our own selves. 
 The second, from hostility to hospitality, deals with our spiritual life as a life for others. 
 The final movement, from illusion to prayer, offers penetrating thoughts on the most mysterious 
relationship of all: our relationship to God. 
 Throughout, Nouwen emphasizes that the more we understand (and not simply deny) our inner 
struggles, the more fully we will be able to embrace a prayerful and genuine life that is also open to 
others' needs.

Sacred Rhythms
Coed Group
Led by: Carol Brown
Book: Sacred Rhythm by Ruth Haley Barton
Note: this class begins October 17
 Do you long for a deep, fundamental change in your life with God? Do you desire a greater intima-
cy with God? Do you wonder how you might truly live your life as God created you to live it? 
 Spiritual disciplines are activities that open us to God's transforming love and the changes that 
only God can bring about in our lives. Picking up on the monastic tradition of creating a "rule of life" 
that allows for regular space for the practice of the spiritual disciplines, this book takes you more 
deeply into understanding seven key disciplines along with practical ideas for weaving them into 
everyday life.

The Vine
Coed Group
Led by: Laura Morgan
Book: the Bible
 A group of young adults will study the book of Genesis. Bring your Bible to the Gathering Place (in 
the modular units) and we'll read, study, and discuss the context, references, and impact of the first 
book of the Old Testament. No weekly homework required.

Women's Monday Night Bible Study
Women's Group
Led by: Patty Chalovich
Book: Life Principles for Worship from the Tabernacle by Wayne Barber, Eddie Rasnake, and Rick Shep-

herd
Note: this class meets on the 2nd & 4th Mondays 
 beginning September 10



2018 VBS Missions Station Update
 This year the overall VBS Missions Collection was dedicated to-
wards raising money for clean water access in third world countries.  
Money was collected throughout the month of July.  $750 was col-
lected and donated to the organization Charity Water (charitywater.
org).  That is enough money to provide clean water to 25 + people. 
During the Missions station each night the children learned about 
the dangers of unclean water and the great need for clean water 
access around the world. 

One of the VBS stations for 1st - 5th graders each night was the 
Missions Station.  During that station the children worked on the 
following mission projects:

Gifts for Cancer Patients
The children decorated and filled 65 orange and yellow buckets that 
were distributed to patients on the 4th floor of the Cancer Center 
at Vidant. The buckets contained a bottle of water, pack of peanut 
butter crackers, pieces of yellow candy, package of oranges, pad of 
paper, pens, a note of encouragement, a blessing stone, and a word 
search booklet.  The church has received several phone calls and 
handwritten notes from patients who received a bucket as well as 
nurses thanking the church for making the buckets and sharing how 
much of a positive impact they had on the patients. 

Birthday Bag Kits
The groups put together 25 Birthday in a bag kits.  The bags were 
given to Pitt County Schools Social Workers who will share them 
with parents of students who cannot afford a birthday party for their 
child. The bags include a box of cake mix, candles, sprinkles, and 
icing.  

Welcome Kits
25 Welcome kits for new residents at Oakmont Square apartments 
were made. The kit is in a bucket and includes 2 bottles of water, 2 
rolls of toilet paper, 2 packages of crackers, pad of paper and pen, 
micro fiber cleaning rag, several trash bags, 4 dishwasher detergent 
pods, laundry detergent for 4 loads of laundry, and a card to pay for 
the first couple loads of laundry in the community laundry room. 

Water Bottles Notes
In October children at Oakmont will attend the CBFNC Children’s 
Missions Day in Conetoe, NC.  During this event water bottles will be 
collected for volunteers to use while working at the Conetoe Family 
Life Center. During VBS the children wrote notes of encouragement 
on labels that will be put on the water bottles Oakmont donates.  

Oakmont Family,

I want to express my sincere appreciation for 
remembering me with a Love Gift as I just celebrat-
ed 15 years of working here at Oakmont as your 
Facility Manager. I truly count it a privilege to be 
able to serve you and cherish the friendship I have 
experienced from each of you over the years. I look 
forward to continuing to be here with you and look 
forward to hearing from you if I can assist you in any 
manner.

Peace,
Wayne

Dear Oakmont Congregation,

Thank you so much for your generous financial gift, 
encouraging notes and kind words on August 12!  
These last 15 years on staff at Oakmont have been a 
significant journey in our lives.  It has been a privi-
lege to serve with you as we all follow God's leading 
and live out our faith.  Your continued prayers and 
engagement in missions and ministries around us 
are very much appreciated and are a blessing to 
many.

Thanks again.
Jimmie Hughes 

Oakmont Church Family,

Thank you so much for all the cards of appreciation 
and for the love offering that you gave in remember-
ing my 15 years here at Oakmont.  It has been a true 
pleasure to serve you all and such a blessing to work 
at a place that feels so much like family.  I finally got 
to meet many of you that I only hear on the phone.  
Thank you and bless each one of you.

 Sally Pride

To my Oakmont church family,
Thank you for all the notes, expressions of thanks, 
the monetary love gift and your many kind wishes 
shared at my recent 25th Anniversary!  Oakmont 
continues to pour love upon her ministers and I’m 
grateful to have been on the receiving end all these 
many years!  Please accept my heart-felt appreciation 
for who you are and what you mean to me!

Michael



2nd Sunday
of Each Month

following  Both worship sErvicEs
in thE Multi-purposE rooM

2nd Sunday
of Each Month

If you want a quick overview of what Oakmont is all about, 
join us following either worship service and in 9 minutes (or 
less) you’ll get a better understanding of Oakmont—who 
we are, what we believe, and what we do to serve Christ.

Want to know about the



Next gathering will be later this fall.
9:40 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.    and    3:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.

(you should plan to attend morning and afternoon sessions)

details may be found in the 
About Oakmont section of our Web Site

oakmontchurch.com

Oakmont Church Family?

An in-depth look at Oakmont’s history, 
how we connect with other Baptists, 

and how you can serve through 
the ministries of Oakmont.



A lot has 
changed 

in 15+ 
years!

When Oakmont built our sanctuary several years ago, we 
were able to include a lot of cutting edge technology with 
our projectors, cameras, and support equipment.  We have 
repaired and maintained our items as much as possible; 
however, during the last 15 years technology has improved 
and changed so much it is now time to update our obsolete 
equipment.  

Unfortunately, new equipment is expensive!  It will cost 
approximately $100,000 to purchase what we need—this 
includes new projectors and control systems, high definition 
cameras, and improved sound recording equipment for our 
television and internet broadcasts. 

Through generous donations we have been able to offset 
expenses to lower the cost to $100,000. Therefore, we are 
having a special ingathering on October 9th. We hope you 
will consider being a generous giver to support this valuable 
ministry—not only for those who worship in our building, 
but also for those who worship with us electronically.

Technical Ministries Offering Ingathering
October 7th

It’s easy to see that those people who worship 
in our building each week benefit from our 
technical equipment because it provides sound 
reinforcement to allow us to hear clearly, 
projectors so that we can see words to our songs 
and support items with our sermons and special 
emphasis, lighting so we can see clearly.

What may be less obvious is how people who 
cannot come to our building benefit from our 
Technical Ministries.  Those who are local can 
watch our services on Cable Channel 7 or through 
our live streaming.  It also allows Oakmonters 
who may be under the weather or away from 
home to continue to worship with us.  We have 
worship participants from across Pitt County 
and North Carolina and even around the world.

We are also able to provide live streaming our 
special services—such as concerts, parent-child 
dedications, baptisms, and funerals—to allow 
family members who live far away to still 
participate in these significant events.

Who Benefits from Our 
Technical Ministries?



Sympathy

Ben Smith .....................................................June 16, 2018

James, Kelly, Ron, &  
Stan Mills’ mother ........................June 26, 2018

Kay Redd’s father ............................ July 1, 2018

Dee Roberts’ sister 
Sharron Edwards’ aunt .................. July 5, 2018

Amy Hale’s father ......................... July 17, 2018

Brian Fulcher’s mother ................ July 22, 2018

Patty Chalovich’s brother ........ August 1, 2018

Mac James .................................. August 18, 2018

Donna Sugg’s brother .............August 18, 2018

The Oakmont Church Family extends our 
sincere Christian sympathy to the follow-
ing families in the death of their loved one.

Prayer List

Find our current prayer list on our web site in the 
What’s New section.

New Members
Maddie Anderson

Abigail Price
Hadley Pugh

New Arrivals
Wells Gregory Beam

May 14, 2018
Jon & Lauren Beam

Grandparents: Greg & Leslie Rogers 

Dean Page Rogers
May 22, 2018

Philip & Rebekah Rogers
Grandparents: Greg & Leslie Rogers

GriefShare can help individuals find healing and hope by 
sharing the journey of grief with others who have also 
experienced similar loss. 

Weekly this group will discuss the material found in the 
class videos, and the personal workbook. Classes are 90 
minutes.  Facilitator is Becki Orr.

For more information about the group, please 
contact the Church Office.

Our next 13-week session of GriefShare begins 
Monday, September 10 at 6:00 p.m.

All the People
Ministers

Dr. Greg Rogers
Pastor

greg@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Michael McKnight
Minister of Music

michael@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Steve Harding
Minister of Media & Arts

harding@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Amy Andrews
Minister of Youth & College
amy@oakmontchurch.com

Rev. Joshua Breazeale
Minister of Education & Children

joshua@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
Director of Missions

jimmie@oakmontchurch.com

Ms. Lauri Johnson
Pastoral/Music Ministry Secretary

lauri@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Sally Pride
Educational Ministries Secretary

sally@oakmontchurch.com

Mrs. Beverly Butler
Business Administrator

beverly@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Wayne Taylor
Facility Manager

wayne@oakmontchurch.com

Ms. Ruth Allen
Receptionist

ruth@oakmontchurch.com

Mr. Ethan Rogerson
Mr. Roger Peery

Mr. Jimmy Weaver
Mr. Ardell Barr

Sextons

Mrs. Alisa Gilliam
Pianist

Mrs. Karen Meetze
Organist

Mrs. Caroline Bissette
Technical Assistant

Mr. Jim Gilliam
Music Assistant

Mr. Lewis McCormick
Oakmont Community Center  

Coordinator

1100 Red Banks Road 
Greenville, NC 27858

252-756-1245

oakmontchurch.com

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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