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STATION OBJECTIVES
Children will

✹ learn that, when we read the Bible, we can discover what God
expects us to do and be;

✹ examine the Beatitudes and their meaning;

✹ study Christ’s commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves.

STATION SETUP
Prepare a puppet stage and puppets (or puppet making materials) if
you plan to use that activity.

Photocopy the Main Idea, Objectives, Bible Background for Leaders,
Shepherd Tips, and Check Your Facts for each leader and shepherd.
(See pages 3–6.)

WANT TO DO MORE?
Make a border of paper hearts around the entrance to the classroom.

Resources
pages 3–6

Supplies
a puppet stage

and puppets
optional:
border of paper  

hearts

STATION FOCUS
The Bible is the special book of our faith and contains God’s
teachings that help us know how God wants us to live.

SCRIPTURES
Matthew 5:1-12
Matthew 22:37-39
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SAFETY CHECK
❏ The church should be a place of security—a place where children

can count on things and people being reliable.

❏ Each shepherd should know the whereabouts of every child in his
or her group and where to reach parents in case of an emergency.

❏ Make sure the children have plenty of space to move. Remove any
obstacles.

BIBLE STORY (5–10 minutes)

For Younger Children
Hold your Bible open to Matthew 22:37-39.

Ask: Has anyone ever asked you a really hard question?
Has anyone ever asked you a tricky question?

Say: It happened to Jesus sometimes. Once, a Jewish leader tried to
trick Jesus by asking him this question: What is the most
important commandment? Do you know what Jesus said? The

most important commandment is to love God with all
your heart, soul, and mind. Then he said another
commandment is also very important. Do you know
what it is? Jesus says we are to love our neighbors as
we love ourselves.

For Older Children
Say: Play an opposite game. You will say a word, and

the children will response with a word that has
the opposite meaning. For example, if you say,
“hot,” they will say “cold.”

The words are:

mean wrong proud unforgiving

Say: Jesus used words that were much like the ones you just used.

Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 5:1-12.

ACTIVITY OPTIONS
(45–50 minutes)

Choose from the suggested activities as your time and the 
children’s interest allow.
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Resources
Bible

Note
Resources and web-
sites are constantly
changing. Check
www.powerxpress.com
for updates that may
help you in planning.
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Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs

is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they

will inherit the earth.
(Matthew 5:3-5)
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For Younger Children
God Said Amen
Option: Have an older class prepare the puppet show to present to

the younger children.

God Said Amen is a story of two kingdoms. Each has something the
other needs to survive, but pride keeps them apart. The rulers of the
kingdoms cannot compromise, but their servants find a way. Help
the children see the connection between the story and Jesus’ 
commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves.

Read the story to the class.

Ask: Why do you think the two rulers couldn’t share with their 
neighbors?

Why is it hard for us to share what we have?
Why do you think this story is called, “God Said Amen?”
How did God answer the Prince and Princess’ prayers?
Why couldn’t they see the answer?

Invite the children to create stick puppets of the characters in the
story: the two rulers, their two servants, the minstrel, the ostrich
and the crane, vases of oil and water, the two mountain-rulers. They
can also prepare backdrops.

Let the children take turns presenting the puppet show. For 
prereaders, an adult should read the story while the puppeteers 
perform it. For those who can read, you may want to copy the parts
onto index cards.

For Younger Children
A Wacky World
Note: Wacky Wednesday is the story of a child who wakes up one

morning to find that the world is a very crazy place! On each
page, children can look for what is wacky in the illustration.

Say: Jesus wanted people to rethink some of the things they had
always believed. Jesus said we should love God (which wasn’t
new!) but then he said that we should love our neighbor as
ourselves. This was a new rule, and some people thought it
was crazy! Wacky even! What happened to “an eye for an eye”?

Tell part of Wacky Wednesday, asking the children to look for the
problems on each page.

Ask: What if we made our own Wacky Wednesday story?
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Resources
God Said Amen by 
Sandy Eisenberg 
Sasso

Supplies
puppets or puppet-
making materials

Resources
Wacky Wednesday

by Theo LeSeig

STORY
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Ask for two volunteers. Give them one of the scenarios listed below.
Ask them to act out their scene (not trying to be too nice at first!)
until you say “Wacky Wednesday!”

When you say this, they should think of a peaceful, honest way to
end the skit. (Other children may offer suggestions if needed.)

Scenarios:

Two children, one hand-held video game. It belongs to one of you,
but both of you want to play with it.

Mom left two pieces of cake for you and your brother. You ate
both of them before your brother got home from school!

Your friend lost her basketball game, and she feels terrible. You
won your game, and you feel great about it.

You and your sister told your mom a small fib. You really do
know how the lamp got broken.

For Younger Children
What’s in a Word?
Say: There’s a lot to remember in the Beatitudes, so we’re going to

take a look at some of the important words. This game will
help us think about what these words sound and feel like!

Instruct the children to stand in a circle.

Give an example of how to play the game.

Say: Let’s pretend the word is “huge.” I will take one step into the
circle and say the word “huge” with a big, booming voice. I will
also stretch up tall to pretend to be “huge.” When I step back
into the circle, the person beside me will step into the circle
and copy me by repeating the word and motion. We will do this
all the way around the circle. 

Practice with the words “hot” or “cold,” letting different children take
turns creating the voice and action.

Play the game using any or all of these words from the Beatitudes:
humble, heaven, sad, comfort, gentle, earth, hungry or thirsty, full,
forgive, good, God, bully (persecute).

Do not let the game go on too long. If the students want to play
again, ask them to help you name the opposites of some of the
words in the previous game. (Avoid using the opposites of heaven
and God.) Give each child an opportunity to lead the game.
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Talk Tips
How can you try 
to live one of the
Beatitudes this 
week? 
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For Older Children
Name That Bible Story!
This exercise will enable students to make connections between the
Beatitudes and other stories or events from Jesus’ life.

Ask for a volunteer.

Take the volunteer out to the hall so that the other children cannot
hear.

Show the Beatitude card (page 77) to the volunteer. Then give that
person the Bible story match and the related clue card 
(pages 78– 79).

The student will re-enter the room and read the Beatitude to the rest
of the class. Then this person will read the clues, one at a time,
while the rest of the children try to guess the right story or event
from Jesus’ life. 

When the correct answer is given, ask the children to briefly describe
the story or event.

The child who guesses correctly takes the next turn. 

Tell the children that, once they have had a turn to answer correctly,
they should not guess again until others have had an opportunity.

If this game is too difficult, post a list of titles on the newsprint or
chalkboard. Children will then be able to choose from this list. Tell
them that they can only make a guess if they know what the story is
about; they can’t just call out the list of stories.

For Older Children
Beatitude Dude 
Prepare
Create a costume for “Beatitude Dude.” Make a cape from felt,
burlap, or even a large garbage bag with the letters “B. D.” on the
back. Beatitude Dude will also need a mask (like a “superhero”
would wear) and a Bible to carry, and should be dressed crazily
(mismatched clothing or shoes, for example).

Photocopy the script “Beatitude Dude to the Rescue” (page 80–82).

With the Children
In this skit, children will find themselves in situations where they
need help. Beatitude Dude is a “superhero” who flies in to “save the
day” with Beatitude advice.

Note: This could also be used as a puppet show.

Resources
Bibles
page 77–79

Supplies
newsprint/marker or 

chalkboard/chalk

Resources
Bible
page 80–82

Supplies
Beatitude Dude 

costume
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Resources
Sign & Say: Bible

Verses for Children

CLOSING (5–10 minutes)

Ask: How many of you are learning to speak a second language?

Do any of you know sign language?

Teach the signs for the Scriptures below. The directions to sign

Matthew 5:9 can be found on pages 20-21 of Sign & Say: Bible

Verses for Children. Deuteronomy 6:5 can be found on pages 8-9

of Sign & Say: Bible Verses for Children.

Sign the Scriptures together.

“Blessed are the peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9).

“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with

all your soul, and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5).

Close with a prayer asking God’s help in living by the Beatitudes

in the week to come.
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Blessed are the poor
in spirit (humble).
The Prodigal Son (Luke
15:11-24); Zacchaeus (Luke
19:1-9)

Blessed are the pure
in heart.
The Widow’s Offering
(Mark 12: 41-44); The Boy
Jesus at the Temple (Luke
2:41-51)

Blessed are you
when you are 
persecuted for my
sake.
The Death of John the
Baptist (Matthew 14:9-10)

Blessed are those
who hunger and
thirst for righteous-
ness.
Jesus Overturns the Tables
at the Temple (Luke 19:45-46)

Blessed are those
who mourn.
Mary at the Tomb 
(John 20:11-18).

Blessed are the 
merciful.
Turn the Other Cheek
(Matthew 5:39)

Blessed are the
meek (gentle). 
Jesus Washes the Disciples’
Feet (John 13:3-5)

Blessed are the
peacemakers.
The Parable of the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37);
The Triumphal Entry
(Matthew 21:1-11)

STORY
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The Prodigal Son 
(The Forgiving Father)

I’m a son from a story that Jesus
told.

I left home early to seek my fortune.

I lost all my money and ended up 
eating with the pigs.

When I came home my father gave 
me a party. He forgave me and 
welcomed me home.

Zacchaeus

I’m a man.

I was a tax collector with few friends.

I wanted to see Jesus, but had a bit
of a problem.

I finally decided to climb a tree so
that I could see Jesus.

Jesus came to my house for a meal!

Mary at the Tomb 
(Mary Speaking)

I’m a woman.

I was a close friend to Jesus.

When Jesus died I was very sad.

I went to the tomb, but Jesus’ body
was not there.

When I couldn’t find Jesus, I began to
cry.

Someone spoke to me. It was Jesus.

Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet
(Jesus Speaking)

This is something I did for the disciples
during the last week of my life.

The place where we gathered is now
called the Upper Room.

Right after I did this, we celebrated
the Passover feast together.

I had a basin of water and a towel.

I washed the disciples feet. 

Peter Walks on Water

I was one of the disciples.

The other disciples and I were in a
boat on the sea of Galilee.

A storm came up and we were afraid.

Jesus came to us, walking on the
water.

I called to Jesus and asked him if I
could walk to him on the water.

Do you know what happened next?
Do you know who I am?

Jesus Overturns the 
Tables at the Temple

My name is Jesus.

This is one of the only times you saw
me get angry.

I was unhappy about something that
was happening at the Temple.

I wanted people to remember what the
Temple was for.

What did I do?
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Turn the Other Cheek

This is a message Jesus taught.

People used to say an “eye for an eye.”

This message was the opposite.  

Jesus said, “if someone strikes you on
the right cheek, you should
_______________.  (turn the other
cheek)

The Widow’s Offering

I never met Jesus, but he told a story
about me.

I was a widow woman.

Wealthy people went to the temple to
give money.

I didn’t have much money to give, but
I loved God very much.

Do you know what I did?

The Boy Jesus at the Temple

This is a story of when I was a boy.

When I was twelve I was old enough
to go the temple with my parents for
my first Passover.

When my parents left, I stayed
behind.

I needed to be at my Father’s house.

Do you know who I am?

The Good Samaritan

This is a story that Jesus told.

In the story, a person gets harmed by
robbers.

Three people pass him by without
helping him.

Finally, someone stops to help him.
He is a person from another country.

Do you know the name of this story?

Palm Sunday

This is an event that happened in the
last week of my life.

I was welcomed into Jerusalem.

I did not ride a horse.

People shouted “hosanna” as I
approached.

Do you know who I am and what this
day is called?

The Death of John the Baptist

I was Jesus’ cousin.

I preached to the people, telling them
that Jesus was coming.

Herod, the ruler, was afraid of me.

He had me killed.

Do you know who I am?

STORY
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Characters:  
Beatitude Dude (can be a girl or boy,
for younger classes you may want to
enlist a youth or adult to play this role)

Ben (or Brittany) “I’m the Best”
Baker (humble)

Teresa (or Todd) “Looking for
Trouble” Turner (peaceful)

Craig (or Kate) “The Cruel” Creavey
(merciful)

Maria (or Marcus) “The Mournful”
Mendez (mourn)

Raphael (or Rachel) “The Rough”
Randall (gentleness)

Dennis (or Deanna) “The Dishonest”
Davis (justice)

Other children as needed

Props: basketball, books, lunch trays

Scene 1: The School Playground 

(Ben and Teresa enter.)

Ben: The boys get the basketball
today, Teresa.

Teresa: No way! You guys had it two
days in a row. It’s the girls turn.

Ben: Why do girls need the basketball
anyway? You’re a bunch of wimps.

Teresa: I’ll take you on, Ben. Come
on. One on one. The one who scores
10 goals first wins and gets the ball.  

Ben: You’ll regret this, Teresa. No one
beats me. I’m the best. I’m the best.
I’m the best! (Struts around, bragging.)

Teresa: We’ll see, Ben. (She pushes
Ben, trying to knock him over.)

(Beatitude Dude enters.)

Beatitude Dude: Chill, guys! What’s
up?

Ben: Who are you? Does your mother
know you’re dressed like that?

Beatitude Dude: Never mind the 
outfit. I’m Beatitude Dude! Now what’s
going on here?

Ben: Teresa’s afraid to take me on in a
game of basketball—which I can 
understand since I’m the best in the
school. She’s so brave; she shoved me!

Teresa: It’s the girls turn for the 
basketball. The girls NEVER get the
ball. The boys are jerks.

Beatitude Dude: Guys, you need to
hear some words from the Bible. Ben,
Jesus said, “Blessed are the humble,
for they will receive what God has
promised.” Teresa, Jesus said,
“Blessed are those who work for peace,
for they will be called God’s children.”

Ben: So? I don’t get it.

Teresa: Hey stuffing for brains, he’s
trying to tell me not to go looking for
trouble, and he’s trying to tell you to
eat a little humble pie.

Beatitude Dude: I didn’t exactly say it
that way, but I think you understand.
You two go off and see if you can find a
solution to your problem. And look to
the Beatitudes for help! Gotta go, I’m
sensing trouble in the cafeteria!

(Everyone exits.)

Beatitude Dude to the Rescue!
by Cathy Hoop
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Scene 2:  The School Cafeteria

(Maria and Craig are seated at a table
alone.)

Craig: Stop crying in your chips,
Maria. Get over it.

Maria: It’s your fault we have to sit at
this table. I never get in trouble. What
am I going to tell my Mom and Dad?

Craig: Tell them you were crying like a
baby because you got in trouble. Geez,
you cry more than anyone I’ve ever
seen.

Maria: The movie was really sad.
Didn’t it make you sad when the dog
died at the end?

Craig: Not really. Who cares? Anyway,
it’s just a dumb old dog, and it wasn’t
even real!

(Maria cries harder.)

Craig: What are you crying about now?

Maria: I’m crying because I’m sad for
you. You don’t have any feelings for
anyone or anything.

(Beatitude Dude enters.)

Beatitude Dude: Maria, Craig, what’s
up?

Craig: Whoa, I don’t know who you
are, but I really don’t want to be seen
with a geek like you! Do your friends
let you dress like that?

Maria: Ignore him. He’s mean to 
everyone. (Starts crying.)

Beatitude Dude: What’s the matter,
did he hurt your feelings again?

Maria: No, I’m just so sad that you
don’t have any other clothes to wear.
Maybe we can get you something a 
little less . . . odd.

Beatitude Dude: Sighs. Well, anyway,
why do you have to sit over here?

Craig: Where do you want me to start?
Brian forgot to pay me back for the
lunch money he owed me, so I
punched him.

Beatitude Dude: (Sarcastically) Great
solution there, Craig. What about you,
Maria?

Craig: “Soggy” couldn’t stop crying
after the poor doggy died in the movie,
so the teacher sent her over here to get
a grip.

Beatitude Dude: You two need to hear
what Jesus had to say. Maria, Jesus said,
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.” Craig, Jesus also
said, “Blessed are the merciful for they
will receive mercy.”

Maria: Thanks, Beatitude Dude. I’ll
have to tell my teacher! Craig, you 
better get your act together. Somehow I
can’t imagine you learning how to
understand or forgive someone… But,
there’s always hope.

Craig: Hey!

Beatitude Dude: Gotta go. Trouble’s
brewing on the bus.

(Everyone exits.)

Scene 3: The school bus

(Raphael and Dennis, with other 
students, on the bus.)

Dennis: Okay, who’s going to offer to
do my homework?

Raphael: Shut up, Dennis! You’re so
stupid. If you weren’t so stupid you
could do it yourself.

Dennis: It’s none of your business, but
I come from a brilliant family. My
brother’s in medical school.
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Bible Teachings



82 Permission granted to photocopy for local church use. © 2002 Abingdon Press.   PowerXpress!® Bible Experience Stations®

Student 1: You don’t even have a
brother!

Raphael: Maybe your “brother” got all
the brains.

Student 2: Why don’t both of you take
it easy?  

Dennis: Intelligent idea. And since
you’re so bright, why don’t you do my
homework! (hands him his books) Math
and science tonight. English tomorrow.

Student 3: No one wants to do your
homework for you, Dennis.

Dennis: Sure they do, and I think you
want to let me copy off of you during
Monday’s quiz.

(Beatitude Dude enters.)

Beatitude Dude: HEY! Everybody
freeze. Please. Now listen, and listen
carefully. My name is Beatitude Dude.
First, don’t make any comments on the
outfit. Second, Dennis, you need to
take a look at your life, man. God calls
us to be fair. As Jesus said in the
Beatitudes, “Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for justice, for they
will receive it.” Cheating and lying are
not a fair way to live. Think about it.

Dennis: What’s it to you?

Beatitude Dude: Does your stomach
ever hurt when you cheat? Do you feel
angry inside? You’ll feel a lot better
about yourself if you stop cheating.
Instead of making one of those other
kids do your work, ask them to help you
study. And Raphael, tone it down.
Jesus said, “Blessed are the gentle for
the kingdom of heaven belongs to
them.”

Raphael: Yeah, well, let me gently ask
you if you’ve ever thought of getting
some new clothes?

Beatitude Dude: (Looks in Bible for a
minute.) There it is! I don’t need new
clothes! Listen to this: “Blessed are
those who are teased and mocked for
Jesus’ sake, for there is a great reward
for them.” So there!

(Ben, Teresa, Craig and Maria enter.)

Ben, Teresa, Craig and Maria:
Beatitude Dude!

Raphael & Dennis: You know this
guy?

Ben: Yeah. He dresses kind of weird,
but he’s not so bad.

Beatitude Dude: What?

Teresa: We looked up the Beatitudes in
Matthew 5 and we found one more: “God
blesses those whose hearts are pure, for
they will see God.”

Craig: It reminded us of you, Dude.

Maria: Thanks, B.D.

Beatitude Dude: Thanks, guys. I’ll 
forgive you for all the comments about
my costume.

(As they walk off, you can hear them
saying:)

Ben: “Blessed are the merciful!”

Teresa: You want to play some ball?

Maria: “Blessed are the peacemakers.”

(Everyone exits.)
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