50 years ago,
the charter members could not have
imagined where Oakmont is today.
Today,
we cannot imagine what God has
planned for us.
In honor of our fiftieth anniversary,
we present

50 Things to Love About Oakmont
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Founding the Church:
God’s Oakmont Idea

The charter members of Oakmont Baptist
Church, the majority of whom lived on the
southern fringe of Greenville bordering Greenville Boulevard, had been active members of
The Memorial Baptist Church in downtown
Greenville. By the mid-1950s this church
was so overcrowded that it was forced to turn
away many potential churchgoers on a regular
basis. A small group of concerned members
met informally at the home of Kenneth and
Eleanor Mercer in March 1964 to ponder
the space problem at Memorial. After some
discussion Dr. Robert Holt suggested that
they should organize a new church to serve
the southern portion of the city. The group
immediately adopted the idea and a plan began
to take form to move forward without delay.
On the afternoon of April 26 the prospective
congregation met in Rawl Auditorium on the
East Carolina College campus and a motion to
establish a new Missionary Baptist Church was

unanimously adopted. A church covenant was
adopted, Articles of Faith were presented, Rev.
E. Gordon Conklin of First Baptist Church in
Kinston delivered the sermon, and Rev. Tommy
Payne of First Baptist Church, Robersonville,
led in the prayer of dedication. The new church
had no name, no building, no pastor, but the
congregation had a whole world of faith.
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1966: Building the
Original Sanctuary

Forty-two individuals from eleven families
constituted the charter membership for the
“New Baptist Church.” The membership was
rich in experienced leaders and two ordained
ministers from their number (Dr. Robert L.
Holt and Prof. F. Milan Johnson) volunteered
to serve as ministers on a rotating basis until a
pastor could be employed. For several months
Sunday school and worship services were held
in the Rawl Building at East Carolina until
October 25, when the congregation was forced
to move to much larger space in ‘Old Austin’
Building.

During May 1964 the Building and Site Committee purchased a 7.08 acre tract of land on
unpaved Red Banks Road south of the city and
on June 17, 1964 the congregation unanimously voted to name the new church The Oakmont
Baptist Church. From the beginning, church
leaders envisioned a five-stage construction
program with the first stage consisting of a fellowship hall that could be used temporarily as
a sanctuary to serve 350 persons. The structure
would also include Sunday school classrooms
to accommodate 300 attendees, a
kitchen, parlor and church offices.
On April 24, 1966, the groundbreaking service was held and
construction began in August of
that year. The first morning worship service was held in the new
sanctuary on October 15, 1967,
and the building was formally
dedicated on April 28, 1968.
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Charter
Members

Dan M. Barton
Melva Barton
Barbara Berryman
Dottie Berryman
Helen S. Berryman
Henry Berryman
Daniel James Cain
Mrs. Keith Downing Cain
W. Ed Cain
William E. Cain, Jr.
Betty Lee Carr
E. R. (Pete) Carraway
Ernest Carraway
Grace Carraway
Robert Carraway
Sylvia Carraway [Fuller]
Donna Cain Graham
Gay Haigwood
Mary Gay Haigwood
T. J. Haigwood
Becky Holt
Claire Holt
Jim Holt
Robert Holt
Susan Holt
Mrs. W. G. Holt
Lucy W. Humphrey
Elizabeth Pate Johnson
F. Milan Johnson
Eleanor Mercer
Kenneth H. Mercer
Ed E. Rawl, Jr.
Eddie Rawl
Josephine L. Rawl
Josie White Rawl
Frances C. Tyson
Vernon Tyson
W. Vernon Tyson, Jr.
Lilly Weaver
A. B. Whitley, Jr.
Ida C. Whitley

Our Former Pastors

Reverend Tommy Payne

In May 1964 the congregation of Oakmont
Baptist Church voted to
call the Reverend Tommy
J. Payne as its first pastor.
Reverend Payne was
born in Cherokee, NC
to missionary parents
who were serving on the
Indian reservation there.
He had graduated from Carson Newman College
and Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
before becoming pastor of First Baptist Church of
Robersonville. Reverend Payne was also a trustee
of Campbell College, a member of the Committee
on Nominations for the Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina, and chairman of the missions committee for the South Roanoke Baptist Association.
Before assuming his duties at Oakmont, Rev. Payne
and his family spent the spring and early summer on
a tour of the Holy Land.
Rev. Payne was a man of great enthusiasm who was highly capable as the promoter and
motivator. These talents served Oakmont well
during its formative years. The congregation grew
rapidly, in part because the leadership encouraged
an open forum wherein the members could express
themselves and be partners in deciding the direction
of the church. The membership included conservatives, moderates, and liberals, but they all believed
in the open discussion of issues and the democratic
principle of majority rule. This allowed them to
debate, vote, and move on to
the next question. The pastor
encouraged the congregation to
pursue an inclusive policy, which
would welcome all races and
encourage an interdenominational
mission approach to the search
for truth. He was totally devoted
to a church where “the mind can
search for truth…and where the
brotherhood of mankind is a way
of life.”

When the congregation was first formed
there had been an agreement that all families would
tithe and with eleven families in the church they
could pay the salary for the pastor. As the
congregation grew, this tenant was not honored on
an ongoing basis. By 1971 it appeared that few
members beyond the original charter members
were practicing the tithe. As a result, funding for a
growing church with all the additional expenditures
necessary lagged farther and farther behind. A
concern developed that changes in the leadership
would be necessary if the church was to survive and
thrive. On March 14, 1971, Rev. Payne resigned
to be effective May 15. He subsequently served as
pastor of Pactolus Baptist Church.

Reverend E. Gordon Conklin

On October 10, 1971,
the Reverend E. Gordon
Conklin was called as
the second pastor. A
native of Rockville,
Maryland, Rev. Conklin
was a veteran minister
with broad experience. A
graduate of the University of Richmond and the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Rev.
Conklin had served as pastor of Memorial Baptist
Church in Williamston and First Baptist Church in
Kinston. He had delivered the inaugural sermon
at the organizational meeting of the infant church
in 1964, but he was not prepared for the financial
dilemma facing Oakmont seven years later. Much
of his effort throughout his tenure at Oakmont had

When the church was first built, 7 acres seemed so large.

to be devoted to bringing financial stability and long-term strength to the
church. The congregation was delighted with the new pastor’s services.
One congregant, writing soon after his arrival, commented, “Gordon is
doing a splendid job. It is wonderful to hear real messages on Sunday
morning and to feel that the business of the church is in capable and
dedicated hands.”
The new pastor initiated the wearing of ministerial robes during services and introduced the “Communion in the Round” concept to
the church. Ice cream socials became a regular summer activity, Chrismon trees became part of Christmas services, Maundy Thursday services
lead up to Easter, and Christmas Eve services became a highly successful
addition to Christmas worship. One of Rev. Conklin’s personal concerns
was the lack of a steeple for the church sanctuary. Without funds to support such an undertaking, charter members A.B. and Ida Whitley came
to the pastor’s aid and provided the money for the construction of the
steeple.
Rev. Conklin was deeply concerned with the controversies that
began to beset the Baptist denomination during the 1970s. Conservative elements within the Southern Baptist Convention and the Baptist
State Convention began to demand changes within the denomination. To
better inform the congregation on doctrinal issues, Rev. Conklin taught
a study on Baptist Doctrine. Dr. Cecil Sherman, president of the Baptist
State Convention of North Carolina, warned that an element in the
denomination was using the issue of inerrancy of the Bible to claim that
only conservatives believe in the Bible. Rev. Conklin urged the church
deacons to keep themselves informed on the issues facing the denomination, as it would have a direct bearing on the church’s future.
By the mid-1980s Rev. Conklin began to suffer from health
problems and on April 25, 1986, he announced his retirement effective
July 31. After his retirement he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease
and his health continued to deteriorate until his death on June 19, 1996.
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Fellowship Hall & Educational
Space Expansion

By 1984 the original facility completed during 1967 was totally inadequate for the growing congregation and a building committee was
reactivated to explore the current building needs. Mobile units were
purchased to meet the immediate needs for classroom space and the
building committee worked on plans for a new sanctuary, classrooms and
offices. In 1987 the building committee decided that a new educational
wing should become the top priority and the sanctuary plans should be
postponed until Phase III of the
master plan. Fundraising got underway through a “Together We Build”
campaign, an architectural firm
began work, and by 1992 the construction plan was unveiled. The
plan called for a new fellowship hall
that would seat 250 people, twelve
new classrooms, a drive-through
carport, seventy-seven new parking
spaces, and extensive landscaping. In all, the construction would
be double the original facility. The
new addition was completed during
the spring on 1993 and occupied on
April 17. Within days of dedicating
the new educational facilities, the
deaconate began to discuss plans for
a new sanctuary.
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New Worship Center

Oakmont enjoyed phenomenal
growth during the 1990s, which
brought on a critical need for a new sanctuary.
The church membership increased by 300%
between 1986 and 1998 and three worship services became necessary soon after mid-decade.
In 1995 a Preliminary Sanctuary Study Committee recommended the construction of a sanctuary with a seating capacity of between 750
and 1,000 persons. A new building committee
was formed and a TWB fundraising program
was undertaken. Fundraising programs continued, architects and contractors were selected,
and a groundbreaking ceremony was held on
April 29, 2001.

When the worship center complex
was completed in 2003, it contained almost
28,000 square feet of space with a seating capacity in the sanctuary for almost 1,000 people.
The entire worship center complex cost a total
of $5.7 million, of which the church only had to
borrow $2.9 million. In addition
to the new sanctuary and baptistry,
the new addition featured a
balcony, spacious
narthex, three
classrooms, choir
practice room,
music library,
drama room,
prayer room,
bride’s room, rest
rooms, an audiovideo room, and a
prayer garden.
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Oakmont Square
Apartments

Who would have ever guessed that a cityrequired fence would have been the genesis for
a church purchasing an apartment complex? Or
that an Oakmont member’s friendship from his
previous Dunn, North Carolina pastorate would
have cemented a relationship between our
church and the apartment owners?
Dr. Greg Rogers, Oakmont’s pastor,
first met Don Wellons in 1993 when the
fellowship hall and educational wing additions
were being completed. Don’s parents, John and
Alma Wellons, owned neighboring Oakmont
Square Apartments. Greenville city code at that
time required a fence between the two properties as a part of our building project. Both
the church and the Wellons family, however,
thought a landscaping area made more aesthetic
and safety sense. The city listened and the
landscaping area that divides the church and
apartments was created and still exists today.
Less than a decade later in 2002,
Oakmont member and retired pastor, Rev. Ed
Walker, took Dr. Rogers to Dunn to meet John
Wellons. Both Rev. Walker and Dr. Rogers
shared a vision with Mr. Wellons of the church
acquiring the property for possible future
expansion, as well as for missional purposes in
our community. Conversation continued during
the next several years with the Wellons family
about selling the apartments to the church.
The Diaconate, in the fall of 2005, debated the
merits of the church acquiring the property,
eventually declining to make an official recommendation to the church to purchase the apartment complex. The Wellons family, having
promised the church the first right of refusal on
the property, informed Oakmont leaders in early
2007 that a buyer had made an offer on two of
their Greenville properties, one of which was
Oakmont Square Apartments. After numerous
Diaconate and congregational discussion and
prayer meetings in the spring of 2007, Oakmont
purchased both properties on August 1, 2007.
On that same day, the church sold the other
apartment complex to another buyer. The final
cost of a property valued at that time at $3.2
million, with a tax value of $2.4 million, was
$1.5 million, thanks to a generous gift from the
Wellons family. The journey of an almost 15
year friendship between the Wellons family and
Oakmont had now yielded a God-sized task for
our congregation.
It wasn’t until early 2011 that congregational leaders clarified the future vision for
the apartments. Through congregational coaching led in late 2010 by Eddie Hammett, church
and clergy coach for the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of North Carolina (CBFNC), the
church developed a vision of utilizing the apartments as a hub of ministry in our community,
focusing on affordable housing and support to
at-risk families and the working poor, senior

adults, and college students, ministering to their
spiritual, medical, educational, and vocational
needs.
By the end of 2011, the church took
even more dramatic action—a call to the Rev.
Layne Rogerson as Oakmont Community Center Minister and, through a three year, $45,000
grant from CBFNC, a call to Mr. Lawrence
Powers as College Ministry Intern. During
the next three years, Oakmont would offer a
monthly Medical Clinic on Sunday afternoons
staffed by Oakmont and community medical
providers, nurses, and other volunteers, an
Oakmont Christian Job Corps ministry, a Tuesday evening meal for homeless persons in our
community, literacy and tutoring for elementary, middle school, and high school students,
and create an Intentional College Community
housed at the apartments.
And it all occurred because of a fence
and a friendship.
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1400 Red Banks
Road

It was the year that a solution emerged to a
challenge the church had been facing for many
years. While we now had plenty of worship
space in our 64,000 square foot facility, our
educational space had been inadequate and
stretched to capacity for years.
Many people simply were not aware
of the packed rooms on Sunday morning for our
three Sunday Schools, Sunday nights for youth
ministry and other team meetings, and Wednesday nights for missions, music, and small discipleship groups for all ages. With few options
for building at our current site with high dollar
consequences, many Oakmont leaders sensed
God literally had dropped an opportunity once
again right in our laps in January 2013—the
purchase of a 9,000 square foot, 5.5 acre property less than a half a mile down Red Banks
Road from our current campus. Once again our
church went into prayer and discernment mode,
asking if God was leading us to purchase what
initially had been Holy Trinity United Methodist Church many years ago. Was it coincidence
or providence that our sanctuary loan would be
paid for by the end of 2013? Was it coincidence
or providence that our Medical Clinic needed
more space for their work? Was it coincidence
or providence that our youth ministry and
Oakmont Christian Job Corps needed dedicated
space for their ministry? The property was
purchased at a cost of $407,500 on December
30, 2013, thanks to the generosity of its owners who believed this land and building could
benefit and bless the church for years to come.
The renovation of the building is projected to be
completed by the summer 2014, ready for use
by these groups and perhaps countless more in
our church and community.
Coincidence or providence? You
decide.

50 Things to Love About Oakmont
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Doctor Greg Rogers

When 40 charter members followed
God’s leading to begin Oakmont
Baptist Church in Greenville, they unknowingly changed the life of a young
man growing up in Raleigh.
Oakmont became the first church
to give Greg Rogers an opportunity to
serve, offering him a summer youth
minister’s position in 1976 after his
freshman year at North Carolina
State University. A decade later, after
graduating from Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary and serving
three years as Oakmont’s minister of
education, he became the third pastor in the church’s 50-year history.
But what Oakmont gave to Greg goes beyond a career in
ministry. The church provided the connection with the woman he would
marry. It was at Oakmont that Greg met Leslie, his wife of 35 years.
For Greg, who celebrated his 30th anniversary with the church in 2013,
Oakmont is personal. Oakmont is family.
Nearly two-thirds of his life has been spent wrapped up in this
congregation. He has been at Oakmont long enough to see its members
grow up, get married and have children and grandchildren.
Oakmont is where his children, Phillip and Lauren, grew up
and where Greg experienced personal growth and development of his
own. He completed his Doctor of Ministry degree from Southeastern
Seminary in 1990 and went on to serve on the Board of Directors for
the Baptist State Convention and served six years on the Coordinating
Council for Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina, including
two years as moderator.
In his tenure at Oakmont, Greg has seen has seen other kinds
of growth as well. Not only has the church grown to include some 1,300
resident members; it has in the last decade built a new sanctuary and
purchased neighboring apartments. All the while, Oakmont has sought to
become a more missional church, supporting short-term and long-term
missionaries abroad and launching new missions projects locally, including an after-school program, a monthly medical clinic and a weekly meal
for the homeless.
For Greg, one of the most critical areas of growth has been in
personal, spiritual growth, including his own. He considers 1997 to have
been a turning point in his faith and ministry. It was during a sabbatical
that he realized he had put time and energy into other people’s spiritual
lives but had begun to neglect his own.
Today, Greg leads a weekly spiritual formation group for men,
and he encourages members to practice spiritual disciplines that will help
lead them to mature in their faith. He also frequently urges the congregation to practice keeping the Sabbath and has led the church to establish
a Sabbath Sunday each month to give members a chance to be free from
afternoon and evening church commitments so they can simply rest.
Still, as Oakmont marks its 50th anniversary, Greg and other
church leaders have not been content for the church to rest on its past
success. The church, which paid off its sanctuary mortgage at the end of

2013, has purchased new property on Red Banks Road to allow room for
some of its ministries to grow. The church is also expanding into new
areas of outreach, including Christian Women’s Job Corps.
Greg recently became an associate certified coach through the
International Coach Federation, training that is designed to enable him to
guide other individuals and congregations as they seek to live out God’s
calling.
After more than three decades of ministry, Greg still feels
called to serve at Oakmont. He is grateful that God has allowed him to
become deeply rooted in a place he deeply loves.
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Reverend Beth Thompson

Like Oakmont’s founders, Associate
Pastor Beth Thompson has discovered
in her faith journey that God truly does
more than she could have asked or
imagined.
Brought up in Smithfield, Beth
never would have imagined that God’s
call would lead her to 20 years of
ministry in Greenville, the place where
she was born. Early in life, Beth never
imagined God would call her into ministry at all. Beth’s grandfather had been
a Baptist minister, but there were no
women in ministry in the small church
Beth and her family attended. But when she felt God calling her into
ministry, she stepped out in faith, not sure where she was going. Those
steps took her to Campbell University and later to Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary, where she received undergraduate and graduate
degrees in religious education. Some people wondered aloud if Beth
might be preparing to be a pastor’s wife, rather than becoming a minister
herself.
Following graduation and marriage, Beth served as a minister
of youth, education and outreach in Roanoke, Va., and later ministered
in churches in Florida, Georgia and North Carolina before coming to
Greenville.
Though women’s roles in the church remain controversial in some denominations, Beth has avoided making gender a divisive issue in hopes
that her ministry would not be defined by her being female but by her
being faithful.
Beth has found God to be faithful through every turn of her
life and ministry. After their only son, Bo, was killed in a car wreck in
2005, God gave Beth and her husband, Tommy, the strength to live out
the words of 2 Corinthians 1:4, to “comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God.”
Beth served for more than a decade as Oakmont’s minister of
education before becoming associate pastor in 2005. Among her primary
roles and one of her greatest joys in ministry is to help others discover
their own personal journeys with God and the life he has in store for
them.
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Reverend Michael McKnight

Oakmont Minister of Music Michael McKnight has been a team player all his life,
whether on the court or on the bench.
Growing up in Knoxville, Tenn., he learned
to play basketball as well as piano and cello.
By the time he was in middle school, he
already was serving as a church pianist, a
job he kept all through his college years as a
piano major at the University of Tennessee.
But when Michael went solo to the
University of Southern California, God began
to orchestrate changes in his life. While
working with a small church’s music and
youth programs, Michael accepted an invitation to accompany the pastor
to Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. Though he had only completed a semester of graduate school at the time, he was sure God was
calling him to leave Los Angeles for San Francisco to attend seminary
at Golden Gate. He did not understand exactly the way that God was
leading, but in the words of one of his favorite verses, Proverbs 3:5-6,
Michael trusted God to direct his path.
After two years of seminary, God’s path led Michael back
to Tennessee to become a minister of music and youth at Robertsville
Baptist Church in Oak Ridge. It was there that he married Donna, and
together they moved to First Baptist in Kingsport, where he spent eight
years leading youth and youth choirs.
When he came to Oakmont more than two decades ago, Michael again
served dual roles — music and youth. By the time his children, Ryan and
Stacey, grew into the youth program, Oakmont had grown large enough
to add a youth minister, enabling Michael to focus on the music ministry.
Today, Michael not only directs the Chancel Choir but also
the JOY Singers senior adult choir, children’s and preschool choirs,
and vocal ensemble Highest Praise. He still enjoys playing for others
and spends time on the piano bench as accompanist for J.H. Rose High
School’s vocal ensembles.
A few times a week, he plays recreational men’s basketball at
the nearby Drew Steele Center, where he encourages his teammates on
the court to join him at church.
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Reverend Stephen Harding

Shakespeare once wrote, “All the world’s a
stage, and all the men and women merely
players: They have their exits and their
entrances; And one man in his time plays
many parts…” This is a familiar quote for
Steve as taught English at ECU and PCC
before becoming Minister of Media and Arts
at Oakmont. It is also an appropriate quote
for Steve as he has held many roles at Oakmont before including temporary secretary,
organist, and interim Director of Music.
Steve is no stranger to the stage as he works
with our own Revelation Players, children’s musicals, as well as several
local community theatre groups. He has performed at ECU and with the
Message of Easter at Piney Grove Baptist Church where he was Youth
Minster. Steve has had the opportunity to travel many places through
his work with the Baptist Student Union, summer mission positions, and
mission trips to Moldova.
In many ways, our sanctuary, buildings, publications, band
web sites are “stages” Steve designs to help lead us in worship and keep
the congregation informed of the ministry opportunities at Oakmont.
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Reverend Amy Andrews

When Amy was a youth at Mt. Carmel
United Methodist Church in Reidsville, NC,
she never envisioned she would one day be a
youth and college minister at a Baptist church
in eastern North Carolina. Amy has a heart
for students and desires to see young people
begin a journey of their own with God. Amy
is a Wolfpack girl and a Campbell Camel at
heart, loves to settle in with a book for fun
and drinks lots of strong coffee. She loves
running with ORuBO runners, travels a ton
for both work and play, and is most at peace
on the backpacking trail.
Amy and her husband Craig have two daughters, Abby and
Ava, and two black labs, Ellie and Mollie.
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Reverend Joshua Breazeale

God began to prepare Joshua for a full time
call to Christian ministry as a youth at First
Baptist Hickory and during his years as a
student at NC State. As a Landscape Horticulture Major Joshua was learning about
cultivating plants. God had other plans for
Joshua and now as a Minister of Education
and Children he is cultivating people through
christian education. Joshua’s interest in and
love for Christian Education was cultivated
as a student at Campbell University Divinity
School. Joshua is married to his wife Jessica
and is the father of Jacob and Josiah. His love for his family extends to
his love for his church family. His role as Minister to Children allows
him to partner with and encourage other families along the journey of
spiritual formation both at church and at home.
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Mrs. Jimmie Hughes
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Mr. Lawrence Powers

Jimmie would never have imagined that God
was calling her to serve on staff as Director
of Missions at Oakmont in 2003 when Greg
Rogers made a visit to her home. She and
her husband (and high school sweetheart)
David have been blessed with two children,
Nathan and Lindsay. Missions is her passion
and it really began as a teenager when she
served as a summer missionary in Mexico.
Serving on mission teams to Alaska, New
York, Washington, D.C., Canada, and Belize
and in numerous local mission ventures have
continued to be a big part of her life as she seeks to live out her faith. If
you would like to get involved in missions within the church, locally,
nationally or globally, please contact Jimmie for all the exciting opportunities available through Oakmont.

As a student in the Campbell University
Divinity School, Lawrence learned to be
aware of the stories around him. When
his ministry journey began as a recently
graduated high school student and first
time youth minister almost 10 years ago,
he could have never imagined the people
and places God would use to add to his
story in the decade to come. Today, serving through a partnership with Oakmont
and The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
of North Carolina, Lawrence has the opportunity to continue to add even more as he lives out his calling
to share the Gospel with students on campuses here in Greenville
and across the state.
Lawrence is married to Heather and together they stay
busy keeping up with their dog Maggie.
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Administrative Staff

Reverend Layne Rogerson

In October of 2011, Layne, her husband Ken,
and children Patrick, Savannah and Ethan
began an incredible adventure as they left
their house across town and moved into the
Oakmont Square Apartments, where Layne
serves as Oakmont’s Community Center
Minister.
Nurturing community and deepening relationships are the primary focus of
Layne’s ministry as she learns what it means
to be a good neighbor. Layne is quick to
share that the most exciting aspect of this
new ministry is witnessing the transformation that the love of Christ
brings to those who are serving and are being served in the poverty
related ministries they are engaged in, “Beginning with my own!”
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Office Staff

Mrs. Sally Pride and Ms. Lauri Johnson

20

21

Part-time Support Staff
Caroline Bissette

Technical Assistant

Dwayne Brown		

Food Services Director

Erica Christensen
			

Faith-Based After School
Coordinator

Helen Aycock		
Joann Beacham		
Butch Jones		
Trever Schock		
Jane Willoughby

Sexton
Sexton
Sexton
Sexton
Sexton

Deacons
Current Active Deacons
Scott Anderson
Helen Aycock
Brad Bagley
Greenville Banks, Jr.
Dennis Biggs
Tim Britton
Carol Brown
Ron Curll
Barbara Dail
Randy Fussell
Kim Grizzard
Randy Godwin
Jeff Hall
Lee Hendricks
Lee Howell
Doug James
Gerry Jolly

Charlie Justice
Bill King
Brian Kirby
Bill Little
Bill Meetze
Stan Mills
Parker Morgan
Marguerite Stephens
Robert Still
Eddie Tew
John Tulloss
Jim Watts
Rex Wilder
Norma Williams
Ernest Willoughby
Ben Wilson

Lifetime Deacons

Mrs. Beverly Butler and Mr. Wayne Taylor

Greenville Banks, Jr.
Martha Banks
Jim Bearden
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Advent and Lenten Celebrations

e Ministries f

Traditional Worship Service

When we gather to worship at Oakmont, we do something special and
sacred. Both worship gatherings incorporate
a variety of artistic, music, prayer, video, and
dramatic acts of worship to proclaim the good
news of Jesus and offer genuine worship to

God. Our 9:40 am service features traditional
hymns and contemporary songs played with
organ, piano, and orchestra accompaniment.
We use both our hymnals and words projected
on our screens for the words to the music.
Anthems by our robed Chancel Choir, and oc-

casional music by our ladies ensemble, Joyful
Sounds, our mixed ensemble, Highest Praise,
and our Handbell Choir can be expected. The
Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is observed on
the first Sunday of each month, a Sunday when
the ministers will wear their robes and stoles.
Additional acts of worship include a biblically
based sermon, the receiving of God’s tithes and
our offerings, and a time of response.

Hanging of the Greens Service
Two major seasons in the life of the church
year are celebrated at Oakmont: Advent, which
includes the four Sundays of preparation before
the birth of Christ and Lent, which begins with
Ash Wednesday and continues until Easter.
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Chancel Choir and Orchestra Christmas Concert 2013
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Highest Praise
Christmas Eve Service 2013

ing people move from a consumer Christian
mentality to that of mature discipleship in Jesus

Children’s Ministry

Keyboard Musicians

Joy Singers
Hanging of the Greens Service 2013

Emerge Worship Service

Proclaiming the good news of Jesus
Christ, worshiping God authentically, and help-

day service, our Palm Sunday Music and Drama
service, and our Maundy Thursday service all
utilize various approaches, sometimes interactive, to connect the worshiper with God.

Karen Meetze and Alisa Gilliam

Spend Awhile on the Nile, April 2013

Joyful Sounds
Christmas Concert 2013

Christmas Eve Service

Both seasons are marked with special services
designed to underscore the meaning of the
season. The Hanging of the Greens service
where our Sanctuary is decorated, an Advent
service of Music and Drama, our Ash Wednes-

is at the heart of our Emerge Worship Service at
11 a.m. Featuring a casual dress approach, the
singing of contemporary songs and occasional
hymns led by a dynamic praise band and vocal
team, and a multi-sensory approach to the worship gathering that involves seeing, hearing,
tasting, smelling, touching, and experiencing
allows the worshiper to experience the mystery
of God’s presence when His people gather to
worship Him. Both Sunday morning gatherings
will have worship elements in common—music, prayer, video, drama, children’s worship
time, sermon, faith stories, and a time of
response, which at Emerge includes self-serve
communion.

Packing Shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child 2013

Mission Friends

Children are like sponges and
from a very early age they
begin to cultivate their faith.
It is important to establish a
firm faith foundation that they
will continue to build on as
adults. Oakmont has a holistic
approach to children’s ministry
that impacts children and their
families at church as well as
in their homes. Children learn
about the Bible in Sunday
School. Music and Missions
programs on Wednesday evenings and the Children’s musical provide children with an
opportunity to begin to explore
and use their spiritual gifts and
to learn about what it means to
serve God in the world in which
they live. Camps, retreats, and
the Inquirers Class create the
space for children to ask questions about their faith as they
develop relationships with God,
each other, and their leaders.

Hanging of the Greens, 2013

Hanging of the Greens, 2013

Hanging of the Greens, 2013
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Special Celebrations

It begins with a baby’s introduction
to her church family during a Sunday morning
worship service. Parents pledge to raise their
child in the life of the church until that child,
of her own choice, accepts Christ as Savior and
Lord. The church promises to join the parents
as partners in this child-rearing endeavor
through prayer, modeling, and teaching. It continues a decade later when that child becomes a
Christ follower, gently walking after her Lord
into the waters of baptism. That child’s accomplishments are later celebrated in worship
at her high school or college graduation. A
walk down the aisle with her right hand draped
over her father’s strong arm begins the process
of Christian marriage, the two becoming one
flesh. Years later that young lady, now a wife,
mother, and perhaps a working professional
in her own right, is ordained into the Diaconate ministry, commissioned as a short-term
missionary to another country or in service
as a Sunday School teacher. And when death
comes to that family, Christian funerals or memorial services celebrating faithful lives before
God are held in that very sanctuary that offered
the initial pause to welcome her birth.
Milestones. From birth to death—
and all that God brings in between—Oakmont
is there to remind each person and family that
Christ walks with us, with a faithful congregation pulling and praying for us along the way.
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Television Ministry

Each week through the generous
donation of the management of Greenville’s
Cable Chanel 7, countless numbers of people
are able to worship with Oakmont from their
homes. Many of our at home worshipers
are shut-ins, those suffering from short-term
illnesses, or otherwise unable to travel to our
campus. Often many people’s first experience with Oakmont is through our television
ministry. It is impossible to count the number
of times someone tells an Oakmonter, “I saw
you on TV!”
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The
Revelation Players is
the drama group which
performs during regular
worship services and
partners with the music
ministry to provide
special presentations
during Advent and
Lent. The group also
presents an occasional
full-length production
and provides drama for
local and state-wide
events. It is often a
surprise who might
show up in a Revelation Players presentation—from a grown
man playing a fat baby,
to Santa thrown in jail
with an actor from a
living nativity, to a husband and wife finding
out tithing can be net and gross, to a family
finding a surprise in a forgotten fruitcake.
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Revelation Players

Sunday School

“Connecting with God and Friends
through Bible Study” is a primary focus for our
Sunday School classes. Age graded classes are
offered for babies through adults on Sunday
mornings. The study of the Bible is one of the
foundational components of our classes. Times
of fellowship on Sunday morning and other
times provide the opportunity for meaningful relationships to develop. Sunday school
classes experience life together and offer support and encouragement during the good times
as well as the difficult times. Another integral
part of our classes is the commitment to serve
together through projects and mission opportunities that make an impact in the kingdom of
God. Sunday School classes also provide opportunities for leadership development. Leaders are called out of classes to serve in other
areas such a starting new classes or teaching
preschoolers, children, or youth.

College Ministry

Our college ministry is made up of students who grew up at
the church and students from all over the country that attend East Carolina University and Pitt Community College. Through meals, Bible studies, service projects, mission trips, fellowship events, and more, we seek
to help students live into their calling to be the church both now, and in
the future. The Intentional College Community at Oakmont Square, a
part of our college ministry, began in 2012 and gives students a way to
live in direct Christian community while growing in their faith through
experiencing everyday life together. The ICC and larger college ministry
exist to equip students to be the hands and feet of Christ in powerful
ways on their campuses and in the world.
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Youth Ministry

Energy and excitement and a place
to belong. Fun times with fun people. A place
to connect with other students and learn about
how God can totally change lives. Youth at
Oakmont find caring adults who want to mentor them in growth and their relationship with
God. Sixth graders and parents enjoy special
Crossover events and classes to help navigate
the big transition to middle school. Youth can
discover weekly times to interact with each
other plus retreats, camps, and mission trips
to get out of their comfort zone. Youth can
get involved in small groups for Bible study
and fellowship and earn what it means to lead
worship by being part of the Praise or Skit
Team. Challenges physically and mentally are
part of the by Youth Backpacking Trip. Middle
schoolers and high schoolers figure out who
they are, what makes them tick, and discover
who God is creating them to be with Oakmont
Youth.
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Spiritual Formation
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Wednesday Night Dinners

As Christians develop a better understanding of the relationship that God desires to have with them, they are more in
tune to the reality that “God is always at work around us.” At Oakmont,
spiritual formation is the pathway that helps believers on their journey
of understanding and maturity. Spiritual formation is developed and
encouraged through small group studies, prayer groups, walking the
labyrinth and the yearly Spirituality Retreat. As spiritual disciplines are
developed, and knowing God more fully becomes a reality, individuals
are formed to learn to “be still and know that I am God” both personally and corporately. As transformation takes place, the church family is
better equipped to work with God in His kingdom. Watching for God’s
activity and working with God are two of the outcomes of growing
Christians. Spiritual formation is the foundation as we continue “Connecting lives with Christ as the center.”

New York Mission Trip 2013
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Vacation Bible School

VBS is an energetic, engaging, and fun filled four-night event
each summer. Preschoolers and children learn about different Bible
stories through storytelling, crafts, science, drama and recreation. VBS
provides an opportunity for sharing Jesus Christ and teaching children
how to positively impact and be a part of the kingdom of God. It is our
hope at that the conclusion of each VBS children and volunteers have a
richer understanding of our calling to serve God using the creative gifts
God has given us. Classes are also offered for youth and adults.

When Oakmont began in 1964, families gathered every night
around the dinner table to catch up on the day’s events. Oakmont’s
Wednesday night fellowship dinner gives folks of all ages a chance to
come together as a church family and do the same thing. Sharing a meal,
attending a spiritual formation class, and ushering children and youth off
to their activities are all part of the fabric of family life at Oakmont. In
large part, God used these meals to open the church’s eyes to the mission
field around Oakmont as children from the apartments next door began
to come and eat on Wednesday nights. A hot meal combined with fellowship makes a good start to Wednesday nights at Oakmont.

50 Things to Love About Oakmont
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Operation InAsMuch

Operation Inasmuch is a day of hands on missions in our
community involving multiple local churches and many volunteers.
Oakmont’s first OIAM was held in 1999 and the church has lead 18
OIAM’s through the years. A planning team identifies needs of local
agencies and individuals, then volunteers (children, youth, and adults)
sign up for the project of their choice and use their God-given passions
and talents to meet tangible needs locally. Projects range from 2-8 hours
in length. Making a difference in the world begins by making a difference at home in our community.
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Mission Trips

Oakmont’s first adult mission team to the Ukraine in 1996
ignited a new passion for missions among our congregation.
Each year Oakmont sends multiple mission teams to places where we
have partners serving year round through Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of NC, NC Baptist Men, or other groups. Many of Oakmont’s mission trips in the last 5 years have been to Belize working with Eric and
Julie Maas, CBF missionaries and Oakmont members, doing construction, leading Vacation Bible School, conducting medical clinics, training
teachers, working in orphanages, etc. Disaster relief is another type of
mission team that is sent as coordinated through NC Baptist Men or CBF
as needed. Through the mission budget, the church pays a portion of the
cost of the mission trip and participating church members by the rest.

Medical Mission Trip to Belize
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Oakmont Community Center
Ministries

In 2007, Oakmont Baptist Church purchased Oakmont
Square Apartments, knowing that God had a plan, but kind of fuzzy on
the details. After our congregation went through a season of coaching
and discernment we were able catch a glimpse of that direction. First, it
was to be good stewards of the property and to provide safe, affordable
housing to working-class folks. Second, it was to use the apartments as
a hub of ministry, as we are intentional about providing holistic care to
at-risk families, college students and senior adults by attending to the
spiritual, educational, vocational and medical needs of this community.
Ministries specific to the neighborhood include Backyard Buddies – literacy, tutoring, and summer programs for children; the Community Computer Center; summer collegiate missionaries; the Oakmont
Square Community Gardens, as well as, the mysterious ways the Holy
Spirit is at work as neighbors are intentional about sharing life together.
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Medical Clinic

Once a month, medical providers,
nurses, and other volunteers gather to minister
to those who cannot afford medical care. Patients receive physicals, prescriptions, encouragement, and (on rare occasions) a trip to the
hospital. People come hours before the clinic
doors open; for some of them, Oakmont

provides the only medical care they ever
receive. How exhilarating and humbling it is to
see the smiles and tears as these patients receive
physical comfort! Encouraging and praying
with patients is practiced and encouraged, and
our dreams are for expansion of this clinic, both
in frequency and services rendered.

OCC Trunk or Treat

Oakmont Christian Job Corps

Oakmont Christian Job Corps (OCJC) is one of the ways
Oakmont puts its mission statement into action. Reaching into the
community to connect lives to Christ is the foundation of OCJC. By
establishing one-on-one mentoring relationships between women needing friendship and encouragement, and women offering friendship and
encouragement, support partnerships are created and ultimately these
women are achieving their goals of being independent and self-sufficient. During its first year partnerships, Bible study was begun, families
relocated to safe, secure housing, education goals were achieved and
new career and educational goals established, employment was found,
a family was reunited, and countless other seemingly small victories
celebrated. The members of OCJC, either as participants, mentors, Bible
study leaders, prayer partners or other supporting roles have seen Christ
at work as lives are changed and women taste success in their daily lives.
This is one of the many things to love about Oakmont!

Backyard Buddies Summer Camp

Oakmont Christian Job Corps
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It began several years ago with the focus of Oakmont concentrating on becoming a more Missional Church. Some of the members became involved in Wednesday Night Bible Studies that featured
books like Same Kind of Different as Me and The Samaritan’s Way.
We became more aware of the homeless issue and those in need in the
Greenville area and wondered to ourselves, “Why doesn’t someone do
something about helping them?” Jesus said, “Love your neighbor, help
the needy.” We became aware that we are the ones who are supposed to
be helping. Not waiting for someone else to step forward. Member of the
Oakmont family began taking food to the homeless living in tents. That
evolved into volunteers stepping forward and driving vans to pickup
those in need and bringing them to the church. More volunteers came
forward and began preparing hot meals for them. It is now a regular
Tuesday evening gathering of about thirty (guests) with a time of devotion, forging of relationships, and family time.
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Tuesday night dinners - Deacons’ Christmas Dinner 2013

Prayer

Communicating with God, discerning where He is at
work, and acting in concert with God in obedience.

Worship

Honoring God with praise and thanksgiving, prayer
and confession, the giving of God’s tithes and our
offerings, and hearing and responding to God’s Word
read and proclaimed.

Spiritual Growth

Ramp Builders

Practicing the spiritual disciplines
through studying the Bible, and
participating in formative group studies
as the Spirit forms us into the likeness of Jesus.

Missional

Using our church resources as a hub of ministry in
our community and world to be the loving presence
of Christ in meeting the physical,
relational, and spiritual needs of people.

Community

Building deep and caring relationships
with others.

Innovation

Community Ministry Partners

Oakmont partners with several local ministries and supports
them in our budget or through special offerings as well as by sending volunteers, supplies, or other resources as needed. These partners
include: Carolina Pregnancy Center, Eastern NC Stop Human Trafficking, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, First Born Community Development Center, Greenville Community Shelters, Little Willie Center,
and Young Life. Oakmont is in its ninth year of partnership with C.M.
Eppes Middle School and provides items for students and special treats
for teachers as well as food for Back Pack Pals on weekends. Japanese
Table Talk is a covered dish fellowship night the second Friday each
month in Oakmont’s Fellowship Hall for Japanese families in our area.
Children’s activities or crafts, a devotion and holiday customs from both
countries are highlighted each month.

Mission Statement
and Core Values

Connecting lives with Christ as the center
by following God’s purpose – through
reaching, serving, going, and growing in faith.

Ramp Builders

The founding of the Oakmont Ramp Builders was created by
our involvement with other ramp building groups for a number of years.
To have witnessed the many people in Pitt County and surrounding
counties that could not leave their houses because of poor health or disability restrictions helped us realize the tremendous need for a ministry
in ramp building. Financial distress from poverty, high medical costs,
loss of jobs, etc. have served to magnify the need for some families. For
some families, there is no cost for the ramp. Where families can afford
any of the expense, only the cost of materials is involved. The labor is
always volunteered, and other expenses are covered by donations and
mission funds.
As the ministry has grown from its infancy in December, 2012,
we have been touched by gratitude, tears of joy, family relief, and a
wonderful feeling of giving. We have also been able to witness by praying with the families, seeing some lives changed spiritually. In our first
year (2013) we completed more than thirty ramps. That’s thirty families
who have seen God’s hands and feet at work through volunteers with
tired bodies, but with a beautiful and warm feeling in their hearts for his
service. How can you not help?
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Tuesday Evening Ministries

Seeking creative possibilities for ministry in God’s
kingdom, that demonstrate openness to the Holy
Spirit’s mysterious and surprising ways.

44

CM Eppes Middle School Partnership

Prayer Garden

A place of serenity, solitude, and sheer beauty. A space
where we can come a part so that we do not come apart. A team
who works to nurture this sanctuary of trees, bushes, and flowers
with loving kindness, bringing a piece and peace of God’s creation
within the confines of 1100 Red Banks Road. Five weddings in
ten years, one memorial service, and benches tally the numbers
of countless hours that have been devoted to talking and listening
to God. Our Oakmont Prayer Garden has been a true gift of God,
one that refreshes the soul.
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Team Ministry

People were growing tired in the late 1990s of business as
usual when it came to committees at Oakmont. Corner several members, twist their arms, and ask them to do something for their church for
which they had no interest or giftedness. A small group of people began
exploring alternative ways to do ministry in the spring and summer of
1999. After conversation and reading a number of books, the concept of
team ministry was born at Oakmont. Now, instead of arm-twisting, we
began helping people assess their spiritual gifts, inventory their natural talents and abilities, inquire what their interests are, and match that
information to a sense of calling by God to an area of service inside the
church, or in the community or world. Suddenly the equation of gifts +
calling + passion = ministry begin to take hold in early 2000 as Oakmont
experimented with trying out this new way of being God’s people. After
four years, the congregation threatened to abandon ship if we went back
to the “old way” of doing it. The by-laws were changed and the deed
was done. We’ve never looked back since!
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The Spirit of God’s Oakmont People
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Responding to a Call to Serve

Oakmont Charter Member Grace Carraway often said in
our Oakmont 101 Class before her death that the last person who joins
Oakmont is just as important as the first person who joined the church.
Not until after her death did the significance of what she said ring true.
Her signature on our membership book that goes back to April 26, 1964,
probably unremembered by her, was the very first name on Oakmont’s
membership roll. That continued hospitality, welcoming, and warmth
that reinforces our core value of community was present at Oakmont
from the very beginning. It was nurtured through the years by the 42
charter founders and those first members who followed. Make people
feel special. Grab a hand and shake it. Invite someone to your Sunday
School Class, small group, or to your home for a meal. Show Christ’s
compassion, love, and grace to a person or family in times of sickness,
death, or a child’s birth, graduation, or wedding. Be there. Be the presence of Christ. And do it regardless of whether it’s convenient or not,
or whether you are the first or the last to arrive at this special Oakmont
family.

In our 50 year history over 20 persons of all ages and both
genders have heard the call to serve God vocationally. Many persons
found training in seminaries and divinity schools. Other individuals
have gone on to serve local churches as pastors and staff ministers. Still
others serve globally as missionaries or locally as chaplains in hospitals or ministers in non-profit agencies. Many college students have
served internships, and now serve Christ through their vocation and
involvement in their local church and community. Lay people, having
heard God’s call to work with children, youth, and adults of all ages in
countless socio-economic, educational, and cultural backgrounds, have
stepped up and claimed their place at the table of God’s kingdom work.
God is indeed always at work around us—whoever we are and whatever
we do. He has used this fertile soil of God’s Oakmont garden to grow
and nurture lay and clergy lives to join Him in His kingdom work.
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Commitment to Generous Giving
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Practical Experimentation

The early Oakmont members made a critical decision that has
had far-reaching effects for the church’s future to this day – to be a tithing congregation. The charter members, having begun Oakmont in late
April 1964, decided that if they all tithed – returned to God 10 percent
of their income for the work of His kingdom – they could afford to call
a full-time pastor and pay that person a salary that was an average of
what most of the charter members made in income. In August of 1964,
Rev. Tommy J. Payne was called as Oakmont’s first pastor, less than six
months after the congregation’s formation. It has been that commitment
to tithing and generous giving that it possible for Oakmont to purchase
7.08 acres of land on Red Banks Road and build the first unit of 16,000
square feet in 1967. In the subsequent decades, Oakmont has added another 48,000 square feet of space on our 1100 Red Banks Road campus,
purchased Oakmont Square Apartments, and the property at 1400 Red
Banks Road. Additional staff and ministries have arrived and materialized over the 50 years and it all has hinged on one primary decision – to
craft a new church formed on the foundation of tithing and generous
giving.

First it was an additional worship service in 1988. Then it
evolved into two Sunday Schools and two worship services simultaneously. For six years and one month it was three worship services and
two Sunday Schools on Sunday morning. Team ministry evolved out of
frustration with the annual staffing of committees. The Emerge worship
service in 2005, along with the recent summers where we have only had
one worship service from June through August, are additional examples
of a church willing to experiment with new and innovative forms and
ways of doing ministry without the constraints of changing by-laws and
being locked into a decision that may not work. It allows a church, like
a foot trying on a new shoe, to try on creative options without the pain
of making a final commitment until you know for sure that God is in it.
We’ve been willing to experiment through the years – and we are the
better for it!

Vision for the Future

Who knows whether those first Oakmont
members, a people of great vision, could have fully anticipated the depth and dimensions of God’s Oakmont Idea at
the 50 year mark. It was one of Oakmont’s current Lifetime Deacons, Dr. Jim Bearden, who coined this phrase
“God’s Oakmont Idea” in 1992 to remind the Oakmont
family of faith that it was God who had an Oakmont idea,
and not us. It is ultimately His church, not ours. As our
mission statement affirms, God is the One who has connected our lives together through these 50 years with Christ
as the center with the intent of our following His purposes.
Now, 50 years later, God has brought into the Oakmont fold
almost 2,800 different individuals, each one through the
years offering the right gift of time, vision, ability, or financial resources at the moment when we needed it the most.
So how will the next 50 years unfold? And if God
brings another 2,800 persons through the Oakmont doors,
how will His idea change, grow, and develop? My guess
is that we have as little clue to what the future holds when
Oakmont celebrates her 100th anniversary in April, 2064

as those founding members had for our 50th anniversary
today. My prayer for Oakmont, though, is that we will
remain true to our mission statement of connecting lives
with Christ as our center. I pray that we will follow God’s
purposes by reaching people for Christ, as well as teaching
them to serve, grow, and go in faith. I trust we will remain
true to our core values—being a people of prayer, worship,
and spiritual growth, all the while retaining our missional
focus, building community in and outside our four walls,
and offering a creative and innovative style of ministry.
Whatever the form and content, may our next 50
years be as God-inspired and blessed by Him as our last
50 years have been. And may our actions, attitudes, and
spirits be attuned to His Spirit as we celebrate and work in
concert in keeping God’s Oakmont Idea alive and well!
				
				

Your Pastor,
Greg Rogers

