Episcopal Church Women of Northwestern Pennsylvania

Annual Meeting
Saturday, 7 May 2016
9:30 am – 3:15 pm
St. Francis of Assisi
Youngsville, Pennsylvania

“Mission Possible”
Presenters

The Reverend Melinda Hall, Vicar, Church of Our Saviour, Dubois

“Plastic Beads, Presidente, and Preschool:
Why Trips to the Dominican Republic Make a Difference”
Missy Greene, Christian Formation Associate, St. Stephen's, Church,
Fairview

“The Vine”
All are Welcome!
Our Mission: “to live, to love, to give through Christ”
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Minutes
Annual Meeting 2 May 2014
St. Francis of Assisi
Youngsville, Pennsylvania
After continental breakfast and welcome by Enid Bishop, the meeting opened with
prayer.
After perusing and discussing the reports, the minutes were approved, and the financial
report filed for audit.
During the morning session, the representative of Province III to the National Episcopal
Church Women’s Board, Dottie Arthur, spoke about her tenure as our rep, focusing on
her position as program chair for Triennial to be held concurrent with General
Convention in Salt Lake City.
As always, we enjoyed a delicious lunch.
During the afternoon session, Pastor Bruce Burkness, Emporium, explored and
explained the history and use of Taizé in worship, ably assisted by the music group
Mountain Melodies, including our own Diane Pyle.
We ended the day with The Holy Eucharist, celebrated by The Rev. Rebecca Lash.
Respectfully submitted,
Monica Irwin
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Episcopal Church Women of NW PA
Budget 2017

ANTICIPATED INCOME:
Anticipated Assessments
Less Unrealized Assessments
Realized Assessments

4,700.00
1,700.00

Miscellaneous

3,000.00
50.00

Total Income
3,050.00
PROPOSED EXPENSES:
Administration
Programs
Contingencies
Communications
Outreach

900.00
500.00
225.00
175.00
300.00

Assessments

Province III
Triennial
Church Periodical Club

Offerings

Anglican Fellowship of Prayer
Local Church Women United
National Cathedral

200.00
100.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00

Transfer to Savings
Triennial 2018 accrual
Total Expenses
3,050.00
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525.00
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DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD of
NORTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
__________________________________________
Mary Blaine Prince, Directress
522 West Corydon Street
maryblaineprince@atlanticbb.net
Bradford, PA 16701
(814)
368-5913 _______________________________________

Annual Report 2015
As always I encourage you as individuals and parishes to join the National Altar Guild
Association some of its benefits are:
The Epistle, offering news from altar guilds around the country, helpful information and
hints, as well as interpretations and guidelines for services, seasons, and specific
ceremonies
Participation in stoles-making projects for chaplains who serve under the Bishop of the
Armed Forces
Borrowing from our extensive collection of books on subjects related to altar guild
interests—needle arts, flower arranging, liturgical, history and practice, etc.—
Shopping at our Sacristy Shop, featuring items designed specifically for NAGA such as
aprons, tote bags, cincture starters and purificator stamps
Requesting that a NAGA representative (usually the president) speak about NAGA and
its ministry for diocesan groups and others
The National Altar Guild Association Prayer
Most gracious Father Who has called me Your child to serve in the preparation of Your
Altar, so that it may be a suitable place for the offering of Your Body and Blood;
Sanctify my life and consecrate my hands so that I may worthily handle those Sacred
Gifts which are being offered to You.
As I handle holy things, grant that my whole life may be illuminated and blessed by You,
in whose honor I prepare them, and grant that the people who shall be blessed by their
use, may find their lives drawn closer to Him Whose Body and Blood is our hope and
our strength, Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN.

You can find this and other prayers and general information at
www.episcopalchurch.org/altarguild
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ANNUAL ECW BOARD CHAPLAIN’S REPORT – 2015

It has been my privilege to continue serving as Chaplain for the Diocese of NWPA ECW
Board this past year. The Annual Meeting was held at St. Francis of Assisi Church in
Youngsville in May. I gave the Homily and served as Celebrant at the Holy Eucharist at
the end of the meeting, assisted by Deacon Charl Kapp.
In July, I attended the Board meeting in Bradford, hosted by Mary Blaine Prince, where
we began the much-needed revision of the Constitution and By-Laws of the ECW.
These were printed by the secretary of Christ Church, Meadville and given to the Board
members to peruse at the ECW Retreat in September.
I attended the Saturday ECW Annual Retreat at Chautauqua on September 12,
assisting in the lunch, etc. I was the Celebrant at The Holy Eucharist at the close of the
meeting, assisted by Deacon Bonnie Skellen.
In October, I attended the Board meeting in Youngsville, bringing copies of the revised
Constitution and By-Laws to hand out to fellow Board members for final approval.
Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Rebecca H. Lash, Board Chaplain
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DIOCESE OF NORTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Report to 2015 Annual Meeting of the Episcopal Church Women
Lois M. Tamplin, Director - 411 Tamplin Street, Sharon, PA 16146-2448
724-347-3298 e-mail: loiet08@gmail.com
The Church Periodical Club’s goal is to have an active Church Periodical Club
representative in every Episcopal parish and diocese. NW PA has not attained this
goal, but I am working on it!
During the past year I received not as many contributions from our parishes and
missions as I would have liked, but certainly appreciate those funds I do receive.
St. John’s Sharon, Christ Meadville, St. Mary’s Lawrence Park and Trinity New
Castle remain faithful contributors to CPC year after year, and I receive occasional
contributions from other churches.
CPC has two types of grants available - the National Books Fund and the Miles of
Pennies. National Books
Fund gives grants for books and videos of all kinds - hymnals, prayer books, study
books, books for church libraries, magazine subscriptions for missionaries, and
countless other types of books. These grant requests require the signature of a
Bishop, and are not limited to agencies in this country.
The Miles of Pennies concentrates its efforts on books and videos for children.
Applications are received for Sunday schools, Bible Schools, day care centers,
after-school tutoring programs, etc. One mile of pennies represents $844.80, and
NW PA is working its way toward its second Mile of Pennies.
All Miles of Pennies and CPC Sunday contributions I am required to send on to
National CPC to help fund grant requests.. Some of the National Books Fund
money received I send to our seminarians to buy books – this year our four
seminarians each received $100. Many of our diocesan clergy received book
money – and I hope you will ask your clergyperson to “pass it on” and encourage
your congregation to get involved with CPC. Also out of NBF money I pay
Province III CPC dues and contribute toward NBF grant requests.

7

Now that you know the nuts and bolts of CPC, how can you get involved? (1) Ask
your priest to schedule a CPC Sunday on the first Sunday of May, or any date.
Receive an offering and send it to me. (2) Put out a Miles of Pennies bank at coffee
hour, pass it around at your women’s meetings, ask people for their spare change
every Sunday. (3) Save your pennies! (4) APPLY FOR GRANTS! We don’t just
want your money, we want to GIVE YOU MONEY. Your clergyperson and parish
coordinator have Miles of Pennies and National Books Fund grant forms. Read the
guidelines and look around your church or your neighborhood to find needs which
fit the guidelines. Ask me if you have questions!
One of the CPC customs to raise money is called the Energy Lift. You may have
experienced it at a Diocesan Convention, when I invite people to enjoy a treat from
my basket of goodies in exchange for a contribution to CPC. I collect an
astonishing amount of money from those who need a “pick-me-up” during the
proceedings. Perhaps you could do this at coffee hour!!
Books are something we take for granted and are available to us at any time;
however in many parts of the world - even in this country - there are people who
do not have access to books. The Church Periodical Club does its best to give
everyone the same opportunity we have. Let’s all do our part.
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Episcopal Church Women of NW PA
The Episcopal Church Women’s Board meets on the first Tuesday of each month
except those with inclement weather. For the last couple of years, St. Francis of Assisi
has kindly allowed us the use of their parish hall, kitchen, and occasionally its copier.
We gather to determine how we best can serve the diocese and fulfill our mission
statement: “to live, to love, to give through Christ.”
At meetings, we pray and share information about Altar Guild, Anglican Fellowship of
Prayer, Church Periodical Club, United Thank Offering and the Labyrinth ministry and
plan our annual events: our Annual Meeting and our Chautauqua Retreat.
The programs at these events are eclectic to say the least and have included nationally
known speakers as well as local talents and covered topics as cerebral as Benedictine
and Celtic spirituality, and as creative as making prayer beads and crafting crosses from
found objects. The clergy of the diocese have been most generous in sharing their
faith, knowledge, and skills.
For many, many years, the soul, spirit, and energy of the Episcopal Church Women of
Northwestern Pennsylvania and United Thank Offering has been Enid Bishop—just two
of her many ministries. Just one example, without her tireless work for UTO, many
diocesan churches would not be handicap accessible.
We sorely miss her leadership, but she continues to inspire us all.
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2015 ANNUAL REPORT
Memorial Labyrinth Ministry
The Rev. Bonnie Skellen
Labyrinth Facilitator
425 E. Main Street
Ridgway, PA 15853

We have two portable labyrinths for use in the diocese—a Chartres model
(32 feet in diameter) and a classical model, “The Rainbow” (16 feet in diameter).
We can also provide instructions for or constructions of “masking tape” labyrinths
of different sizes and models.
During 2015, The Rainbow Labyrinth was in use at Church of the
Epiphany, Grove City and Christ Church, Meadville.
If you are interested in hosting a labyrinth event, please, contact Monica
Irwin at frokenm@yahoo.com.
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UTO REPORT
As a delegate to Triennial, I was honored to represent The Episcopal Diocese of
Northwestern Pennsylvania at the UTO Ingathering at General Convention, 2016, in
Salt Lake City as the United Thank Offering Coordinator. UTO celebrated its 100th
Anniversary. At the morning Eucharist, a symbolic donation from each Diocese was
presented to the Presiding Bishop, Katherine Jefferts-Schori, representing all monies
collected during the past three years between conventions. The amount collected for
our diocese was $13,841.55.
It was with a saddened heart that the ECW and UTO announced the death of
Enid Bishop. She was a guiding star for both and will be greatly missed. About three
years ago she asked me to be her assistant and eventually the UTO Diocesan
Coordinator though we never imagined that this would happened. Enid is leaving big
shoes to fill and I can hope to do half as well as she did.
Nancy Scott
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Diocesan ECW Board Survey
The purpose of this survey is to assist the Diocesan ECW Board to determine
How we can best serve you as a congregation. Your response is important to us.
We ask that you complete the survey and return it to Nancy Scott, 1149 E 8th St, Apt 2,
Erie, PA 16503 by June 1, 2016. Thank You.
1. Do you currently have an active ECW? Circle one

YES

NO

2. If not, would you like information on how to establish an ECW group? YES NO
3. Are you aware of the programs available through the ECW Board? YES NO
4. If not, would you like this information? YES NO
5. If anyone is interested in serving on the Diocesan ECW Board, please, list
names, addresses, telephone numbers, e-mail, and church.

6. Please, below share with us your successful programs and/or service projects.

THANK YOU!
16

