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Precau ons to Consider as Your Church Re-opens 
 Exterior doors held open by greeters so that congregants don’t have to touch door handles. 

 Interior doors propped open for the same reason. 

 Touchless hand sani zer dispensers placed at strategic and obvious loca ons. 

 Consider whether to also have gloves and masks available for those who might want them. 

 Remove hymnals, Bibles, and any other materials from the pew racks. They are too hard to sani ze. This means either 
prin ng or projec ng song lyrics. If you are just star ng to project or print lyrics, make sure you have a CCLI license as  
reproduc on of copyrighted lyrics is illegal. (us.ccli.com) 

 A er any worship service, someone (custodian, volunteers, etc.) should wipe down pew backs, arm rests, and all objects 
likely to have been touched.  If your church is having mul ple services to accommodate social distancing, you need to 
schedule service mes separated enough to allow me for disinfec ng. 

 Don’t forget to con nuously disinfect restrooms. 

 Will you offer childcare or Sunday School classes for children? How will you get the children to maintain social distance?   
Also, all toys, cra  items, etc. need to be sani zed a er each use by each child. If one child plays with a toy during class, 
that toy should be removed and unavailable to all other children un l it can be disinfected. 

 Will you offer Sunday School right away? Do your classrooms allow room for social distancing? Might you need to        
combine classes into larger areas temporarily such as your fellowship hall or sanctuary? 

 If you have a children’s message segment of your service, will there be a way to keep the children at social distance     
from one another or will you need to stop this un l a later me? 

 How about the “meet & greet” me? Will people ever be comfortable with this again? Even if your members are,         
your guests likely won’t be.  

 Do we need to consider an alterna ve way to receive the offering so that folks don’t have to touch the plates?  

 How do we handle the Lord’s Supper? Should we start using the pre-packaged individual elements? 

 Will you have a choir or praise band? If so, how will they maintain social distance? 
 

I’m sure this list isn’t exhaus ve. What other precau ons might your church need to take? 

Remember, we want to protect the elderly and at-risk. Many of our members may not consider these precau ons necessary, 
but there have already been numerous deaths a ributed to COVID-19 exposure at churches. Also, guests will not be             
comfortable coming to your church if you are not demonstrably concerned about their health and safety. 

As our churches prepare to re-open and gather together again 
in the days ahead, here are some finer points to ponder: Together Again... 
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As a diamond is created under extreme pressure, some mes it is in life’s difficult circumstances that God  
can teach us the greatest lessons. It is also under adversity that man o en proves his most crea ve.  
Some examples from the COVID crises: 
 
 Several of our DRBA churches held drive-in worship services. 
 Many of our churches who had never been online before, now have an online service, sermon, Bible 

study or some regular online presence. Most have seen “a endance” online in far greater numbers than 
they have ever had in physical a endance. These churches plan to con nue their online presence even 
a er the crisis is over. 

 Deacons, Sunday School teachers, and other leaders have stepped up their pastoral care with regular 
calls and other means of staying in contact with church members. 

 Churches have realized new opportuni es to reach out to their communi es in new ways and show the 
love of Christ is tangible ways. 

April 14th & 28th,  
DRBA pastors and staff  

have joined together online  
to discuss ministry  

during the COVID crisis.  

David McGee 
preaches at  

Roarks Cove’s  
Drive-in service. 

Below: Joe Plunke  
preaches the drive-in  

service at FBC Huntland. 

Tom Smart and the praise 
team at FBC Tullahoma 

lead worship at their 
weekly drive-in service. 

Right: Johnny Mayes 
preaches at Oaklawn  
Bap st during their  

drive-in service.  

Jacob Schofill, Pastor  
at Victory Bap st,  

teaches on Facebook. 
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Facebook, YouTube, and the Internet are our friends...DRBA churches online... 

Sam Upton, Pastor at FBC Beechgrove Jim Norman preaches at Highland Bap st. Micah Roberts, Pastor  
of Altamont Bap st Church.  

Preaching on YouTube are (le ) Adam Cutshaw at Encounter Life Church in Manchester 
and (right) Chris an Wa s at Life Change Church in Tullahoma. 

LZ Johnson, Pastor at FBC Cowan 

Jason Cur s, Pastor  
of Liberty Bap st, Winchester  

 Keith Nunley (right), Pastor of Hillcrest 
Bap st joined by his worship team, 

Jus n Sto s and Gail Po er. 

Jason Heath (le ), Pastor  
of Winchester FBC  

with worship leader, Marty Keith.  

Worship online at Center Grove 
(le ), FBC Manchester (center)  

and Trinity (right).  
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How may we serve your church?  
We’re here to help. 

The Duck River Baptist Association 
P.O. Box 820 
Tullahoma, TN  37388 
 

931-455-5072 
931-455-5086 fax 
 
 

drba@cafes.net  @drbamissions 
www.duckrivermissions.org 
 

Mark Puckett, Director of Missions 
Casandra Buckner, Administrative Assistant 

As churches re-open, many of folks have expressed 
shock at the thought of not shaking hands at church. 

Here’s one idea some people are adopting… 
The woman in the picture below is using the universal 
sign language gesture for “I love you”. Some churches 

are suggesting the use of this sign as a greeting  
instead of shaking hands.  

As society continues to slowly emerge, 
the DRBA will be cautious about  
putting our folks in harm’s way. 
We will not have any large group meet-
ings in the month of May. This includes 
these previously scheduled gatherings: 
 
May 5th —    Pastors’ Lunch 
May 12th —  Executive Board 
May 12th —  WMU 
 

Take note that the Jesus Tent ministry  
at Bonnaroo scheduled in June has been  
moved to September 24-27. Please plan  
your toiletry collection for late summer.  
Stay abreast of this ministry and sign-up  
to volunteer at www.theJesusTent.com. 
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