
let’s go! 

letting go of expectations 

 

August 9, 2020  l  Pastor Jake Scott  l  Jeremiah 1:2-12 
 

1. Jake starts out by telling a story about the Crossway Orange softball team, and accidentally running by the sign 
from the third base coach. He says your expectations of something determine your experiences with that thing. 
Have you found this to be true? Can you think of a time your experience, for better or worse, was impacted by 
your expectation? 

 
 
 

2. In Jeremiah 1:2-10 God gives Jeremiah a picture of how the rest of his life is going to go. He gives him some high 
points and some incredibly low points. He shows him that God is going to use him powerfully and that he will 
need to go through hard times because of it.  
 
This leads to two questions: 

 
A. Would you want that? Would you want to know ahead of time your life's great struggles? 

 
 

B. As you look back on your life, has God used some of your greatest struggles either to advance his 
kingdom, or to cultivate character in you? If so, how? 

 
 
 
 

3. God shows Jeremiah an almond tree in a vision because the almond tree is the first tree indigenous to the region 
to bloom, but the last to produce fruit. This is going to be a parallel for Jeremiah's life. Jeremiah is going to be 
faithful and used by God, but the fruit of his life won't come for decades later. Jeremiah has to let go of his 
expectations for his life and from God in order to fulfill God's purposes for him. Jake asked if we would be willing 
to be like Jeremiah; to let go of our will for our life and our expectations in order to experience God and His 
purposes. This is an open-ended question. How did you feel about that question? Did things come up in your 
mind that you would not be willing to give up to be used by God? How did your heart respond? 

 
 
 
 

4. In Jeremiah 1:12, God promises that he watches over His word to ensure it is fulfilled. Jake talked about how this 
allows us to live with expectancy that God will show up and He will keep his promises. How is expectancy 
different then expectations? 

 
 
 
 

5. How are you doing living with expectancy, and letting go of expectations? How can we as your small group and 
small group leaders be praying for you and encouraging you? 


