
 

 

Revelation  
 

Title: God Behind the Headlines  
 
July 25, 2021/Dave Ripper – Lead Pastor 
 
Text: Revelation 12-14 
 
Small Group Questions 
 

 
1. It’s been said: change of pace + change of place = a change of perspective.  Whether 

through travel, time off, or even our church’s study of Revelation, how have you been 
able to find perspective this summer? 

 
 
 
 

2. Thoreau famously said, people read the times but not the eternities.  Amidst all the 
harrowing headlines that stream across our newsfeeds, it’s easy to question, “Where is 
God in all this?”  Not only so, but after all the disruption we’ve experienced, it’s made us 
question who we really are.  In this week’s message, Pastor Dave Ripper contended that 
to find a better way forward we must remember who we are.  Describe your perspective 
on who you are—your identity.  How is our view of ourselves connected to our view of 
God? 
 

 
 
 

3. Behind the headlines, a spiritual war is going on.  Read Revelation 7:7-17.  What is this 
war?  Who has won it?  How should this shape our perspective on what’s happening in 
the world around us? 
 

 
 

4. Three times in Revelation 12-14 John employs the phrase “this calls for.”  Read and 
reflect on these three passages. 

 
This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people. -Revelation 
13:10 
 
Why are Christians called to patient endurance?  How might you patiently endure now, 
and prepare yourself to do so in the future.  (Hint: consider Revelation 12:11 for 
application.) 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

15 The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first 
beast, so that the image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the 
image to be killed. 16 It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, 
free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, 17 so 
that they could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the 
beast or the number of its name. 
18 This calls for wisdom. -Revelation 13:15-18 

 
How would you define wisdom?  How might you grow to become a wise and 
discerning person?  In our ever-changing culture, how might you anchor your life 
in God’s wisdom? 

 
 
 

 
This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his 
commands and remain faithful to Jesus. -Revelation 14:12 

 
It’s been said that obedience is God’s love language.  How is God calling you to 
obey him now?  Is there something you need to stop doing, or something you 
need to start doing?  Has he given you a calling that you’ve been potentially 
putting off? 

 
 
 

 
5. Close in prayer.  Ask God that he would help us to see our world from his eternal 

perspective.  Ask that he would help us remember who we are as his beloved sons and 

daughters and as his church. 

 


