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Small Group Questions  
 

1. How would you define humility?  Who is someone you know who models humility?  
 

 
2. How do you think the American church has done at modeling humility in recent times, 

including throughout the pandemic?  In what ways might the church do better? 
 

 
3. Historian John Dickson notes, “As a plain historical statement, humility came to be 

valued in Western culture as a dismantling of the all-pervasive honor-shame paradigm of 
the ancient world.” -John Dickson, Humilitas 
 

 
From Pastor Dave’s sermon, discuss how humility was viewed before the time of Jesus. 

 
4. Read Jesus’ words from the following passages: Matthew 11:29; Matthew 18:1-5; Luke 

14:1, 7-11.  How do Jesus’ teachings recast a vision of what humility is and how it is to 
be lived out.  Consider why Jesus’ life, teachings and crucifixion were so revolutionary 
for his cultural moment. 
 

 
5. Read the ancient hymn recorded in Philippians 2:1-11.  How did the early church 

understand humility through the lens of Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection? 
 

 
6. Although we’re not always aware of it, the songs we sing as the church shape the beliefs 

we hold and how we live out our faith.  How might this hymn influence how early 
followers of Christ lived?  In what ways might our worship songs today help us become 
more humble, or, conversely, cause us to become more self-centered? 

 
 

7. Towards the end of his message, Pastor Dave said: “Just as humility revolutionized the 
Western world 2,000 years ago, could a rediscovery of this forgotten virtue revolutionize 
not only our country, but especially our church today?  Could the reason why things are 
so fractured, so divisive, so hostile be because we as Christians lost sight of our original 
charter—to lower ourselves for the sake of others—rather than fighting for our individual 
rights no matter the cost?”  How do these words strike you?  In what ways—or not—do 
these questions resonate with you?  What steps might the church take to incite a new 
movement towards humility? 

 
 

8. Close by praying for one another and for the church across our world—including our 
Crossway congregations. 


