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Exodus 18:1-27 
 

1. In this week’s message, Pastor Dave contended: “Hearing God is not a solo sport.  God speaks to us through 

others – and, God speaks to us for the sake of others.” Who is someone (a friend, family member, mentor) 

who God has used to provide guidance, encouragement and/or challenge in your life?  What counsel did they 

give you?  Has God ever used you to speak truth or encouragement into the life of another?  If so, how? 

 

 

 

 

2. Let’s put your Bible knowledge to the test.  Can you think of an example or two where God used someone to 

speak truth to someone else?  Share the stories behind these examples with one another.  What was the 

outcome of these interactions? (We’ll get to Jethro and Moses next, so think of other examples if you can.) 

 

 

 

 

3. Read Exodus 18:1-27.  (Since this is a long text, consider having multiple people in your group read.) What 

aspects of this story resonated most with you?  Is it easy for you to receive correction from others—like 

Moses received from Jethro?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

In verses 17-18 the text tells us, “Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good.  You 

will surely wear yourself out, both you and these people with you. For the task is too heavy for you; you 

cannot do it alone.”  How is the pace and workload of your life these days?  In what way(s) might God be 

saying to you, “What you are doing is not good”? 

 

 

 

 

4. As we celebrate Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. day this week, reflect on King’s relationship with his 

mentor, Howard Thurman.  From what Pastor Dave shared, what about this relationship struck you as 

significant? 

 

 

 

 

5. After King was nearly fatally attacked in 1958, Thurman visited him and offered these words (as told from 

Thurman’s autobiography): “When he told me [how long his recovery period would be], I urged him to ask 

them to extend the period by an additional two weeks. This would give him time away from the immediate 

pressure of the movement to reassess himself in relation to the cause, to rest his body and mind with healing 

detachment, and to take a long look that only solitary brooding can provide. The movement had become 

more than an organization; it had become an organism with a life of its own to which he must relate in fresh 

and extraordinary ways or be swallowed up by it.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Given our heated, polarized political climate, what might God be saying to us today through this counsel 

from Thurman to King from over 60 years ago? 

 

 

 

 

7. To close in prayer, consider praying this prayer written by Howard Thurman: 

 
 

O God, I need Thee, I need Your sense of time. Always I have an underlying 
anxiety about things. Sometimes I am in a hurry to achieve my ends and am 
completely without patience. It is hard for me to realize that some growth is slow, 
that not all processes are swift. I cannot discriminate between what takes time to 
develop and what can be rushed because my sense of time is dulled. O to 
understand the meaning of perspective that I may do all things with a profound 
sense of leisure of time. 
 
I need Your sense of order. The confusion of the details of living is sometimes 
overwhelming. The little things keep getting in my way, providing ready-made 
excuses for failure to do and be what I know I ought to do and be. Much time is 
spent on things that are not very important while significant things are put in an 
insignificant place in my scheme of order. I must unscramble my affairs so that 
my life will become order. O God, I need Your sense of order. 
 
I need Your sense of the future. Teach me to know that life is ever on the side of 
the future. Keep alive in me the future look, the high hope. Let me not be frozen 
either by the past or the present. Grant me, O Patient One, Your sense of the 
future without which all life would sicken and die.  Amen. 


