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ELINES
CONVERSATION GUIDE FOR SGLs

As a small group leader, it’s part of our job to create a  
safe place for group conversations to happen—one in which
your few value acceptance, confidentiality, and honesty. To 
do this, you’ll need to have some expectations for your group 
to follow. Not only are group guidelines a great way to help 
small group time go better, they give kids an outlet to practice 
respecting, listening to, and treating others the way they want 
to be treated. 

Keep in mind that guidelines work best when your few actually 
know what the boundaries are. To help make these statements 
memorable, you might even involve your few in deciding 
which ones make the list. Of course, there are lots of ways you 
hope your few will behave during small group, but your goal 
should be to come up with three to five memorable statements 
they can follow as a group. And don’t be surprised if you 
ocassionally need to remind your few what the guidelines are—
we all get carried away from time to time. So, to get your few 
talking about guidelines for your small group conversations, 
here are some ideas of things to say and not to say.
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WHAT TO SAY:

• “Having guidelines is a way for us to remember how to be kind.”

• “Showing respect to each other makes small group more fun
for everyone.”

• “What do you think it looks like for us to respect/show kindness
to one another?”

• “How would you like others to respond when you’re talking?
What would you not want them to do?”

Here are some guidelines we recommend for this age:

• We listen when someone else is talking.

• We use kind words when we talk about others.

• We don’t tease or make others feel bad.

• In short: We treat others the way we want to be treated.

WHAT NOT  TO SAY:

• “I’m the leader—you have to do what I say.”

• “These are rules. If you break one, you’ll be punished.”

• “If you don’t follow a guideline, you’ll be kicked out of the group.”

For more ideas of how to get your group talking (or when appropriate, 
NOT talking), check out The Art of Group Talk: How To Lead Better 
Conversations with Kids, available at the Orange Store and Amazon.
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