
 

 

Experience Christmas 
 
Date: December 5, 2021 
Title: Bringing God’s Dream to Birth 
Text: Luke 1:26-38 
 
Description: Life’s interruptions are often God’s invitations to follow him like never before.  This Sunday, 
Pastor Dave Ripper invites us to recognize and respond to God’s calling in our lives by saying ‘yes’ to him.  
Join us at Crossway as we discover how God is inviting you to play a part in bringing his dream for the world to 
birth. 
 
Small Group Questions 
 
1. What is an Advent or Christmas Tradition that you look forward to every year?  Are there any traditions, in 
particular, that are spiritually significant for you? 
 
2. Read Luke 1:26-38.  What aspects of this story intrigue you, or inspire you, or perplex you?   
 
3. Mary’s plan for her life was greatly interrupted by this calling.  When has your life plan ever been 
interrupted?  How have you met God amidst the disruption?  How has he called you? 
 
4. In the birth narratives of Jesus, we discover that Mary is not the only person given a miraculous calling.  Her 
relative, Elizabeth, also has an unlikely pregnancy and gives birth to John the Baptist in her old age.  We later 
learn that these two women forge an uncommon bond with each other given the unlikely circumstances they 
find themselves in.  Who have been people you’ve found unlikely friendships with in the Christian community?  
How might your small group be a place for community and solidarity like Mary shared with Elizabeth? 
 
5. The key verse Pastor Dave highlighted in his message is Luke 1:38, which says, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  What might have been like for Mary to respond to God’s 
calling with such an act of devotion?  How does surrender to God—saying ‘yes’ to him—bring freedom into our 
lives? 
 
6. How might God be calling you today?  In what ways might God be inviting you to be like the beetles in the 
Galapagos Islands, whose seemingly small roles play a big part in the ecosystem?  What are “small ways” you 
might be creatively faithful to God today? 
 
7. Close by sharing prayer requests.  Pray the Methodist Covenant Prayer to wrap up your time together: 
 
I am no longer my own, but yours. 
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 
put me to doing, put me to suffering; 
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 
exalted for you, or brought low for you; 
let me be full, 
let me be empty, 
let me have all things, 
let me have nothing: 
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 
to your pleasure and disposal. 
And now, glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
you are mine and I am yours. 


