
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

READING PLAN AND ADVENT GUIDE
 
 
WEEK 4 
 
DAY 1: PRINCE OF PEACE 
The title, Prince of Peace, indicates that the Christ will bring the Shalom of God - meaning so 
much more than just the absence of war. Shalom describes wholeness and completeness in 
body and soul; it means the restoration of that which has been lost; it means deep, abiding joy 
and everyday happiness. That kind of peace means right relationship with our fellow humans 
and with the God of the Universe.  
 
Jesus said, “My peace I give to you” (John 14:27). The Apostle Paul declared that, “Jesus himself 
is our peace” (Ephesians 2:14). Through the centuries, those who have submitted their hearts to 
Jesus have experienced a supernatural shalom which has remained with them even through the 
most brutal of persecutions and trials this life offers - it is a “peace that passes/transcends 
understanding” (Philippians 4:7).  
 
Some children dread their parents turning off the “big light” at bedtime. How would you calm a 
child who was afraid of the dark? Has God ever given you peace and when you would normally 
have been full of anxiety and fear?  Talk about these questions with a child or an adult. 
 
Meditate on a world truly at peace for a moment. More than that, think about a world where 
every person experiences the Shalom of God. How is that different than your (incomplete) 
version of Heaven? 
 
Have you asked the Prince of Peace into your life? If not, will you do so, right now, in a 
prayer?  If so, what do you think it means to be his emissary of peace at home, at school, at 
work, or in the neighborhood?  
 
VISUAL MEDITATION 
Take a few minutes to consider the art created for Prince of Peace? What do you see? Respond 
with your own words or images.  
 
 
 

 



DAY 2:  READ ISAIAH 9:2-7  
The Lord promised them a Redeemer. Isaiah says, “There will be no gloom.” The Redeemer will 
come and bring to the world the dawning of a new day. This prophecy looked to the first and 
the second coming of Christ. Isaiah declared both the humanity (“A Child is born”) and the deity 
(“A Son is given”) of the Lord Jesus Christ. If His name is “Wonderful,” then there will be nothing 
dull about his reign! As Counselor, He has the wisdom to rule justly and as the Mighty God, He 
has the power to execute His wise plans. “Everlasting Father” does not suggest that the Son is 
also the Father, for each Person in the Godhead is distinct. “Father of Eternity” is a better 
translation. If you want anything eternal, you must get it from Jesus Christ; He is the “Father of 
Eternity.”  
 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 
 
DAY 3:  READ PSALM 96 
In this Psalm the psalmist gives four commands to God’s people and backs up each command 
with a reason for their obedience. We are to SING! The news is good! A new experience of 
God’s blessing, a new truth discovered in the Word, a new beginning after a crisis, a new open 
door for service - all of this can make an old song new or give us a new song from the Lord.  
 
We are to PRAISE God because He is great and He is worthy of our praise. We are to WORSHIP 
Him! After all He has done for us the only proper response is to worship our God. We are also 
to REJOICE because the King is coming!  One day Jesus is coming back to set things right. To 
bring back justice, to set the creation free and to redeem His Children. Let us rejoice.  
 
 
DAY 4: READ TITUS 2:11-14 
God’s grace redeems us. People could not save themselves. God’s grace had to bring salvation 
to a lost mankind. This salvation is not discovered by sinners; it appears to them via the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God in His grace sent His Son to redeem those in the 
bondage of sin. This salvation is for all men and women who receive it. There is a universal 
need, and God provided a universal remedy for all who believe. Jesus is our God and Savior. 
Let’s all believe in Him.  
 
 
DAY 5: READ LUKE 2:1-14, (15-20) 
What a great passage to read every Christmas Eve. The story is old, but is ever new, and God’s 
people never tire of it. While Jesus was as weak as other babies humanly speaking, he was also 
the center of power as far as heaven was concerned. Dr. Luke gives us three glimpses into the 
early years of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Jesus’ birth drew Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. When Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word,” it meant that from then on, her life would 
be a part of fulfillment of divine prophecy. Caesar Augustus was ruling, but God was in charge, 
for He used Caesar’s edict to move Mary and Joseph eighty miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
to fulfill His word.  



Jesus’ birth drew the angels from heaven. The angels came down to earth praising God and 
said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.” The whole purpose of the plan of salvation is “glory to God.” Finally, the glory of God 
was returning to earth in the person of His Son. The lowly manger was the Holy of Holies 
because Jesus was there!  
 
Jesus’ birth also drew the shepherds from the fields. The first announcement of Jesus’ birth was 
given to shepherds. These shepherds are good examples for us to follow. They received by faith 
the message God sent them and responded with immediate obedience. After seeing Jesus, they 
reported the good news to others, “glorifying and praising God.” Telling others about our Lord 
and Savior Jesus is a solemn obligation as well as a great privilege, and we who are believers 
must be faithful.  
 


