
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

READING PLAN AND ADVENT GUIDE
 
 
WEEK 3 
 
DAY 1:  EVERLASTING FATHER 
It is said, “Mothers, raise boys; Fathers, raise men.” Mothers provide life, nurture and safety; fathers 
provide identity, direction and independence. Many suggest that in this culture the practical role of the 
father ends sometimes around 18 years old (or 21, or 26). By then the process of becoming an adult is 
complete and a child is independent from his or her parents.  
 
That is why it is so important that Messiah be an Everlasting Father. Our culture tells us that as we get 
older, we should need our Fathers less, that maturity means independence. Scripture teaches us that as 
we grow, we recognize our need for God more. He is our Everlasting Father because we are in 
everlasting need. We constantly drive our identity, direction and indolence from Him.  
 
How is God willing to let you help Him in doing His will? (Think of an artist mother who allows her 
younger daughter to help her draw.) 
 
Taking the hard road means needing God more. What might God be calling you to do today that 
requires leaning on Him a bit more that you’re accustomed to? 
 
How is “the world” calling you to greater independence… but how is God calling you to greater 
dependence-right now? Bring these circumstances before the Lord in a prayer. 
 
Take a few minutes to consider the art created for Everlasting Father? What do you see? Respond with 
your own words or images. 
 
 
DAY 2:  READ ISAIAH 35:1-10 
The prophet Isaiah reminds us that one day the glorious Kingdom will be established, but the wilderness 
will not remain a wilderness for the Lord will transform the earth into a Garden of Eden. All of nature 
looks eagerly for the coming of the Lord, for nature knows that it will be set free from the curse of sin 
and share the glory of the kingdom. The future is your friend when Jesus is your Savior and Lord.  
 
 
DAY 3: READ PSALM 146:5-10 
The writer of this Psalm tells us that life means praising God, trusting God, loving God and reigning with 

 



God. We can do that today! As we get closer to celebrating the birth of Jesus, let’s focus on praising Him, 
trusting Him, loving Him, and reigning with Him.  
 
 
DAY 4: READ JAMES 5:7-10 
James writes in this section about the power of patience. Three times he reminded us of the coming of 
the Lord. This is the “blessed hope” of the Christian. We do not expect to have everything easy and 
comfortable in this present life. We must patiently endure hardships and heartaches until Jesus returns. 
It means to stay put and stand fast when you’d like to run away.  
 
 
DAY 5: READ  MATTHEW 11:2-11 
When John the Baptist was in prison he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or should we expect someone else?” Our Lord’s reply to John revealed both tact and tenderness. 
Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, 
those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”  
 
Let’s trust in Jesus fully as we prepare for Christmas.  
 

 
 


