
 

   

 



 

   

 

COVER ART BY KAYLA CHAMBERLAIN 



 

   

 

 

READ 1 PETER 1:3-9 
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ADAM TOMLINSON 
 

HOPE 
“Hope is being able to see that there is a light  

despite all of the darkness.” 
                                                 Desmond Tutu 

 

As the nights continue to come earlier in the day, the darkness abounding in 

the world becomes more real. It becomes almost oppressive. News stories, 

job loss, sickness and death, and fractured relationships are met by darkness 

in the physical world, not only our emotional and mental worlds. Neverthe-

less, Christmas’ position near the winter solstice means that just as the dark-

ness gets most oppressive, we are met with Hope. Hope that days will get 

longer, temperatures will rise, and the darkness will fade. 

Hope is something that often gets confused with optimism, but the two are 

not the same. Optimism is the belief that things are good, or better than they 

seem, or, in the philosophical sense, the belief that what we are currently ex-

periencing is “as good as it can be.” Hope, however, is the belief that whether 

or not things are currently bad, there is something good, something loving, 

and something to look forward to. As Tutu said, Hope is the ability to see 

light, no matter the amount of darkness in view. For Christians, that belief is 

located in the persons of the Holy Trinity and the promises of Scripture.  

The devotions this week will set our hope on Jesus. We’ll begin celebrating 

Christmas differently than the world around us, by focusing on hope rather 

than optimism. Through these readings, we’ll be thankful for the promises 

we’ve been given.  

You may consider how you might have lived as a Jew, going through similar 

circumstances, but without the teachings of Jesus, and only the longing for a 

Messiah. 
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CHARLES BRUNET 
 

EVERLASTING LOVE 

"To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are  
enthroned in the heavens!" 
                      Psalm 123:1  

 
Throughout my life there have been seasons and years where despair seems 
to run rampant - deaths in the family, the loss of friendships, difficulties in par-
enting, loss of self-confidence, and more. And this year is one of those years. 
Work is overwhelming, children are becoming "wise to the ways of the world," 
they are struggling in school; there is nothing like the pain of a parent seeing 
pain in their children. And so, I need to remember to look up at the one en-
throned in the heavens! 
 
Psalm 123 is a "Song of Ascent".  Whether being sung in a processional on 
the way up to the Temple, or during the return 'up from' exile in Babylon, the 
Songs of Ascents were the heart cry of Israel sung in anticipation, expecta-
tion and hope of something higher. Just two short chapters before this, Psalm 
121 declares, "I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord who made Heaven and Earth." 
 
Have you ever just thrown your arms and hands up in the air and look des-
perately toward the clouds, hoping for a different circumstance - something 
having to do with health, wisdom, justice, peace, safety, comfort, compas-
sion?  Like those in the wilderness in Numbers 21, do you ever feel snake 
bitten and want to look up to the staff for healing? 
 
The Magi in Matthew 2 travel by looking up and following a star.  They are 
anticipating meeting a child who will not just be a "ruler," but will be a 
"shepherd to his people."  They are hoping for someone to come and save 
them, feed them, to be a prince among them. And we can learn from the Ma-
gi, that we, as Christians, have a distinct advantage over others. As Paul 
says in Ephesians 2:12, our hope, unlike the hope of unbelievers, is rooted in 
the fact that God is with us. 
 
The hope this season brings is not just restricted to 25 days, but is everlast-
ing because God is with us.  He is Emmanuel - and has come to bring peace, 
joy, comfort, justice, healing. When we lift our eyes - and our hearts - to him 
we have hope in the one enthroned in the Heavens and He is not restricted 
there.  He is with us and He is for us! 
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KAVIN KANG 
 

DEALING WITH UNCERTAINTY 
Not knowing what’s going to happen next in my life is a scary 
feeling. Full disclosure: I like to know things in full advance, 
plan things out when possible, and avoid surprises at all 
costs. However, I’ve found that my strategy to handle uncer-

tainty doesn’t always end too well. I find myself constantly in analysis paraly-
sis. It’s not really me being a perfectionist, but more so my fear of failing dis-
astrously. I am at the age where there are some big life decisions ahead of 
me (career prospects, moving out, etc.). These are decisions where I don’t 
want to act hastily. To make matters worse, I tend to act only when I have 
talked to someone else about it. I don’t find my judgment strong enough, so I 
always get someone else’s opinion to supplement my own. 
 
But where’s the hope in all of this? 
 
Romans 8:24 says, “Hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what 
he already has?” This tactic of planning and fail-proofing to deal with uncer-
tainty is wholly reliant on me rather than on God. I am trusting in myself in 
order to ensure certain outcomes rather than trusting in God, who already 
knows exactly how everything is going to end up. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Here I am, 
worried about making sure nothing in my life becomes disastrous and God 
has already taken care of it. 
 
It continues on in Romans 8:28 saying, “And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.” God is the only one who can give true hope in uncertainty. I 
have realized that, in the midst of overwhelming fear of not knowing what to 
do next, I need to turn to God to get me through it. 
 
No matter how much we try to plan things out, there will always be uncertain-
ty in life. We can always turn to God in these moments and I think what God 
wants us to pray for is complete trust in him - to trust that God takes care of 
every single tiny detail of your life and that God has something spectacular 
planned for you. It’s not to say your life is going to be easier. If there’s some-
thing in your life that you are uncertain about, pray to God about it and place 
it in his hands. It is in God alone that our hope is found, not in what we know 
but what is revealed through him. 
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JAMES LAMARR 
 

TRUSTING GOD BRINGS HOPE 

“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the LORD. 
‘Plans to prosper you, not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.’” 

                                    Jeremiah 29:11    

What is hope? 

This may seem like a pretty unintelligent question but in my defense I’ve nev-
er really written something that this many people are going to read before 
and, I guess the definition of the topic is as good a place to start as any. My 
Merriam Webster pocket dictionary (God loves us nerds too) says that hope 
is, “to desire something with the expectation of fulfillment.” Okay, that’s nice! 
So what? 

Well, we live in a fallen world. Because mankind chose to disobey God, we 
now reap what we’ve sown. Everything from war to poverty and even death 
itself are results of sin. Pretty bleak, right? That’s where hope comes in. See, 
back in Bible times God’s people were waiting for the prophesied Messiah, 
the one God promised to send to save people from their sins. When Jesus 
came to earth, whether most people at the time knew it or not, there was 
hope for mankind  because Jesus would one day die on a cross for all people 
everywhere. It was all part of God’s master plan to save his creation which he 
loves so much. Us! 

But, where does hope come from? True hope comes from God. I chose Jere-
miah 29:11 because this verse has been very helpful to me. As a high school 
student, it’s easy to worry about the future and this verse has helped me 
through anxious times in my life. It always gives me comfort, and it reminds 
me that God’s in control and has a plan for my life. He has a plan for your life 
too. 

Hope is what keeps us going. It goes hand in hand with faith, which is trusting 
in things we can’t see. When you trust God, you have hope in his promise 
that he “will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6.) This holi-
day season, try to take some time to thank God for the hope he gave us in 
the form of his son, Jesus Christ. 

ART BY AMELIA 



 

   

ERIN GRANT 
 

LIVING HOPE 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead.”   
                                                                                                     1 Peter 1:3 

 
I heard a story about a man who doesn’t know God; he doesn’t know how 
hard God fought for him by giving His own son or how hard God continues to 
fight for him. This man is suicidal. While driving down the road, he sees an 
abandoned car and heads towards it hoping to not wake up from the crash. 
When first responders get to the crash scene, the man is still in his car that 
has now burst into flames, too unsafe for even firefighters to go near. At this 
point there seems no hope left of saving this man’s already hopeless life. 
 
Suddenly two men, not firefighters or medics, show up out of nowhere. They 
walk through the flames, get the man out of the car to safety and leave the 
scene. People watching are astounded. Then, these men just disappeared; 
no one saw where they came from or where they went. What we know now 
though, is that these men worked from the hand of God because this man’s 
life was not only saved on that day, but again years later when he accepted 
Christ as his Lord.   
 
What’s the significance of this story? Most of us know the story of Christ’s 
birth. We know that His birth brought hope for our eternal life with our Father 
in Heaven. But what is so easy to forget is that Christ is our LIVING HOPE, 
the hope that He carries us through each day. The day you choose to follow 
Christ is not the last day He is with you until you die and go to heaven; it is 
the first day of a relationship with God. Living Hope is the hope to be with 
God one day, but also the hope that God gives us through His Holy Spirit 
who lives with us every day until that day comes. It is the hope that comes 
with knowing that every day your life is in fact worth living, because, in God’s 
eyes, it sure was worth dying for. 
 
The hope I see in the story of this man is the LIVING HOPE of Jesus. God 
saw a man with no hope and gave him endless hope by miraculously saving 
his life and giving him a second chance to live with Christ. Jesus is our LIV-
ING HOPE - every hour, every minute, every second of every day, up until 
the day our Father calls us home. 
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READ PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9 
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DAVE SMITH 
 

PEACE 
The second week of November I walked into Pheasant 
Lane Mall. It was eerily quiet. The back to school sales 
were long gone. Halloween madness had disappeared into 
the night. It felt like the eye of a hurricane. 

 
Retailers tidied up displays. Sales people discussed which shirts to put front 
and center. There was an anxious look to the storm that was on the horizon: 
Black Friday. 
 
As you read these words, the tsunami we call Black Friday has rolled through 
our community, unleashing behind her wave after wave of Christmas shop-
pers. People scurry about, searching for the latest and greatest in gadgets 
and gizmos, toys and treats. Others surf the internet wildly, hunting for that 
elusive something. 
 
What they won’t find is the one thing our souls crave most: peace. In a world 
longing for peace, we remember the good news of Jesus, announced so long 
ago. 
 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy for all people. Today in 
the city of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ, the Lord.” 
 
In Jesus, we find peace. Jesus tells us, “my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.” The good news of Christmas is this: in Christ, we have peace with 
God, a peace that surpasses all understanding and weathers any storm. 
 
As you read these devotions, may you know His peace. May He fill you with 
peace this season and always. 

ART BY JORDYN 



 

   

OLIVIA GOODALE 

 

PEACE IS A CHOICE 

Every story has a moment of peace. When following the typical 
story arc, peace comes at the end, in the resolution after the cli-
max. But you can’t help but think, what happens next? The good 
guys are victorious in the grand battle, the underdogs win the 
championship game, the couple live happily ever after. Then what? 
 
There will always be another battle to fight. There’s next year’s championship game 
and anyone who has been in a relationship (romantic, family, friend or otherwise) 
knows that happy endings are not reality. The world has a tendency to idolize peace 
but never address it as more than a dream. Peace is defined as a freedom from dis-
turbance, but this world is not willing to grant you that freedom. In the chaos of to-
day’s world where busy schedules reign supreme, we want nothing more than to live 
in the moments of a story where the victory is won and there is peace. 
 
You can live in that moment. But you have to choose it, each and every day. 
 
In the Old Testament the prophet Isaiah spoke of the peace that would come to the 
world in the innocent Son, “and He will be called - Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of His government and peace 
there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:6-7 NIV). This peace was given as a promise to God’s 
chosen people 700 years before the Savior would come. And 700 years later when 
this child was born the angels would worship, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased” (Luke 2:14 NLT). 
 
God promised peace, and He delivered. But His promise was not over yet. 
 
The Son had a choice. He chose to give His life and grant us His peace. “Peace I 
leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27 NKJV). 
 
Jesus chose you. He was born, lived, and died so that you might have peace through 
the salvation of  his selfless sacrifice  to die for  your sins. Jesus chose you.  Will you 
Choose Him? 
 
He provides peace this world will only dream of and idolize in stories. Choose Jesus 
and listen to His command “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, when we choose Him we are called into a happily-ever-
after relationship with the God of the universe, the God who died, loved, and lives for 
you. “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16 NKJV). Call to Him and He will 
give you peace. 
 
Jesus chose you. Will you choose Him? 

ART BY YSABEL  



 

   

JAMES MANGUM 
 

PEACE THAT RECONCILES 
In our human existence we are all too familiar with a lack of 
peace: strife over a battle of wills in a relationship, quarrels 
among siblings or husband and wife, enemies, wars, fights, 
conflict. Where they are human relationships there will be 

times of conflict and brokenness. Because of sin there is a separation be-
tween man and God and a warranted judgment. Oh to find and restore peace 
between a person and God! But, there is a promise of peace. Psalm 29:11 
says “the LORD (Jehovah) will give strength to His people, the LORD 
(Jehovah) will bless His people with peace.” 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 tells of the Son that would be given to us who will be called, 
among other titles, the “Prince of Peace.” He would be the source and the 
giver of peace. When the angel appeared to those lowly shepherd‘s that night 
they brought the good news of great joy: the Savior, the Christ is born! (Luke 
2:10-14) And the heavenly host proclaimed glory to God in the highest, and 
“peace on earth.” The promises from Psalms and Isaiah were being filled! 
 
When the Savior, the Christ Jesus gave His last words of exhortation to His 
disciples, before He was to be arrested, tortured and crucified, He assured 
them He really was the Son of God and that He was about to go to the Fa-
ther. He tells them this so that in Him they might have peace (John 16:33), 
peace in the midst of his arrest and crucifixion, and their scattering. It was an 
inner peace of confidence in God’s sovereign plan that would be fulfilled in 
the person of Christ. Circumstances were not peaceful, but peace was availa-
ble through trusting in Christ. 
 
By Jesus’ death on the cross He “reconciled all things to Himself” and He 
“made peace through the blood of the cross” (Col 1:20).  Because of the tur-
moil of the cross, peace between a person and God is possible and available. 
Are you at peace with God through placing your trust in Jesus as the Savior? 
Are you at peace in your relationship with God or are you in conflict with Him 
because of sin?  
 
Peace is available to you. Jesus provides it and He offers it freely. Make this 
Christmas a time to restore, or maybe find for the first time, peace between 
you and God. 

ART BY HUDSON 



 

   

SARAH SCOTT 
 

HE LOVES US—HE WILL NOT LEAVE US 

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him.”   

                                                                                       1 John 4:9 
 
How can there be a God if there is so much suffering in this world? What sort of a 
loving being would allow loved ones to die early, children to be bullied, and evil to 
dominate so much of this world? The answers to these questions are not carved into 
stone nor inscribed into biblical documents.  While skeptics utilize tragic events in 
attempts to discredit God’s love for us, the reality is that Jesus specifically promises 
that in this life we will have trouble.  In 2 Timothy 3:12 the Lord says, “All those who 
want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 
Why would God allow evil and suffering?  He created us in His image and part of His 
image is having free will.  A truly free will is one that could reject God and His good-
ness. Much of the suffering we see in this world is from mean, cruel, inhuman, selfish 
free will choices of people… from war to murder, racism, hatred, greed, classism, 
and oppression of all kinds.   
 
Or does God allow suffering because it molds and shapes us and drives us away 
from the frivolous stuff of this world and forces us to consider and focus on eternal 
truths?  As CS Lewis once wrote “Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers 
to us in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains. It is his 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 
 
Pastor Tim Keller said “Two things can happen when you suffer.  One is you think 
‘I’m being punished.’  But the cross says, no, Jesus took your punishment…. The 
second question comes up, ‘Well, maybe God doesn’t care.’ But the cross says God 
does care. Jesus went to the cross out of His love for you.”  
Whether God allows evil, pain, and suffering for these reasons or some other reason, 
one thing we know for sure - God cares.  He didn’t have to personally enter into this 
world, but He did.  He didn’t have to take the punishment for sin that only He could 
bear to connect us back to a holy and perfect God of justice, but He did.   
 
To those who truly love him, the Lord gives us peace.  However, the peace he gives 
is not the typical depiction of relaxing in a cozy, comfortable blanket by the fireplace 
with hot chocolate in hand. Peace gifted by God can be found in the darkest times. It 
is the wave of comfort that crashes over a father at the foot of his daughter’s death-
bed, when the Holy Spirit whispers that whether she wakes up on earth or in heaven, 
everything will be alright. God’s peace is the voice that calms a mother’s nervous 
instincts as she is rushed to the hospital on the day her child will be born. God’s 
peace is the gift of his presence in the times we need it most, the knowledge that we 

are truly saved despite our imperfections. God is with us, He loves us, and He will 
never leave us. 
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LUKE LAMARR 
 

PEACE THROUGH OBEDIENCE 

 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  

                                                                                              Philippians 4: 6-7 
 
I feel like peace is a very difficult topic to discuss because there are many 
different types of peace. The peace that has been most important in my life, 
however, is peace though obedience. To better explain this, let me share my 
story. 
 
Three years ago, when I was thirteen, God put it on my heart to get baptized. 
I doggedly avoided this calling with excuses. “What if I just THINK I'm ready, 
but I'm really not?” Or, “What expectations will people have of me?” Whenev-
er I thought about it, I couldn't relax. Sometimes it would keep me up at night. 
A few years later, I was given my first ever opportunity to go to Christ In 
Youth: Move. The point of the sermon at C.I.Y. was bringing your whole self 
into the light, faults and all, so that God can use you. Those who wanted to 
accept Christ, or rededicate their lives, were asked to stand under a lamp-
post. At that moment, I really looked back over the years and how I was put-
ting off getting baptized. I realized that in doing that, I was refusing to take the 
next step. I was refusing to grow. It didn't matter that I still had issues to deal 
with or that I didn't feel mature yet, He could use me where I was. I went 
down and stood under the light. 
 
I remember as I was walking out of the gymnasium later that night, something 
hit me. I had been a Christian for years, but I had just publicly declared my 
faith by standing under the light in a PACKED college gymnasium. Suddenly, 
not only was I ready to be baptized, the prospect looked a LOT easier. 
Around two months later, I was baptized and I felt so much better, inside and 
out. It was almost like a physical burden had been removed. But the best part 
was the relief and assurance I felt. I didn't realize how much it had been af-
fecting me until after it was done. Stepping out of your comfort zone feels 
vexatious while it's happening, but the peace you get after you know you 
have done what God wants you to do is worth it. 
   
Is your conscience being marred by something you haven't done that God is 
asking you to do? Do you want to experience peace through obedience to 
Christ? I implore you to take the next step of faith this Christmas season, and 
feel the peace of God which transcends all understanding. 
ART BY SASHA  



 

   

 

 

READ HEBREWS 11:1-4 
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ABHIJEET LALL 
 

JOY 
“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory  

of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring  

                      you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  
                       Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;  
                      he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You  
                         will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

                                                                                                       Luke 2:9-12 
 
We live in a world that has many calamities and natural disasters, a world 
that seems to have more bad news than good. We live in a world where there 
is not much joy. The fires going on in California, the gas explosions in Massa-
chusetts and the hurricanes are a testament to that. 
In today’s world, people look for joy in sports, television, drugs, electronics, 
video games, social media, cell phones, and money. However, these things 
do not bring true joy, even if they may bring temporary happiness. These 
things leave a void in people's hearts, minds and lives. 
 
At the beginning of 2018, my wife Katie and I went through a hard time where 
we did not have a lot of good news. Katie was pregnant at this time and we 
found out that we were going to have another daughter. We chose the name 
Ava Joy, specifically because she brought us so much joy during an uncer-
tain and difficult time. Her name is a great reminder for us to always choose 
JOY because Jesus works in and through our lives in all circumstances.   
 
In the Christmas story we see an incredible turn of events. When the world 
was at its darkest, and times were uncertain, God brought Joy. God came 
down, born of a virgin, laid there on the straw in an animal feed trough and 
they called him Jesus which means Emmanuel God with us! God sent joy in 
the form of a tiny baby who will be the source of great joy to all people. 
 
As you reflect on the devotionals this week, consider not the momentary feel-
ing we may experience in good times, but the lasting joy that is an inward ex-
perience unaffected by the storms of life. Recall that joy is a gift from God to 
cherish everyday no matter our circumstance or situation. Remember that joy 
comes from knowing that our identity is in Jesus Christ who lives inside us 
and in knowing that Jesus has overcome the world. 
My encouragement to everyone this Christmas is to CHOOSE JOY because 
Jesus is our savior and he has overcome the world. 
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ANDREA MACLEAN 
 

A ‘RANAN’ KIND OF JOY 

Joy. What is that? 
 
The first thought that comes to mind with joy is happiness 
and contentment. The feeling you get when you’re free falling after you’ve 
convinced your husband it was a good idea to go skydiving with you, for all 
you adrenaline junkies. Finishing a satisfying piece of literature curled up by 
the fire place with a cup of hot cocoa in hand, for all you bookworms. Signing 
your name on a piece of canvas that bears your soul, for all you creative ge-
niuses. Or, watching a loved one break into a contagious smile when they 
behold the gift you spent hours hunting for, for all you memory makers. 
 
But where is joy in the midst of tragedy and chaos? Rage and fear? Where is 
joy in the mindset of extreme panic, anxiety and depression? Suddenly joy 
becomes a hard choice. Not an adjective to describe an exhilarating experi-
ence. Psalm 5:11 says, “But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them 
ever sing for joy. Spread your protection over them, that those who love your 
name may rejoice in you.” 
 
The word joy in this verse in Hebrew is called “ranan” and it means “to give a 
ringing cry.” Ranan is also the same word used in the battle of Jericho. 
“When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole 
army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will 
go up, everyone straight in.” (Joshua  6:5 ) Did you catch that? “...a loud 
shout...” Ranan. Joy. King David and Joshua paint the picture of joy as a bat-
tle cry. An opportunity to worship God in the suffocating heat of war. 
 
Today I challenge myself to choose joy, to get the war drums ready to do bat-
tle alongside our God who promises to go before us and after us, if I let Him. 
For those of us who saw the latest Mad Max installment called Fury Road in 
2015, remember the scene when the War Boys are chasing Imperator Furio-
sa and the War Boys have their heavy metal band banging the drums and 
firing up the guitars to intimidate Imperator Furiosa because she stole some-
thing from their fearless leader Immortan Joe?  That is the image I envision 
joy encapsulating when we choose to worship God on the spiritual battlefield. 
 
Read Psalm 5:11 again with that in mind. Will you turn your joy into worship? 
Transition your worship into a battle cry? 
 
Ranan. Battle Cry. Go with God. Boom. 
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JAMES BENSSON 
 

PEACE FROM AN IDENTITY BUILT ON 
CHRIST 

  
Before I accepted Christ my identity was based on how well I 

                          performed in various worldly pursuits, always competing with 
others to try and be the best. This tendency manifested itself through the fol-
lowing thought patterns: 
 
-  I need to study more to get better grades than Johnny. 
- I need to work more to make more money than Steve. 
- I need eat well and exercise to be more attractive. 
- … and the list goes on. 
 
Within this framework, life becomes an endless, tiring competition with one of 
two outcomes. 
 
1. Most of the time you’re losing, someone is nearly always better than     

you, and you’re left thinking, “How could anyone ever love me, a loser?” 
2. On very few occasions the stars align, and you’re ahead of the pack. You 

feel like you’re on top of the world but it’s all for the wrong prideful, selfish 
reasons. 

 
For me, a deep peace came when I realized that my identity does not have to 
be based on my own performance. Instead, it can come from the truth that 
God loves me regardless of how I perform. Romans 5:8 says, “But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” This passage shows that even when we perform poorly by 
messing up, failing, losing, sinning, or even walking away from Christ, God 
still loves us and never gives up on us. 
 
So what about you? Are you stuck in a never-ending competition, trying to 
keep up with this ever-accelerating world? After being stuck in this rut for 
most of my life, I can assure you that there is another way. You are amazing 
not because of what you do, but because you are God’s child and He loves 
you.  
 
I hope that truth brings you peace. 
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JELENA RUTTER 

 

PSALMS OF JOY 

 

Joy is a word which Christians often misunderstand. The diction-
ary explains it as a feeling of pleasure or happiness synonymous 
with triumph, jubilation, delight, and ecstasy. In a way, it is. Joy is a pleasant feeling 
and it sometimes accompanies an accomplishment of some sort. The difficulty with 
understanding joy comes when Christians look at the joy of the world the same way 
they look at the joy that God has given. Joy is, after all, a fruit of the Spirit. 

Psalm 5:11 says “But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. 
Spread your protection over them that those who love your name may rejoice in you.” 
Let them EVER sing for joy. The joy we have is present always. We can always be 
glad in God, no matter what happens.  There is refuge and protection in God. Peace 
and joy go hand in hand so well, because joy comes out of the peace we have in Je-
sus. 

“Cast all your anxiety on Him because he cares for you.”  - 1 Peter 5:7 

“Why my soul, are you so downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your 
hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my God.”  - Psalm 42:11 

Think about the Psalms; so many were written by David, a man of war whose chil-
dren fought and killed among themselves. He did things and saw things he would 
rather not have had to face. But he was also a man after God’s own heart, and the 
Psalms are known for being full of joy, perfect for showing reverence and awe in wor-
ship for our God. There are Psalms full of torment and weeping, but among that is a 
joy that has been turned to by those in need for years upon years. 

Jesus himself is an example. John 15:11 says “I have told you this so that My joy 
may be in you, and your joy may be complete.” Jesus, who tells his disciples they will 
be scorned and hated for their faith, who is about to be crucified and, a chapter later 
in John 16:20, tells the disciples they will weep and mourn while the world rejoices, 
also tells them to have His joy and that theirs will be complete. 

Can you be joyful and sorrowful at the same time? I have been. I have seen loved 
ones die and been desperately sorrowful, but also joyful, in learning through that 
pain— and remembering that I will meet them again. 

Joy is not just a feeling of happiness. It is a deep understanding of what is coming, 
and what has come. We know that in the midst of our pain, Christ is with us and He’s 
on his way to rescue us forever. Joy is truly a feeling of triumph for what we have 
gained in our savior, who was born in a stable, died in torment, and who is risen in 
glory. 
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JONATHAN GRIFFIN 
 

EVERLASTING JOY 
When thinking about joy, one of the passages I love is Isaiah 
61. Immediately at the beginning of this chapter, we are con-
fronted with the Holy Word of God: God himself speaking to 
the people of Judah in a time when the Assyrians are be-

coming more of a threat, an ever increasing danger. 

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted… and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a 
crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks 
of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor…. In-
stead of their shame my people will receive a double portion, and instead of 
disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance; and so they will inherit a double 
portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs.” 

God looks down and sees His people’s worry. He knows their fear and their 
circumstances and, in his compassion, he gives them hope in a description 
filled with imagery. God will clothe us with a garment of praise and he will 
make us oaks of righteousness who are firm and deeply rooted. God promis-
es His people an inheritance far greater than their original portion. The inher-
itance it says in verse seven is everlasting joy. When I read these verses, I 
am struck not only by how God knows and has authority over all our circum-
stances, but also that His compassion extends from this very moment all the 
way through eternity. Shame will be replaced with rejoicing and despair will 
be replaced by a spirit of praise. God doesn’t see His people as weaklings 
about to be scattered. God sees His children, and He intends on taking their 
mourning clothes and anointing them with the oil of gladness, making them 
perfectly righteous. For those who have accepted Jesus Christ this is a cer-
tainty, a promise straight from the Lord. “For he has clothed me with gar-
ments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness as a bride-
groom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels.” 

Traveling through life is difficult, painful, wearisome, and arduous, but it is 
temporary. The end is known and that is why Isaiah writes “I delight greatly in 
the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God.” His response is correct. Everlasting 
joy is for the sons and daughters of Christ. Regardless of circumstance, re-
gardless of people’s perception, God looks at us and makes us righteous. 
How can our response be anything but a wellspring of praise and a shout for 
joy?   
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MORGAN LONG 
 

VICTORIOUS JOY 
As I reflect on the Christmas season and the birth of a baby 
that changed everything, I can’t help but reflect on the birth of 
our first child. When Jackson arrived, our lives got turned up-
side down. Suddenly this tiny human depended on us for his 
every need and for the first time we were forced to step outside ourselves to 
care for him.   
 
As time went on, it became obvious that Jackson was “different.”  His intellec-
tual maturation far exceeded the developmental timelines of his peers, while 
his social progression was a bit delayed.  He would eventually be diagnosed 
with Asperger’s Syndrome.  Having a special needs child has not been easy 
for our family.  It has been an interesting journey learning to navigate these 
incredibly foreign waters. Like many parents, our days start so early that we 
often feel completely drained before we even leave the house for school, but 
unlike most, Jackson's day time hours are completely unpredictable. We nev-
er know when the next phone call or email is going to come from the school 
and when school is over, we have a whole new set of challenges to embrace. 
 
One of the biggest challenges we face outside of school hours is making sure 
his younger brother, Brody, gets the attention he needs when so much of our 
time is spent parenting Jackson.  Some days are so hard that we want to run 
away and hide. At times, we even question our faith because how could a 
good God expect us to handle this day in and day out. It has been tough on 
our family and tough on our marriage.  Some days all I can do is drop to my 
knees and throw up my hands in surrender.       
 
If you are like me, you sometimes find yourself asking God to change your 
circumstances. You find yourself asking him to stop the struggle, the pain, 
and the hurt.  But what would happen if we stopped asking God to work FOR 
us and started submitting to God working THROUGH us? Within this revela-
tion is where I have found the Joy of the Lord. 
 
We are not victims. We are victors through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  We 
are promised trials in this life (John 16:33) but God blesses those who are 
persecuted for doing right (Matthew 5:10-12) and our hope is in a life spent 
with Him. So my challenge to you and to me this holiday season and every 
day is to: consider it all joy.  Run with endurance the race that God has set 
before you (Hebrews 12:1-3) knowing that when your endurance is fully de-
veloped, you will be perfect and complete needing nothing (James 1:2-4). 
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CHRIS CHAMBERLAIN 
 

JOYFUL PURSUIT 
If you believe that God is perfect, then you will agree that He 
needs nothing. God has always had joy with Him. John tells us that 
God has always existed in perfect community.  
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” 

                                                                                                                      John 1:1-2 
 

“Yet God creates a world and humanity in His image and then sends  
His joy out into this world. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

                                                                                                                      John 1:14a 
 
God describes the sending out of the Word in this way: 
 
“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower 
and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return 
to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it. You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will 
burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.” 

Isaiah  55:10-12  
 
Consider what great work was accomplished by God’s Word when He lived on this 
earth. Consider the great joy the earth has experienced since Jesus’s life, death, and 
resurrection. Because of this, we have the very joy that is expressed in Isaiah 55:12. 
 
Consider the joy that Jesus had for the mission He was given. Hebrews 12:2b states, 
“who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 
Do you have so much joy that you are willing to give up everything to pursue the 
kingdom of God?  To pursue Jesus? Are you so filled with this joy that you would 
give up everything in the way that Jesus tells us: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” Matthew 13:44 
 
You cannot pursue God in any other posture than joy. It is easy to follow God out of 
fear. What isn’t easy is chasing after God out of pure joy for who He is. To joyfully 
sell all you have for the kingdom of heaven is what following Jesus is all about.  
 
This is what experiencing true joy is. 
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READ 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-13 
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MAGNES LEWIS 
 

LOVE  
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irrita-

ble or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices 

with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things. Love never ends.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4–8a, ESV 

As this week’s devotionals reflect on “Love,” it is important to consider God’s perfect 
love for us and His model of love for Christians, given to us in Paul’s letter to the 
church in Corinth. 
 
Love “is patient.” Love holds on, and doesn’t look at time as an obstacle, but an 
opportunity to define what it is to others. It says that in the moments of anger, hate, 
frustration, rebellion, and rejection that it will wait and be itself none the less. 
Love is “kind.” This is a drastically underappreciated quality of love as we receive 
and express it. Kindness in love is not a way of passively enduring the unkind things 
of the world, rather, it is the continuous expression of goodwill. Love acts in a manner 
that reflects the kindness of Christ, to accept those are and are not rejected by the 
world. 
Love “does not envy or boast.” It is content, it doesn’t need to be insecure or seek 
others approval. Love seeks optimism and hopes to be shared not compared to what 
others experience with the Lord their God and His people. “is not arrogant or 
rude.” It is humble, love is continuously seeking to be molded and shaped by God. It 
seeks to learn and grow and not be set in a place of solidified pride. 
Love “bears all things, believes all things.” It seeks to carry burdens that are too 
heavy for one to bear. It listens to hardship and doesn’t give a second glance, but an 
invitation of acceptance and a spirit of relational growth, not judgmental decline. Love 
does not keep a record of wrongs. It gives the benefit of the doubt, when one thing is 
said and then seen and revealed as a mistake, it believes and trusts and always  
believes in how God can work and w hat He can reveal.    
Love “endures all things.” It’s a reflection of God’s perseverance, it moves forward 
and never retreats, or shy’s away. It fights for longevity, it is beaten and battered for 
stability, it is tested by temptation, it is from God. 
Love “never ends.” The Christian life is based on faith, hope, and love. Our Faith is 
and will be assured as Christ answers, with his death, his resurrection and when he 
returns. Our Hope is found when we come face to face with the Lord our God. The 
Love that we have experienced through the relationships that we have, are founded 
in the Love God expresses eternally. Love is transcendent. It will never end, because 
our God is endless.  

This Christmas, and beyond, let us each strive to love as God has taught us. 
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LOGAN PHILIPS 
 

WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT? 

Cue the Tina Turner song. What’s love got to do with 
it?  EVERYTHING! The gift of salvation has been offered to us all 
because of love.  
 
John says it best, “For God so LOVED the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” – John 3:16 (CSB) 
 
Over the past year God has opened my eyes in ways I never imagined as to what it 
means to love and be loved.  If you have heard any of my story, you know that I let 
fear control my life up until just a few years ago. I never pursued God the way I knew 
I was supposed to because in my hometown, that wasn’t the “cool” thing to do.  I 
feared what others would think if I stepped out in faith, whether it was something little 
like joining the choir or eventually making the decision to pursue full-time vocational 
ministry. I always let fear dictate what I did and didn’t do. 
 
This was the case up until I met my wife.  Isn’t it funny how the Holy Spirit can some-
times speak so clearly through someone?  Well, don’t be surprised to hear that the 
Holy Spirit seems too often speak through the voice of my wife.  Shortly after we 
were married, she began challenging me to stop letting fear control what I did. Now 
let me back up and say that my wife and I are licensed foster parents with two babies 
who have been placed under our care: a 10 month old and 6 week old.   
 
This journey, while amazing has brought forth a lot of fear. Fear that I wouldn’t be 
good enough, and that I would fail. Fail my wife, fail the kids, and fail God, as I felt he 
had called me to be a father to the fatherless. Isn’t it funny how the enemy has a way 
of making us feel inadequate? Anyway, for a while now we have been looking at 
some verses that can be our family verse; these are a couple in the running. 
 

 1 John 4: 18 (CSB):  “There is no fear in love, instead, perfect love drives 
      out fear.” 
 

 1 Corinthians 14:1 (NLT):  “Let love be your highest goal!” 
 
These 2 verses have meant a lot to me during this season of my life.  I hope they can 
mean something for you too. This Advent season, let love be our highest goal!  And 
let love be our highest goal because we are not afraid.  Not afraid to love, to serve, to 
grow.  And remember that perfect love casts out all fear.  My prayer for all of us this 
season is that we can love as God has first loved us, without fear, with such love that 
he sent a baby to give this world hope.  The baby whom we celebrate during this Ad-
vent season, Jesus. 
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ALYSSA BUCZYNSKI 
 

EMBRACE THE GREATEST GIFT 
 
When I was little and my parents told me I would get coal in 
my stocking if I misbehaved, it set me straight for the Christ-
mas season. I would do extra things around the house, be 

                          nicer to my little brother, and do everything Mom and Dad 
said. Sometimes though, I still did not behave 100% and when Christmas 
came I knew I did not deserve the presents under the tree. But because my 
parents loved me, they allowed me to receive these gifts on this special 
morning. 
 
Each year we are reminded that Christmas isn’t just about getting and receiv-
ing presents. It is easy to get caught up in the chaos and stress about gift giv-
ing. We get anxious about making everything perfect and putting thought into 
each gift to show how much we love each other. It’s especially easy to give 
when we get something in return. However, the love we feel when we spend 
time together and exchange presents will never compare to the love God has 
for us. 
 
Even though it is really important and meaningful to spend time together and 
give gifts, we will always be left wanting more. This is because we are imper-
fect people in an imperfect world. But God thought differently when he sent 
his Son down to earth. As sinners, God still gave us Jesus, knowing one day 
he would die for us when we definitely did not deserve it. He knew we were 
sinners and would continue to be sinners, but God loves us so much that he 
gifted us the best present, his own son, and expected nothing in return. What 
greater love can we experience than that? 
 
“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while 
we were still sinners.” - Romans  5:8  
   
As you reflect on this scripture, what are some ways that you can lean into 
God’s love and embrace the greatest gift you can ever receive? What are 
some ways you can share that kind of love with people around you during 
this holiday season? 
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HALEY ROUNDTREE 

 

A SELFLESS KIND OF LOVE 
 

Human love is fickle. 

Over these past two years, I realized this all too well. I loved 
with selfish intent, cared for in hopes of greater recognition, and pursued for 
personal gain. 

Love is baffling to me. How can someone like me be loved by the Creator of 
the Universe? Why is it that I, even in my sin, am still cared for and intention-
ally pursued by the most High God? 

The answer is easy. God doesn’t love Love. 

So often, we focus our lives on the aspects of love, rather than those we pur-
sue. If we live our lives focused on Love as a concept, we will always seek it 
with selfishness. But, if we ultimately pursue with the love of Christ, we are 
focused on Him. 

God sent His son, with love, to die a horrible death to save us from ourselves, 
because it is us He loves. It is us He cares for. It is us He wishes to pursue. 
He isn’t intent on materialistic satisfaction. His only interest is you. 

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, 
made us alive in Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are 
saved by grace!” Ephesians 2:4-5  

God is the ultimate example of selflessness, and we are the ultimate example 
of selfishness. But, because He loves and cares for us, we have the ability 
and the choice to live a life loving others for the sake of others. 

In the coming Christmas season, and in your everyday life, how are you 
seeking to love? 

Additional Reading: Ephesians 2:1-9 &; Galatians 5 
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ISABELLE BRUNET 
 

PERFECT LOVE 
 
Fear (the World's definition) - formerly known as the unpleas-
ant emotion one experiences when they believe someone or 
something is threatening or dangerous. 

 
    Fear (the Believer's definition) - the unpleasant emotion one  
           experiences when they are not willing to receive God's per- 
    fect love.  
 
Whether you live in fear and anxiety constantly, or experience the occasional 
sensation of fear, the concept that God's perfect love casts out fear (1 John 
4:18) is often seen simply as words on a page. We feel that we are not brave 
enough to conquer these fearful emotions and thoughts. We struggle with 
finding our strength and our identity in Him. We do not see how anyone could 
love us, especially how the King of Kings could love us, much less as His 
own child. We deem ourselves unworthy of the absence of fear and unworthy 
of pure, selfless love. And yet, as stated by God through John, perfect love 
casts out fear. 
 
Think about the significance of those 5 words. Perfect love casts out fear. 
This idea of a perfect love is something we cannot understand by ourselves, 
as it is not something we can obtain here on Earth. Most importantly, perfect 
love is not something for only a select group of worthy people. In fact, there is 
not a single person who alone is worthy of this kind of love. 
 
Thankfully, it is not about being worthy - it's about being willing. Only once we 
are willing to give our lives to Him, and to trust in Him completely, can we ob-
tain this perfect love. If God did not deem us as worthy through Him and His 
love, He would never have sent His son to die for us. He would never have 
given us the opportunity to be loved perfectly and wholly and completely by 
Him.  
 
We must realize, and truly believe, that God does love us, despite all of our 
sins and failures, and be truly willing to humble ourselves through His love. It 
is then, and only then, that we find the truth that in Him, and only Him, we are 
worthy. In Him, we are not unloved, we are loved. In Him, we are not unwor-
thy, we are willing and worthy. In Him, we are not afraid, we are valiant, be-
cause only God's everlasting, pure, selfless, perfect love can truly cast out all 
fear. 
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SINDISO WEEKS 
 

RADICAL LOVE 
. 
I heard a striking bit of wisdom in a worship leader podcast: God 
moves at the speed of relationships. Based on my experience, this 
is so true. These seven words crystallized into my consciousness 
what I already knew subconsciously. 
 
The Bible clearly tells us it is so. When asked which is the greatest commandment, 
“Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 
two commandments.”” (Matt 22:37-40  NIV  ) Both are relationships: our loving relation-
ship with God overflows into rivers of loving relationships with other people. 
 
Partly because of this phrase, God moves at the speed of relationships, I’ve spent 
time reflecting on how radical the love God showed us is and how radical the love He 
calls us to show is, as an extension of that.  After all, “God so loved the world” (John 
3: 16) that He “did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all” (Rom 8: 32). 
That is the agape love, the unconditional Godly love, He calls us to show in mutual 
submission in marriage (Eph 5: 21), which is radical enough, but also for people we 
are not romantically involved with. The Bible is clear: “for in Christ Jesus you are all 
sons of God, through faith. ... There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal  3:26, 
28  ESV  ) 
 
This passage from Galatians is profound for my family. Eight years into an 
“unconventional” marriage that much of the world for much of history would have told 
us is unnatural (and, in fact, anathema), my redheaded, twelfth generation New 
Hampshire husband and my black African self are unquestioning in our call from God 
to be a family.  But, as Galatians 3 aptly observes, divisions by race are not all we 
humans wrestle with; there’s also ethnicity, nationality, class, sex, and so much 
more. In all these things, God’s vision for His Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven is 
clear: “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands” (Rev 7:9  ESV  ). 
 
Jesus died for ALL people that we might stand together united at the end of time 
singing praises to God’s most worthy Lamb who was slain, declaring, “by your blood 
you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God” (Rev  5:9-10  ESV  ). 
 
With all of the divisions in our world today, I pray that God would help us all to see as 
clearly as He sees that we are ALL imago dei (created in God’s image, as Genesis 1: 
26-27 tells us), and therefore love as radically as God loves. 
 ART BY SYDNEY 



 

   

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 



 

   

 

CHRISTMAS at CROSSWAY 
 

Pond Campus 
  

4PM, 6PM & 11PM 

  

503 Main Dunstable Road 

Nashua, NH 03062 

  

Downtown Campus 
  

4PM & 6PM 

  

33 Pine Street 

Nashua, NH 03060 

 

Milford Campus 
  

6PM 

 
56 Mont Vernon Street 

Milford, NH 03055 

(Boys & Girls Club/Amato Center) 

 

Kidsway (nursery—preschool) is offered at all services except 11PM 



 

   

 

 

 

CROSSWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
www.crosswaycc.org 


