
White Gift Sunday 

 In 1904 the wife of a Methodist Episcopal minister in Painesville, Ohio was thinking about the White Gift legend 

of Kublai Khan, the ruler of Cathay in the thirteenth century.  Despite his reputation as a great warrior, he was loved by 

his subjects, whom he treated well.  In addition to building the city of Peking, he also improved the public works in much 

of his kingdom – all to the benefit of his people. 

 To celebrate his birthday one year all his subjects agreed to hold a great celebration and bring gifts wrapped in 

plain white paper.  That way the simplest and the most elaborate gifts looked the same and the intent of the giver, rather 

than their gift, became the most important thing. 

 At the suggestion of the minister’s wife, the church in Painesville asked the children to bring gifts to Jesus, 

wrapped in white paper, which would be distributed to the less fortunate people in the community. 

So began the tradition of White Gift Sunday – a tradition that has gone everywhere in the world.  Herbert 

Wernecke, in his book Christmas Traditions Around the World writes this about White Gift Sunday in Brazil: 
 

“While many of the people are poor, they generally know of others who are in still greater need.  So each person brings a 

little gift of food, a bit of rice, a potato or two, if he can spare no more – anything to help make a Christmas dinner for 

some poorer person in the community.  Children and adults come with enthusiasm and joy.  All gifts are wrapped in white 

paper and there, in the front of the church, around a crude little manger filled with straw and a small light symbolic of 

“the light of the world”, they walk to the front with their gifts, singing as they go!  They learn and express that not 

receiving but giving is the real spirit of Christmas”. 
 

A prayer of intercession: 
 

 Gracious Lord, born in a manger, now our King above – when you walked among us and shared our life in all its 

good and evil, you said “take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart”.  How often 

Lord, we complain about our yokes and hear others complain about theirs.  So often we consider life and its many tasks 

burdensome and we spend much time and energy expressing our annoyance and irritation.  Help us dear Lord, remember 

that you did not say “I will take our burdens away”, but “I invite you to take my burden”.  Your burden is real.  It is the 

burden of all human sin and failings.  You carried that burden and died under its weight.  You make it into a light burden.  

O Lord, let us carry our burden in union with you.  We know that only then will we overcome the temptations of 

bitterness and resentfulness and begin to live joyfully and gratefully in your presence. 
…Based on a prayer of Henri Nouwen from “Be With Me Lord: Prayers and Reflections For The Advent Season” 

 

White Gift Sunday celebrates the stewardship of God’s love and giving at the time of year when we remember the coming 

of the King of Kings.  Your gift shares in the spirit of Christ and the God of Love at Christmas.  Here are suggestions 

from the needs lists of some community organizations (Arlington Charities, Safe Haven Tarrant County, Mission 

Metroplex, and Arlington Life Shelter): 

 

FOOD IS ESPECIALLY NEEDED: peanut butter/jelly, rice, pasta/beans, dinner items (macaroni & cheese, hamburger 

helper, etc.), breakfast items (small boxes of cereal, pastries, etc.), powdered milk, pop-top canned meats (Vienna 

sausages, spam, tuna), caned items (fruit, vegetables, soup/stew, meat/fish). 
 

BABY/CHILD ITEMS: diapers (size 4/5/6), pull-ups, small packs of baby wipes, baby soap/shampoo/lotion, baby 

bottles & nipples, food/formula. 
 

TOILETRIES: Bath towels & wash cloths, shampoo/conditioner, brushes/combs, toothpaste/toothbrushes, deodorant, bar 

soap, razors. 
 

CLOTHING, ETC.: girls/boys shoes, new girls/boys socks, toddler clothing/shoes, adult sleepwear, slippers, adult 

regular/plus size clothing, cleaning supplies, trash bags, disposable tableware (plates/cups/flatware), bathroom tissue, 

paper towels, zip-lock bags, toys. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Don’t spend a lot of time and money on the wrapping – just make sure it is plain and white.  Bring the wrapped gift 

to church and place it under the Chrismon Tree in the Sanctuary during Advent.  The gifts shall be opened by us 

and distributed to organizations in our community 

 

PLEASE TURN OVER… 



 

Joy is a wonderful thing, a thing that overtakes us when we are on the path shown to us by Christ.  It is not continuous – at 

least in this world – but it pops up whenever w see God at work healing the sick, curing the lame, giving sight to the blind, 

and proclaiming good news to those who are poor.  It pops up when we do the work of God – and understand that God is 

doing His work in the circumstances around us.  Here are prayers you can use with your family to illuminate the joy of 

giving: 

 

 

 

Compassionate God, there are many in our world – and indeed in our community, who have difficulty in naming their 

blessings this day – difficulty because the external circumstances of their lives are far more harsh than our own, difficult 

because their hears are weighed down with tragedy and grief.  We pray, God, for these less fortunate ones at this time: 

 

 

We pray for 

The older people whose Social Security check cannot stretch far enough… 

The single parents who are forced to choose between paying rent and buying food… 

Men and women who find themselves without work… 

Employers who barely make the payroll from month to month… 

Employees whose brave smiles hide their fear of getting a pink slip… 

Families forced to abandon their homes for a new community where no one knows their names… 

All others whose circumstances we do not know – but who need a special blessing at this time… 

Lord hear our prayer. 

 

Life giving God, we ask you to unleash your abundant life among all our people.  May your Spirit give us the faith and the 

courage to live as visible signs of the new life you offer.  Help us to receive the gifts that Jesus offers us – and to offer the 

gifts that Jesus would give through us.  We ask this in His name. 

 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps you can share this litany as a family as you wrap your gifts or decide what to give: 

 

Sharing God’s blessings – a litany for our offering… 

 

Many children do not have bread 

We want to share our bread with those who hunger 

Many children do not have clean water to drink 

We want to help find clean water for those who thirst 

Many children are cold 

We want to share our warm clothing 

Many children do not have homes 

We want to help them build homes 

Let us share our gifts from God 

 

We give these gifts in thankfulness for your love.  Please bless them and we ask you to use them and us in your service.  

Through Christ our Lord, we ask it – praying as He taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in Heaven… 
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