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              United Methodist Church 
               
              5450 Mansfield Road 

              Arlington, Texas 76017 

              817-468-8484 

St. John the Apostle is a community of grace committed to making disciples. 

 

 

Dear Church, 

 

I greet you in the strong name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I am grateful for the 

opportunity to join you in ministry in this most unprecedented time in human history. 

 

My appointment to SJAUMC is the fifth time that I have been called upon to serve as a 

transitional intentional interim ministry specialist. I realize that that is a rather lengthy title, but it 

attempts to describe the job that those of us who have taken the specialized training seek to do. 

While it would’ve been possible for the district superintendent to simply try and find ministers to 

preach every Sunday, Pastor Marc’s long tenure as your pastor and his opportunity to take a 

well-deserved transitional leave before retirement have created the perfect scenario for my 

appointment. 

 

Over the next few months I will be preaching on Sunday, planning with the staff, and meeting as 

necessary with the various church committees. I will also be in church office Monday, Tuesday 

and Wednesday. I will also seek to be a bridge between Pastor Marc’s ministry and that of your 

new pastor, when that appointment is made. 

 

Each pastoral transition has its own challenges, but that is especially the case when a pastor has 

had a very long and effective ministry such as Marc’s. I hope that you will help me prepare your 

new pastor for this new field of mission. One way that I am asking for you to do that is by taking 

a few minutes to complete an online survey. Simply click on the following link 

https://forms.gle/QBCGGnWU4f2BMYC49 and fill out a few questions. As my time among you 

comes to a close, I will share insights from the survey with your new pastor.  

 

You will notice that the personal information fields are not required in this survey. While in most 

cases pastors and other church leadership give little credibility to anonymous submissions, this 

time is different. I believe it is more important to know your thoughts and feelings, even if I 

don’t know your name. So please be candid in your response. 

 

For the next few months, I am your pastor. I want you to know that I am praying for our church 

and its witness to the world every morning and every evening, and I am prepared to minister to 

you according to your needs in this pandemic. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Rev. Gary F. Turner 

Transitional-Intentional Interim Ministry Specialist 

gary@tiims.net 

325-660-7301 
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