
Proverbs 10:14  

The wise store up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool invites ruin.   

I had a Bible professor, Dr. Allen, who would often quote seemingly random verses from 
the wisdom literature. His favorite books to quote were Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the 
non-canonical book of Ben Sirach. Dr. Allen was one of my favorite professors, and I 
probably took at least ten classes he taught. Because we interacted so much, I noticed 
a few patterns in his quoting of wisdom literature.   

On several occasions—and in different classes—I heard him quote Proverbs 10:14 
when the classes were rather chatty, and he wanted to reign in the discussion.  He used 
this verse as a quick and easy way to not only get the class's attention, but to teach us 
some of the brilliance of wisdom literature. Sure, on the surface, quoting this verse 
reminded us that we were there to learn and store up knowledge, not take over the 
class with our conversations.   

 But one day it happened.   

 I say “it” because through all the classes I had taken with Dr. Allen, I had only seen him 
get mad once, and this was it.   

While in the middle of a lecture, Dr. Allen was interrupted by two students who did not 
agree with the theology of his lecture that day. The debate went back and forth a few 
times with Dr. Allen taking the time to reframe the idea, but every time he did so the two 
students would tell him he was wrong. Never did they give a reason. They just wanted 
him to know how wrong he was. After three rounds of this, Dr. Allen quoted Proverbs 
10:14 and said “that is the end of this discussion”, and he carried on with his lecture. 

The meaning was the same: Stop talking. Listen. Learn. Let knowledge be a guide. 

And while many thought he may have been calling them fools (and, indeed, he may 
have been), I wonder if he wasn’t warning them of the perils of being more married to 
our opinions than to listening for the knowledge being offered to us.  

The wise store up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool invites ruin.  

What knowledge have you been storing up? Who or what have you been listening to? In 
what ways have we quieted our own opinions to simply listen?   

Remind us of the knowledge of your great love for us. May we be open to closing 
our mouths more often, listen to your voice and learning from the knowledge you 
offer us  

 


