
When we think about who God calls us to be, we see a picture of a figure that is strange 

to us. A figure that does not line up with the worldly view of the Roman times and 

certainly not one that lines up with today. Paul beautifully pens this strange picture out 

in the book of Philippians chapter 2. Verses 3-4  say: 

Don’t do anything for selfish purposes, but with humility think of others as 

better than yourselves. Instead of each person watching out for their own 

good, watch out for what is better for others. 

We understand this concept. Our parents and teachers taught us to share. We might do 

this by dropping a canned good in the food bank or giving our old, worn-out clothes to 

Goodwill. However, Paul talks about so much more than charitable giving from our 

extra. You know, the kind of giving that does not really affect us if what we give is gone. 

Paul points us in the direction of other people’s needs before our own. Now, it gets real. 

We just went from giving to sacrifice. Paul goes on in chapter 2 to point out the greatest 

sacrifice in Christ.  

Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: 

Though he was in the form of God, he did not consider being equal with 
God something to exploit. But he emptied himself by taking the form of a 
slave and by becoming like human beings. When he found himself in the 
form of a human, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God highly honored him and 
gave him a name above all names, so that at the name of Jesus everyone 
in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

What does it look like to give up a whole week out of your summer to dig holes in what 

seems like rock and to work outside under the hot sun eight hours a day or sometimes 

in the pouring rain?  Well…it looks quite strange to the persons who do not trust in 

Christ.  You might have friends even ask, “Why would you want to do that?” What does 

it look like for the person who is receiving a ramp that helps them get out of their house?  

Life changing.  Sacrifice is strange and yet it is life changing.   

May we not put our own wants in front of the needs of others. Etch upon our 

hearts this strange custom of sacrifice that others might know and understand 

the love of Christ through us.   


