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Anticipated Renovation

Sept.-Dec. 2018 
Capital Campaign

2002
Sanctuary Fire & Rebuild

1990
Fellowship Hall Addition

1973
Office Wing Addition

1952-1954
Major Renovation

1933
Sanctuary Extended 35ft

1924
Basement Excavated

1889
Sanctuary Constructed

1854 
Friedens Founded

Rooted in Faith

Jeremiah 17:7-8  

Disciplemaking Stewardship
by Brandon Lemons 

Stewardship is a crucial topic for anyone who wants to be faithful to God. Stewardship is based 
on the recognition that “Everything I am and have belongs to God, and He entrusts me to use 
it all for His glory.”  When people think of stewardship, they usually think of money. But the 
upcoming building project reminds us that stewardship is about much more than our personal 
finances.  

God calls us to steward our opportunities. Ephesians 5:15 says, “Be very careful, then, how you 
live – not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity.” As a church, we have 
the calling and opportunity to “make disciples” within the Friedens family, the broader com-
munity, and around the world (Matthew 28:19). If anything is hindering our disciple-making 
effectiveness, and if we have the ability to overcome the limiting factors, obedience beckons us 
to address those factors in order to “make the most of every opportunity.”

An important aspect of stewardship is stewarding the church’s facilities. A church building is 
a ministry tool that must be updated through the years to maximize ministry effectiveness.  
Throughout Friedens’ history, the congregation has recognized this. For instance, in the late 
1880s, Friedens’ congregation realized their small wooden church was insufficient to meet their 
ministry needs, so they raised $7,395 to build the brick sanctuary that we still use today. A few 
decades later, the congregation outgrew their available space, so they raised money to extend 
the sanctuary to the west by 35 feet. In 1973 (office/lobby/nursery wing), again in 1990 (Fellow-
ship Hall and classrooms), and again in 2008 (north parking lot), Friedens recognized the need 
to expand the facility’s capacity to accommodate the church’s current and future needs. Each of 
these expansions required a capital campaign to help fund the project. Without these building 
projects, Friedens’ ministry would be hampered.  

We are now in another season when our facility needs to be addressed. In its current form, 
Friedens’ building presents serious hindrances and liabilities that negatively impact the experi-
ence of visitors and the effectiveness of our ministry. Through the renovation and additions, we 
strive to ensure that the building supports rather than detracts from Friedens’ commitment to 
welcoming people and making disciples. This is a stewardship issue because it influences the 
effectiveness of our ministry. With all that being said, this process does call for the faithful and 
generous stewardship of our personal finances to help fund the project. The dividends of this 
stewardship are eternal, because as we invest our finances (and time and talents) into Friedens’ 
ministry, we are helping people, both now and in future generations, grow as disciples of Jesus 
– all to the praise of God’s glory.  
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Next Steps

September
Prepare & Cast Vision

October
Conversations & Early 

Commitment Period 

November
Congregation

 Commitment Period

December
Commitment Wrap-Up 

and Celebration!

First Impressions and Lasting Impact
by Charissa Toeller

The August Rooted in faith / Giving to grow newsletter 
featured an article about the legacy of faith and the 
ways God has blessed Friedens Church. Every week, we 
are a part of history and benefit from the sacrificial giv-
ing of those who came before us. It is amazing to think 
that one day, the very campaign and renovation we are 
working on will be part of the legacy of faith for those 
who come after us. Let’s take a moment to look ahead to 
the priorities of the legacy we want to leave.

A Warm Welcome
Our new entrance features a canopy and outdoor gath-
ering space that will invite newcomers inside. Glass 
doors and windows throughout the building will bring 
in natural sunlight. Relocating stairways and the front 
office will create a larger, open gathering space that 
flows directly into Fellowship Hall. Our hope is that this 
warm welcome from our facility will be an extension of 
the welcoming culture we prioritize as we greet visitors 
in person. 
 
Spaces for All Ages
From nursery to adults, our renovations will have a 
lasting impact on how groups interact at Friedens. Our 

youngest kids will have a two-room nursery suite that 
is designed with their safety at the forefront. Each nurs-
ery will have an adjoining bathroom facility so nursery 
workers never have to leave to take a child to the bath-
room. Children’s classes will be held in the three class-
rooms on the lower level where they currently meet, 
and the renovation will include a refresh of those spaces 
to make them an inviting kids zone. Middle and High 
School students will have space created for them in the 
current “old kitchen” and the mezzanine level. Finally, 
adult classrooms will be located in our current nursery 
space and the classroom across the hall, which will both 
be renovated, as well as in a new addition on both up-
per and lower levels. This priority on spaces for all ages 
will create better opportunities for learning, spiritual 
growth, and relational connections.
 
Accessibility for Everyone
The world we live in has come a long way in terms of 
prioritizing accessibility for those with special needs. At 
Friedens, we recognize that our historic building is long 
overdue for updates that will give our members and vis-
itors, particularly those in wheelchairs, the ability to use 
our ministry spaces and bathrooms without struggle 
or embarrassment. With a new elevator and bathroom 
facilities, we will create a building that is accessible for 
everyone. 

Seeking the Heart of God in September
Please pick up a copy of the September prayer guide at the Welcome 
Center if you have not already received one. The prayer team is asking 
the Friedens family to pray for a different topic each day of the week:

Sunday: Vision, Monday: Preparation, Tuesday: Unity, Wednes-
day: Faith, Thursday: Wisdom, Friday: Provision, Saturday: Praise 
and Joy
The guide also includes a response card. Cards will be collected in a 
box located in the lobby. 
 

Questions About the Capital Campain Process?
Contact our team leader, Mike Dow, at 414-651-3002 or visit 
Friedens’ website for frequently asked questions.


