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A History of Faith

by Charissa Toeller

We, the people of Friedens Church,
are at an exciting time of ministry life as we
look ahead to renovating our historic build-
ing. Through discussions and prayer, the
image of a tree with deep roots rose to the
surface and led us to the concept “Rooted in
faith. Giving to grow.” Our historic roots run
deep. Friedens was founded in 1854, and all
services were held in German. In historical
context, that was six years after Wisconsin be-
came a state and seven years before Lincoln
was elected president! Our true roots run even
deeper as we have renewed our commitment
to Scripture and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
It is clear that God has been very faithful to
the people of Friedens for the last 164 years.
Our church has seen many changes, seasons
of growth, and seasons of trial. (Some of
those, you will see in the timeline on the left.)

“Givingtogrow”has several meanings.
We do not desire to give to the campaign be-
lieving God owes us growth in return. Rather,
we give because God calls us to live sacrificially,
caring about those around us. We believe that
the act of giving will lead to personal growth

Preparing for Kingdom Growth

by Brandon Lemons

Commemorating Friedens’ 75th Anniversary in 1929

in our individual lives as we trust God. We pray
that God will bless our church with growth,
both in the number of people we can reach in
our community, and our increased ability to
serve those who do come through our doors.

Jeremiah 17:7-8 says, “Blessed is the
one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence
is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the
water that sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves
are always green. It has no worries in a year
of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” Our
prayer is that as a church and as individuals,
we will be that growing tree, planted by water,
and allow God to work powerfully through us
for generations to come.

Each summer, Shelly and | plant a garden. This year, we planted green beans for the first

time. They are “pole beans,” which grow 6-8 feet tall by climbing some sort of framework. When |
garden, | prefer to spend as little money as possible. | knew the green beans would want to grow
tall, but | hoped to find a cheap solution. | had extra tomato cages, so | used them as a structure
on which the beans could grow. It took only a few weeks to realize that the three-foot tall tomato
cages weren't adequate. So | found a bunch of random boards in the attic and stuck them in the
ground by the tomato cages. But it wasn't long before | realized the beans need something more
to truly flourish. So finally, recognizing that my repurposed and makeshift solutions were inad-
equate, | spent the money necessary to purchase legitimate poles designed for growing green
beans. Now, the beans are happily growing to a height of 7+ feet!

My experience with green beans has many parallels to our church. We are growing: peo-
ple’s lives are being transformed; involvement is increasing; the staff team is expanding; and min-
istries are deepening. This shouldn’t be a surprise. God’s intent is that His Kingdom expands; as
Colossians 1:6 says, “the Gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world." Jesus



said that when we depend on Him, we will “bear much fruit” (John 15:5). So as a church, let's £ 2 2%
celebrate the growth God is producing in and through us. d
When “the Gospel is bearing fruit and growing,” there are times when the structures - /POOM(/LW
that support its growth need to adapt. If | hadn't finally made the decision to invest financially .
in the poles that the beans needed, their growth and fruitfulness would have been hindered. @a/”l? toW
Mike Dow
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Let’s be clear: the poles aren't the focus of the garden, but the poles facilitate the growth of
tasty green beans. In the same way, Friedens’ building is not the focus of our ministry, but the
building is part of the structure that either empowers or hinders our goal of making disciples
of Jesus.

Friedens has undergone several major building projects in the past, along with numer-
ous occasions when parts of the facility were repurposed. Yet as ministries grow and usages
change, we must recognize that there comes a point when repurposed and makeshift solu-
tions are inadequate. Like me purchasing bean poles to “do it right”in my garden, it's time to
“do it right” with our facility — to have a main entrance that is welcoming and identifiable; to
allow easy accessibility to all people; to offer quality restrooms; to feature areas that children
and youth can call their own; and to optimize classrooms for adults. It's time to do it right, for
the sake of the Gospel's growth in and through Friedens Church.
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An Invitation to Prayer

by Geri Fromm

Over the next few months, the Prayer Team for “Root-
ed in faith. Giving to grow.," invites you to pray for the cam-
paign with us. The ultimate goal is that God will be glorified
as His Kingdom expands. Here is what Jeremiah prayed: “Ah,
Sovereign Lord, You have made the heavens and the earth by
Your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard
for You” (Jeremiah 32:17).

In 1 Chronicles 22:19, David said, “Now set your heart
and your soul to seek the Lord your God; arise, therefore, and
build the sanctuary of the Lord God.” Prayer is seeking God,
talking with and listening to Him. Let’s seek Him together.
Let’s talk with Him, and also listen to His heart and wisdom in
our prayer time.

Beginning in September, look for weekly prayer cards
at the church’s Welcome Center or by email. October will
bring an all-church prayer event. We will keep you posted
about November activities as well. Imagine how the Lord can

v“ -

4

FRIEDENS

=z
/

use this time to bring unity and faith to a whole new level.
And we'd love to hear from you, as you may hear from the
Lord in prayer.

Prayer Team: Geri Fromm, Bruce Barr, Dave Sather, Cathy Wolff

4 D
Topics for Prayer

Thanksgiving - for the unchanging faithfulness of God
Our own hearts - to be aligned with the Lord’s heart
Wisdom and guidance - for church leaders

Unity - in seeing God'’s vision for ministry

Understanding - the heart of God for this community
Deeper faith - in our mighty God as Provider

Asking - that our Father in Heaven would provide for the
needs of the church

Hearing - God'’s call about how to personally participate
Praising - God for His goodness, grace, and love
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