
What's Going on in the Southern Baptist Convention?  
A letter from Pastor Ben 

 

 

Theresa Church Family (and others who may read this), 

 

The Southern Baptist Convention is in the midst of an upheaval of sorts. This upheaval has been building for 

many years and has many various components. Some of these issues are current controversies, and some of them 

are more historical in nature, having been building pressure over the years and decades. In this letter I want to 

give a very brief overview of the issues facing the SBC and call us to prayer.  

 

What are the Issues?  

 

1 - Growing Doctrinal Divide. - The SBC is held together by a broad statement of faith called The Baptist Faith 

and Message 2000.  

● It is sufficiently broad so as to bring together a vast number of churches in association (51,538 individual 

congregations as of 2018).  

● To bring so many churches together, the statement of faith must be sufficiently broad.  

 

-At present, there are a number of doctrinal and theological challenges within the larger SBC.  

● What's the role of women in ministry? - More and more churches ordaining women to the pastorate. (Rick 

Warren, Saddleback Community Church is the latest example).  

● Churches practicing Pagan worship styles: Provocative dancing, ungodly music, worldly practices.  

 

-In 2020, a number of women were invited to preach at the SBC pastors conference (which occurs the day before 

the convention).  

● After much controversy, the conference was cancelled (even before covid). The conference was also 

cancelled for the upcoming 2021 meeting.  

 

2 - Sexual Abuse Issues.  

-Houston Chronicle Story - In 2018, the Houston Chronicle released a 3 part story identifying 700+ cases of 

sexual abuse in Southern Baptist Churches.  

● In response, SBC president, JD Greear and ERLC president, Russell Moore, launched the Caring Well 

Initiative in efforts to identify sexual predators in SBC positions, while also calling churches to care for 

the abused.  

 

-In 2018, Paige Patterson, long time SBC hero and then President of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

was accused of covering various incidients of sexual abuse.   

● He was fired from Southwestern, but continues to be an influencer in SBC life. Most recently, he has been 

accused of stealing documents from Southwestern and diverting funds away from the school.  

 

-Beth Moore: In 2018-19, Beth Moore began to make public accusations against many men in SBC leadership; 

Accusations of sexual abuse, mysogisitc comments, and overall ungodliness. She departed the denomination in 

2021.  

 



-Russell Moore (no relation to Beth Moore) served as the President of the SBC Ethics and Religious Liberty 

Commission from 2013-2021.  

● Moore was an avid proponent of justice for both the sexually abused and the abusers. In 2020, The ERLC 

hosted a national conference on the issue, and from the stage, Moore allowed a young woman, Rachel 

Denhollander, to share her story of abuse and specifically name individuals in SBC executive leadership.  

 

● Moore resigned his position with the ERLC in May of 2021. Immediately following his departure, 2 

letters written by Moore were leaked to the public. In the letters, Moore indicates that the executive 

leadership of the SBC is corrupt and guilty of covering a multitude of sexual and racial sins. Additionally, 

in one of the letters, Moore specifically accuses Mike Stone (current candidate for SBC president) of such 

sins. Stone has denied the allegations outright.  

 

● Along with his departure from the ERLC, Moore has also departed from the SBC, taking a pastoral 

position with a non-SBC church.  

 

-For these reasons, and more, the issue remains a pressing concern within the Southern Baptist Convention. 

 

3 - Factions Forming.  

-Conservative Baptist Network - In 2020, a group of pastors formed the CBN in efforts to stand against, what they 

see as, the liberalization of the SBC. The group currently has 5,000-6,000 members/churches. 

 

Other groups exerting influence within the convention include... 

● Baptist 21 

● Pillar Church Network 

● 9 Marks  

 

-One SBC leader has compared it to groups gathering in the corners of the ring preparing for a fight. 

 

4 - Diversity.  

-As diversity grows within the SBC, so too do things like political affiliations, cultural practices, worldviews, etc.  

● And with diversity comes less consensus, and this puts pressure on shared convictions; pressure on which 

convictions are shared and how tightly we hold them.  

● The growing differences within the larger SBC mean that we have less consensus all around. Time will 

tell how long this can last.  

 

 

5 - Race Relations.  

-Just as race relations continue to be a source of increasing strife and division in the larger culture, so too is the 

case within the Southern Baptist Convention.  

 

● Critical Race Theory is an ideology that teaches America (specifically white people) is racist by nature. 

According to Critical Race Theory, to be white is to be racist, even if you are not intending to be.  

 

● At the 2019 convention, a controversial resolution was passed affirming Critical Race Theory. It was 

done in an underhanded way that has caused much controversy. The issue will, no doubt, be dealt with in 

some measure at this year’s meeting.  

 



6 - The Presidential Election.  

-There are 4 men up for the presidency this year...which means there is a significant divide among Southern 

Baptists concerning our leadership.  

 

● The SBC president is more or less a figurehead for the convention as a whole. He does not rule over the 

convention in any way. His authority is in the power to appoint leaders to various committees and boards.  

 

● The SBC president thus is able to influence the temper and direction of the convention by placing certain 

people in positions of leadership and authority.  

 

● With 4 men running, tensions are high.  

 

 

 

A time for Southern Baptists to Pray… 

 

1 - Pray for God’s grace.  

 

2 - Pray for clarity on the way forward in many areas.  

 

3 - Pray for justice and righteousness to win the day.  

 

4 - Pray for pastors and churches as they work through how to handle this at the local church level.  

 

5 - Pray for leaders at every level.  

 

6 - Pray for unity around the essentials and graciousness around the non-essentials.  

 

7 - Pray for the days ahead… 

 

 

 

 

 

Trusting the Lord,  

Pastor Ben 

June 11, 2021 


