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Genesis 22:1-19 
1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He 
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer 

him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son 
Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had 

told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and 
come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 

And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said 
to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself 

the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 

Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD 
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do 
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you 

have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that 

place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.” 
15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I 

have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and 
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and 

in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 

So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And 
Abraham lived at Beersheba. 

 
Monday, January 23, “The love of a father towards his son.”  

Read Genesis 22:1-3  
Did you know Genesis 22:2 may be the first use of the word “love” in the scriptures? Considering the 
different relationships involving love, for example, mother to a son, daughter to a father, sister to a 

brother, husband to a wife, it is pretty significant that here it describes the love a father has toward 
his son. The language used regarding Abraham and Isaac is almost identical to the language used in 
the New Testament regarding God the Father and His Son. God said to Abraham, “take your son, your 

only son Isaac, whom you love.” God does not use a highlighter or italics for emphasis, He repeats 
Himself. When God is repetitive, it is for good reason. He wants us to recognize Isaac as, “[Abraham’s] 
son, [his] only son, the unique son of promise.” Abraham had another son, Ishmael, so how can God 

refer to Isaac as Abraham’s “only” son? The word “only” does not mean “single.” The Old Testament is 
primarily written in the Hebrew language, and the word for “only” is the Hebrew word yachiyd, which 
means “unique.” Isaac was Abraham’s unique, special, one-of-a-kind son. It is the same word 

translated as “precious” in other verses. The typology between Isaac and Jesus can be seen clearly in 
Genesis 22:2 and John 3:16. As Isaac was the object of his father’s love in the Old Testament, so too 
was Jesus the object of His Father’s love revealed more clearly in the New Testament. Abraham loved 

MEMORY VERSE:  Genesis 22:18 
And in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth 

be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice 
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his son but was willing to give him up because of his love for God. Similarly, God the Father loved His 
Son and willingly gave Him up to demonstrate His love for us.  

• What do you see in these verses regarding the deep unity and trust between Abraham and Isaac? 
How does the relationship between Abraham & Isaac reflect the relationship between God the Father 
& Christ? 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 22:18  
• Prayer – Father, thank You showing us what love looks like in Your relationship with Your Son. 
  

Tuesday, January 24, "Isaac and Jesus both carried their own wood."  
Read Genesis 22:6-9  
As we consider the similarities between Isaac and Jesus, we notice that both of these “sons” carried 

wood on their backs as they marched toward their deaths. Genesis 22:6 says, “And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son.” The wood for the burnt offering is emphasized 
throughout the account. It is mentioned five times in verses 3, 6, 7 and twice in verse 9. The wood for 

the sacrifice is a foreshadow that points to the cross. In both accounts, the wood was the physical 
instrument on which both Isaac and Jesus would be sacrificed. In the New Testament John’s gospel 
says, “And he [Jesus] went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which 

in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him (John 19:17, 18).” Just like Jesus carried the 
wood for His sacrifice on His back when He went to die, so did Isaac carry the wood for his sacrifice on 
his back as he went to die. Isaac’s willingness to submit to his father’s will and willingly lay down his 

life pictures Jesus’ willingness to submit to His Father’s will and lay down His life. 1 John 3:16 says, 
“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.” Jesus kept His authority and power under 

control. Since nobody has ever had the power and authority of Jesus, there has never been a greater 
demonstration of submission than His. Isaac’s submission is impressive, but it pales in comparison to 
Jesus’. When we think of Jesus’ submission, we should think about: His willingness to submit—perfectly. 

What He was willing to submit to—the wrath of God our sins deserve. And why He was willing to 
submit—The Father’s deep love for us.  
• What similarities do you see in this true story of Isaac going to be sacrificed, and in Christ going to 

the cross? How do John 3:16 and John 19:17, 18 relate to Genesis 22?  
• Memory Verse: Genesis 22:18  
• Prayer – Lord, thank You for bearing Your cross for my sin. Help me to take up my cross and follow 

you. 
  
Wednesday, January 25, “Both sons yielded to the will of their fathers.”  

Read Genesis 22:7, 8  
Genesis 22:7, 8 says, “And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 

offering, my son.” So, they went both of them together.” Did you catch that last phrase? “They both 
walked on together.” What a picture of unity, oneness, and trust. We get the impression that Isaac 
was quietly, yet genuinely trusting his father. It couldn’t have been easy for Isaac as he walked up 

Mount Moriah towards his death, yet he trusted Abraham. In Matthew 26:39 we hear a similar tone in 
Jesus’ words, “And Jesus went a little farther and fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” Do you see in 

Isaac’s spirit a yielded willingness to his father’s will even when it was extremely difficult? 
“Nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” Do you see the same attitude in Christ as He moves in 
obedience to His heavenly Father’s will? Isaac speaks to Abraham asking his father a question, and 

Abraham responds. Then he is bound, laid on the altar, his father picks up the knife, but he does not 
say a word. Scripture prophesied of the same response from Jesus in Isaiah 53:7, “He opened not His 
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He 

opened not His mouth.” Isaac’s silence before his sacrifice prefigured Jesus’ silence two thousand years 
later before His sacrifice. They both present to us the beautiful submission of yielding to God’s will, 
even when it’s hard.  

• What similarities do you see in the way Isaac yielded to Abraham’s will and Jesus followed the will 
of His heavenly Father. Use scripture to answer. How would you use Genesis 22 to share the gospel? 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 22:18  

• Prayer: Father, thank You for pointing to the Gospel in every historical story of the Old Testament.  
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Thursday, January 26, “The beauty of substitution.”  
Read Genesis 22:13, 14  

By the time we get to Genesis 22 animal sacrifice had been around a long time. The first instance was 
in Genesis 3, when God covered naked Adam and Eve with the skins of animals. Death happened so 
that Adam and Eve might be covered. What a picture of what Christ did. Abel offered to God an animal 

sacrifice. Noah got off the ark and offered some of the clean animals he had brought as a burnt offering. 
Abraham himself had done it many times, but here the substitutionary aspect of animal sacrifice is 
clear and beautiful news to Abraham. God provides a ram as a sacrifice in place of Isaac. The substitute 

ram dies and the son Isaac lives. I cannot imagine what Isaac must have felt as he watched a ram 
being killed just as his father was going to kill him. Did the thought come to his mind, “That could have 
been me, but God provided the ram as my substitute just as my father believed.  I am not dead, I’m 

alive. I can walk down the mountain with my father.” Isaac, a living breathing son of Abraham, the 
promised child, a human being, ready to die, was substituted with an animal, a ram that happens to 
be caught in a thicket. We know that these animal sacrifices were temporary. Hebrews 10:4 says, “It 

is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” The ram in the thicket was a “type” 
of Christ awaiting a greater fulfillment. An animal took the place of a human sinner, who was covered 
temporarily, but Christ came as a human to die in the place of humans “once for all”. All of history was 

awaiting the moment that the Father would provide a substitute for sinners. Oh, what a moment it 
must have been when John the Baptist pointed at Jesus and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.” Jesus is the fulfillment of every animal sacrifice ever offered.  

• What does Rom. 6:23 reveal about why sacrifices for sin happened? What did God provide for a 
substitute for Isaac? How has God provided a substitute for our sin? What does Heb. 9:11-13 

explain this?  
• Memory Verse: Genesis 22:18  
• Prayer: Lord, thank You for being the substitution for sinners that comes by faith in Your work.  

  
Friday, January 27, “Real faith in God always leads to resurrection hope.”  
Read Genesis 22:17-19  

The release of Isaac gives us a picture of redemption and of resurrection. After the angel of the Lord 
called to Abraham and stopped him, Abraham set his son Isaac free. The time of Isaac’s suffering, of 
being bound, was over. Perhaps Abraham used the same knife to cut the cords of his bonds and then 

to sacrifice the ram. Walking down the mountain must have been one of Abraham’s happiest moments 
after what must have been one of his most miserable and difficult tests ever. What a trial, but what 
joy! Did they walk? Or did they float? What must that have felt like to cut him free and have him back! 

It’s as if Isaac was released from his bondage, raised from the dead! This is a picture or type of the 
gospel in three ways. First, Isaac represents Christ. Christ was released from the grave through his 
resurrection. Second, Isaac represents us. Just as a ram was provided for Isaac, God’s people are set 

free because Jesus died in our place. Thirdly, Isaac represents physical creation. Physical creation is in 
a kind of bondage now to decay. The ground was cursed when Adam sinned. Romans 8:20-21 says, 
“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 

that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God.” God is faithful to keep His promises and make a people for His own glory. 
God gave resurrection hope to Abraham and substituted Isaac with a ram. God gives resurrection hope 

to us and substituted humanity with the atoning death of His Son. He is Jehovah Jireh.  
• Did Isaac raise from the dead? What does Hebrews 11:17-19 say about Isaac’s rescue? Who would 

you say is the hero in the story of Genesis 22? Why? How does the New Testament use this story?  

• Memory Verse: Genesis 22:18  
• Prayer: Father, thank you for Your faithful promises! You alone can give us resurrection hope!  
  

Saturday, January 28, Preparing for Sunday Worship 
Read Genesis 23 
Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 

listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 


