
 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mark 4:1-20 
1 Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so that he 

got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 

And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3 

“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and 
the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much 
soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was 

scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into good soil and 

produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a 
hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. 11 

And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those 
outside everything is in parables, 12 so that 

“‘they may indeed see but not perceive, 
    and may indeed hear but not understand, 

lest they should turn and be forgiven.’” 
13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all 
the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones along the path, where the 

word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown 
in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the 

word, immediately receive it with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a 
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall 
away. 18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 19 but 

the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in 
and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown on the good soil are 

the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a 
hundredfold.” 
 

Monday, October 3, “Do you have ears?”  
Read Mark 4:1-9  

Do you have ears? Of course you do. So why does Jesus say in Mark 4:9: “He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear”? Jesus wasn’t just saying that if you had ears on the sides of your head hear 
what I am saying.  He was saying the person who has spiritual understanding, given by the Holy 

Spirit to hear, will understand what He means by the parable He has just spoken. In other words, 
if you hear His words then make good use of them, and seriously listen to what Jesus is saying. It 

was a way of speaking that Jesus used when He would say something that was not so easy to 
understand, on purpose, to get the attention of the hearers, and stir up in them a desire to 
understand what He just said. It obviously worked on His disciples since they asked Him to explain 

what He had just said. It was a mark of a true disciple who wanted to understand what Jesus said 
so they could learn and apply it to their own lives. If you have a desire to understand and obey 

the words of Jesus, it’s because God has given you that desire. Philippians 2:13 says it like this: 
“For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” If you desire to 
know Christ and do what He says it’s because of His grace!  

MEMORY VERSE:  Mark 4:9 

And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
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• Have you ever read anything in the Bible you didn’t quite understand? Were you ok with not 
understanding or did you try to search out the answer? What are some ways to search out an 

answer for something you don’t understand in the Bible? 
• Memory Verse: Mark 4:9  

• Prayer: Lord, since truth is revealed, not discovered, grant me the ears to hear Your truth. 
  
Tuesday, October 4, “Sin wears a hard path.”  

Read Mark 4:3-9  
Have you ever noticed places on the ground where grass will not grow? I have a path in my yard 

where my yellow Labrador retriever, Gibson, paces back and forth. Do you have paths in your 
yard that are there because your family or your pets have walked over the same area time and 
time again? The ground has been trampled and become so packed down and hard so that nothing 

will grow. In fact, any new seeds that land there will not sink in. They may even bounce when 
they hit the ground. Jesus uses this visual picture to help us understand what a hard heart is like. 

Good seed lands on hard packed soil and cannot take root. Birds and animals quickly notice the 
exposed seed and snatch is up. What is it that makes a heart hard? The answer is sin. Sin hardens 
the heart and the harder it gets the more it wants to sin. Hard hearts do not want God or His 

truth. It comes to the point where a hard heart cannot receive “good seed” unless it becomes 
broken and fallow and is humbled by God Himself. Any good seed that lands on a hardened heart 

is quickly snatched away by the enemy of our soul (Satan and the powers of darkness) and is 
immediately forgotten. May God give brokenness and humility to our hearts so that His seeds of 

truth will take root!  
• What stood out to you about Scott’s message? What is one thing you can put into practice? Is 

your heart hardened to God’s Word? Is your heart humble and needy for God’s grace? How do 

you know?  
• Memory Verse: Mark 4:9  

• Prayer: Lord, plow up my heart and give me the gift of repentance.  
  
Wednesday, October 5, “Rock hard.”  

Read Mark 4:3-9  
Go outside and find a rock and then get a cotton ball and hold them both in your hands. What is 

the difference between the rock and the cotton ball? If you said fish eat one and not the other, 
well, that is not only the wrong answer, but a strange one as well. The difference between the two 
is that the cotton ball is soft and absorbent, and the rock is hard. When the seeds fell on the rocky 

soil, they couldn’t take root because the ground was hard.  When people have a hard heart, they 
may respond to what God has to say if it makes them feel good at the time. But, as soon as 

something happens that is painful or inconvenient, they turn away from God because their heart 
is hard to anything but their own desires. This isn’t only true when it comes to salvation, but also 
in the life of those who know Christ. Even in a Christian’s life, we sometimes respond to God with 

a heart that seeks only our own good. We display a hard heart to God. May we diligently seek to 
keep our hearts soft toward God; otherwise, we stand the chance of following our own desires 

because our hearts grow hard. Is your heart like a rock or a cotton ball?  
• What are some ways we can keep our hearts from getting hard toward God? (ask for God’s 

grace to follow Him; spend time in the Word every day; be accountable to fellow believer; etc.) 

How has God strengthened your faith at a time when you needed it most (through His word, 
another Christian’s exhortation, a song, a circumstance)? Whose faith can you help build up 

this week?  
• Memory Verse: Mark 4:9  
• Prayer – Lord, pour out Your grace to keep your heart soft towards You. 

   
Thursday, October 6, “We live in a weedy world.”  

Read Mark 4:3-9  
Isaac Watts lived from 1674 – 1748. He was an English Congregational minister, hymn writer, and 
theologian. He was a prolific and popular song writer and is credited with some 750 hymns. His 



 

works include "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" and "Our God, Our Help in Ages Past". Many 
of his hymns remain in use today and have been translated into numerous languages. As we read 

the parable of the soils we might consider a line in one of Isaac Watt’s most popular hymns. In 
the third stanza of “Joy to The World” Watts writes “No more let sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns 

infest the ground”.  This refers to Gen.3:18 but consider the relationship with Jesus’ parable of 
the soils. Because of sin in Genesis, the ground was infested with thorns and weeds. Here in the 
gospel of Mark it is sin that keeps one from responding to the gospel call of Jesus. Because of the 

thorns of worry and the thorns of our desires to “get more things,” hearts are infested and choked 
from receiving the truth that was sown. A person can appear to genuinely belong to the kingdom 

but in time their interest in Christ is choked out by the cares of this world. Sin is a real problem 
but as Isaac Watts proclaims in “Joy to The World” the coming of Jesus Christ means that the 
curse upon the world is overturned. Only Jesus can make you hear and understand. It is He who 

will take away sins and sorrows. He comes to make His blessings flow, and He rules the world with 
truth and grace.  

• Are the things you worry about justified in light of eternity with Christ? If you had everything 
you ever wanted but gave up spending eternity with Christ would those “things” really be so 
desirable? 

• Memory Verse: Mark 4:9  
• Prayer: Father, help me be a good steward and yield You the reign over everything in my life. 

  
Friday, October 7, “Is it the soil or the seeds?”  

Read Mark 4:3-9  
In Jesus parable of the sower, the seed, and the soils we see the same seed being scattered and 
landing on various types of soils. Jesus also says that some seeds bear more fruit than others. 

What made the difference? In 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7 God tells us through the apostle Paul, that it is 
God alone who causes seeds to bear fruit. What God calls us (the sowers) to is obedience. The 

results of that obedience are up to God. If you preach the gospel to 100 people a year and one 
person gets saved, don’t be discouraged.  You have been obedient to preach the gospel and that 
means you have succeeded in what God has called you to do.  Never be discouraged if you are 

the one bearing the thirty-fold fruit while others bear a hundred.  Be obedient and leave the results 
to the God who causes the growth. Did Jesus say that the seeds that didn’t bear as much fruit as 

others weren’t bearing enough fruit?  No. He simply stated that some seeds bore more than others. 
Be the sower. Sow the seed of the word of God – the truth. I once heard a man tell a group of 
people that if they weren’t leading a certain amount of people to the Lord each year, they were 

basically failing in their Christian duty. This is not a biblical teaching. Find joy in sowing the seeds 
of the kingdom. You don’t have control over the soil it lands on or the amount of fruit, but you will 

have the joy of obedience to the generous King! 
• Can a seed that doesn’t respond to water and sunshine grow and bear fruit? How can a Christian 

bear fruit? (If we want to bear fruit, we must respond to God, who nourishes our spirit and 

soul, as the seed must respond to what gives it nourishment) 
• Memory Verse: Mark 4:9  

• Prayer: Lord, give me opportunities to share the gospel with people around me and to trust 
You with the results. 

 

Saturday, October 8, Preparing for Sunday Worship 
Read Genesis 18 

Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace 
to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we 
meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 


