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Psalm 78:1-11 
1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3 things that we have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 
5 He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, 

which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, 
6 that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, 

and arise and tell them to their children,  
7 so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God, but keep his 

commandments; 
8 and that they should not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a  

generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God. 
9 The Ephraimites, armed with[b] the bow, turned back on the day of battle. 
10 They did not keep God's covenant, but refused to walk according to his law. 
11 They forgot his works and the wonders that he had shown them. 

 
Monday, May 9, “Listen up parents.”  

Read Psalm 78:1-4  

Psalm 78 retells the history of Israel: rebellion and redemption, sin and forgiveness, wrath and 

mercy. It tells us the story of how Israel was always breaking God’s covenant while God was 
always keeping it. The author Asaph speaks like a prophet, urging us to listen. This Psalm should 

not be forgotten by anyone, let alone parents. This legacy must not slip between the generational 

cracks. Asaph starts out in verse 1 with an urgent plea, “Give ear, O my people, to my teaching.” 
Lean in, quiet down, listen up… even though you’ve already heard this before. Psalm 78 is filled 

with stories “that we have heard and known”. It seems strange that verse 3 says we’ve already 

heard, but in verse 1, we’re told to listen. Why? We don’t remember what we don’t review. Our 

fickle hearts won’t be refreshed and restored without being reminded. Anyone who thinks you can 
shape people without repeating and reminding them doesn’t have children. And when it comes to 

needing reminders, we are all children. We’re meant to feed on God’s Word, and feeding is a 

repeated activity. No one is going to sit down at lunch today and say, “Hey, I’ve had this meal 
before, so I’m not gonna eat today.” You’re eating because you’re hungry, not because the food 

is something you’ve never had before. The only way we’re going to remember is repetition. So, 

when God opens His mouth, you open your mind. When God turns on His microphone, turn up the 
volume. When God is sowing seeds, prepare the soil. When God uncovers the well, lower your 

bucket. God is about to give you some precious parenting advice, something He’s already 

spoken…so listen up parents.  

• Read Psalm 78:1-4. What stands out to you in these verses? What seems to be important to 
the psalmist Asaph in verse 4? Can you recall any “glorious deeds, power, or wonders He has 

done” for you?  

• Memory Verse: Psalm 78:4  
• Prayer - Father, help me to remember Your wonders and faithfulness so I can tell the next 

generation.  

 

MEMORY VERSE:  Psalm 78:4 
We will not hide them from their children, but tell to 

the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, 
and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 
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Tuesday, May 10, “In it for the long haul.”  
Read Psalm 78:5-8  

Have you ever heard the term, “I’m in it for the long haul?” Do you know what it means? It means, 

“to continue doing something until it is finished, even if it is difficult or unpleasant. Quitting is not 

an option”. Do you know where it came from? “Long haul” was originally an old railroad expression 
with origins around 1873. Psalm 78:5, 6 says, “God established a testimony in Jacob and appointed 

a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children that the next generation 

might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children.” Godly parents 
are “in it for the long haul”! And what are they supposed to teach? What should they pass on to 

the next generation? Psalm 78:1-4 says that we are to teach our children the “works” of God. And 

in verses 5 and 6 we see that we are also to teach them the “word” of God (His testimony and 
commandments). Is this learning just to fill their children’s heads with useless information? No! 

We declare His wonders and teach His testimony so that the generation to come might know and 

make known the glorious God. This command requires perseverance, discipline, a love for future 

generations, and complete unselfishness on the part of parents. But parents must first be filled 
with joyful satisfaction in God themselves. Many people have environmental concerns they often 

voice for future generations. We have electric cars, LED lights, renewable energies, and paperless 

bank statements to make the world “better” for future generations. How much more important is 
the spiritual nurture of our children! And so, we teach our children the works and the word of 

God…and we’re in it for the long haul. 

• In Psalm 78:5, 6 what seems to be God’s method of getting the glory of God and the testimony 
of Christ to people in the future? Why is it so easy to forsake God’s teaching when we don’t 

see change?  

• Memory Verse: Psalm 78:4  

• Prayer – Lord, help me to remain steadfast and patient as I disciple the next generation.  
 

Wednesday, May 11, “Parents teach so that children might know.”  

Read Psalm 78:4-7  
Psalm 78:5, 6 says, “He commanded our fathers to teach to their children, so that the next 

generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, 

so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God.” Knowing is a precious 
thing. The kind of knowing God has in mind here is more than simply memorizing something or 

even a mental awareness. As parents we teach because God commands for us to teach. Here’s 

the thing, we can make ourselves teach, but we cannot make our children know. So why teach? 

Parents teach as a means of God’s grace so a child can know! We pray that God will open their 
spiritual eyes so that they might know Him. Knowing is seeing into the real beauty of truth and 

embracing it for the treasure that it is. Parents and church cannot make that happen, but we can 

be instruments in God’s hand by putting Him at the center of our loving and praying and teaching. 
But in the end, there is a chasm between teaching and knowing that only God can carry our 

children across. So, this becomes a matter of trusting God and praying for His grace. There are 

two responsibilities here and both of them need God’s grace. The parent’s responsibility is 

teaching, and the child’s responsibility is knowing. Oh, that our children might know God because 
His purposes for our them grow out of this knowing and not forgetting.   

• In verse 7 what is the purpose in teaching the works, wonders, and words of God? (so that the 

next generation might set their hope in God and not forget His works) What happens when we 
forget God?  

• Memory Verse: Psalm 78:4  

• Prayer: Father, pour out Your grace so that parents faithfully teach You and children joyfully 
know You.  

   

Thursday, May 12, “Learn, practice, teach.”  

Read Psalm 78:4-8  
Psalm 78:6 says, “so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God.”  

Every Christian in every generation has a daily duty to disciple others in the faith, so that they 
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won’t forget God. Our factory setting is a three-part cycle: listen-obey-teach. No Christian is 
functioning properly until we’re doing all three! Debbie and I had to buy a dishwasher last year. 

When we set our dishwasher on “Normal,” it does three things: wash, rinse, dry. If it doesn’t do 

all three, that means it’s not working properly. So, it is with the Christian. The listen-obey-teach 

button is the minimal normal setting. It’s the button God pressed when he saved you. The listen-
obey-teach setting is not called “pastor” or “youth pastor” or “Sunday School teacher.” It’s called 

“Christian.” Now add to that the fact that you are a Christian parent. The first disciples God has 

brought into the life of parents are your kids. We simply aren’t doing our jobs as parents if we’re 
not discipling our children first and foremost to know and love God…to see and recognize His works 

and His word. Verses 4-8 make it clear: learn, practice, teach. Deuteronomy 6:6, 7 says, "And 

these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to 
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 

and when you lie down, and when you rise." How will the commandments of the Lord get written 

on our hearts and our children’s hearts? If we want our children to follow God, we must see Him 

as part of our everyday experiences. We must teach our children diligently to see our Savior in all 
areas of life, not just the areas related to church meetings on Sunday. Simply put – We must 

practice what we know…everyday!  

• What do these verses teach us about God? What do these verses teach us about people? Are 
there any commands to be obeyed? Are there any principles or precepts to follow?  

• Memory Verse: Psalm 78:4  

• Prayer: Lord, give me grace to learn from you, practice what I learn, and teach You to others.  
  

Friday, May 13, “That they should set their hope in God.”  

Read Psalm 78:1-11  

Psalm 78 is the command of God especially to us parents, but also to the whole church, every 
Christian, that the knowledge of God be taught to every generation. The result: “so that they 

should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God but keep his commandments (v.7)”. 

Do we want our children to pursue their joy and hope in God? Or are our patterns of parenting 
suggesting to our children that their hope and joy are rather in sports, education, hobbies, 

government, or material possessions? Parents do you have some kind of plan to impart to your 

children a knowledge of God’s word and God’s works so that they will be able to stand firm in the 
hope of the gospel when they face grief and pain and pleasure and persecution? What in your life 

is more important than showing your children your own joy in the wonders of God and teaching 

them the very Word of God? It will only take ten minutes daily to read a passage of the Bible, sing 

a verse or two of a hymn, draw out a lesson for life, ask a question from a good catechism, and 
give a short prayer of thanks. If you say you are too busy, I beg you to rethink your priorities. 

This is a commandment of God. And it will prove to be the source of much joy. If you are reading 

this devotion you’re off to a good start! There’s no better time to start than now “so that they 
should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God!”  

• What comes to mind when you think of what you put your hope in? What things do you put 

your hope in instead of the Lord? Consider verses 8-11. Are there ways you see God’s 

faithfulness in spite of your own mistakes? Do you see God’s glory revealed at all in the 
situation?  

• Memory Verse: Psalm 78:4  

• Prayer: Lord, make me diligent and intentional as I help future generations to set their hope 
in God!  

 

Saturday, May 14, Preparing for Sunday Worship 
• Read 1 John 5 

• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us 

grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us 

joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 
 


