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1 John 2:18-29 

18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 
antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but 

they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they 
went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 20 But you have been anointed 

by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 21 I write to you, not because you do not know the 
truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who 
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 

No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24 

Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning 

abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise 
that he made to us—eternal life. 

26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 27 But the anointing that 
you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But 

as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught 
you, abide in him. 

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 

confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29 If you know that he is 
righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him. 

 

Monday, December 6, “Sign of the times.” Read 1 John 2:18  
John, the “apostle of love”, has just written that love is an essential mark of the true Christian 
(2:7-11). But true biblical love is not separate from an emphasis on biblical truth (doctrine). Have 

you ever heard someone say, “We don’t need more doctrine, we need love”? To compromise the 
truth about the person and work of Jesus Christ is not really love at all, because such error results 

in the eternal damnation of those who embrace it. Another challenge in this text is how John could 
say more than 2000 years ago that “it was the last hour.” There are several biblical texts that 
seem to say that the last hour is when the Son of God comes into the world and the Holy Spirit is 

poured out in a new measure (see 1 Cor. 10:11, Heb. 1:1,2, 9:26, 1 Pet. 1:20, Acts 2:16, 17). 
God does not operate on Eastern Standard Time. When the Bible speaks of the last hour it doesn’t 

mean the tick-tocks off the clock, second by second, but rather an era of time. Since the first 
coming of Jesus, we are literally moving toward the last days when Jesus will return to the earth. 
In 1 John 2:18 the apostle points out another characteristic of the last hour: "You have heard that 

antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come; therefore, we know that it is the last 
hour." The last hour is an hour in which many antichrists will be increasingly active. John saw 

evidence of the last days not only in the victorious spread of the gospel in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, but also in the multiplication of false teachers and deceivers in the world. And if John saw 

that as a sign of the times in his day, how much more should we be alert.  
• What does he mean that it is the "last hour" (see 1 Cor. 10:11, Heb. 1:1,2, 9:26, 1 Pet. 1:20, 

Acts 2:16, 17)? Who are the "many antichrists?" How does 1 John 2:18-29 concern you?  

• Memory Verse: 1 John 2:28  
• Prayer – Lord, help me not understand the urgency of the times and joyfully share the gospel 

with others. 

MEMORY VERSE:  1 John 2:28 
And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence  

and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 

 

SONG OF THE MONTH: He Shall Reign Forevermore 
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Tuesday, December 7, “They left us because they were not of us.” Read 1 John 2:19 

1 John 2:19 says, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are 

not of us.” If you study the history of cults, you will find that a vast majority of them were founded 
by someone who grew up in “the church”. In the 1970’s there was Jim Jones of the People’s Temple 
persuading his entire congregation to drink poison. In the 1990’s there was David Koresh of the 

Branch Davidians who got into a stand-off with police killing many of his constituents in a gun 
fight. Later in that same decade the son of a Presbyterian Pastor, Marshall Applewhite, formed the 

Heaven’s Gate cult and led 39 people in a mass suicide. These men all started in “evangelical 
churches” but somehow became disillusioned, dissatisfied, and departed from the biblical, 
apostolic, teachings of scripture. They began to redefine the person, work, and teachings of Jesus, 

even setting themselves up as messiahs. Their exit from the church and subsequent false teaching 
made it clear that they were never genuinely part of it in the first place. Joseph Smith, the founder 

of the Mormons said that he was dissatisfied with the church seeking exclusive “knowledge” from 
an supposed angel named Moroni. False teachers will eventually depart from the apostolic witness 
concerning the person of Jesus. Like the “Gnostics” of John’s Day, they desire an extrabiblical 

“enlightenment” that leads away from the historical, orthodox, biblical Christ. The first mark of a 
counterfeit is that they depart from the fellowship of the church. As someone once said, “Faith 

that fizzles before the finish was faulty from the first.” 
• In 1 John 2:19 who went out from who? Why? According to1 John 2:20-22 how can we be sure 

that we won’t be deceived? Can someone really know God if they deny the historical apostolic 
Christ? 

• Memory Verse: 1 John 2:28  

• Prayer: Lord God, keep me in Your truth. Your word is truth. 
  

Wednesday, December 8, “Christians know the truth.” Read 1 John 2:19-21 
There are three general ways to know if something is true. The first way is reason. For example, 
you can know and understand that 1+1=2. The God of order gives reason as a gift. The second 

way is experience or testing. If you take 100 bars of Ivory soap and place them one at a time in 
a bathtub and every one of them floats, you can conclude by the experiment it is true that Ivory 

soap floats. The third way to know truth is divine revelation. If there is a Sovereign God who is 
truth and He enters into history to reveal the truth, then we can know that something is true 
because God has said so. God speaks through His written Word the Bible and anoints His children 

with a confident understanding of His truth. 1 John 2:20–21 says, "But you have been anointed 
by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. I write to you, not because you do not know the 

truth, but because you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth." You could paraphrase verse 
20 like this: "You have the Holy Spirit from God in you and so you know the truth." Without the 
Holy Spirit we would not recognize or know God’s truth. Knowing the truth about Christ is a gift of 

the Holy Spirit of truth. Lots of false teachers claim their source of truth comes from sources other 
than the Bible. John reminds his readers that true Christians know the truth because the Holy 

Spirit is in them discerning God’s truth affirmed by the Bible! 
• Read 1 John 2:23. Can you really know God without knowing Jesus Christ? Explain what it 

means to “know” Jesus Christ. How do you think the Holy Spirit will keep us safe from false 

doctrines? 
• Memory Verse: 1 John 2:28  

• Prayer: Lord, help me to abide or remain in the truth of Your Word. Help me to know Christ. 
  
Thursday, December 9, “Counterfeits.” Read 1 John 2:20-23 

Have you ever heard of “counterfeit” money? The word “counterfeit” means, a close imitation of 
something with the intention to deceive or defraud. Do you know why there is no such thing as a 

counterfeit three-dollar bill? Because there is no “real” three-dollar bill.  A counterfeit copies 
something authentic, to dupe, or attempt to replace the original, deceiving individuals into 
believing that the fake is equal to the real thing. The apostle John says that “you have heard that 
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antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come.” The word antichrist is made up of two 
words: “Anti” means against or false, and “christ” means anointed one. So, antichrist is a 

counterfeit Christ. When John uses the word, he is referring to someone who speaks or acts against 
the biblical Christ and His truth. 1 John tells us that we will spot these “antichrists” because they 

will eventually desert the fellowship. They will go out from the church often trying to take others 
with them (2:19). These “antichrists” will also eventually deny the faith. They left the church 
because they did not “know” Christ. They deserted what the apostles who had been with Jesus 

taught. John indicates that these false teachers denied the deity of Christ and that He was the 
One sent by the Father. Verse 22 says, “Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? 

This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.” You see, to deny the Son is to deny 
His Father who sent Him. It’s traumatic when thieves steal your identity and your money, but 
there is something far more tragic when spiritual counterfeits, who claim to be Christian, deceive 

the unsuspecting. To avoid spiritual deception, you must develop biblical discernment, relying on 
the Holy Spirit and be vigilant at all times. 

• Read 1 John 2:24-27. How can we know the truth? What should you do if you hear a 
pastor/brother/sister sharing something that doesn't line up with scripture? What does John 
call people who deny Christ? 

• Memory Verse: 1 John 2:28  
• Prayer: Holy Spirit, give me discernment to spot those who are deceivers. Keep me in Your 

Word. 
  

Friday, December 10, “To know Jesus is to know God.” Read 1 John 2:23-29 
The first rule for a job interview: be on time! First impressions count, and what is your future 
employer to think if you arrive late? Best-case scenario, he might think that you have gotten lost. 

Even still, he'll wonder why you didn’t drive the route the day before to confirm directions. Worst-
case scenario, he'll think you are lazy and undependable. Either way, you certainly have a good 

shot at NOT getting hired. 1 John 2:28 says, “And now, little children, abide in him, so that when 
he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.” The aged 
John wants to give hope and assurance to his “little children” of the faith. This verse illuminates 

how they can be ready for Jesus' coming. Will He find us prepared, with joyful confident 
expectation? The true church can know and anticipate that Jesus is coming for them. John gives 

several confident evidences that bring assurance and prepare the church for the coming of Christ. 
True believers hold fast to the biblical truth about Jesus (v. 23), they abide or remain in what they 
heard from the apostles (v. 24), they believe that God will keep His promise to them of eternal 

life (v. 25), they receive an anointing from the Holy Spirit that will lead them in the truth (v. 26, 
27), and they will be empowered by grace to practice righteousness and persevere (v. 29). To 

know Jesus is to know God. To know Jesus is to know His saving work on our behalf. To know 
Jesus is to be compelled by joy to live for His glory so that He might find us “unashamed” at His 
coming! 

• What reason does verse 28 give for why we should maintain a close relationship to Christ? Are 
you joyfully anticipating Christ to come back? What is another test mentioned in verse 29 for 

how you can know you have been born again? 
• Memory Verse: 1 John 2:28  
• Prayer: Lord, fill me with joyful, confident, expectation for Your coming! Glory to Your name! 

  
Saturday, December 11, Preparing for Sunday Worship 

• Read 1 John 2 
• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us 

grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us 

joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 


