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1 John 2:15-17 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing 

away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
 
 

Monday, November 29, “Empty talk.” 
Read 1 John 2:15-17  

If you are married, do you remember the day of the proposal? Do you remember what 
happened? Can you imagine a man declaring his devotion and love to a woman, asking her to 

be his wife, only to have her reply: “Yes, I will marry you, live with you, work with you and 
help you, but you need to know from the outset that I am in love with somebody else. And I 

will also continue my love for him.” A couple would actually be foolish to marry at that point. 
Imagine what Jesus thinks when someone says to Him: “I will go to church, read the bible 

occasionally, pray when I remember to, and go through the outward motions of loving You, 
but you must know that I am in love with the world!” Absurd, isn’t it? You can’t love, honor, 

and obey God and love, honor, and obey the philosophies and things of the world too. The 
two are incompatible. Saint Augustine said, “To love the world and attempt to love God too 

would be like a maiden who loved the ring her lover had given her and cared nothing for him 
who gave it.” The reason love for the world isn’t compatible with love for God is that “all that 

is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father but is of the world.” If we left out these three sentences in the middle of verse 16 it 
would sound like this: the reason love for the world is incompatible with love for God is that 

“all that is in the world is not of God.”  In other words, it’s just empty talk to say that you love 
God if you love what is not of God. 

• What three things are in the world according to 1 John 2:16? How do these things feed the 
fleshly desires in us? Is it possible to love God and love what is not of God at the same 

time? 
• Memory Verse: James 4:4  

• Prayer – Lord, help me not to love the world, but to find real love in You and for You. 
  

Tuesday, November 30, “This world appeals to the worldliness within.” 
Read 1 John 2:15-17  

1 John 2:16 says, “For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.” The word “desires” is a 

strong word which is probably better translated “lust” as in other translations of the bible. 
“Lust” in this context means a strong desire that is contrary to the will of God. The lust of the 
flesh is human nature corrupted by sin. It wants something more than it wants God. It is a 

life dominated by self and the senses. In Galatians 5:19-24 the apostle Paul lists out the lustful 
deeds of the flesh and then contrasts them with the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Those who are 

loving the world can expect to take on the attitudes listed as deeds of the flesh. On the other 
hand, those who are not living according to the world’s philosophies, attitudes, and wants, 

MEMORY VERSE:  James 4:4 
You adulterous people, Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?  

Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

 

SONG OF THE MONTH: And Can It Be? 
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but rather are living under the power of the Holy Spirit, can expect to see His fruit in their 
lives. One Puritan said, “This flesh of mine is ready to betray me into the hands of the world 

and of the devil, therefore there must be a marvelous strong guard – The Holy Spirit! I must 
not suffer my affections to wander. This world appeals to the worldliness within me.” Why do 

you think the apostle John had to write a strong admonition for the church not to love the 
world? Because he knew there would be a struggle. He knew the temptation would be strong 

and deceptive. So, let’s listen to the beloved apostle’s words as a means of grace. Let’s be 
encouraged and recognize the world and its ways are fleeting, empty, and temporary. Your 

lasting joy and satisfaction are to know and love the One who made you! 
• Read Galatians 5:16-24. How do these verses describe the “lusts of the flesh?” How is this 

text similar to 1 John 2:15-17? What challenges you in these texts? What do you struggle 
with? 

• Memory Verse: James 4:4  
• Prayer: Lord God, deliver me from the flesh and its lustful desires. Empower me with Your 

Spirit. 
  

Wednesday, December 1, “Is whistling worldly?” 
Read 1 John 2:15-17  
What does it mean to love the world? I recently read that it is considered “worldly” in Finland 

to whistle in public. Worldliness is more than a list of “do’s and don’ts”. Have you ever heard 
the old saying, “I don’t drink, I don’t cuss, I don’t chew, and I don’t date girls who do.” Some 

people really believe that if they just abstain from certain habits, activities, places, and people, 
they will not be considered “worldly”. But loving the world is not merely keeping a list. It is a 

matter of the heart. Where does your heart find satisfaction? There is only one thing that will 
truly satisfy your heart – God! Nothing in all the world is more important than experiencing 

love for God in your heart. There are so many satisfying, joy-enriching, benefits for those that 
pass over the empty promises of the world and pursue their love for God instead. Have you 

considered these promises of life for those who love God instead of this world? Romans 8:28 
says, “All things work together for good for those who love God and are called according to 

his purpose.” 1 Corinthians 2:9 says, “No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him. James 2:5 says, “Has not God 

chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he 
has promised to those who love him?” Loving the Father and freeing ourselves from the love 
of the world is not optional. It is a matter of eternal life and eternal death. 

• Why is it important to John not to love the world but rather to love God? Read Rom. 8:28, 
1 Cor. 2:9, and James 2:5. What are the promises in these verses for those who love God 

instead of the world? 
• Memory Verse: James 4:4  

• Prayer: Lord, help me to desire and love You more than anything! Satisfy me in You. 
  

Thursday, December 2, “If you love Christ, the world doesn’t love you.” 
Read 1 John 2:15-17  

D.L. Moody was used by God in a mighty way in North America during the nineteenth century. 
He was known as the common man’s preacher because of his down-home style and the way 

he explained in understandable words a biblical theology. At one of his preaching engagements 
a man approached him and said, “Mr. Moody, now that I am converted do, I really have to 

give up the world?” Moody responded, “Sir if you are truly converted and live as a new creation 
for the glory of Christ, it will be the world that will quickly give up you! They won’t want you.” 

Scripture says often that the world is opposed to the ways and things of Christ. That means 
it will also be opposed to you if you live for and love Christ. In John 15:18, 19 Jesus says, “If 
the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, 

the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you 
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out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” Every heart loves something. The very 
essence of human nature is desire. There is nobody who doesn’t want something. This longing 

is like a drain or a vacuum. At the center of every heart is a sucking drain, like at the bottom 
of a swimming pool. But you can’t suck water and air at the same time. If you try to satisfy 

your longing by sucking in the air of the world, your pump will burn out and you will not be 
able to receive the living water who is Christ. You were made to be filled and refreshed with 

the water of Life, not the air of the world. 
• Read John 15:18-25. What stands out to you in these verses? What does Jesus say about 

His followers in these verses? How will the world treat those who love and reflect Christ? 
• Memory Verse: James 4:4  

• Prayer: Lord, help my heart to receive the “living water of life” which only comes from You. 
  

Friday, December 3, “A really bad investment.” 
Read 1 John 2:15-17  

Do you know what an “investment” is? An investment is an asset or something you put up 
now with the hope and goal of generating increase, reward, or appreciation later. Can you 

imagine if someone came to you saying, “Man do I have a deal for you! If you invest time and 
money with me now, I can promise you that within a few years you will lose it all! I can take 
your money and guarantee you will go belly-up within a few years.” No one in their right mind 

would invest with that kind of promise. This is what the apostle John is telling his readers in 
1 John 2:17. Loving the world is a bad investment because it is passing away. This world and 

its promises are not only contrary to God, but they are also temporary! “The world is passing 
away along with its lusts, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” Earthly knowledge 

will pass away. If Aristotle, Galileo, or Sir Isaac Newton were alive today, they would likely be 
overlooked. The most powerful empires and nations of yesteryear are now nothing more than 

an archaeologist’s interest buried in tons of dirt. The “stuff” that is so alluring to our senses 
will all end up in a junkyard. Only one thing lasts – God! He is eternal. He is the Sovereign 

Creator! You were made for Him. Only He can satisfy your deepest longings with Himself! 
What are you loving today? To all of us who “say” I know Him, John reminds us to beware of 

loving the world and remain in love with Jesus. Loving this world will ultimately disappoint. 
The objects of worldly desire are all in the process of perishing. But, the human heart will 

never relinquish its love affair with the world unless it finds something greater to love – 
something worthy of investing in. “Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the 
man who takes refuge in him!” (Psalm 34:8) 

• What do you have in your life right now that will last forever? What does the word 
“investment” mean? Read 1 John 2:17. Why is loving the world a bad investment? Why is 

loving God and doing His will a good investment? 
• Memory Verse: James 4:4  

• Prayer: Lord, help me to do the will of God that abides forever. Help me to treasure Christ 
above all! 

  
Saturday, December 4, Preparing for Sunday Worship 

• Read 1 John 2 
• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us 

grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give 
us joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 


