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Romans 12:9-18 

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another 

with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in 

zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one 

evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so 

far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  

 
Monday, September 13, “Loving God by loving others.” 

How can you tell if you really love God? You will long for personal communion with Him. 
When you really love someone, you like to spend time with him or her. And if you really 

love God, then you will want to be in fellowship with Him. You will love the things that He 
loves. We know what God loves by what He has declared in His Word. Psalm 119:162 

says, "I rejoice at Your word as one who finds great treasure". You will hate the things 
that He hates. Romans 12:9 tells us to "abhor what is evil" and "cling to what is good.” 

You will love other Christians. In 1 John 3:14 says, "We know that we have passed from 
death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in 

death." Don't say that you love God if you are not loving other believers. Let love be 
genuine. Love one another with brotherly affection. And finally, you will keep His 

commandments. In John 14:21 Jesus said, "He who has My commandments and keeps 

them, it is he who loves Me . . ." If you love God, then you will do what He says. If you 
really love God, the evidence will be in your actions. 

• What are the most obvious ways you show love for God? As you look at the Bible 
what are the ways that need strengthening in the way you love God? 

• Memory Verse:  Romans 12:9 
• Prayer:  Father, please help me to show my love for You in the ways the Bible 

teaches. Help me to love You by genuinely loving Your people. 
 

Tuesday, September 14, “Genuine love is patient.” 
As we study through Romans 12, we can see the similarities with 1 Corinthians 13. God’s 

Word has a wonderful way of bringing us down to earth. If you say to me, “Wally, do you 
love your kids?” I will say, “Yes, of course I do.” If you say, “Are you patient with your 

kids?” I will say, “…Uh, I really try…” Think about a person you care about. Do you want 
them to know your love? Be patient with them. Trust the Holy Spirit to help you grow in 

patience, and you will grow in genuine love. Another way of translating what Paul says 

here is “love suffers long.” Love strengthens your capacity to forbear with difficult people 
and hard situations. That’s a wonderful thing because you can’t live in this world without 

coming across difficult people and hard situations. Jesus said, “In this world you will have 

MEMORY VERSE:  Romans 12:9 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 

 

SONG OF THE MONTH: Just As I Am 



trouble!” Living in this world, you have to develop the capacity to handle the 
disappointments, frustrations, let-downs, conflicts, and offenses that you will experience 

throughout the course of your life. How do you develop that capacity? By grace, through 
faith, in love, depending on the Holy Spirit. The love of God is shed abroad in the believer’s 

heart giving you the capacity to suffer long. Growing in God’s love will give you the 
endurance you need to live in this fallen world and demonstrate the love of Jesus. 

• With whom do I most need to be more patient currently? What are some ways I can 
grow in patience so that love will be genuine? 

• Memory Verse:  Romans 12:9 
• Prayer:  Father, I need your grace to love with patience and kindness. Often those 

that are closest to me are the ones I am least patient with. Lord, pour out Your 
grace on me. 

 
Wednesday, September 15, “Genuine love is kind, it does not envy.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4 says, “Love is kind. It does not envy.” Someone once said that “the 

greatest thing a man can do for his Heavenly Father is to be kind to his other children.” 
Love is kind. Love is generous. The degree to which you are growing in kindness is the 

degree to which you are growing in love. If you want to grow in love, seek to bring pleasure 
to those God has placed around you in showing kindness. Kindness seems pretty easy 

until someone is blessed “more than you.”  Are you raising a child? Someone else is doing 
it better. Are you are running a business? Someone else is doing it better. Are you are 

serving in ministry? Someone else is doing it better. Whatever you are doing, there is 
“seemingly” always competition. How are you going to respond to that? Can you rejoice 

in the blessing they have received from God? Or do you come away saying, “Why did that 
not happen for me?” How are you going to handle the greater success of other people? 

Grow in genuine love, and you will be released from envy. Cultivate a kind and generous 
spirit, and you will be blessed. Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what 

is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. 
• To whom do I need to be more generous? Do you ever struggle with envy towards 

others in the church? How can “genuine love” help to overcome envy? 

• Memory Verse:  Romans 12:9 
• Prayer:  Father, help me to rejoice with those who rejoice without envy. Help me to 

have a kind and generous spirit towards all my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

Thursday, September 16, “Genuine love is not a wind-bag.” 
1 Corinthians 13:4-5 says, “Love does not boast. It is not proud. It is not self-seeking.” 

The word that is translated “proud” here literally means “a wind-bag.” This is a person 
whose conversation is mainly about himself or herself. Have you ever been around 

someone who would not stop talking about themselves? Their interests, their hobbies, 
their children, their hardships, their successes…they may ask about you but never really 

listen to your answer because they are thinking about the next thing they will say about 
themselves. Jonathan Edwards wrote, “A person of selfish spirit is ready to make much of 

the afflictions that he himself is under, as if his sufferings were greater than those of 
anybody else.” The person who is self-seeking makes much of his or her own life and 

difficulties. As a result they become insensitive to the needs and pain of others. Love is 

not self-seeking. Do you want to grow in genuine love? James 1:19 says, “Let every person 
be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger.” Stop being obsessed with yourself. Start 

taking a genuine interest in other people. Genuine love will release you from preoccupation 
with yourself. 



• Are you a good listener? Who do you need to listen to better? How does listening 
well demonstrate genuine love? 

• Memory Verse:  Romans 12:9 
• Prayer:  Father, help me to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger. 

 
Friday, September 17, “Genuine love assumes the best.” 

Romans 12:9 is very similar to 1 Corinthians 13:6, “Love does not delight in evil, but 
rejoices with the truth.” Love finds no pleasure in other people’s failures. Genuine love 

always thinks the best about people. It never presumes the worst. Have you ever found 
yourself jumping to conclusions, only to discover that you had completely misjudged a 

situation? Elijah presumed the worst when he came to the conclusion that the lack of faith 
in Israel had become so desperate that he was the only one left who truly worshipped the 

Lord. But when God told him the truth, it turned out that there were 7,000 who had not 
bowed the knee to Baal. Eli came into the house of the Lord and saw a woman called 

Hannah. She was praying in her heart, so her lips were moving, but there was no sound. 

Eli presumed the worst, and he was quite sure that she was drunk. He decides to confront 
her: “How long will you keep getting drunk. Get rid of your wine!” 

Then he found that he had completely misjudged the situation and that this was a godly 
woman who was pouring out her soul to God in prayer, and God was listening. Do you find 

that your instinctive reaction is one of suspicion? Have you cultivated the habit of 
presuming the worst about the Saints around you, rather than thinking the best? You need 

to be renewed in genuine love. 
• Do you look for the best in others? Is there somebody whose difficulties have caused 

me pleasure? What good thing in another person’s life has brought me joy this week? 
• Memory Verse:  Romans 12:9 

• Prayer:  Father, help me to show genuine love by rejoicing with others. Help me to 
seek out the way you are blessing others in our church and give You glory for it. 

 
Saturday, September 18, Preparing for Sunday Worship 

• Read 1 John 1 

• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. 
Give us grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy 

Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 


