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Genesis 3:1-7 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 

made.  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You 

will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
 
Monday, April 12, “True Freedom.”   Read Genesis 3:1-7  
There were two dogs who enjoyed playing at the dog park and had owners who took them there 

often. The first dog wore no leash, but, nonetheless, stayed close to his master’s side. The owner 
gave the dog permission to run and play. But when the owner saw a flock of birds appear on the 

far side of the field, he quickly commanded his dog to come. The dog, who also had his eye on the 
birds, immediately responded to his master’s voice. It was clear that as the dog played, he 
understood, honored, and delighted in the boundaries his master had set for him. The second dog 

was on a leash. It soon became clear why. This dog jumped all over the place, pulling his owner 
in every direction. He also saw the flock of birds and fought hard to get to them. The whole time 

his owner, like the first, would give verbal commands to the dog, but the canine was unphased. 
The frustrated owner couldn’t continue to let the “out-of-control” dog play, so he marched him 
down the path all the way home. So, of these two dogs, which dog was really free? The dog who 

trusted and obeyed his master’s commands or the dog who disobeyed, fighting to get what he 
wanted? As you read through Genesis 3, you could ask the same question. Do you see God in 

these verses as some kind of cosmic killjoy? You might think that God’s commands are what keep 
us from real freedom. Remember, the lie of the serpent whispers, “You are missing out on so 
much by obeying God.” But the Creator is the one who has the right to define our boundaries, 

freeing us, so that we can enjoy the fullness of life that comes when we walk with Him and 
according to what He knows is best. 

• In Genesis 3:1 who was speaking through the serpent? Read Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 for 
further insight. Satan is a spiritual being that can operate in the spiritual realm but can influence 
people and animals and work through them. (Luke 22:3, Matthew 16:23, Mark 5:1-13) 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 3:1 
• Prayer: Praise You Jesus, that all authority is given to You. Even the demons are subject to 

Your name. 
 
Tuesday, April 13, “Don’t cut the tether line.”   Read Genesis 3:1-7 

In April 1970, the crew of NASA's Apollo 13 mission swung around the far side of the moon at a 
distance of 248,655 miles away from Earth. It's the farthest humans have ever been from our 

MEMORY VERSE:  Genesis 3:1 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the 

field that the Lord God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did 
God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
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home planet. Can you imagine being an astronaut thousands of miles in space, leaving the space 
craft and floating in a “space-walk”? I bet no astronaut complains that the tether line that connects 

him to the ship is too restrictive. No, he is incredibly grateful because it allows him the unique 
freedom and privilege of seeing our planet from a perspective that few will ever see. He knows if 

that tether line was not there, he would have an incredible view, but he’d have that view for only 
a brief time as he floated off to his death into the quiet darkness of space. God’s commands in 
Genesis 2 are challenged by a new character that enters the narrative in Genesis 3. “The serpent” 

enters the scene and raises a question to the woman about God’s “actual” words. Remember God 
is responsible for everything that Adam and Eve enjoy - day and night, the sun and moon, the 

beautiful blueness of the sky, the lush fruit of the garden, the flowers, the singing birds, and all 
the unique creatures. All of this came from God’s good word, which the serpent is now questioning. 
God has been trustworthy to provide everything Eve has ever needed, but now a seed of doubt 

about His word has been planted in her heart that would bear immediate fruit of disobedience to 
God. Because of Adam and Eve’s sin, the human race was plunged into sin. The tether line of 

God’s authority was severed and humanity floats away in ruin. Only God can fix this mess…and 
He does. 
• In Genesis 3:1 Do the words of the serpent reflect accurately what God said (Genesis 2:16, 

17) or are they a distortion of God's words? Do you think Satan knew the exact words of God? 
• Memory Verse: Genesis 3:1 

• Prayer: Father, thank You for speaking words and making your commands clear. You are good. 
 

Wednesday, April 14, “Questioning God’s authority.”   Read Genesis 3:1 
Genesis 3:1 says, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 
LORD God had made.” We learn from the “whole” of scripture that the serpent is under the control 

of Satan. The serpent did not begin by saying, “Listen, Eve, God is flat-out wrong!” Instead, he 
planted a suggestion in the form of a question, the first question in the Bible. “Is it really true that 

God said that you couldn’t eat from any tree of the garden?” He’s saying, “Let’s talk about what 
God has said. There can’t be any harm in discussing it, can there?” Commentator Derek Kidner 
says Satan’s question “smuggles in the assumption that God’s word is subject to our judgment”. 

At first Eve defends God by correcting Satan’s statement, but then Satan counters by 
“reinterpreting” God’s reason behind the command, smuggling in another dangerous assumption: 

“We don’t need to obey God unless we understand His reason behind a command.” Whenever 
people reinterpret God’s clear commands as not applying to us, red lights should go off. The fact 
that Satan came first to the woman, not to the man, also underscores his opposition to God’s 

design, order, and authority. Satan will still tempt us by getting us to question the authority of 
God’s Word. “C’mon, you don’t believe all that outdated stuff about the husband being head of the 

family, do you? You don’t believe all that restrictive stuff about sexual immorality, do you?” Satan 
tempts us by being deceptive and by challenging the authority of God’s Word. 
• Read Genesis 3:1-3. We already see how the serpent raises question to the authority of God’s 

word. How does the woman reinterpret God’s command? What does she leave out? What does 
she add? 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 3:1 
• Prayer: Oh Lord, sanctify us through Your truth. Your word is truth. (John 17:17) 
 

Thursday, April 15, “Satan’s schemes have not changed.”    Read Genesis 3:2, 3 
Genesis 3:2, 3: “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the 

woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 
lest you die.’” Do you notice how the serpent uses exaggeration to make God seem harsh? God 

did not say that Adam and Eve could not eat from any tree, but only from one tree. God told them 
that they could freely eat from every tree except one, but Satan stretches it to sound like God was 

prohibiting them all. By overstating the case, Satan was drawing Eve into his trap. We end up 
thinking that God is an oppressor who doesn’t want us to enjoy life and enjoy Him. But even God’s 
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prohibitions are for our freedom. Eve is drawn into Satan’s line of thinking and her reply magnifies 
the strictness of God on the one hand and softens His threat of judgment on the other. Eve takes 

out the words “any” and “freely” in her reply and adds “or touch it”. Then Eve omits “surely” and 
doesn’t say that judgment will “surely” happen on that day. She is falling into Satan’s trap by 

changing the character of God to conform to her own thinking. She’s implying that God is a bit 
strict for her taste but at the same time she’s minimizing His strictness by making His judgments 
out to be less than He said they would be. Satan wants us to doubt the goodness of God, because 

we won’t trust a God who is not good, we will trust ourselves, thinking that we can become like 
God. Satan’s schemes have not changed. Beware of his devices. 

• Look at Genesis 3:2-5. What does this teach us about how temptation can take hold of a 
person? How would you describe the various stages in giving way to temptation? From this 
what can we learn about how to handle temptation? 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 3:1 
• Prayer: Oh Lord, help us to obey Your commands and consider every word you have spoken. 

 
Friday, April 16, “What’s the big deal about eating a little piece of fruit?” 
Read Genesis 3:1-7 

Genesis 3:4, 5 says, “But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil.” Isn’t it significant that the first doctrine Satan denies is God’s judgment? Satan’s lie is, “Sin 
isn’t all that serious. You can sin and get away with it.” Maybe you have wondered, “What was the 

big deal about eating a little piece of fruit? Wasn’t God overreacting to bring such severe 
punishment on such a minor infraction?” Listen, these creatures from the dirt, Adam and Eve, defy 
the Everlasting, Holy God. God had said, “but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 

shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” Instead of dying a physical 
death right on the spot, on that very day, Adam and Eve lived another day and were clothed in 

their nakedness by pure grace. God then placed a curse on the serpent deceiver and promised He 
would provide a Savior to one day crush his head. But make no mistake, death happened – Adam 
and Eve died spiritually. God was not overreacting, and this is no minor infraction. The problem 

was not simply taking a bite out of a piece of fruit. The problem was unbelief, rebellion, 
disobedience, and pride, and it carries down to us all. This ever loving, all generous, Holy, 

Sovereign Creator provided them with all they needed. He had clearly demonstrated His 
generosity, goodness, and love. They had every reason to trust and obey God and no reason to 
listen to Satan’s lies. Adam and Eve were without excuse. Satan tempts us by contradicting the 

certainty of God’s judgment. 
• Read Genesis 3:4-7. What results are promised by the serpent if the woman should eat of the 

forbidden tree? What consequences happened immediately? What do the words "your eyes will 
be opened" mean? 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 3:1 

• Prayer: Father help me overcome the temptation of the snares and deceptive lies of the evil 
one. 

 
Saturday, April 17, Preparing for Sunday Worship 
• Read Genesis 3 

• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us 
grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us 

joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 


